
… “The role of parents in education is of such importance that it
is almost impossible to provide an adequate substitute.” The right
and the duty of parents to educate their children are primordial
and inalienable. ~CCC 2221

Parents must regard their children as children of God and respect
them as human persons. Showing themselves obedient to the will
of the Father in heaven, they educate their children to fulfill God’s
law. ~CCC 2222

Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children. They bear witness to 
this responsibility first by creating a home where tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and 
disinterested service are the rule. The home is well suited for education in the virtues. This 
requires an apprenticeship in self-denial, sound judgment, and self-mastery – the 
preconditions of all true freedom. Parents should teach their children to subordinate the 
“material and instinctual dimensions to interior and spiritual ones.” Parents have a grave 
responsibility to give good example to their children. … ~CCC 2223

Sacrament Preparation

CCC 2221-2229: LIFE IN CHRIST

• At least one parent/guardian should be a practicing,                                          
active member of their Parish Faith Community.

• Parent/guardian must provide a copy of the child’s                                          
Baptismal Certificate.

• A child must have attained the age/use of reason.                                       
(Completion of the 7th year.)

• Parent/guardian and the child are expected to participate in Sunday Mass 
EVERY week.

• A child must have completed the previous year of formal religious 
education in a Catholic school, the parish program, or in their previous 
parish. (Approved home school programs also count.)

• The child must be currently participating in a program of systematic, 
approved catechesis either in a Catholic school or as a registered student of 
a parish program. (Approved home school programs also count.)

• At the same time, the child must also be enrolled in a parish process of 
preparation for the reception of First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion in which children from the Catholic schools, home schooling, 
and the Catechetical ministry programs are united. They must participate in 
all of its communal dimensions (ritual, prayer, services, etc.) and any other 
requirements determined by the parish.

PREREQUISITES FOR CANDIDACY



The Sunday Eucharist is the 
foundation and confirmation  of all 
Christian practice. For this reason
the faithful are obliged to 
participate in the Eucharist on days 
of obligation, unless excused for a 
serious reason (for example, illness, 
the care of infants) or dispensed by 
their own pastor. Those who 
deliberately fail in this obligation 
commit a grave sin.     ~CCC 2281

Sacrament Preparation

CCC 2177-2195: THE SUNDAY EUCHARIST

Participation in the communal celebration 
of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of 
belonging and of being faithful to Christ 
and to his Church. the faithful give witness 
by this to their communion in faith and 
charity. Together they testify to God's 
holiness and their hope of salvation. They 
strengthen one another under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.     ~CCC 2282

The precept of the Church specifies 
the law of the Lord more precisely: 
“On Sundays and other holy days of 
obligation the faithful are bound to 
participate in the Mass.”  “The 
precept of participating in the Mass 
is satisfied by assistance at a Mass 
which is celebrated anywhere in a 
Catholic rite either on the holy day 
or on the evening of the preceding 
day.”      ~CCC 2280

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/ercole-de-roberti-the-
institution-of-the-eucharist

https://opusdei.org/en/article/topic-21-the-eucharist-iii/


