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CATHOLIC CHURCH

830 S Westhaven Drive, Oshkosh, WI| 54904
920 233 8044 | parish.office@raphael.org | raphael.org

Mass Schedule October 4, 2026

Saturday 5pm
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Weekday Masses Monday - Thursday 8 am ORDINARY TIME
Reconciliation > L e the Kimgedor of Goc wil be
Saturday 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm TN = e
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Thursday 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Mass for the Homebound

Radio Mass Sunday 8am on WOSH 1490AM
TV Mass w/ Bishop Ricken - Sundays at
7:30am on WFRVLocal5

Parish Office Hours

Monday - Thursday  8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Friday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Our Catholic School: Lourdes Academy
920-426-3626

PASTORAL TEAM

Pastor - Fr. Tom Long

Parochial Vicar - Fr. Nathan Budde

Pastoral Associate - Sara Scheunemann

Deacons - Greg Grey, John Ingala,
Mark Leafgren

Oshkosh Area Weekday Masses:
St. Raphael Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs at 8 am
St. Jude Tues, Wed, Fri at 7:30 am at Sacred Heart

Most Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday at 6:30 pm at St. Mary

Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat at 7:30 am at St. Peter ReSPeCt Life Month

Father Carr's Place 2B ’ L AAA
Monday, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat at 7 am October 2026

Mercy Medical Center Chapel respectlife.org/celebrate
1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 2 pm N




Dear Parishioners,

This weekend we mark the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of
Assisi. When we think of saints, St. Francis is often one of the first that
comes to mind. St. Francis took the call to live out his faith very seriously. He
lived a life of poverty and gathered others around him to do the same.

Through service to the poor, he reminded all Christians of our need to serve : Jubilee Year
those in most need. . »

St. Francis

%
wl

As the son of a wealthy merchant, Francis saw a man disfigured by the
disease of leprosy. Francis stopped, gave the man his cloak and a kiss. After
this encounter, Francis grew in his faith and heard God’s call to follow the T
Lord in a much deeper way. He renounced his wealth and helped to rebuild  FEE 1226-2026
the Church through a life of prayer, poverty, and service. St. Francis and St. ]

Clare began a spiritual movement that continues to flourish 800 years later.
Today, religious communities of sisters, brothers and priests live according
to the witness and example of St. Francis. Many laypeople live as Secular
Franciscans, devoted to living Franciscan spirituality.

Here in Oshkosh, the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother, a Franciscan congregation, have been present in our
community since 1891 when they opened St. Mary’s Hospital and later Mercy Hospital. Franciscan Courts, across
the street from St. Raphael Church, is their retirement home for the sisters in the US. Several other communities
of Franciscan Sisters, including the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity from Manitowoc, served over the years
in Oshkosh, especially in our Catholic schools.

Today St. Francis continues to be a witness to following Christ wholeheartedly. His witness challenges us to live

simply, to be intentional in our care for the poor, to seek peace with God, with other people and with all of God’s
creation.

This month of October is Respect Life Month. May St. Francis inspire us to give reverence to all life, from

conception until natural death. May we see the presence of Christ in the unborn, in the poor, in the elderly and in
all people.

Gratefully,
Fr Tom

(" N
. . . As fall approaches we have so many things to
Ch rIStIan Famlly look forward to and be thankful for, including

gathering once again as a CFM “family of

Movement families” beginning the evening of October the 10!

If you participated in CFM last year we look forward to joining in fellowship with you once again. If you will be
newly joining, welcome!

This year we will register with CFM National as one group through our parish, St. Raphael the Archangel, not
as individual families online at the CFM website. You may register by:

« Stopping by the CFM table in the gathering space after Mass
« Emailing Deacon Mark at cfm @raphael.org
« Clicking on the contact link on the CFM page at our St. Raphael the Archangel website

There is a fee for renewing membership (reduced for those joining initially). If this is an issue contact us. No
one will be prevented from joining our “family” due to cost. If you have any questions do not hesitate to reach out
through email or by calling the parish office. This year let us continue growing, making a difference in our
families, parish, and community through our love for God and each other!

\. J/
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Saturday, October 3

3:30 pm Reconciliation

5:00 pm Mass

6:00 pm Newcomer Dinner

Sunday, October 4

Morning Masses at 8am & 10am
Coffee & Donuts after Morning Masses
12:00 pm Blessing of Pets

5:00 pm Mass

6:00 pm Flash Youth Ministry

Monday, October 5

8:00 am Mass

6:15 pm Catholicism 101

6:30 pm Confirmation

Tueday, October 6

8:00 am Liturgy of the Word w/Communion
8:45am SSM Meeting

4:30 pm Grades 1-5 RE Classes

4:30 pm Middle School Edge

6:30 pm Growing Deeper Together:

Adult Faith Formation

Wednesday, October 7

8:00 am Liturgy of the Word w/Communion
9:30 am Women’s Spirituality

4:30 pm Grades 1-5 RE Classes

5:30 pm Middle School Edge

7:30 pm Confirmation Class

7:30 pm High School RE Classes
8:00 pm Reconciliation
Thursday, October 8

8:00 am Mass

9:00 am The Sacraments - Dcn John Ingala
10:00 am Caregiver Support Group
4:00 pm Reconciliation

4:30 pm Youth Choir

6:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting
6:00 pm Mixed Choir

Friday, October 9

7:30 am Mass at St Jude
Saturday, October 10

9:00 am Working Moms Group

3:30 pm Reconciliation

5:00 pm Mass
Sunday, October 11

Morning Masses at 8am & 10am
Coffee & Donuts after Morning Masses
5:00 pm Mass
L 6:00 pm Flash Youth Ministry

( WHAT’'S HAPPENING R

Stewardship of Sharing
Week Ending September 27, 2026

Praying at Mass 1,498
Envelope Collection $ 10,407
Loose Collection $ 2,099
EFT $ 702
On-Line Giving $ 5,048
Total Weekly Collections $ 18,256
Year to date giving (actual) $ 368,436

Year to date giving (budgeted) $ 345,000

Money given over the amount needed is invested for
future needs. Thank you for your generosity, as these
donations are important for our long term needs.

Please remember St. Raphael Church as a
beneficiary in your Will / Estate Planning

Weekend Mass Updates:

Saturday Sunday Total

5:00 8:00 10:00 5:00
September 5/6 336 437 654 1,439
September 12/13 332 377 631 133 1,437
September 19/20 337 429 576 191 1,533
September 26/27 295 386 561 256 1498

BLESSING OF ANIMALS
Sunday, October 4 at 12 Noon

Come celebrate the Feast of
St. Francis with our parish by bringing
your family AND your pet to a special
blessing service.
We will meet outside in the courtyard.

St. Raphael Catholic Church Blood Drive
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
830 S. Westhaven Dr., Oshkosh
Monday, October 12, 12:30 pm - 5pm
To schedule your life-saving donation
appointment, please call
The Community Blood Center at
(800) 280-4102 or visit communityblood.org/donor
Log in, click “Donate Now” and search for

sponsor code S159.
\. y,
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

-

Heavenly Hero for the month of October: Therese of Lisieux
Born: January 2nd, 1873

Died: September 30, 1897

Feast Day: October 1

Patronage: Missionaries, Florists, Pilots, and the sick

Saint Thérése of Lisieux, affectionately known as "The Little Flower," is one of the most beloved Catholic saints
in the world. Born Marie-Francoise-Thérése Martin in France, she grew up in a deeply faithful home.

Thérése was the youngest of five sisters. As a toddler, she was full of joy, but when she was just four years old,
her mother died of cancer. This loss made little Thérése very sensitive. One day, when Thérése was very sick in
bed, her sisters prayed to Mother Mary. Thérése saw a statue of the Blessed Mother smile at her, and she was
instantly healed. Later, on Christmas Eve when she was 13, Jesus gave her a special grace of strength that
cured her oversensitivity and filled her heart with a desire to serve others.

Thérése knew very early that she wanted to be a Carmelite nun, just like her older sisters. God made a way, and
she was allowed to join the Carmelite monastery in Lisieux when she was 15 years old.

Inside the convent, Thérése dreamed of doing grand, heroic things for God, but she realized she was too small
for giant deeds. So, she invented a beautiful path called "The Little Way". This means that you can become a
saint by doing small things with great love.

Thérése became sick with tuberculosis but she offered her suffering and pain to Jesus. Her superior ordered her
to write down her life story, which became a famous book called Story of a Soul. When she died, she said she
would spend her heaven doing good on Earth. She was canonized in 1927 and made a Doctor of the Church in
1997 by St. Pope John Paul .

Talking Point with Children: The life of St. Therese of Lisieux shows us that simple acts of kindness can lead to
holiness. We can help build God’s kingdom by loving the people who are closest to us.

Action Step for Children: This week follow Therese’s “little way” by doing small things with great love. Some
examples are: Smiling at someone who is grumpy or unkind, picking up a piece of trash or a dropped item to
help someone else, offering a small prayer for someone you don’t know very well.

- /

Upcoming Faith Formation Events:

« Oct. 13 (4:30)/ Oct. 14 (4:30 and 5:30): Parent Session 1
« Oct. 28: All catechist retreat at Fr. Carr’s Place 2B. No classes for weekly class students.
« Nov. 7/8, 3-6: First Reconciliation Retreat

-~ ~ s The Knights of Columbus will
The followi hild will b 3 —~ sponsor a Coats for Kids
ero SWT_‘?’ Cd It Witbe coats L] campaign during the month of
aptized a forl/: qs!\ October. Starting this weekend
St. Raphael this weekend “Klds October 4/5, bring your new or
Mason James, gently used children’s coats to

son of Anthony Rusch & church.
Karigan Hoppe There will be a collection box in the Gathering
) Space. All coats will go to the Salvation Army.
Welcome, Little One! Please call the parish office at 920-233-8044 if you

N _/ have any questions.
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p
Teaching Your Children to Talk to God
m
One of the greatest gifts we can give our
children is the confidence to talk to God.

Prayer doesn’t have to be complicated. Children
can learn that prayer is simply spending time
with God, talking to Him, thanking Him, asking
for help, telling Him what is in their hearts, and
even sitting quietly with Him.

As parents you have a special opportunity to
teach your children how to pray. The example of
parents is an important part of a child’s faith
development.

« When your child is worried, say, “Let’s ask
Jesus to help us”

« When something wonderful happens, say,
“Let’s thank God for that blessing.”

« When someone is sick, say, “Let’s pray for
them.”

« When your child has made a mistake,
remind them that they can always turn to
God and ask for forgiveness.

Help your children understand that God wants to
hear about everything in their lives, their joys,
their fears, their questions, their hopes, and
even the things that make them sad.

This week choose one quiet moment each day
to stop and talk to Jesus as a family. Let each
person say one thing they want to thank God for,
ask God for, or tell God about. Our children may
not remember every prayer we taught them, but
they will remember that we taught them they can
always talk to God.

Kathy Baehman
Family Outreach

/

» This week’s Memorial Candle is
S Our burning in loving memory of
Gﬂﬁ;{gﬁ)&' Dolly Vetrone

o
9 rayers

LOURDES ACADEMY

HOMECOMING

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9TH

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
"WELCOME HOME' AWARDS CEREMONY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
HOMECOMING @ LOURDES ACADEMY

4:15-6 PM. 5:15PM.
FAMILY TAILGATE PARADE
6:05 PM. 7 PM.

HUMAN TUNNEL & MARCH TO TITAN FOOTBALL GAME

V5. PARKVIEW/ALBANY (@TITAN STADIUM)

Did you know that Lorudes Academy greatly values our
parishioners, and that a person need not be a parent of
children in our schools in order to participate on one of our
committees? If you or someone you know is a faithful Catholic
with a background in law, education, finance, marketing,
development, or human relations, that might be a great starter
kit for a committee member!

Anyone interested is encouraged to contact our system
president, Mr. Zach Zeckser, at zzeckser@lourdes.today to
learn more about joining a committee such as Catholic identity,
development, human relations, academia, or the foudnation
board. Thank you!

Reed Scharpf and
Olivia Stephanie
were sacramentally married
this weekend.

Congratulations!

Elernal Life

Please pray for:
Alice Micheli who died on September 24

Marilyn Giebel who died on September 30
o J

—

OCTOBER 4, 2026 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | 5




Discernment & the Holy Spirit:Why does God allow Delsolation?

For the last few weeks, we have been looking at St. Ignatius’s insights about what to do in
times of spiritual desolation — times when we are drawn away from the Lord and we feel
lukewarm, at best, about our commitments to prayer and the spiritual things that we know deep GROWING jf DEEPER

down are good for us. TO _ ER

We have explored Ignatius’s wisdom about what we can do to faithfully endure a time of desolation:
¢ Be faithful to prayer.
* Increase our prayer time, even by a little.
e Look for good things to do instead of turning to false comforts.
e Remember that God is there to help us.
¢ Be patient.
e Keep our thoughts on the hope that God will bring us out of desolation soon (rather than following the spiral of
negative thinking).

But the question arises? Why does God allow desolation at all? Wouldn’t it be better if we could remain in the joys
of spiritual consolation all the time?

Ignatius has some insights about this too and offers three main reasons for desolation in our lives. We’ll look at the
first today.

Ignatius tells us that sometimes desolation is our fault. To quote him: “The first [cause of desolation] is because we
are tepid, slothful, or negligent in our spiritual exercises, and so through our faults spiritual consolation withdraws
from us”

| think many of us have experienced this. Often it happens when we first start to get serious about our spiritual
lives. Maybe we have a profound encounter with God, and we make the commitment to get to know him better by
going to Mass every week and praying for a certain amount of time each day. We stick to that commitment easily at
first, and it brings us a lot of joy. But then, one day we just don’t feel like praying, so we skip it. Before we know it, we
haven’t prayed for a week, and we pushed the snooze button so many times that we missed Sunday Mass. We feel
like we’re in a funk. That funk is desolation that we have caused by not being faithful to the commitments we made
to pray.

As we grow in our spiritual lives, we start to recognize more quickly how dangerous it is to abandon our spiritual
commitments. As the saying goes, “If | miss a day of prayer, | can tell something is off. If | miss a few days of prayer,
everyone can tell something is off” Desolation, when it’s our fault, is like an alarm going off, telling us something is
wrong in our souls and prompting us to get back on track.

If we are in a state of desolation, we need to honestly consider if it’s our fault and make amendments if it is. But
desolation is not always our fault. Next week, we’ll explore two other reasons why God allows desolation.

In the love of Jesus,
Sara Scheunemann, Pastoral Associate

P.S. Previous columns in this weekly series on the “Holy Spirit and Discernment,” which started
July 11/12, are available online in the St. Raphael bulletins.

Hospital Visits

- Is a loved one in the hospital and would like a visit? Please call the parish office at 920-233-8044
and let us know so we can arrange for one of the priests to come visit! If a loved one is at Mercy,
we only know that if you inform us.

6/ ST. RAPHAEL PARISH - OSHKOSH



Women of Faith Small Groups

We invite the women of St. Raphael to join us this fall
for one of our Women of Faith small groups. We meet
once a month, so it’s not a huge commitment, but we
receive a lot from this small investment of time:
friendships with other women who share our faith; time
to reflect, pray, and grow in our relationship with God;
and inspiration from the women of the Old Testament
(our current topic), just to name a few.

Fall is a great time for a new beginning. We hope
you will join us in September!

Mom’s Group

First & Third Tuesdays of the Month (Sept-May),

9 am, Good Samaritan Hall

Working Mom’s Group

Second Saturday of the Month, 9am,

Rooms 110 & 111 (off of Good Samaritan Hall)
Women’s Group Open to All

Third Monday of the Month, 2pm, Rooms 104-106
Women’s Group Open to All

Third Monday of the Month, 7pm, Parent Room
(located near the bathrooms)

Contact Sara at sara.scheunemann@raphael.org or
920-233-8044, ext. 228, to be connected to any of
these groups. You are also welcome to show up
anytime!

COME JOIN US!

Weekly on Thursdays through Oct. 22, 9-10 am
Location: Good Samaritan Hall
Facilitator: Dcn. John Ingala
The great sacraments of the Church—-Baptism,
Confirmation, the Eucharist, Reconciliation, the Anointing
of the Sick, Matrimony, and Holy Orders — have been
passed down from generation to generation, serving as a
wellspring of God'’s love in our world for over 2,000 years.

As Catholics, the Sacraments nurture our life in God
from birth to death. We receive them regularly, but how
well do we really understand these great mysteries of our
faith?

In his video series on “The Sacraments,” Bishop Barron
explores their theological depth and spiritual effects.
Come and learn more about God’s great gifts to us in the
Sacraments. No RSVP required.

o J

Would you like to better understand the Catholic faith? Want to grow in your relationship
with God? Interested in becoming Catholic? Or being confirmed as an adult?
Catholicism 101 is a great place to take the next step in your faith journey. Catholicism
101 is open to all. Feel free to join us anytime! One-on-one learning options are also
available for those who can’t make it on Monday nights.

CATHOLICISM 101

Mondays, 6:15-7:45 pm at St. Raphael, Rooms 104-106
October 5-Oct. 19: The Search
Finding meaning in life and the answers to our biggest questions

Need more info? Contact Sara Scheunemann, Pastoral Associate at St. Raphael,
sara.scheunemann @raphael.org or 920-233-8044, ext. 228. An RSVP to Sara is helpful but not required.

4 N

Caregiver Support Justin Schmidt and

Nicole Helms
were sacramentally married
this weekend.

Do you need emotional or spiritual support as a
caregiver? St. Raphael hosts a support group. Our next
meeting will be Thursday, October 8 at 10 am in
St. Martin’s Chapel at St. Raphael Church. If interested
or if you have questions, please contact Kay Sternat at

\920—203—2790. Feel free to just attend. )

Congratulations!
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A Surge of the Heart:

Moving from saying our prayers to a life of prayer

Starts this week!

Tuesdays, Oct. 6 & 20, Nov. 3 & 17

6:30-7:45 pm

Location: Good Samaritan Hall

Therese of Lisieux called prayer "a surge of the heart" —
the soul’s response to the gentle pull towards communion
with God. In this five-session course, we will explore the
rich vision of Christian spirituality and the place of prayer
within it, seeing prayer not merely as a practice but as a
growing relationship with God. From this wider
perspective, we will consider practical ways of praying and
the challenges that often accompany the journey.

This course is for those who have ever felt confused or
uncertain about prayer, and for those who want to deepen
their own prayer life.

Sessions:
. The context of prayer — where prayer happens
- Temples of the Spirit — desire, longing, and sacred
hearts
- How we talk to God — methods of prayer
- How God talks to us — listening for the still, small voice
- Dealing with common obstacles in prayer

RSVP helpful, but not required:

sara.scheunemann @raphael.org or 920-233-8044, ext. 228.
Our guide for this series is Chris Arnold. Chris Arnold is a
member of St. Raphael parish. He was formerly ordained in a
different Christian Tradition and studied spiritual direction at
Loyola Univeristy in Chicago. He was received into full
communion with the Catholic Church last October.

4 A
Attention Ladies!

Vicariate [ Southwest Council of Catholic
Women, would like to invite you to our upcoming meeting
scheduled for Thursday, October 22 at St. Rose Parish,
Clintonville. The day begins at 8am and concludes at
12:30pm. A Continental breakfast and lunch are included
along with a meeting, Mass and our guest speaker,
Fr. Edward Looney.

The cost for the day is $8. Please respond
by October 15 with your reservation.
' Registration forms are available at the
. St. Raphael Parish office. Please contact

~“Women

of Faith
Sat, October 17

7:45 am-10:30 am
Father Carr's Place 2B

Sponsored by Oshkosh Catholic Parishes

7:00 am: Mass (optional)

7:45-8:15 am: Check-In

8:15-9:00 am: Breakfast & Fellowship
9:00-10:30 am: Speaker, Small Group & Prayer

Topic: Receiving the Gift of

Karen Oskey at 920-716-3949 for details.

HAVE YOU

J

PRAYED TODAY?

8| ST. RAPHAEL PARISH - OSHKOSH

Motherhood in Unexpected Ways

4

of Mercy

®
Workshop
with Sister Pam Biehl

Monday, October. 26

Corporal Works of Mercy
2:30-3:45 pm or 6:30-7:45 pm

Tuesday, October 27
Spiritual Works of Mercy

2:30-3:45 pm or 6:30-7:45 pm
".-‘- e _@" & z i s
' 1y ,_ :



mailto:sara.scheunemann@raphael.org
mailto:sara.scheunemann@raphael.org

Holy Knots
Rosary Tying Group

Begins October 14th!

2 Wednesday of Each Month
9:00-10:30 am or 6:30-8:00 pm

Materials Provided

UPCOMING EVENTS

AT A GLANCE

- October 4 - Blessing of Pets (Noon)
October 5-7 - Clergy Congress
October 12 - Community Blood Drive
October 14 - Rosary Tying Group
October 17 - Brats n Burgers after 5pm Sat Mass
October 17/18 - World Mission Sunday Collection
October 22 - Parish Annual Meeting
October 24 - Fall White Elephant Bingo

\_ October 25 - Families of Faith Y

JOINING OUR PARISH

If you are interested in becoming a member of
St. Raphael Parish, ask a parish staff person,
deacon or priest before or after Mass for a New
Parishioner Folder, or call the parish office. After
reviewing the folder, set up an appointment to meet
with Fr. Nathan or Fr. Tom. We would love to
welcome you as a parish member!

Knights in Action

September Burrito Sunday Recap

The council made 176 burritos, and you took all 176.
Total contributions were $729.00. Expenses were
$150.16, with a net of $578.84. The council will send
$500.00 to the Oshkosh Community Food Pantry.
The food pantry thanks you for your support and the
council thanks you so much.

Thank you to Brother Knight's Mike Brefczynski,
Dennis Schmitz, Jim Dungar, Dale Prey, David
Hasenhorl and Tom Hellman for all there work and
time to make this happen.

We will not be having a Burrito Breakfast in October.
We will be making burgers and brats to be served
after Saturday Mass on October 17. Adjust your
schedule accordingly.

Mark Your Calendars
. Blood Drive October 12
. Brats and Burgers in October 17 after
Saturday Mass
. Coats for Kids! Month of October

To join the Knights, you can go to:
Mike’s contact information: mbrefczynski@ gmail.com
or 920-379-7716

Blessings to all,
Mike Brefczynski, Grand Knight

Parish Annual Meeting
Tuesday, October 22, 6:30 pm

All parishioners are invited to this
meeting, where the Annual Report will
be presented. There will be an
overview of the financial report from
the 2025-26 fiscal year, as well as
updates on participation in
sacraments and other areas of parish
life. There will also be an opportunity
to ask questions about the parish.

MISSION OF ST. RAPHAEL

As friends and followers of Jesus,
we are devoted to fostering households and

communities of discipleship
through the mission and ministry
of the Catholic Church.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 3

5:00 pm Karl Kallin
Sunday, October 4 27" Sunday/Ordinary
8:00 am Deceased members of the

Kugel & Hollar Families t

10:00 am People of the Parish

5:00 pm Charles Kuenster t
Monday, October 5

8:00 am Theresa Serate T
Tuesday, October 6

8:00 am Liturgy of the Word w/Communion
Wednesday, October 7 Our Lady of the Rosary
8:00 am Liturgy of the Word w/Communion
Thursday, October 8

8:00 am George Kleinschmit & Mel Mueller
Friday, October 9

7:30 am at St. Jude - Sacred Heart
Saturday, October 10

5:00 pm  William Stoey
Sunday, October 11 28" Sunday/Ordinary

8:00 am  Geri Youngwirth 1
10:00 am Bill Denney

5:00 pm People of the Parish

St. Raphael is equipped with a hearing loop.
Please switch your hearing aid to T-Coil.

% Paythe church Mon-Thur at 7:25am before
vy ,ithe 8am Masses. The Rosary is also

- A~/ Iprayed at 10:15am every Wednesday
“““atFr. Carr’s.

1The Rosary is prayed at St. Raphael

Lourdes Academy, our Catholic School
President:
Zachary Zeckser

Elementary & Middle School Principal:

Mary Ann Saiyed

High School Principal:
David Mikesell

Parish Leaders:

Trustee-Secretary: Jerry Stephens
Trustee-Treasurer: Dave Hetzel

Parish Council Chair: Tracy Slagter
Finance Council Chair: Michael Schellenger
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Parish Staff (email staff & priests: first.last@raphael.org)
Example: Fr Tom: tom.long@raphael.org

Telephone ext

Pastoral Team:

Pastor (ext 224).........coiiiiiiiii Fr.Tom Long
Parochial Vicar (ext 226)...................o.... Fr. Nathan Budde
Pastoral Associate (ext 228).................. Sara Scheunemann
Pastoral Minister (ext 236).................c...... Dcn. John Ingala
Parish Office

Executive Secretary (ext 221) .................. Deb Ransbottom
Pastoral Care Facilitator (ext 222) ...................... Jill Eaton

Religious Education Secretary (ext 223).....Anne Glowcheski
Business Office

Business Manager (ext 238) ...........cocoviiinann. Tony Wihim
Accounts Receivable (ext 237).................. Anne Glowcheski
Facilities Manager (ext 247)..........c.ccoeove. Howard Frank
Liturgy/Music

Coordinator of Liturgy/Music (ext 231)............ Karen Moehn
Liturgy Assistant (ext 236)...........ccccoevviiiinnnnn. Anne Deacy
Coord. of Social Communication (ext 234)........ Megan Kugel
Religious Education:

Director of Religious Education (ext 227)........ Jessie Adrians
RE Coordinator (Gr. 1-5) (ext 232)............ Gwendolyn Noto
RE Coordinator (Gr 6-12)(ext 233)........c.cccvvevnenes Katie Klug
Youth Ministry Grades 6-12 (ext 233)....... ........... Katie Klug
Youth Ministry Assistant (ext 246)............... Kathy Baehman
Family Outreach Coordinator (ext 246)......... Kathy Baehman
Sunday School/CLOW Coordinator.............. Kathy Baehman



MEDICARE? ORI G REINKE & CO || Fiss & Bills - Poklasny
- “Serving all Faiths” in Oshkosh Quality Service Since 1908 Funeral Homes & Crematory
» and the Fox Valley since 1875 Monuments « Markers » Mausoleums Serving All Faiths Since 1904
¢ ety i i s Laser etching of scenes and
ng in Retirement Planning, Medic photos on granite or glass 865 S. Westhaven Dr.
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	Mass Schedule
	Saturday
	Sunday
	5pm
	8 am, 10 am
	5pm
	Weekday Masses Monday - Thursday 8 am

	Reconciliation
	Saturday 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
	Wednesday 8:00 pm - 8:30 pm
	Thursday  4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
	Radio Mass Sunday 8am on WOSH 1490AM TV Mass w/ Bishop Ricken - Sundays at
	7:30am on WFRVLocal5
	Mass for the Homebound
	Parish Office Hours
	Monday - Thursday
	Friday

	Our Catholic School:
	8:00 am - 4:30 pm 8:00 am -  1:00 pm
	Lourdes Academy
	920-426-3626

	PASTORAL TEAM
	Pastor - Fr. Tom Long
	Parochial Vicar - Fr. Nathan Budde
	Pastoral Associate - Sara Scheunemann
	Deacons - Greg Grey, John Ingala,
	Mark Leafgren



	October 4, 2026
	Gratefully,
	Fr Tom

	ST RAPHAEL CHURCH-OSHKOSH
	WHAT’S HAPPENING
	Saturday, October 3
	Sunday, October 4
	Monday, October 5
	Tueday, October 6
	Wednesday, October 7
	Thursday, October 8
	Friday, October 9
	Saturday, October 10
	Sunday, October 11
	Stewardship of Sharing
	Week Ending September 27, 2026
	Praying at Mass Envelope Collection Loose Collection EFT
	On-Line Giving
	Total Weekly Collections
	1,498
	10,407 2,099 702
	5,048          18,256
	Year to date giving (actual) Year to date giving (budgeted)
	368,436 345,000
	Weekend Mass Updates:
	5:00
	8:00
	10:00
	5:00
	BLESSING OF ANIMALS
	Sunday, October 4 at 12 Noon
	St. Raphael Catholic Church Blood Drive
	Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
	830 S. Westhaven Dr., Oshkosh
	Monday, October 12, 12:30 pm - 5pm
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	RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
	Heavenly Hero for the month of October: Therese of Lisieux
	Born:   January 2nd, 1873
	Died:   September 30, 1897
	Feast Day: October 1
	Patronage: Missionaries, Florists, Pilots, and the sick
	Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, affectionately known as "The Little Flower," is one of the most beloved Catholic saints in the world. Born Marie-Françoise-Thérèse Martin in France, she grew up in a deeply faithful home.
	Thérèse was the youngest of five sisters. As a toddler, she was full of joy, but when she was just four years old, her mother died of cancer. This loss made little Thérèse very sensitive. One day, when Thérèse was very sick in bed, her sisters prayed to Mother Mary. Thérèse saw a statue of the Blessed Mother smile at her, and she was instantly healed. Later, on Christmas Eve when she was 13, Jesus gave her a special grace of strength that cured her oversensitivity and filled her heart with a desire to serve others.
	Thérèse knew very early that she wanted to be a Carmelite nun, just like her older sisters. God made a way, and she was allowed to join the Carmelite monastery in Lisieux when she was 15 years old.
	Inside the convent, Thérèse dreamed of doing grand, heroic things for God, but she realized she was too small for giant deeds. So, she invented a beautiful path called "The Little Way". This means that you can become a saint by doing small things with great love.
	Thérèse became sick with tuberculosis but she offered her suffering and pain to Jesus. Her superior ordered her to write down her life story, which became a famous book called Story of a Soul. When she died, she said she would spend her heaven doing good on Earth. She was canonized in 1927 and made a Doctor of the Church in 1997 by St. Pope John Paul II.
	Talking Point with Children: The life of St. Therese of Lisieux shows us that simple acts of kindness can lead to holiness.  We can help build God’s kingdom by loving the people who are closest to us.
	Action Step for Children: This week follow Therese’s “little way” by doing small things with great love. Some examples are: Smiling at someone who is grumpy or unkind, picking up a piece of trash or a dropped item to help someone else, offering a small prayer for someone you don’t know very well.
	Upcoming Faith Formation Events:
	Oct. 13 (4:30)/ Oct. 14 (4:30 and 5:30): Parent Session 1
	Oct. 28: All catechist retreat at Fr. Carr’s Place 2B. No classes for weekly class students.
	Nov. 7/8, 3-6: First Reconciliation Retreat
	The following child will be baptized at
	St. Raphael  this weekend
	son of Anthony Rusch &
	Karigan Hoppe

	Welcome, Little One!
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	The Knights of Columbus will sponsor a Coats for Kids campaign during the month of  October. Starting this weekend October 4/5, bring your new or gently used children’s coats to church.
	There will be a collection box in the Gathering Space. All coats will go to the Salvation Army. Please call the parish office at 920-233-8044 if you have any questions.


	Teaching Your Children to Talk to God
	One of the greatest gifts we can give our children is the confidence to talk to God.
	Prayer doesn’t have to be complicated. Children can learn that prayer is simply spending time with God, talking to Him, thanking Him, asking for help, telling Him what is in their hearts, and even sitting quietly with Him.
	As parents you have a special opportunity to teach your children how to pray. The example of parents is an important part of a child’s faith development.
	When your child is worried, say, “Let’s ask Jesus to help us.”
	When something wonderful happens, say, “Let’s thank God for that blessing.”
	When someone is sick, say, “Let’s pray for them.”
	When your child has made a mistake, remind them that they can always turn to God and ask for forgiveness.
	Help your children understand that God wants to hear about everything in their lives, their joys, their fears, their questions, their hopes, and even the things that make them sad.
	This week choose one quiet moment each day to stop and talk to Jesus as a family. Let each person say one thing they want to thank God for, ask God for, or tell God about. Our children may not remember every prayer we taught them, but they will remember that we taught them they can always talk to God.
	Kathy Baehman
	Family Outreach

	This week’s Memorial Candle is burning in loving memory of

	Dolly Vetrone
	Reed Scharpf and
	Olivia Stephanie
	were sacramentally married
	this weekend.

	Congratulations!
	Please pray for:
	Alice Micheli who died on September 24
	Marilyn Giebel who died on September 30
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	Discernment & the Holy Spirit:Why does God allow Delsolation?
	Be faithful to prayer.
	Increase our prayer time, even by a little.
	Look for good things to do instead of turning to false comforts.
	Remember that God is there to help us.
	Be patient.
	Keep our thoughts on the hope that God will bring us out of desolation soon (rather than following the spiral of negative thinking).
	But the question arises? Why does God allow desolation at all? Wouldn’t it be better if we could remain in the joys of spiritual consolation all the time?
	Ignatius has some insights about this too and offers three main reasons for desolation in our lives. We’ll look at the first today.
	Ignatius tells us that sometimes desolation is our fault. To quote him: “The first [cause of desolation] is because we are tepid, slothful, or negligent in our spiritual exercises, and so through our faults spiritual consolation withdraws from us.”
	I think many of us have experienced this. Often it happens when we first start to get serious about our spiritual lives. Maybe we have a profound encounter with God, and we make the commitment to get to know him better by going to Mass every week and praying for a certain amount of time each day. We stick to that commitment easily at first, and it brings us a lot of joy. But then, one day we just don’t feel like praying, so we skip it. Before we know it, we haven’t prayed for a week, and we pushed the snooze button so many times that we missed Sunday Mass. We feel like we’re in a funk. That funk is desolation that we have caused by not being faithful to the commitments we made to pray.
	In the love of Jesus,


	Sara Scheunemann, Pastoral Associate
	Hospital Visits
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	Women of Faith Small Groups
	We invite the women of St. Raphael to join us this fall for one of our Women of Faith small groups. We meet once a month, so it’s not a huge commitment, but we receive a lot from this small investment of time: friendships with other women who share our faith; time to reflect, pray, and grow in our relationship with God; and inspiration from the women of the Old Testament (our current topic), just to name a few.
	Fall is a great time for a new beginning. We hope you will join us in September!
	Mom’s Group
	First & Third Tuesdays of the Month (Sept-May),
	9 am, Good Samaritan Hall

	Working Mom’s Group
	Second Saturday of the Month, 9am,
	Rooms 110 & 111 (off of Good Samaritan Hall) Women’s Group Open to All
	Third Monday of the Month, 2pm, Rooms 104-106 Women’s Group Open to All
	Third Monday of the Month, 7pm, Parent Room (located near the bathrooms)
	Contact Sara at sara.scheunemann@raphael.org or 920-233-8044, ext. 228, to be connected to any of these groups. You are also welcome to show up anytime!



	COME JOIN  US!
	Would you like to better understand the Catholic faith? Want to grow in your relationship with God? Interested in becoming Catholic? Or being confirmed as an adult? Catholicism 101 is a great place to take the next step in your faith journey. Catholicism 101 is open to all. Feel free to join us anytime! One-on-one learning options are also available for those who can’t make it on Monday nights.
	Mondays, 6:15-7:45 pm at St. Raphael, Rooms 104-106
	October 5-Oct. 19: The Search
	Finding meaning in life and the answers to our biggest questions
	Need more info? Contact Sara Scheunemann, Pastoral Associate at St. Raphael, sara.scheunemann@raphael.org or 920-233-8044, ext. 228. An RSVP to Sara is helpful but not required.
	Caregiver Support


	Justin Schmidt and
	Nicole Helms
	were sacramentally married
	this weekend.

	Congratulations!
	OCTOBER 4, 2026 TWENTY-SEVENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME |

	A Surge of the Heart:
	Moving from saying our prayers to a life of prayer
	Starts this week!
	Sessions:
	Attention Ladies!
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	Knights in Action
	September Burrito Sunday Recap
	Mark Your Calendars
	Blessings to all,
	Mike Brefczynski, Grand Knight

	UPCOMING EVENTS
	AT A GLANCE
	October 4 - Blessing of Pets (Noon)
	October 5-7 - Clergy Congress
	October 12 - Community Blood Drive
	October 14 - Rosary Tying Group
	October 17 - Brats n Burgers after 5pm Sat Mass
	October 17/18 - World Mission Sunday Collection
	October 22 - Parish Annual Meeting
	October 24 - Fall White Elephant Bingo
	October 25 - Families of Faith
	Parish Annual Meeting
	Tuesday, October 22, 6:30 pm
	All parishioners are invited to this meeting, where the Annual Report will be presented. There will be an overview of the financial report from the 2025-26 fiscal year, as well as updates on participation in sacraments and other areas of parish life. There will also be an opportunity to ask questions about the parish.

	JOINING OUR PARISH
	If you are interested in becoming a member of                St. Raphael Parish, ask a parish staff person, deacon or priest before or after Mass for a New Parishioner Folder, or call the parish office. After reviewing the folder, set up an appointment to meet with Fr. Nathan or Fr. Tom. We would love to welcome you as a parish member!


	MISSION OF ST. RAPHAEL
	As friends and followers of Jesus,
	we are devoted to fostering households and communities of discipleship
	through the mission and ministry
	of the Catholic Church.
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	Mass Intentions
	Saturday, October 3
	5:00 pm   Karl Kallin †

	Sunday, October 4 27th Sunday/Ordinary
	8:00 am   Deceased members of the
	Kugel & Hollar Families †
	10:00 am  People of the Parish
	5:00 pm   Charles Kuenster †

	Monday, October 5
	8:00 am    Theresa Serate   †
	Tuesday, October 6
	8:00 am   Liturgy of the Word w/Communion


	Wednesday, October 7 Our Lady of the Rosary
	8:00 am    Liturgy of the Word w/Communion
	Thursday, October 8
	8:00 am   George Kleinschmit & Mel Mueller †


	Friday, October 9
	7:30 am at St. Jude - Sacred Heart

	Saturday, October 10
	5:00 pm     William Stoey  †

	Sunday, October 11 28th Sunday/Ordinary
	8:00 am    Geri Youngwirth  †
	10:00 am    Bill Denney  †
	5:00 pm    People of the Parish
	St. Raphael is equipped with a hearing loop. Please switch your hearing aid to T-Coil.
	The Rosary is prayed at St. Raphael church Mon-Thur at 7:25am before the 8am Masses. The Rosary is also prayed at 10:15am every Wednesday at Fr. Carr’s.
	Lourdes Academy, our Catholic School
	President:
	Zachary Zeckser
	Elementary & Middle School Principal:
	Mary Ann Saiyed
	High School Principal:
	David Mikesell

	Parish Leaders:
	Trustee-Secretary: Jerry Stephens
	Trustee-Treasurer: Dave Hetzel
	Parish Council Chair: Tracy Slagter
	Finance Council Chair: Michael Schellenger
	High School Principal

	28th Sunday in Ordinary Time / October 11, 2026
	©LPi
	Parish Staff
	(email staff & priests:
	first.last@raphael.org)
	Example: Fr Tom: tom.long@raphael.org

	Telephone ext
	Pastoral Team:
	Pastor (ext 224)……………….…………….…… Fr.Tom Long
	Parochial Vicar (ext 226)………………...….Fr. Nathan Budde Pastoral Associate (ext 228)……………...Sara Scheunemann Pastoral Minister (ext 236)…………………...Dcn. John Ingala Parish Office
	Executive Secretary (ext 221) ………...…...Deb Ransbottom Pastoral Care Facilitator (ext 222) ………………….Jill Eaton Religious Education Secretary (ext 223)…..Anne Glowcheski Business Office
	Business Manager (ext 238) …………………….. Tony Wihlm Accounts Receivable (ext 237)……..….…...Anne Glowcheski Facilities Manager (ext 247)…………………....Howard Frank Liturgy/Music
	Coordinator of Liturgy/Music (ext 231)………… Karen Moehn Liturgy Assistant (ext 236)…………………………Anne Deacy Coord. of Social Communication (ext 234).…....Megan Kugel Religious Education:
	Director of Religious Education (ext 227).…….Jessie Adrians RE Coordinator (Gr. 1-5) (ext 232)………… Gwendolyn Noto RE Coordinator (Gr 6-12)(ext 233)………………….Katie Klug Youth Ministry Grades 6-12 (ext 233)……. …….....Katie Klug Youth Ministry Assistant (ext 246)…………...Kathy Baehman Family Outreach Coordinator (ext 246)……...Kathy Baehman Sunday School/CLOW Coordinator…………..Kathy Baehman
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