
 

MISSION OF ST. RAPHAEL 
As friends and followers of Jesus, 

we are devoted to fostering households and
communities of discipleship 

through the mission and ministry 
of the Catholic Church. 

October 11, 2026 Mass Schedule 

 

Mass for the Homebound 

Radio Mass Sunday 8am on WOSH 1490AM

TV Mass w/ Bishop Ricken - Sundays at 

7:30am on WFRVLocal5
 

Parish Office Hours

Monday - Thursday 

Friday 

Our Catholic School:

 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Pastor - Fr. Tom Long
Parochial Vicar - Fr. Nathan Budde 
Pastoral Associate - Sara Scheunemann 
Deacons - Greg Grey, John Ingala,
                   Mark Leafgren 

 Saturday
 Sunday 

5pm 
8 am, 10 am 
5pm  

Weekday Masses Monday - Thursday 8 am 

Saturday 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Wednesday 8:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Thursday  4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

8:00 am - 4:30 pm
8:00 am -  1:00 pm 

Lourdes Academy 
920-426-3626 

Oshkosh Area Weekday Masses: 

St. Raphael Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs at 8 am 

St. Jude Tues, Wed, Fri at 7:30 am at Sacred Heart

Most Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday at 5:15 pm at St. Mary (new time)
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat at 7:30 am at St. Peter 

Father Carr's Place 2B 
Monday, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat at 7 am 

Mercy Medical Center Chapel 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 2 pm 

Reconciliation



 

ST RAPHAEL CHURCH-OSHKOSH 

Parish Annual Meeting
Tuesday, October 22, 6:30 pm

 
All parishioners are invited to this

meeting, where the Annual Report will be
presented. There will be an overview of

the financial report from the 2025-26
fiscal year, as well as updates on

participation in sacraments and other
areas of parish life. There will also be an
opportunity to ask questions about the

parish.

Dear Parishioners,
Is it just me, or is Ordinary Time flying by? Already, today we enter the 28th of 34 Sundays of Ordinary Time with
Advent looming only a month and a half away. Rather than focusing on a particular aspect of the Paschal Mystery
like we do during the other seasons of the Church Year (e.g. Easter-Resurrection; Christmas-Birth; Lent-Passion),
during Ordinary Time, we celebrate it all, so to speak! Although the Gospel passages focus on Christ’s earthly
ministry, there is no official theme to most of these Sundays. 
This is why the prayers we have been reflecting on in the past few months, first the Collect and then the Prayer
Over the Offerings, rather than pointing to a particular moment of Christ’s life, often describe how the effects of
the Paschal Mystery (life, passion, death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ) are made manifest in us through
our participation at Mass! Therefore, paying attention to these prayers, I hope, is not just an exercise in
grammatical gymnastics or nerdy theological explication, but an opportunity to really pray the Mass in a deeper
way as Bishop Ricken has invited us to do in the last few years. 
This month, we make an end of this little series on the prayers of the Mass by examining the final one: the Prayer
After Communion. It is not simply the “closing prayer” of the Mass. For example, in a liturgy of the Word service
where there is no Communion, we do not pray this prayer to conclude the liturgy. Rather, this prayer is intimately
connected to our reception of Holy Communion and, in the official books, it is part of the “Communion Rite,”
separate from the “Concluding Rites.” Connecting this prayer to our reception of Communion rather than the end
of Mass will help all of us to make this prayer part of our own personal prayer.
Without further ado, here is the Prayer after Communion from this week
We entreat your majesty most humbly, O Lord, 
We are reminded that the prayer of the humble person is heard by our Heavenly Father and is the best disposition
for prayer (Luke 1:52; 18:13).
that, as you feed us with the nourishment which comes from the most holy Body and Blood of your Son, so you
may make us sharers of his divine nature. 
Each Prayer After Communion acknowledges Who we have received as spiritual nourishment. Then, our petition
in nearly all these prayers is that we don’t leave Mass the same as when we started Mass. The Eucharist has the
power to transform us into the image of Christ and liberate us from the grips of temptation and sin! This
fruitfulness does not automatically happen, though, just by receiving the Eucharist. We must also be properly
disposed (the first part of the prayer) and ask for it (the second part of the prayer). May we all grow in our desire
to be transformed by Jesus in the Eucharist!
Have a blessed week and enjoy these beautiful fall days! 

In Christ, 
Fr. Budde 



WHAT’S HAPPENING

 Saturday, October 10
 9:00 am Working Moms Group
 3:30 pm Reconciliation 
 5:00 pm Mass
 Sunday, October 11
 Morning Masses at 8am & 10am 
 Coffee & Donuts after Morning Masses
 5:00 pm Mass 
 6:00 pm Flash Youth Ministry
 Monday, October 12
  8:00 am    Mass
12:30 pm    Community Blood Mobile 
  6:15 pm    Catholicism 101
  6:30 pm    Confirmation 
  Tueday, October 13
  8:00 am    Mass
  4:30 pm    Parent session #1 Grades 1-10
  4:30 pm    Grades 1-5 RE Classes
  4:30 pm    Middle School Edge
  6:15 pm    Human Concerns Meeting 
  7:00 pm    Women of Faith Leaders Meeting
 Wednesday, October 14
  8:00 am    Mass
  9:00 am    Holy Knots Rosary Tying 
  9:30 am    Women’s Spirituality 
  4:30 pm    Parent session #1 Grades 1-10
  4:30 pm    Grades 1-5 RE Classes
  5:30 pm    Parent session #1 Grades 1-10
  5:30 pm    Middle School Edge
  6:00 pm    Baptism Class 
  6:30 pm    Holy Knots Rosary Tying 
  7:30 pm    Confirmation Class
  8:00 pm    Reconciliation 
 Thursday, October 15
  8:00 am    Mass
  9:00 am    The Sacraments -  Dcn John Ingala
  2:00 am    Grief Support 
  4:00 pm    Reconciliation 
  4:30 pm    Youth Choir
  6:00 pm    Mixed Choir 
 Friday, October 16
  7:30 am    Mass at St Jude 
 Saturday, October 17  World Mission Sunday
  Oshkosh Area Food Pantry Collection 
  7:45 am   Women of Faith Event (Fr. Carr’s) 
  9:00 am   Christ Child Society Mtg/Wrkshp
  9:00 am   Secular Francisicans Mtg 
  3:30 pm   Reconciliation 
  5:00 pm   Mass
  6:00 pm   Burgers & Brats after Mass 

Money given over the amount needed is invested for
future needs. Thank you for your generosity, as these
donations are important for our long term needs.

Please remember St. Raphael Church as a
beneficiary in your Will / Estate Planning 
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Stewardship of Sharing 
Week Ending October 4, 2026

Praying at Mass
Envelope Collection
Loose Collection
EFT 
On-Line Giving
Total Weekly Collections

Year to date giving (actual)
Year to date giving (budgeted)

1,387 
19,903

1,911
702

8,443
30,959

399,395
373,750 

$
$
$
$
$ 

$
$   

Weekend Mass Updates: 

 
5:00 

Saturday Sunday Total 
5:00 10:00

1,437
1,533
1,498
1,387

133
191
256
178

631
576
561
502

 377
 429
 386
 405

332
337
295
302

September 12/13
September 19/20
September 26/27
October 3/4

8:00

Sunday, October 18  World Mission Sunday
Morning Masses at 8am & 10am 
NO Burrito Sunday
Oshkosh Area Food Pantry Collection 
 5:00 pm     Mass 
 6:00 pm     Flash Youth Ministry

St. Raphael Catholic Church Blood Drive 
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

830 S. Westhaven Dr., Oshkosh
 Monday, October 12, 12:30 pm - 5pm 

To schedule your life-saving donation 
appointment, please call

The Community Blood Center at 
(800) 280-4102 or visit communityblood.org/donor

Log in, click “Donate Now” and search for 
sponsor code S159.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

4 | ST. RAPHAEL PARISH · OSHKOSH 

Upcoming Faith Formation Events: 
October 13 (4:30)/ October 14 (4:30 pm and 5:30pm): Parent Session 1
October 25: Families of Faith, 3-5 pm 
October 28: All catechist retreat at Fr. Carr’s Place 2B. No classes for weekly class students. 
November 7/8, 3-6pm: First Reconciliation Retreat

                              

The following child will be
baptized at 

St. Raphael  this weekend
 

         Olivia Joann,
daughter of Dylan and

Crystal Sommerfeld

      Welcome, Little One!  

The Knights of Columbus is
sponsoring a Coats for Kids
campaign during the month of  
October. Starting the weekend
of October 4/5, bring your new
or gently used children’s coats
to church.  

There will be a collection box in the Gathering
Space. All coats will go to the Salvation Army.
Please call the parish office at 920-233-8044 if
you have any questions.

The heavenly hero for the month of October is St. Thérèse of Lisieux.  St. Thérèse
of Lisieux was known as the "Little Flower" (or "Little Flower of Jesus") because she
viewed herself as a humble, simple wildflower in God's garden rather than a grand
or prominent bloom like a rose or a lily. To celebrate her, deliver fresh daisies to a
neighbor, friend or helpers in your community. Write a short thank you card that
expresses your gratitude and appreciation for all they do. 

 

Our office space is wonderfully conducive to
collaboration, and we will soon be able to host
board and committee meetings as well. The staff
from both the ELC and the CBO have been
putting in some sweat equity with domolition,
unpacking, organizing, and more. It has been a
uniquely graced time of transition, and we are so
glad to be here in this new space. Now all
together in the same office space, we are
enjoying our new capacity to collaborate and
movd our misison forward! We are looking
forward to blessing the buildilng and then
hosting a grand opening as well. In the
meantime, the CBO is humming away working
hard, and the ELC continues moving in. More
great things ahead!

The Central Business Office staff
has been moving this week into the
renovated building, and we are
excited to welcome the Early
Learning Center staff and children
next week! 



 

Please pray for: 

Vicky Berenz who died on October 3

Pat Ulsberger would died on October 3 

JOINING OUR PARISH

If you are interested in becoming a member of             
St. Raphael Parish, ask a parish staff person,
deacon or priest before or after Mass for a New
Parishioner Folder, or call the parish office. After
reviewing the folder, set up an appointment to meet
with Fr. Nathan or Fr. Tom. We would love to
welcome you as a parish member! 

Be a witness of faith to your children

We want our children to know and love Jesus. We teach
them their prayers, bring them to Mass, enroll them in
Catholic school or Religious Education, and help them
learn about the Catholic faith. But one of the most
powerful ways we pass on our faith is simply by living it
ourselves.

Our children are watching us. They see how we treat
others, how we handle difficult situations, whether we
turn to God when life is challenging, and if our faith is
truly a part of our everyday lives. The way we live our
faith can speak louder than words.

Being a witness of faith doesn’t mean being a perfect
parent. It means allowing our children to see that God is
important in our lives. Let them see you pray. Thank God
aloud for the blessings in your life. Ask God to help when
you are worried. Say you are sorry when you make a
mistake. Forgive others. Show kindness to someone who
is struggling. Let your children see that your relationship
with Jesus affects the way you live.

There are some simple ways to make faith part of family
life:

Pray together. Grace before meals, pray at bedtime, or
pray together when someone needs God’s help.

Go to Mass together. Make Sunday Mass a priority and
help your children understand that worshiping God is an
important part of family life.

Talk about God naturally. Share with your children how
you see God working in your life.

Read Scripture together. Even a short Gospel story can
open the door to a meaningful conversation about Jesus.

Serve others. Look for opportunities to help someone in
need and explain to them that Jesus calls us to love our
neighbor.

Most importantly, remember that your children don’t need
perfect parents, they need parents who are willing to walk
with Jesus and invite them along on the journey.

Be the witness of faith you hope your children will
become one day.

Kathy Baehman
Family Outreach  

This week’s Memorial Candle is
burning in loving memory of

Bev Wintheiser
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Knights in Action 

Seminarian Support
The council has approved giving $500.00 to two
seminarians. The money helps them with day to day
living expenses. We are in the process to determine
which two in the Green Bay Diocese are in the most
need. We’ll keep you posted

Mark Your Calendars
Blood Drive October 12
Brats and Burgers in October 17 after
Saturday Mass
Coats for Kids! Month of October

To join the Knights, you can go to: 
Mike’s contact information: mbrefczynski@gmail.com
or 920-379-7716

Blessings to all,
Mike Brefczynski, Grand Knight

Cesar Limon & Jessica Victoria

mailto:mbrefczynski@gmail.com


Would you like to better understand the Catholic faith? Want to grow in your relationship
with God? Interested in becoming Catholic? Or being confirmed as an adult?
Catholicism 101 is a great place to take the next step in your faith journey. Catholicism
101 is open to all. Feel free to join us anytime! One-on-one learning options are also
available for those who can’t make it on Monday nights. 

Need more info? Contact Sara Scheunemann, Pastoral Associate at St. Raphael,
sara.scheunemann@raphael.org or 920-233-8044, ext. 228. An RSVP to Sara is helpful but not required. 

 Mondays, 6:15-7:45 pm at St. Raphael, Rooms 104-106
 October 12-Oct. 19: The Search
 Finding meaning in life and the answers to our biggest questions

  

Is a loved one in the hospital and would like a visit? Please call the parish office at 920-233-
8044 and let us know so we can arrange for one of the priests to come visit! If a loved one is at
Mercy, we only know that if you inform us. 

Hospital Visits 

Discernment & the Holy Spirit: Why Does God Allow Desolation? Reason #2

In the love of Jesus,
Sara Scheunemann, Pastoral Associate

P.S. Previous columns in this weekly series on the “Holy Spirit and Discernment,” which started 
July 11/12, are available online in the St. Raphael bulletins.

Last week, we started to look at why God allows times of spiritual
desolation in our lives, starting with the first reason: We have been lax in
our spiritual commitments, and God allows the desolation as an alarm bell
to get us back on track.

In spiritual desolation, God is asking us: Will we persevere? Or are we only fair weather friends who stay
with him when things are going well? Will we stand up to the test to remain faithful even when the
sweetness we feel in prayer, or the insights we enjoy, or any other tangible gift fades? Will we keep
praying even when it feels like we are getting nothing out of it? Will we trust that God is working behind
the scenes in hidden ways we can’t yet see? These are the kinds of questions God is asking of us. He is
giving us the opportunity to show him that we love him and will be faithful to seeking him and spending
time with him no matter what.

In many ways, this is “where the rubber meets the road” in our spiritual lives. It is easy to be faithful
during times of consolation. It’s much harder in desolation, but the struggle reveals who we are and helps
us to grow.

Next week, we’ll look at the one final reason why God allows spiritual desolation.

Ignatius offers two more reasons for spiritual desolation. The second reason God permits spiritual
desolation is to test us and to teach us. In this case, we have been faithful to prayer, to attending
Mass, and to our other spiritual commitments. We already are on the right track. But we still have
things to learn about God and ourselves and ways we need to grow. 
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We invite the women of St. Raphael to join us this fall
for one of our Women of Faith small groups. We meet
once a month, so it’s not a huge commitment, but we
receive a lot from this small investment of time:
friendships with other women who share our faith; time
to reflect, pray, and grow in our relationship with God;
and inspiration from the women of the Old Testament
(our current topic), just to name a few. 

Fall is a great time for a new beginning. We hope
you will join us! 

Mom’s Group 
First & Third Tuesdays of the Month (Sept-May),
9 am, Good Samaritan Hall 
Working Mom’s Group 
Second Saturday of the Month, 9am, 
Rooms 110 & 111 (off of Good Samaritan Hall)
Women’s Group Open to All 
Third Monday of the Month, 2pm, Rooms 104-106
Women’s Group Open to All 
Third Monday of the Month, 7pm, Parent Room
(located near the bathrooms) 

Contact Sara at sara.scheunemann@raphael.org or
920-233-8044, ext. 228, to be connected to any of
these groups. You are also welcome to show up
anytime! 

Women of Faith Small Groups COME JOIN  US!

 

Weekly on Thursdays through Oct. 22, 9-10 am
Location: Good Samaritan Hall

Facilitator: Dcn. John Ingala
The great sacraments of the Church–Baptism,
Confirmation, the Eucharist, Reconciliation, the Anointing
of the Sick, Matrimony, and Holy Orders – have been
passed down from generation to generation, serving as a
wellspring of God’s love in our world for over 2,000 years. 

As Catholics, the Sacraments nurture our life in God
from birth to death. We receive them regularly, but how
well do we really understand these great mysteries of our
faith?

In his video series on “The Sacraments,” Bishop Barron
explores their theological depth and spiritual effects.
Come and learn more about God’s great gifts to us in the
Sacraments. No RSVP required.
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A Surge of the Heart: 
Moving from saying our prayers to a life of prayer
Starts this week!
Tuesdays, Oct. 20, Nov. 3 & 17
 6:30-7:45 pm 
Location: Good Samaritan Hall 

 Therese of Lisieux called prayer "a surge of the
heart" – the soul’s response to the gentle pull
towards communion with God. In this five-session
course, we will explore the rich vision of Christian
spirituality and the place of prayer within it, seeing
prayer not merely as a practice but as a growing
relationship with God. From this wider perspective,
we will consider practical ways of praying and the
challenges that often accompany the journey. 

This course is for those who have ever felt confused
or uncertain about prayer, and for those who want to
deepen their own prayer life. 

Sessions:
The context of prayer – where prayer happens 
Temples of the Spirit – desire, longing, and
sacred hearts 
How we talk to God – methods of prayer 
How God talks to us – listening for the still, small
voice 
Dealing with common obstacles in prayer

 
RSVP helpful, but not required:
sara.scheunemann@raphael.org or 920-233-8044, ext.
228. Our guide for this series is Chris Arnold. Chris
Arnold is a member of St. Raphael parish. He was
formerly ordained in a different Christian Tradition and
studied spiritual direction at Loyola Univeristy in
Chicago. He was received into full communion with the
Catholic Church last October.
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
AT A GLANCE

October 12 - Community Blood Drive

October 14 - Rosary Tying Group 

October 17 - Brats n Burgers after 5pm Sat Mass

October 17/18 - World Mission Sunday Collection

October 22 - Parish Annual Meeting 

October 24 - Fall White Elephant Bingo

October 25 - Families of Faith

World Mission Sunday
October 17/18, 2025

Next weekend, October 17/18 we are called in a
special way to be “missionaries of faith.” We can
be those missionaries through prayer and
participation in the Eucharist, and by giving
generously to the World Mission Sunday
collection.
In the Diocese of Green Bay, the World Mission
Collection supports the activities of three
mission collections: the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith; the Collection for Latin
America; and the Collection to Aid the Church in
Central and Eastern Europe.
The Propagation of the Faith provides ongoing
support for the pastoral and evangelizing
programs of the Catholic Church in Africa, Asia,
the Islands of the Pacific and remote regions of
Latin America. This includes aid for the
education and support of seminarians, religious
novices, and lay catechists; for the work of
religious communities in education, health care
and social services; for communication and
transportation needs, and for disaster and
emergency relief when necessary.
On World Mission Sunday, you are asked for your
prayers and financial assistance in supporting
the missionary work of the Church. Please be as
generous as your means will allow and continue
to pray that all of us may be eager and effective
witnesses of our faith in our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Thank you and May God bless you.
Envelopes are available in the Gathering Space,
in your envelope packets or you may donate
online at raphael.org/give

mailto:sara.scheunemann@raphael.org
mailto:sara.scheunemann@raphael.org
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Eucharistic Procession to St. Carlos Acutis Adoration Chapel
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Parish Staff 

Telephone ext 
Pastoral Team: 
Pastor (ext 224)……………….…………….…… Fr.Tom Long

first.last@raphael.org) 

High School Principal 

 
The Rosary is prayed at St. Raphael
church Mon-Thur at 7:25am before
the 8am Masses. The Rosary is also
prayed at 10:15am every Wednesday
at Fr. Carr’s. 

(email staff & priests: 
Example: Fr Tom: tom.long@raphael.org

 
Parochial Vicar (ext 226)………………...….Fr. Nathan Budde
Pastoral Associate (ext 228)……………...Sara Scheunemann
Pastoral Minister (ext 236)…………………...Dcn. John Ingala
Parish Office 
Executive Secretary (ext 221) ………...…...Deb Ransbottom
Pastoral Care Facilitator (ext 222) ………………….Jill Eaton
Religious Education Secretary (ext 223)…..Anne Glowcheski
Business Office 
Business Manager (ext 238) …………………….. Tony Wihlm
Accounts Receivable (ext 237)……..….…...Anne Glowcheski
Facilities Manager (ext 247)…………………....Howard Frank
Liturgy/Music 
Coordinator of Liturgy/Music (ext 231)………… Karen Moehn
Liturgy Assistant (ext 236)…………………………Anne Deacy
Coord. of Social Communication (ext 234).…....Megan Kugel
Religious Education: 
Director of Religious Education (ext 227).…….Jessie Adrians
RE Coordinator (Gr. 1-5) (ext 232)………… Gwendolyn Noto
RE Coordinator (Gr 6-12)(ext 233)………………….Katie Klug
Youth Ministry Grades 6-12 (ext 233)……. …….....Katie Klug
Youth Ministry Assistant (ext 246)…………...Kathy Baehman
Family Outreach Coordinator (ext 246)……...Kathy Baehman
Sunday School/CLOW Coordinator…………..Kathy Baehman 

Parish Leaders: 
Trustee-Secretary: Jerry Stephens
Trustee-Treasurer: Dave Hetzel
Parish Council Chair: Tracy Slagter 
Finance Council Chair: Michael Schellenger 

 

Lourdes Academy, our Catholic School
President:
Zachary Zeckser

Elementary & Middle School Principal: 
Mary Ann Saiyed

High School Principal: 
David Mikesell 
 

St. Raphael is equipped with a hearing loop.
Please switch your hearing aid to T-Coil. 

Mass Intentions
Saturday, October 10
 5:00 pm William Stoey †
Sunday, October 11 28  Sunday/Ordinaryth

 8:00 am Geri Youngwirth † 
10:00 am Bill Denney †
 5:00 pm People of the Parish
Monday, October 12
 8:00 am     Maria & Jose Tinio †
Tuesday, October 13 
 8:00 am   Gil Smieja †
Wednesday, October 14
 8:00 am    Catherine Columbia †
Thursday, October 15  St. Teresa of Jesus
 8:00 am   Judy Dadas †
Friday, October 16
 7:30 am at St. Jude - Sacred Heart 
Saturday, October 17 St. Ignatius of Antioch
  5:00 pm    Teresa Moore †
Sunday, October 18 29  Sunday/Ordinaryth

  8:00 am     Gladys Szabo † 
10:00 am     Janice Kash   †
  5:00 pm    Jerome Strigel †

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time / October 18, 2026 
 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus,
 whose right hand I grasp,
subduing nations before him. (Is 45:1)
Psalm:
Give the Lord glory and honor. (Ps 96)
Second Reading:
We give thanks to God always for all of you,
 remembering you in our prayers,
 unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and
labor of love. (1 Thes 1:2-3)
Gospel:
“Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar
and to God what belongs to God.” (Mt 22:21)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
 The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
©LPi
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	Mass Schedule
	Saturday
	Sunday
	5pm
	8 am, 10 am
	5pm
	Reconciliation
	7:30am on WFRVLocal5
	Mass for the Homebound
	Parish Office Hours
	Our Catholic School:
	PASTORAL TEAM


	October 11, 2026
	MISSION OF ST. RAPHAEL
	As friends and followers of Jesus,
	we are devoted to fostering households and communities of discipleship
	through the mission and ministry
	of the Catholic Church.

	Dear Parishioners,
	Is it just me, or is Ordinary Time flying by? Already, today we enter the 28th of 34 Sundays of Ordinary Time with Advent looming only a month and a half away. Rather than focusing on a particular aspect of the Paschal Mystery like we do during the other seasons of the Church Year (e.g. Easter-Resurrection; Christmas-Birth; Lent-Passion), during Ordinary Time, we celebrate it all, so to speak! Although the Gospel passages focus on Christ’s earthly ministry, there is no official theme to most of these Sundays.
	This is why the prayers we have been reflecting on in the past few months, first the Collect and then the Prayer Over the Offerings, rather than pointing to a particular moment of Christ’s life, often describe how the effects of the Paschal Mystery (life, passion, death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ) are made manifest in us through our participation at Mass! Therefore, paying attention to these prayers, I hope, is not just an exercise in grammatical gymnastics or nerdy theological explication, but an opportunity to really pray the Mass in a deeper way as Bishop Ricken has invited us to do in the last few years.
	This month, we make an end of this little series on the prayers of the Mass by examining the final one: the Prayer After Communion. It is not simply the “closing prayer” of the Mass. For example, in a liturgy of the Word service where there is no Communion, we do not pray this prayer to conclude the liturgy. Rather, this prayer is intimately connected to our reception of Holy Communion and, in the official books, it is part of the “Communion Rite,” separate from the “Concluding Rites.” Connecting this prayer to our reception of Communion rather than the end of Mass will help all of us to make this prayer part of our own personal prayer.
	Without further ado, here is the Prayer after Communion from this week
	We entreat your majesty most humbly, O Lord,
	We are reminded that the prayer of the humble person is heard by our Heavenly Father and is the best disposition for prayer (Luke 1:52; 18:13).
	that, as you feed us with the nourishment which comes from the most holy Body and Blood of your Son, so you may make us sharers of his divine nature.
	Each Prayer After Communion acknowledges Who we have received as spiritual nourishment. Then, our petition in nearly all these prayers is that we don’t leave Mass the same as when we started Mass. The Eucharist has the power to transform us into the image of Christ and liberate us from the grips of temptation and sin! This fruitfulness does not automatically happen, though, just by receiving the Eucharist. We must also be properly disposed (the first part of the prayer) and ask for it (the second part of the prayer). May we all grow in our desire to be transformed by Jesus in the Eucharist!
	Have a blessed week and enjoy these beautiful fall days!

	In Christ,
	Fr. Budde
	Parish Annual Meeting
	Tuesday, October 22, 6:30 pm
	All parishioners are invited to this meeting, where the Annual Report will be presented. There will be an overview of the financial report from the 2025-26 fiscal year, as well as updates on participation in sacraments and other areas of parish life. There will also be an opportunity to ask questions about the parish.
	WHAT’S HAPPENING
	Stewardship of Sharing
	Week Ending October 4, 2026
	Saturday, October 10
	9:00 am Working Moms Group
	3:30 pm Reconciliation
	5:00 pm Mass

	Sunday, October 11
	Morning Masses at 8am & 10am
	Coffee & Donuts after Morning Masses
	5:00 pm Mass
	6:00 pm Flash Youth Ministry

	Monday, October 12
	8:00 am    Mass
	12:30 pm    Community Blood Mobile
	6:15 pm    Catholicism 101
	6:30 pm    Confirmation

	Tueday, October 13
	8:00 am    Mass
	4:30 pm    Parent session #1 Grades 1-10
	4:30 pm    Grades 1-5 RE Classes
	4:30 pm    Middle School Edge
	6:15 pm    Human Concerns Meeting
	7:00 pm    Women of Faith Leaders Meeting

	Wednesday, October 14
	8:00 am    Mass
	9:00 am    Holy Knots Rosary Tying
	9:30 am    Women’s Spirituality
	4:30 pm    Parent session #1 Grades 1-10
	4:30 pm    Grades 1-5 RE Classes
	5:30 pm    Parent session #1 Grades 1-10
	5:30 pm    Middle School Edge
	6:00 pm    Baptism Class
	6:30 pm    Holy Knots Rosary Tying
	7:30 pm    Confirmation Class
	8:00 pm    Reconciliation

	Thursday, October 15
	8:00 am    Mass
	9:00 am    The Sacraments -  Dcn John Ingala
	2:00 am    Grief Support
	4:00 pm    Reconciliation
	4:30 pm    Youth Choir
	6:00 pm    Mixed Choir

	Friday, October 16
	7:30 am    Mass at St Jude

	Saturday, October 17  World Mission Sunday
	Oshkosh Area Food Pantry Collection
	7:45 am   Women of Faith Event (Fr. Carr’s)
	9:00 am   Christ Child Society Mtg/Wrkshp
	9:00 am   Secular Francisicans Mtg
	3:30 pm   Reconciliation
	5:00 pm   Mass
	6:00 pm   Burgers & Brats after Mass

	Praying at Mass Envelope Collection Loose Collection EFT
	1,387
	19,903 1,911 702
	8,443          30,959
	On-Line Giving
	Total Weekly Collections
	Year to date giving (actual) Year to date giving (budgeted)
	399,395 373,750
	Money given over the amount needed is invested for future needs. Thank you for your generosity, as these donations are important for our long term needs.
	Please remember St. Raphael Church as a beneficiary in your Will / Estate Planning

	Weekend Mass Updates:
	September 12/13
	September 19/20
	September 26/27
	October 3/4
	5:00
	332
	337
	295
	302

	8:00
	377
	429
	386
	405

	10:00
	631
	576
	561
	502

	5:00
	133
	191
	256
	178
	1,437
	1,533
	1,498
	1,387

	St. Raphael Catholic Church Blood Drive
	Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
	830 S. Westhaven Dr., Oshkosh
	Monday, October 12, 12:30 pm - 5pm
	To schedule your life-saving donation
	appointment, please call
	The Community Blood Center at
	(800) 280-4102 or visit communityblood.org/donor
	Log in, click “Donate Now” and search for
	sponsor code S159.

	Sunday, October 18  World Mission Sunday
	Morning Masses at 8am & 10am
	NO Burrito Sunday
	Oshkosh Area Food Pantry Collection
	5:00 pm     Mass
	6:00 pm     Flash Youth Ministry
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	RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
	The heavenly hero for the month of October is St. Thérèse of Lisieux.  St. Thérèse of Lisieux was known as the "Little Flower" (or "Little Flower of Jesus") because she viewed herself as a humble, simple wildflower in God's garden rather than a grand or prominent bloom like a rose or a lily. To celebrate her, deliver fresh daisies to a neighbor, friend or helpers in your community. Write a short thank you card that expresses your gratitude and appreciation for all they do.
	Upcoming Faith Formation Events:
	October 13 (4:30)/ October 14 (4:30 pm and 5:30pm): Parent Session 1
	October 25: Families of Faith, 3-5 pm
	October 28: All catechist retreat at Fr. Carr’s Place 2B. No classes for weekly class students.
	November 7/8, 3-6pm: First Reconciliation Retreat
	The following child will be baptized at
	St. Raphael  this weekend
	daughter of Dylan and
	Crystal Sommerfeld

	Welcome, Little One!
	The Knights of Columbus is sponsoring a Coats for Kids campaign during the month of  October. Starting the weekend of October 4/5, bring your new or gently used children’s coats to church.
	There will be a collection box in the Gathering Space. All coats will go to the Salvation Army. Please call the parish office at 920-233-8044 if you have any questions.
	The Central Business Office staff has been moving this week into the renovated building, and we are excited to welcome the Early Learning Center staff and children next week!
	Our office space is wonderfully conducive to collaboration, and we will soon be able to host board and committee meetings as well. The staff from both the ELC and the CBO have been putting in some sweat equity with domolition, unpacking, organizing, and more. It has been a uniquely graced time of transition, and we are so glad to be here in this new space. Now all together in the same office space, we are enjoying our new capacity to collaborate and movd our misison forward! We are looking forward to blessing the buildilng and then hosting a grand opening as well. In the meantime, the CBO is humming away working hard, and the ELC continues moving in. More great things ahead!
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	Be a witness of faith to your children
	We want our children to know and love Jesus. We teach them their prayers, bring them to Mass, enroll them in Catholic school or Religious Education, and help them learn about the Catholic faith. But one of the most powerful ways we pass on our faith is simply by living it ourselves.
	Our children are watching us. They see how we treat others, how we handle difficult situations, whether we turn to God when life is challenging, and if our faith is truly a part of our everyday lives. The way we live our faith can speak louder than words.
	Being a witness of faith doesn’t mean being a perfect parent. It means allowing our children to see that God is important in our lives. Let them see you pray. Thank God aloud for the blessings in your life. Ask God to help when you are worried. Say you are sorry when you make a mistake. Forgive others. Show kindness to someone who is struggling. Let your children see that your relationship with Jesus affects the way you live.
	There are some simple ways to make faith part of family life:
	Pray together. Grace before meals, pray at bedtime, or pray together when someone needs God’s help.
	Go to Mass together. Make Sunday Mass a priority and help your children understand that worshiping God is an important part of family life.
	Talk about God naturally. Share with your children how you see God working in your life.
	Read Scripture together. Even a short Gospel story can open the door to a meaningful conversation about Jesus.
	Serve others. Look for opportunities to help someone in need and explain to them that Jesus calls us to love our neighbor.
	Most importantly, remember that your children don’t need perfect parents, they need parents who are willing to walk with Jesus and invite them along on the journey.
	Be the witness of faith you hope your children will become one day.
	Kathy Baehman
	Family Outreach

	Knights in Action
	Mark Your Calendars
	Blood Drive October 12
	Brats and Burgers in October 17 after Saturday Mass
	Coats for Kids! Month of October
	To join the Knights, you can go to:
	Mike’s contact information: mbrefczynski@gmail.com or 920-379-7716

	Blessings to all,
	Mike Brefczynski, Grand Knight
	Cesar Limon & Jessica Victoria


	JOINING OUR PARISH
	If you are interested in becoming a member of                St. Raphael Parish, ask a parish staff person, deacon or priest before or after Mass for a New Parishioner Folder, or call the parish office. After reviewing the folder, set up an appointment to meet with Fr. Nathan or Fr. Tom. We would love to welcome you as a parish member!
	Please pray for:
	This week’s Memorial Candle is burning in loving memory of
	Bev Wintheiser
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	Discernment & the Holy Spirit: Why Does God Allow Desolation? Reason #2
	In the love of Jesus,
	Sara Scheunemann, Pastoral Associate

	Mondays, 6:15-7:45 pm at St. Raphael, Rooms 104-106
	October 12-Oct. 19: The Search
	Finding meaning in life and the answers to our biggest questions
	Hospital Visits
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	Women of Faith Small Groups
	Fall is a great time for a new beginning. We hope you will join us!
	Mom’s Group
	Working Mom’s Group


	COME JOIN  US!
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	A Surge of the Heart:
	Moving from saying our prayers to a life of prayer
	Starts this week!
	Tuesdays, Oct. 20, Nov. 3 & 17
	6:30-7:45 pm
	Location: Good Samaritan Hall
	Therese of Lisieux called prayer "a surge of the heart" – the soul’s response to the gentle pull towards communion with God. In this five-session course, we will explore the rich vision of Christian spirituality and the place of prayer within it, seeing prayer not merely as a practice but as a growing relationship with God. From this wider perspective, we will consider practical ways of praying and the challenges that often accompany the journey.
	This course is for those who have ever felt confused or uncertain about prayer, and for those who want to deepen their own prayer life.

	Sessions:
	The context of prayer – where prayer happens
	Temples of the Spirit – desire, longing, and sacred hearts
	How we talk to God – methods of prayer
	How God talks to us – listening for the still, small voice
	Dealing with common obstacles in prayer
	RSVP helpful, but not required: sara.scheunemann@raphael.org or 920-233-8044, ext. 228. Our guide for this series is Chris Arnold. Chris Arnold is a member of St. Raphael parish. He was formerly ordained in a different Christian Tradition and studied spiritual direction at Loyola Univeristy in Chicago. He was received into full communion with the Catholic Church last October.

	World Mission Sunday
	October 17/18, 2025
	Next weekend, October 17/18 we are called in a special way to be “missionaries of faith.” We can be those missionaries through prayer and participation in the Eucharist, and by giving generously to the World Mission Sunday collection.
	In the Diocese of Green Bay, the World Mission Collection supports the activities of three mission collections: the Society for the Propagation of the Faith; the Collection for Latin America; and the Collection to Aid the Church in Central and Eastern Europe.
	The Propagation of the Faith provides ongoing support for the pastoral and evangelizing programs of the Catholic Church in Africa, Asia, the Islands of the Pacific and remote regions of Latin America. This includes aid for the education and support of seminarians, religious novices, and lay catechists; for the work of religious communities in education, health care and social services; for communication and transportation needs, and for disaster and emergency relief when necessary.
	On World Mission Sunday, you are asked for your prayers and financial assistance in supporting the missionary work of the Church. Please be as generous as your means will allow and continue to pray that all of us may be eager and effective witnesses of our faith in our Savior, Jesus Christ. Thank you and May God bless you.
	Envelopes are available in the Gathering Space, in your envelope packets or you may donate online at raphael.org/give


	UPCOMING EVENTS
	AT A GLANCE
	October 12 - Community Blood Drive
	October 14 - Rosary Tying Group
	October 17 - Brats n Burgers after 5pm Sat Mass
	October 17/18 - World Mission Sunday Collection
	October 22 - Parish Annual Meeting
	October 24 - Fall White Elephant Bingo
	October 25 - Families of Faith

	Eucharistic Procession to St. Carlos Acutis Adoration Chapel
	Mass Intentions
	Saturday, October 10
	5:00 pm William Stoey †

	Sunday, October 11 28th Sunday/Ordinary
	8:00 am Geri Youngwirth †
	10:00 am Bill Denney †
	5:00 pm People of the Parish

	Monday, October 12
	8:00 am     Maria & Jose Tinio †

	Tuesday, October 13
	8:00 am   Gil Smieja †

	Wednesday, October 14
	8:00 am    Catherine Columbia †

	Thursday, October 15  St. Teresa of Jesus
	8:00 am   Judy Dadas †

	Friday, October 16
	7:30 am at St. Jude - Sacred Heart
	Saturday, October 17 St. Ignatius of Antioch
	5:00 pm    Teresa Moore †

	Sunday, October 18 29th Sunday/Ordinary
	8:00 am     Gladys Szabo †
	10:00 am     Janice Kash   †
	5:00 pm    Jerome Strigel †
	St. Raphael is equipped with a hearing loop. Please switch your hearing aid to T-Coil.
	The Rosary is prayed at St. Raphael church Mon-Thur at 7:25am before the 8am Masses. The Rosary is also prayed at 10:15am every Wednesday at Fr. Carr’s.
	Lourdes Academy, our Catholic School
	President:
	Zachary Zeckser
	Elementary & Middle School Principal:
	Mary Ann Saiyed
	High School Principal:
	David Mikesell


	Parish Leaders:
	Trustee-Secretary: Jerry Stephens
	Trustee-Treasurer: Dave Hetzel
	Parish Council Chair: Tracy Slagter
	Finance Council Chair: Michael Schellenger
	High School Principal

	29th Sunday in Ordinary Time / October 18, 2026
	Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus,
	whose right hand I grasp,
	subduing nations before him. (Is 45:1)
	Psalm:
	Give the Lord glory and honor. (Ps 96)
	Second Reading:
	We give thanks to God always for all of you,
	remembering you in our prayers,
	unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love. (1 Thes 1:2-3)
	Gospel:
	“Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar
	and to God what belongs to God.” (Mt 22:21)

	Parish Staff
	(email staff & priests:
	first.last@raphael.org)
	Example: Fr Tom: tom.long@raphael.org

	Telephone ext
	Pastoral Team:
	Pastor (ext 224)……………….…………….…… Fr.Tom Long
	Parochial Vicar (ext 226)………………...….Fr. Nathan Budde Pastoral Associate (ext 228)……………...Sara Scheunemann Pastoral Minister (ext 236)…………………...Dcn. John Ingala Parish Office
	Executive Secretary (ext 221) ………...…...Deb Ransbottom Pastoral Care Facilitator (ext 222) ………………….Jill Eaton Religious Education Secretary (ext 223)…..Anne Glowcheski Business Office
	Business Manager (ext 238) …………………….. Tony Wihlm Accounts Receivable (ext 237)……..….…...Anne Glowcheski Facilities Manager (ext 247)…………………....Howard Frank Liturgy/Music
	Coordinator of Liturgy/Music (ext 231)………… Karen Moehn Liturgy Assistant (ext 236)…………………………Anne Deacy Coord. of Social Communication (ext 234).…....Megan Kugel Religious Education:
	Director of Religious Education (ext 227).…….Jessie Adrians RE Coordinator (Gr. 1-5) (ext 232)………… Gwendolyn Noto RE Coordinator (Gr 6-12)(ext 233)………………….Katie Klug Youth Ministry Grades 6-12 (ext 233)……. …….....Katie Klug Youth Ministry Assistant (ext 246)…………...Kathy Baehman Family Outreach Coordinator (ext 246)……...Kathy Baehman Sunday School/CLOW Coordinator…………..Kathy Baehman
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