
1 In the beginning God created the 
sky and the earth. 2 The earth was 
empty and had no form. Darkness 
covered the ocean, and God’s Spirit 
was moving over the water. ... 6 Then 
God said, “Let there be something to 
divide the water in two!” 7 So God 
made the air to divide the water in 
two. Some of the water was above the 
air, and some of the water was below 
it. 8 God named the air “sky.” Evening 
passed, and morning came. This was 
the second day. 9 Then God said, “Let 
the water under the sky be gathered 
together so the dry land will appear.” 
And it happened. 10 God named the 
dry land “earth.” He named the water 
that was gathered together “seas.” 
God saw that this was good.

11 People on earth did what God said 
was evil. Violence was everywhere. 
12 And God saw this evil. All people on 
the earth did only evil. 7 Then the Lord 
said to Noah, “I have seen that you are 
the best man among the people of this 
time. So you and your family go into 
the boat. 2 Take with you seven pairs, 
each male with its female, of every kind 
of clean animal. And take one pair, 
each male with its female, of every kind 
of unclean animal. 3 Take seven pairs of 
all the birds of the sky, each male with 
its female. … 4 Seven days from now I 
will send rain on the earth. It will rain 40 
days and 40 nights. I will destroy from 
the earth every living thing that I 
made.” 5 Noah did everything that the 
Lord commanded him.

5The king of Egypt was told that the 
people of Israel had already left. … 6 So 
the king prepared his war chariot and 
took his army with him. 10 The Israelites 
saw the king and his army coming after 
them. They were very frightened and 
cried to the Lord for help. 13 But Moses 
answered, “Don’t be afraid! Stand still 
and see the Lord save you today. You 
will never see these Egyptians again 
after today. 14 You will only need to 
remain calm. The Lord will fight for you.” 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses… 16 Raise 
your walking stick and hold it over the 
sea. The sea will split. Then the people 
can cross the sea on dry land. 17 I have 
made the Egyptians stubborn so they 
will chase the Israelites. But I will be 
honored when I defeat the king and all 
of his chariot drivers and chariots.

14 So the priests carried the Ark of the 
Covenant. And the people left the place 
where they had camped. Then they 
started across the Jordan River. 15 During 
harvest the Jordan is flooded. So the river 
was at its fullest. The priests who were 
carrying the Ark of the Covenant came to 
the edge of the river. And they stepped 
into the water. 16 Just at that moment, the 
water stopped flowing. It stood up in a 
heap a great distance away at Adam. This 
is a town near Zarethan. The water 
flowing down to the Sea of Arabah (the 
Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the 
people crossed the river near 
Jericho. 17 The ground there became dry. 
The priests carried the Ark of the 
Covenant with the Lord to the middle of 
the river and stopped. They waited there 
while all the people of Israel walked 
across. They crossed the Jordan River on 
dry land.



2 Jesus and his followers were at the 
evening meal. The devil had already 
persuaded Judas Iscariot to turn against 
Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had 
given him power over everything. He also 
knew that he had come from God and was 
going back to God. 4 So during the meal 
Jesus stood up and took off his outer 
clothing. Taking a towel, he wrapped it 
around his waist. 5 Then he poured water 
into a bowl and began to wash the 
followers’ feet. He dried them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him. 14 I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet. So you also should wash each other’s 
feet. 15 I did this as an example for you. So 
you should do as I have done for you. 16I 
tell you the truth. A servant is not greater 
than his master. A messenger is not 
greater than the one who sent him. 17 If 
you know these things, you will be happy if 
you do them.

11“I baptize you with water to show that 
your hearts and lives have changed. But 
there is one coming later who is greater 
than I am. I am not good enough to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 13 At 
that time Jesus came from Galilee to the 
Jordan River. He came to John and 
wanted John to baptize him. 14 But John 
tried to stop him. John said, “Why do 
you come to me to be baptized? I 
should be baptized by you!” 15 Jesus 
answered, “Let it be this way for now. 
We should do all things that are 
right.” So John agreed to baptize Jesus. 
16 Jesus was baptized and came up out 
of the water. Heaven opened, and he 
saw God’s Spirit coming down on him 
like a dove. 17 And a voice spoke from 
heaven. The voice said, “This is my Son 
and I love him. I am very pleased with 
him.”

47 That night, the boat was in the 
middle of the lake. Jesus was alone on 
the land. 48 He saw the followers 
working hard to row the boat because 
the wind was blowing against them. At 
some time between three and six 
o’clock in the morning, Jesus came to 
them, walking on the water. He 
continued walking until he was almost 
past the boat. 49 But when his followers 
saw him walking on the water, they 
thought he was a ghost and cried 
out. 50 They all saw him and were 
terrified. But Jesus spoke to them and 
said, “Have courage! It is I! Do not be 
afraid.” 51 Then he got into the boat 
with them. And the wind became calm. 
The followers were greatly amazed.

5 In Samaria Jesus came to the town called 
Sychar. This town is near the field that 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s 
well was there. Jesus was tired from his 
long trip. So he sat down beside the well. It 
was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman 
came to the well to get some water. Jesus 
said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 9 The 
woman said, “I am surprised that you ask 
me for a drink. You are a Jew and I am a 
Samaritan.” 10 Jesus said, “You don’t know 
what God gives. And you don’t know who 
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you 
would have asked me, and I would have 
given you living water.” 11 The woman said, 
“Sir, where will you get that living water? … 
13 Jesus answered, “Every person who 
drinks this water will be thirsty again. 14 But 
whoever drinks the water I give will never 
be thirsty again. The water I give will 
become a spring of water flowing inside 
him. It will give him eternal life.” 



3 But Jonah got up to run away from the 
Lord. He went to the city of Joppa. There 
he found a ship that was going to the city 
of Tarshish. Jonah paid for the trip and 
went aboard. He wanted to go to Tarshish 
to run away from the Lord. 4 But the Lord 
sent a great wind on the sea. This wind 
made the sea very rough. So the ship was 
in danger of breaking apart. 5 The sailors 
were afraid. Each man cried to his own 
god. The men began throwing the cargo 
into the sea. This would make the ship 
lighter so it would not sink. 15 Then the 
men picked up Jonah and threw him into 
the sea. So the sea became calm. 16Then 
they began to fear the Lord very much. 
They offered a sacrifice to the Lord. They 
also made promises to him. 17 And the 
Lord caused a very big fish to swallow 
Jonah. Jonah was in the stomach of the 
fish three days and three nights.

1 Naaman was commander of the army of 
the king of Aram. He was a great man to 
his master. He had much honor because 
the Lord had used him to give victory to 
Aram. He was a mighty and brave man. 
But he had a harmful skin disease. 2 The 
Arameans had gone out to steal from the 
Israelites. And they had taken a little girl 
as a captive from Israel. This little girl 
served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her 
mistress, “I wish that my master would 
meet the prophet who lives in Samaria. 
He would heal Naaman of his disease.” 
9 So Naaman went with his horses and 
chariots to Elisha’s house. And he stood 
outside the door. 10 Elisha sent a 
messenger to Naaman. The messenger 
said, “Go and wash in the Jordan River 
seven times. Then your skin will be 
healed, and you will be clean.”






