
How Can We Convert Our Loved Ones? 
 
Members of our family are very special to us. They provide joy and happi-
ness in our lives while we live in this world below. Many, however, find 
themselves in a perplexing situation—there are members of their family 
who are not Christians and will die without the hope of heaven. What can 
be done? How can children lead their parents to the Lord? What can a 
marriage partner do to influence his mate for Christ? How can brothers, 
sisters, cousins, and grandparents be approached with regard to the gospel?  
 
There must be a positive faith. It is our privilege and responsibility to pray 
and work earnestly for the salvation of the members or our family circle, 
for they are in a special sense ours to win. As we do so, however, we need 
to have implicit faith in God and His Word to accomplish the work. When 
Andrew discovered the Messiah, “he findeth his own brother Simon” 
(John 1:41) and introduced him to Jesus. His thrill and joy in finding Christ 
was exceeded only by his assurance that his brother desired to discover the 
Messiah also. Have a positive faith! 
 
There must be a pure motive. What is your motive for trying to “win” a 
loved one for Jesus? Is it a selfish one? Is it simply so that he will be easier 
to live with? If it is from some selfish or impure motive, chances of suc-
ceeding are not very great. When one possesses a deep and genuine con-
cern for the family members, it can have a significant impact. 
 
There must be a consistent life. Our lives must manifest the genuineness 
of our commitment to Jesus. Many have been unsuccessful in converting 
family members because of failure at this point. One of the most powerful 
factors in reaching those we love is our Christ-like living day by day (cf. 1 
Peter 3:104). Is your life consistent with the principles which Christ taught? 
 
There must be a spiritual conflict. I do not mean that we need to engage 
in heated religious discussions in order to convert family members. How-
ever, we do need to realize that Satan is resisting our efforts at every turn, 
and we are up against the powers of darkness. Our loved one is in bondage 
to Satan (Ephesians 2:2), and through the gospel we are proclaiming re-
lease. The devil doesn’t lose without a struggle. Realizing this will, per-
haps, strengthen us for the conflict. Regardless of the outcome, it will be 
worth the effort. Now, make a list of all your unsaved loved ones and  
friends and apply these principles.                                                                                                                                            
 
via The Encourager                                     
                                                                                                James Draper 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple  901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin            901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley         901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

           covingtoncofc@gmail.com                     

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    2/20/22 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                  Clint Smith 

Song Leader:                                     Ken Bringle Jr. 

Opening Prayer:      Clint Stacks 

Closing Prayer:        Bill Murray 

Sermon:                   Mike Rogers  

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  David Keith 

Nursery Worker:  Teri Robinson 

 

   PM Worship Service                

Song Leader:                 Ken Bringle Jr. 

Opening Prayer:                         Brandon Stacks 

Closing Prayer:                                Landon Bringle 

Sermon:                               Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (February 23)   

Song Leader                                      Robert Charnock 

Opening Prayer:            Andrew Evans 

Closing Prayer:                      Gordon Cartwright 

Speaker:                    Mike Wyatt 

 

 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                           163  

Worship AM                                               235                                                 
                PM                                   135 

Wednesday Bible Study                   158 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

                 Leonard Biggs  Brighton, TN 

                 Gracie Crum  Henderson, TN 

                 Paul Taylor  Millington, TN 

                 Josh & Elle Hendrix 

                 Kensleigh Stevens 
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Mike’s Message                   

The Parable of the Fig Tree 
Mark 13:28-37 

The Tuesday before the crucifixion of Jesus was a long hard 

day for Jesus. While in the temple, He had presented three 

parables to confront the Jewish leaders for their hypocrisy. 

This only made them more determined to kill Him. But, for 

fear of the Jews they did not lay hold on Him.  
So, as Jesus left the temple on that day, one of His disciples 

called His attention to the “wonderful stones” and “wonder-

ful buildings” of the temple (Mark 13:1). Jesus said, “Not 

one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn 

down” (Mark 13:2). On to the Mount of Olives “Peter and 

James and John and Andrew were questioning Him pri-

vately.” Most likely Peter spoke and asked, “tell us when 

will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these 

things are going to be fulfilled” (Mark 13:3-4). Matthew 

records the question, “Tell us when will these things hap-

pen, and what will be the sign of your coming, and of the 

end of the age” (Matt. 24:3). It appears, by the answer Jesus 

gives, that the disciples may have thought that the destruc-

tion of the temple, the coming of Christ (probably thinking 

His coming kingdom), and the end of the age would all hap-

pen at the same time. Jesus described how they would be 

persecuted, when the temple would be destroyed, and how 

other people would come claiming to be the Christ (Mar. 

13:5-23). He then explained that “in those days after that 

tribulation” (Matthew records “immediately after”) there 

will be signs that show what Jesus said about the destruction 

of the temple would be confirmed. Then, at some undis-

closed time, without warning the Son of man will come and 

“gather His elect” from the world (Mark 13:27). He then 

tells the parable of the fig tree to explain that everyone must 

“take heed, keep on the alert” (Mark 13:33) for the coming 

of the Lord.  
When Jesus told His disciples, “Now learn the parable from 

the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near” (Mark 

13:28), He is referring to when they see the destruction of 

the temple, they will know that the second coming of the 

Lord is next. This must be the case because in verse thirty 

He says, “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things take place.” He then refers to His 

second coming saying that only the Father knows when it 

will happen (Mark 13:32).  
In verses 33-37 Jesus explains that His disciples cannot 

know when the Lord will return, so they must constantly 

“be on the alert.”                  --Mike Rogers 
 

 

 

 

                       Prayer List 
Jack Burris—Home 

Carolyn Kuykendall—Recovering from surgery 

Lillian Evans—Mother of John Evans, health problems 

Lisa McCain—Mother of Jon McCain, recovering from 

surgery 

Tracy Hammons—Brother-in-law of Alan & Debbie Otts 

Dennis Cathey—Hospital, Paducah, KY 

Kip Hardy—Health problems 

Our country, Our Missionaries, Graham Allen, Pat Arm-

strong, Sonny Arwood, Rosie Barnes, LaVerne Baxter, 

Clifford Birr, Gary Bowie, Marlene Brown, Lonnie Bry-

ant, Hope Collins, Barbara Coulston, Donnie Coulston, 

Kenneth Coulston, Mildred Deem, Bobbie Deen, Jason El-

liott, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Kendy Irwin, 

Darryl Kidd, Lucy Krull, Vicky Mayfield, Carole Nance, 

Jim Nance, Heather Nutt, Cody Rogers, Brandon Scott, 

Roy Sharp, Hattie Shell, Anthony Stacks, George Watkins, 

Joyce Whaley, Larry Whaley II, Cliff Whittington 

NURSING HOME  Cov. Care: Shirley Laxton, Otis Poole 

MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Danny Fields, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Fendley, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, 

Richie Newbill, Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah 

Phillips, Thomas Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob 

Sampson, Parker Speight, Isaac Stewart, Jessica Whaley 

BAPTISMS 

Jaden Daniels was baptized into Christ, Friday, February, 

4; Bailey Daniels and Kaitlyn McCain were baptized into 

Christ, Sunday, February 13; We rejoice with them and the 

angels in heaven! 

 

                                         Smile! 
It’s Pictorial Directory Time 

Sunday, February, 20 Michelle Nowak will be 

taking pictures for about 15 minutes prior to 

the AM Service and after AM services (for fami-

lies with last names beginning with A-Z).  

 

 BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   FEBRUARY  20-26 

20 – Num. 35-Deut. 1 

21 – Deuteronomy 2-4 

22 – Deut. 5-7 

23 – Deut. 8-10 

24 – Deut. 11-13 

25 – Deut. 14-16 

26 – Deut. 17-19 

        
              

              
              Calendar of Events 
FEBRUARY  EVENTS 

21—Monday Night for the Master, Group 3, 6PM 

22—Ladies Bible Class, 10AM 

23—Devotional/Worship in song 

28—Monday Night for the Master, Group 4, 6PM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FEBRUARY YOUTH EVENTS 

20, 21—Devo. Night & LOCK-IN, 7to7 

26—Fort Pillow Trail Run, leave the building @9:15 AM 

27—Children’s Church, 5PM 

 

BIRTHDAYS   FEBRUARY  20-26 

 
22—Heath Billings 

23—Stormy Broughton 

25—Carolyn Murray, Judy Dunaway, Sydney Trimm 

  

  

        The Carpenter’s Apprentice  
          She’s in preschool this year and sits very close to the 

front mostly because middle schoolers already know what 

is expected when they ride the bus.  The young ones are in 

a large vehicle more than arms reach from the one adult in 

this vast new mobile playground where their voices echo 

and there are no seat belts; ultimate freedom for a 4- or 5-

year-old.  Yes, they can ride the bus that young and no, they 

apparently don’t have to be completely potty trained, but 

that is a different set of stories.  Occupying a position near 

the aisle where she could be a better back seat driver, my 

new short rider saw the kitten sitting beside the garbage cans 

moments after I, a trained professional bus driver, had al-

ready spotted the potential road hazard and was prepared for 

whatever the feline might do.  She said, “Aww, look bus 

driver! It’s a puppy cat!”  The smile coming to my face 

froze abruptly as the voice telling me how to drive went 

from precious and toddlery to demonic and threatening as I 

heard her add, “YOU BETTER NOT HIT IT,” in accompa-

niment to a tiny slap on my shoulder.  A quick glance into 

the mirror, and I saw I was staring over the extended index 

finger of a very serious, large-eyed little girl who loved 

puppy cats more than me.  As our eyes met, her gaze went 

dreamy as she morphed back and said, “Wasn’t that puppy 

cat cute, bus driver?”  As far as puppy cats go, that was 

probably a cute one but isn’t it interesting how kids can put 

experiences together and come up with their own ideas and 

descriptions.  Young dogs are puppy dogs, so young cats 

must be puppy cats.  

     I can easily follow her thinking, but what must she and 

others be thinking when they hear people talk about and 

claim to know God and follow the Bible; profess to be a 

Christians and in the church but see no difference in the peo-

ple talking and the rest of the world?  What confusions 

might they draw about God, his word and his follow-

ers?  There are plenty of scriptures encouraging Christians 

to be different, starting with Romans 12 where we are in-

structed to be transformed from rather than conformed to 

the world.  The rest of the chapter goes on to give us a good 

picture of how to be different, concluding with “do not be 

overcome by evil but overcome evil with good” (Romans 

12:21).  As we are sent “into the world” (John 17:18), pre-

sumably following in His footsteps, “seeking to save the 

lost” (Luke 19:10), our actions must coincide with our 

words.  If we preach love and grace, we must be loving and 

forgiving.  If we preach walking in the light, we must walk 

in the light.  The old adage is, “Practice what you 

preach.”  We want to leave no room for the redefinition of 

terms or misunderstanding of the truth. 
                                                                                                -jeff 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
March 4-6— Gospel Meeting 

Speaker: Bobby Rawson 

 

June 5-8 –Vacation Bible School 

 

June 12-18— AMERICAN MISSION CAMPAIGNS 

Spring Quarter Bible Classes Begin 

Wednesday, March 2 

 

Wednesday Night 

The Church (Auditorium) 

Teacher: Mike Rogers 

Colossians (Classroom 2) 

Teacher: Jerry Gatlin 

Ladies Bible Class (Classroom 3) 

Teacher: Charlene Dalrymple 

 

Sunday Morning 

Acts (Auditorium) 

Teacher: Various Teachers 

Building Spiritual Growth  (Classroom 1) 

Teacher: Austin Phillips 

Unmarried Young Adults (Classroom101C) 

 

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


