
 

 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, May 16, 2019 – 6:30 p.m. 

 

Parish Council Members Present:  Fr. Tom Long, Jennifer Fisher, Sharon Oberkrieser, Carissa 

Ridenour, Paul Trebiatowski, Fran Treder, Lois Florek, Rob Geck, Gina Hafemeister 

 

Members Excused: Norm Ruedinger, Fr. Matthew Rappl 

 

Prayer:  The meeting began at 6:33 p.m. with an opening prayer—The Prayer of St. Brendan the 

Navigator (a prayer for the journey) and the Our Father. 

 

Approval of Minutes & Agenda: The minutes and agenda were approved. 

 

Pastor’s Comments/Updates: 

 Father Tom shared information about the Lourdes campaign and the capital campaign for the 

Diocese, which was to be presented to (Lourdes) parents next Wednesday (May 22, 2019) 

evening.  They are looking at having all schools (and all students) at the Sawyer Street  

campus and hope for Lourdes to become the “Catholic Hub” of Oshkosh.  The parishes and 

Lourdes together are working on a feasibility study now; letters will be going out to some 

parishioners to assess support of the project and thereby determine feasibility.  The goal is to 

have the study completed by mid to late July and to move ahead at that time.  Something 

needs to happen to secure the future of the school. 

 The Oshkosh parishes will be a little behind the other diocesan parishes who are participating 

in the capital campaign this fall due to the feasibility study needing to be completed first. 

 Father Tom shared that Steve Halron will be resigning from Parish Council as he and his 

wife will be moving to Greenville. 

 

Discipleship Formation and Parish Mission 

 Overview - Father Tom and Deacon John have been developing a plan for discipleship 

mentoring.  Deacon John and his wife, Shelley, have been/are hosting dinners with potential 

mentors for the purpose of developing relationships.  Alpha is intended to be an “entry point” 

for those earlier on in their faith journey.  

 ‘Mentoring as method’ is to engage and help others to grow in their faith.  There are many 

ways in which this happens.  The Faith Filled Families group provides social/fellowship 

opportunities.  Religious Education will be launching a new catechesis opportunity, Families 

of Faith, which will be for parents as well as children.  After Deacon John and Shelley have 

hosted several dinners there will be some follow up meetings, hopefully around August, re 

where to go (C. S. Lewis program).  (Side note—Deacon John and Shelley will be hosting 

more dinners in the future.) 



 St. Raphael is likely to be a host site (hopefully next April) for the Catherine of Siena 

Institute to present their program for discerning charisms. This will be open to members of 

other parishes as well, and will be sponsored by the Diocese.  Charisms are spiritual gifts 

given at Baptism by the Holy Spirit for the good of the church (not for ourselves). 

 

Deacons’ Roles 

 Re Alpha – Deacon Paul will be in charge of Alpha; the plan is to begin this fall.  Location 

and details will be forthcoming.  In the fall of 2019, we will be targeting people who would 

be good facilitators. (Note—Sister Pam offered Alpha to all the RE families in Omro and 

Winneconne.)  Deacon Paul will no longer be doing Baptism prep.  Deacon Greg will be 

responsible for Baptism prep, with Parish Mission Planning goals in mind.  With Deacon 

Greg assuming Baptism duties and the move to discipleship we will look at the role and 

leadership of the Stewardship Commission. 

 Deacon John will be overseeing discipleship formation. 

 

Connection with people – Parish Mission Planning 

 How do we engage people? 

 

Parish Mission Planning Process & Capital Campaign 

 Paul shared/reviewed the Goals from the PMP team worksheets and also reported on 

collaborating with the other parishes.  We are asked to review them for continued discussion 

at our next meeting. 

 The two collaborative efforts proposed for the Oshkosh area parishes are (1) Christian 

Family Movement this fall, which is being initiated at St. Jude and (2) Young Adult Ministry. 

 

Review of Parish Council/Parish Staff Leadership Evening – brief review of the Priorities sheet 

provided.  Some discussion of having a presence at the Farmer’s Market led to deciding to attend the 

one slated for Kid’s Day on July 13.  Jenn to arrange. 

 

Membership – With Gina and Fran each ending their terms on the Parish Council and Steve’s 

resignation there are three positions to fill.   

 

Liaison Reports 

 Stewardship – no further report than what was discussed. 

 Education – Lois reported that a meeting was scheduled; no report at this time. 

 Adult Faith Formation – Rob reported that he was unable to attend the last meeting.  They are 

looking at speakers. Father Matt is giving a presentation on the Eucharist on Monday, May 

20. 

 Social Concerns – Fran reported that there were two evening to discuss the book “Nickel and 

Dimed”; the first evening went well; there was no leader for the second evening.  Brief 

discussion about the possibility of having a service fair.  Betty would like to do some 

education, possibly about Catholic social teaching (prior to upcoming elections?) 

 Lourdes – Gina reported that Father Tom already reported. 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting:  June 20, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 


