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Wayne Dalrymple  901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin            901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley         901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

           covingtoncofc@gmail.com                     

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    5/1/22  AM Worship Service 

Announcements                                       Clint Smith 

Song Leader           Jeff Phillips 

Sermon            Mike Rogers  

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Andy Whaley 

Chris Sanders, Brandon Stacks, Clint Stacks, Ken Mason, 

Jimmy McMahan, Reid McMahan, Craig Robinson, Eason 

Robinson 

 Opening Prayer:                                     Phillip Scrip  

 Closing Prayer:                                      Grant Edmonds 

 

May Food Committee Leader: Joyce Whaley 

Nursery Workers: Teresa & Isabella Stacks 

 

                              PM Worship Service 

Song Leader          Jeff Phillips 

Opening Prayer:          Brad Evins   

Closing Prayer:                                       Randy Creel  

Sermon                                                    Mike Rogers  

 

Mid-Week Bible Study  May 4 

Song Leader     Joshua Evins 

Opening Prayer:     Jeff Phillips  

Closing Prayer:      Eason Robinson   

Speaker                                             Mike Rogers                           

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                             164 

Worship AM                                                204                                                 
                PM                                  140 

Wednesday Bible Study                  148 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Leonard Biggs   Brighton, TN 

Jeremy Newman                Covington, TN  

Karen Whittington               Millington, TN 

Turlecki family                Millington, TN 

Clark family                              Benton, KY 

Michael & Jill Bates                        Atoka, TN 

Carol Price 

Kiley Butler 

 

 

How Quickly The Gate Opens 

 
An old farmer from the country went to the big city hospital to visit 

a dear friend. He was told he would have to park in the parking lot. 

He was so surprised when he drove up to the entrance and the little 

gate lifted immediately. He drove right in and parked his car in the 

shade. He made his visit and got in his car and drove to the exit, 

but the little gate didn’t open. It took money to get out. He mum-

bled to himself as he drove away, “Maybe they changed the oil and 

rotated my tires while I was there.” 

What happened in that parking lot is also true of sin. It is so easy to 

get in and so hard to get out. Habits are so easy to start and so diffi-

cult to break. Satan’s message has always been, “You can get in now 

and pay me later!” Not only does he get it later, but with the high-

est interest. 

It reminds me of how quickly the gate opened for David’s sin with 

Bathsheba. He saw her beauty. He sent for her. She came. He lay 

with her. Then he sent her home thinking all was well. It would 

cost him dearly to get out of this “parking place.” She was with child 

from that little fun night. David then had to commit more sin to 

cover his tracks. He had Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah, killed. David 

and Bathsheba would lose the child of this conception, and had to 

endure the shame and suffering that came from this sin. 

Young people, how quickly the gate opens for the first cigarette or 

that chew of tobacco, that first beer, or that first act of sexual immo-

rality, but it could cost an arm and a leg or a heart and lungs. You 

could end up paying the maximum cost — your life and your soul. 

Let us not be deceived into thinking that, because there is no price 

at the entrance, there will be no price at the exit. We need to pay at-

tention to Paul’s words to the Galatians in Galatians 6:7, “Be not 

deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man sows that shall 

he also reap. For he that sows unto his own flesh shall of the flesh 

reap corruption. He that sows to the spirit shall of the spirit reap 

eternal life.” 
               Bob Plunket 

                                                                                        via Pulaski Street church of Christ 

                                                                                                       Lawrenceburg, TN 

                                                                                                   Bulletin Digest (May 2011) 

 

 

mailto:mrogers@covingtoncofc.com
mailto:rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com
http://www.covingtoncofc.com/


  
Mike’s Message       

Full Assurance of Faith 
Heb. 10:19-11:1, 6 

The Hebrews writer explains faith in 11:1 saying, “Faith is 

the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen.” There is much discussion on what the words that 

translate assurance and conviction really mean with regards 

to faith. Some ascribe to the idea that faith is “confident as-

surance” of what is not seen, while others prefer the idea 

that faith gives substance or evidence to what is not seen. In 

either case, faith is the means by which we can know that 

what we hope for is a reality. Thus, in a sense, faith is our 

guarantee that eternal life with God is real. However, this 

guarantee is not a blind leap in the dark. It is based on sub-

stantiated evidence. 
The definition of faith as the writer presents it in 11:1 is a 

summary of what has been written in chapter 10:19-25. 

First, he offers the reason for our confidence: “Since we 

have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus 

. . . and since we have a great high priest over the house of 

God,”  
Second, he offers the means to our confidence: “let us draw 

near” to the holy place “with a sincere heart” i.e., genuinely 

open and receptive to the truth about Jesus’ perfect sacrifice. 

He further encourages, let us draw near “in full assurance of 

faith” i.e., the guarantee provided by our trusting in Jesus; 

and let us draw near “having our hearts sprinkled clean from 

an evil conscience” i.e., repentance; and let us draw near 

having “our bodies washed with pure water” i.e., baptism 

(10:22). 
Third, once we "draw near" it is essential to "hold fast" in 

order to maintain our confidence (10:23). The writer insists 

that we hold fast "the confession of our hope without wa-

vering" counting on the promise of God (cf. 1 Cor. 10:13). 

However, no one can maintain this confidence all by him-

self. Therefore, the Hebrews writer offers further encour-

agement saying, “Let us consider how to stimulate one an-

other to love and good deeds." We do this by “assembling 

together” and “encouraging one another” (10:24-25). 
The writer also asserts that faith is expressed when we 

“come” to God in belief i.e., in full assurance of faith; when 

we truly believe that “God is” i.e., that God exists; and, 

when we believe that God rewards those who seek Him i.e., 

we will have the hope of our faith. 
You may remember faith can be defined as, “Trusting God 

to do what He said He would do when we do what He asks 

us to do.” If you look at each character in chapter 11, you 

notice that their faith moved them to obedience. Faith only 

provides assurance when we do what God asks us to do. 
                                                                                --Mike Rogers 

             
                  Prayer List 
Marlene Brown—Health problems 

Patricia Curtis—Covington Care 

Lesa Hall—Health problems  

Kay Devaughn—Friend of Genie Renfroe 

Amanda Gurley—Sister-in-law of Courtney Watkins 

Jerry Sonwineski—Dad of Tony Sonwineski 

Clifford Birr—Brother of Delores Whaley 

Sandy Newman—Recovering from surgery   

Howard Moore—Brother of Robin Higgins, health prob-

lems 

Kelly Henson—Brother of Brenda Mason 

Danny Russell—Covington Care 

Carl Smith—Health problems 

Timberlake family in the loss of their loved one, Charles 

Timberlake. Also remember Our country, Our Missionar-

ies, Ukraine, Sonny Arwood, Pat Armstrong, Luke Barnes, 

Rosie Barnes, Gary Bowie, Marlene Brown, Lonnie Bry-

ant, Jack Burris, Cathy Chambers, Hope Collins, Kenneth 

Coulston, Bobbie Deen, Jason Elliott, Ronnie Fowler, Pat 

Gatlin, Lorrena Gibson, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson 

Hughey, Kendy Irwin, Helen Kennedy, Carolyn Kuyken-

dall, Lucy Krull, Tammy Lents, Betty Lovett, Vicky May-

field, Charles McBroom, LaDonna Nance, Jeremy New-

man, Heather Nutt, Smitty Reeves, Tina Robinson, Cody 

Rogers, Brandon Scott, Roy Sharp, Hattie Shell, Anthony 

Stacks, Joyce Whaley, Larry Whaley II, Cliff Whittington 

NURSING HOME  Covington Care: Shirley Laxton, Otis 

Poole 

MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Jared Brown, Bradley 

Evins, Major Creel, Steven Creel, Danny Fields, Nic 

Hunter, Dayana Fendley, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, 

Will Morris, Richie Newbill, Chris Nowak, Michael J. 

Pena, Jedidiah Phillips, Thomas Posey, Jackson Robinson, 

Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, Isaac Stewart, Jessica 

Whaley 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Toby Morgan & fam-

ily in the death of his dad, Larry Morgan; and to Lauren 

Mosley & family in the death of her mother-in-law, Carol 

Ann Mosley. 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  MAY  1-7 

1 –11 Chr. 1-3 

2 - 11 Chr. 4-6 

3 –11 Chr. 7-9 

4 –11 Chr. 10-12 

5 - 11 Chr. 13-15 

6 –11 Chr. 16-18 

7-  11 Chr. 19-21 

 

Calendar of Events 
MAY  EVENTS 

2—Monday Night for the Master, Group 1 

3, 10, 17, 24 31—Ladies Bible Class, 10AM 

9—Monday Night for the Master, Group 2 

16—Monday Night for the Master, Group 3 

23—Monday Night for the Master, Group 4 

25—Devotional/Worship in song  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
June 5-8—VBS 
June 12-18—AMERICAN MISSION CAMPAIGNS 
June 22—WED. NIGHT SUMMER SERIES  
                 BEGINS     
AREA EVENT 

April 30—Ripley Church of Christ Ladies Day, Ripley, 

TN; Registration- 9:30-Speaker: Cindy Rodgers  

MAY  YOUTH EVENTS 

 
1—Devo. Night 

2—CYG MNM 

7—Memphis Redbirds 

8—Mother’s Day 

13—Graduation Celebration & Prom Alternative 

15—CIA Picnic in the Park 

19—BHS Graduation 

20—MHS Graduation 

22—Devo. Night/ Bring something for the grill 

23—CHS Graduation 

26—Last Day of School 

27-28—Ultimate Youth Rally 

29—Children’s Church, 5PM 

BIRTHDAYS   MAY  1-7 

 
1—Erin Evins 

2—Kay Gatlin 

6—Crystal Edmonds 

7—Mike Rogers 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1—Jon & Allison McCain 

3—Albert & Deborah Cates 

 

 
 The Carpenter’s Apprentice 

She was smiling as she ran awkwardly across the street to get 

on the bus.  Her tiny little chicken legs under the fluffy coat 

wearing a back pack, along with arms sticking straight ahead, 

flopping with every step looked more cartoonish than 

real.  Out of breath, she climbed up the bus steps and said, 

“Can … I … show … you … what’s … in … my … lunch 

box?”  I suspected it had something to do with the new space 

I noticed between two of her bottom teeth and sure enough, 

she handed me a note from the tooth fairy.  As I read the 

words, “I love you! Congratulations on losing your first 

tooth!  TF” She jumped up and down shouting, “I lost my 

first tooth!”  We tucked the note back in her lunch box and I 

heard her triumphantly say, “I told you she was real! I got 

five dollars.”  No matter what anyone said about the true 

identity and existence of the tooth fairy, she had two items as 

evidence of tooth fairy’s existence; a note and a $5 dollar bill, 

proof positive, no changing her mind, facts are facts.  I smiled 

with a tinge of sadness as I listened to her defend her beliefs 

fervently, realizing some of her detractors were more jealous 

than unbelieving.  If there was a tooth fairy and the tooth fairy 

was good, why didn’t I get anything when I lost my 

tooth?  Surely you have heard someone defend their belief in 

God and found their faith to be based on something other than 

the truth; evidence about as sketchy as a note and $5 bill. 

Sadly, you’ve likely met someone whose life experiences 

cause them to doubt God’s existence all together.  Interest-

ingly, the truth is not changed one bit by circumstance, mis-

understanding or misinterpretation.  The truth is still the truth 

and God’s word is truth (John 17:17).  God exists (Genesis 

1:1, Romans 1:20, Psalm 19:1).  He is light (1 John 1:5) and 

love (1 John 4:8).  He is faithful (2 Thessalonians 3:3) and pa-

tient (2 Peter 3:9).  He is unchanging (James 1:17).  He is 

“gracious, righteous; and full of compassion” (Psalm 

116:5).  Our God is great, mighty and awesome (Deuteron-

omy 10:17).  He is perfect (Psalm 18:30).  God is our refuge 

and strength, a very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1) and 

“our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. Our God is a God 

who saves” (Psalm 68:19-20).  These are the real facts and in 

time, all will know them (Romans 14:11).  Unfortunately, for 

most, the day of belief will come one day too late (2 Corinthi-

ans 5:10). Here is another sobering fact, “The unrighteous 

will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: nei-

ther the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 

men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, 

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the 

kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).   

So, if we truly love those we know are lost in sin, wouldn’t 

we tell them? (Romans 10:17, 1 Peter 3:15, James 5:19-20, 

2 Timothy 4:2)  

                                                                                     -jeff 

 
    


