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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple  901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin            901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley         901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

           covingtoncofc@gmail.com                     

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    1/9/22 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                  David Keith 

Song Leader:                                     Neil Bringle 

Opening Prayer:      Ken Bringle Jr. 

Closing Prayer:        Grant Edmonds 

Sermon:                   Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Clint Smith 

Nursery Worker:  Brandy Brown 

January Food Committee Leader:  Debbie Otts 

 

   PM Worship Service                

Song Leader:                 Neil Bringle 

Opening Prayer:                         Cameron Dickey  

Closing Prayer:                                Andrew Evans 

Sermon:                               Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (January 12) 

Song Leader                                      Brad Evins 

Opening Prayer:                          John Combs 

Closing Prayer:                       Neil Bringle 

Speaker:                    Mike Rogers 

 

 

 

MEMORIALS FOR DECEMBER 

Donations to Covington church of Christ have been given in 

memory of Judy Randolph. 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                          135   

Worship AM                                              175                                                 
                PM                                  135 

Wednesday Bible Study                  141 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Leonard Biggs   Brighton, TN 

Chasse Clark                Benton, KY 

Tanner Mason 

 

 

 

ESTATE SALE 

Life is futile. An estate sale is a sign that the ‘things’ we worked 

so hard to obtain will pass on to someone else at a bottom-line 

price. Solomon called it ‘chasing the wind.’ How many of us ‘chase 

the wind’ for things and lose precious time with family and 

friends? 

We have all heard grown-up children say that they would rather 

have had time with mother and daddy than to have had the 

‘things.’ Wives and husbands sometimes say in later years, that 

they wished they would have enjoyed more time together, rather 

than have spent so much time making money to buy things they 

didn’t really need. 

The quest for materialism is one more tool utilized by the enemy 

to destroy marriages and families. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if 

when we left this life our ‘Estate Sale’ consisted of love, kindness, 

joy and a good influence upon others? Except it would not be a 

sale. It would, like the love of Jesus, be given away to those who 

would receive.  

Build your ‘estate’ today. Leave a good inheritance for those you 

are leaving. Fill your days with prayer, love, peace and hope. 

THEN you will leave a living memorial which cannot be bought 

or sold.  

via Camden Church of Christ                                                                    Author Unknown 
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   Mike’s Message                                     

The Cost of Discipleship 
Luke 14:25-33 

Each time we consider a large purchase, we ask the sales-

person, “What does it cost?” Then, we ask ourselves, “Can 

I afford it?” This is exactly what Jesus is imposing with 

these parables. He is simply asking us to consider what it 

cost to be His true disciple. Jesus is in no way trying to dis-

courage us, but He wants us to fully understand what we are 

getting into when we choose to follow Him. 
Jesus points out the cost of discipleship saying that every-

one who comes to Him must “hate his own father and 

mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even his own life” (v. 26). He also says, “Whoever does 

not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My 

disciple” (v. 27). Then in verse 33 Jesus adds that to be His 

disciple one must “give up all his own possessions.” Now, 

does Jesus really mean we must hate our family and our-

selves? Does He mean that we can have no help in dealing 

with life’s difficulties? And, does He literally mean that we 

must give away everything we own? Of course not! This 

would be a violation of the command to love (Luke 10:27; 

Mark 12:30-31). It would be contrary to Paul’s instruction 

to “bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law 

of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). It would also undermine the rule of 

good stewardship. So, what does He mean by these para-

bles? 
It is obvious that Jesus is simply emphasizing the cost of 

discipleship; in so doing He presents two parables.  The first 

one is about a man building a tower. The tower is irrelevant. 

Jesus simply emphasizes that anybody will estimate how 

much it will cost to build a tower before starting the build. 

It would be embarrassing to lay the foundation and then not 

have the ability to finish the tower, house, barn or whatever 

structure you may be wanting to build. The application is 

that any one who wants to follow Jesus must understand that 

it will not always be easy; and he must consider if he is will-

ing to pay the price. 
The second parable is about a king who is being attacked by 

an enemy. No king would set out against an enemy without 

counting the cost of going to war. Obviously, a king with 

ten-thousand men would not go to war against a king with 

twenty-thousand men without careful planning and a signif-

icant strategy. If it is determined that he cannot win the war, 

he will try to initiate terms of peace.  
This parable differs slightly from the first in that Jesus is 

teaching that if anyone wants to be His disciple, he must 

determine if he is willing to keep the terms for eternal peace.                                       
                                                                       --Mike Rogers 

 

 
                      Prayer List         

George Watkins—Home, recovering from surgery 

Carole Nance—Home 

Joyce Whaley—Health problems 

Billy Kidd—Recovering from surgery 

LaVerne Baxter—Recovering from surgery 

Andrew Martin—Dad of Cammy Evans, Baptist East,  

recovering from surgery 

Barbara Coulston—Mother of LaDonna Nance, rehab. 

Rejeana McDaniel—Mother of Jennifer McMahan 

Mike Alsup—Friend of Linda Kimbrough & Shelley 

Dickey, health problems 

Our country, Our Missionaries, Tornado Victims, Also 

remember Graham Allen, Pat Armstrong, Sonny Ar-

wood, Rosie Barnes, Clifford Birr, Gary Bowie, Mar-

lene Brown, Lonnie Bryant, Jack Burris, Hope Collins, 

Rylie Cook, Donnie Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Law-

rence Coulston, Bobbie Deen, Jason Elliott, Lillian Ev-

ans, Willie Fry, Todd Hadley, Jeff Hanks, Steve Hig-

ginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Kendy Irwin, Nellene 

Kidd, Lucy Krull, Vicky Mayfield, Jim Nance, Chris-

tine Otts, Cody Rogers, Brandon Scott, Roy Sharp, 

Hattie Shell, Anthony Stacks, Larry Whaley II, Cliff 

Whittington, Lillian Whitney 

NURSING HOME   Covington Care: Shirley Laxton, 

Otis Poole 

MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Danny Fields, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Fendley, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, 

Richie Newbill, Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah 

Phillips, Thomas Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob 

Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Pat Stephenson in the 

death of her uncle, Trice Griggs. 

*********************************************** 

POWERFUL PILLS 
*Not live and let live, but, live and help live. 
*Don’t pray for a lighter burden, but for a stronger   
  back. 
*Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you  
  take your eyes off the goal. 
*The man who hungers and thirsts after righteousness  
   will not drag in late at mealtime. 
*If you must use a hammer, build something. 
*A pessimist turns the light out to see how dark it is. 
 
                                                                  via THE EDIFIER 

*********************************************** 

 

              Calendar of Events 
JANUARY EVENTS 

7—Ladies Dinner & Movie Night, for more   

    information see Elaine Watkins 

10—Monday Night for the Master, Group 2 

11, 18, 25—Ladies Bible Class, 10AM 

17—Monday Night for the Master, Group 3 

24—Monday Night for the Master, Group 4 

26—Devotional/Worship in song 

31—Monday Night for the Master, Group 5 

BIRTHDAYS   JANUARY  9-15 

11—Reese Cartwright, Gale Sutton 

15—Laura Craft, Houston Hall 

        Carole Nance, Garrett Johnson 

***********************************************                         

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous-

ness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

                                                       Matthew 6:33 

“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 

earth!”                                                             Psalm 8:1 

******************************************* 

 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  JANUARY  9-15 
9—Gen. 25-27                     

10—Gen. 28-30    

11—Gen. 31-33  

12—Gen. 34-36 

13—Gen. 37-39 

14—Gen. 40-42                    
15—Gen. 43-45            
   

       
       The Carpenter’s Apprentice   
In Philippians 4:11-12, Paul explains to the church, he has learned 

to be content in any situation; whether he had a lot or just a little. 

Contentment, according to Google, is described as “a state of sat-

isfaction” or “a state of peaceful happiness”.  To the church at Cor-

inth, Paul explained how he had a “thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthi-

ans 12:7ff) to keep him humble and remind him of his humanity.  

He told them how the Lord explained, “My grace is sufficient for 

you, for power is perfected in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).  His 

next word to the church talked of his “gladness” or pleasure in his 

weakness.   No one likes to admit a weakness and Paul says he 

finds joy in his weakness or maybe better stated, in something that 

is not quite right in his life.  Part of the lesson he is trying to teach 

is that circumstances in life do not affect the promise we have in 

Christ.  At some point Paul came to understand it wasn’t because 

he was so good Christ came to the cross, but because of his love 

for mankind.  Realizing the second chance he’d been given, Paul 

then chose to live for God, walking in the light and boldly pro-

claiming the Gospel every where he went to everyone who would 

listen.  He also chose to be happy.  He did not claim perfection, or 

to have grasped the secrets of life, but he understood the promise 

and what is coming.  Choosing to focus on a future with God, he 

didn’t allow the past or present to affect his attitude (Philippians 

3:12-14). The Bible really has a lot to say about being content.  We 

should never confuse contentment with complacency, which car-

ries with it an air of lazy smugness and arrogance but at the same 

time we must realize too, we cannot live contented Christian lives 

with a focus on eternity when our lives are filled with “com-

plaintency”.  Yes, I made that word up.  Think about it seriously 

though, how much of our time is spent complaining.  Many Chris-

tians, also known as “heirs to the throne”, “ambassadors for 

Christ”, “saints”, “the saved” and “the faithful”, never have any-

thing positive to say about anything.  In order for them to be happy, 

all has to be well in their life and the lives of those around them. 

The old ones can attest, life is never perfect when circumstances 

are the focus.  Too many put their faith in change.  If I just had a 

boyfriend/girlfriend turns to if I just had a spouse, then if we just 

had children and soon if those children were just older.  The truth 

is, until we can be happy/content as we are, we will never find 

happiness/contentment anywhere else because there will always 

be something else.  Paul says, “Rejoice always; pray without ceas-

ing; in everything give thanks” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18a); every-

thing and all situations.  Let’s choose to be happy and live for 

our future with Him.               

                                                                                            -jeff        

Smile! 

It’s Pictorial Directory Time 

Sunday, January 9 please make plans to 

have your picture taken for the new  

Pictorial Directory. Michelle Nowak will be 

taking pictures in the Conference Room 

located in the Office Corridor for about 15 

minutes prior to the AM Service, and after 

the AM Service (for families with last 

names beginning with A-F).    

                                            Thanks so much! 

 

 


