
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                                                     

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                 

   Serving Our Community 

  for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple  901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin            901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley         901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

           covingtoncofc@gmail.com                     

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    1/30/22 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                  David Keith 

Song Leader:                                     Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:      Bill Murray 

Closing Prayer:        Reid McMahan 

Sermon:                   Mike Rogers  

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Clint Smith 

Nursery Worker:  Rachel Dickey 

January Food Committee Leader:  Debbie Otts 

 

   PM Worship Service                

Song Leader:                 Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                         David Stewart 

Closing Prayer:                                Landon Bringle 

Sermon:                               Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (February 2)   

Song Leader                                      Robert Charnock 

Opening Prayer:            Wayne Dalrymple 

Closing Prayer:                       Eric Keith 

Speaker:                    Mike Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                           156  

Worship AM                                               223                                                 
                PM                                   133 

Wednesday Bible Study                   104 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Leonard Biggs  Brighton, TN 

Chris Whaley                     Morrison, CO 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Guilt-Free 
Few burdens in life are as crushing to bear as guilt. Many in this world 

struggle from day to day trying to bear impossible burdens. The good 

news of Jesus is that we no longer have to bear the burden of our guilt. 

The Lord made his life the guilt offering for our sins. Yet many Christians 

continue to carry around their guilt, unable to get rid of it. Batsell Bar-

rett Baxter suggests five simple steps to put away guilt for good. 

Take God at his Word. He has promised to forgive us if we will forgive 

others. Jesus told us in Matthew 6:14-15 that our forgiveness depends 

in part on how we forgive others. 

Admit to God that you have done wrong and that you are genuinely 

sorry. This involves repentance and it also involves making right every-

thing you can, relative to your sins. 

Forgive everyone who has wronged you. Genuinely remove the hatred, 

resentment and jealously which you may feel toward anyone else by 

honestly forgiving them completely. 

Sincerely, one time and one time only, ask God to forgive you. This 

prayer should be earnest and deep and genuine. But then, do not follow 

the common practice of praying it over and over again through the 

years. Do not repeat this prayer forever. 

Finally accept the forgiveness which God has promised to give you. 

When the thought of your sin comes back to your mind, instead of pray-

ing, “Father forgive me for this sin…,” pray instead, “I thank you father 

for forgiving me.” He has promised to forgive. We must believe that he 

has kept his promise. Instead of deepening our feelings of guilt through 

the years by repeating the request for forgiveness, we turn our atten-

tion time and again to God’s goodness in forgiving us. One of these at-

titudes burdens and destroys; the other lifts and inspires. Rather than 

the negative, destructive attitude, let us have the positive, constructive, 

Christian attitude, believing that God has forgiven us.  
                                                                                          Mark Ray 
                                                                      via The Encourager     

 

mailto:mrogers@covingtoncofc.com
mailto:rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com
http://www.covingtoncofc.com/


 
   Mike’s Message                   

The Kingdom of Heaven 
Matt. 13:44-46 

In the last two sermons on the Parables of Jesus we have 

emphasized that being a disciple of Jesus comes with trials 

and temptations. However, the parables I want to present in 

this article express that whatever it cost to be a disciple of 

Jesus, it will be worth it. 
Matthew 13:44-46 reads, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid 

again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has 

and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of 

great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”  
In these verses, Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a 

treasure and a valuable pearl. Matthew often uses “king-

dom” to refer to the rule of God within man. He also uses it 

as the rule of God on earth i.e., the church. Matthew also 

uses the word kingdom to refer to the eternal kingdom. This 

is the way we should read the “kingdom of heaven” in these 

verses.  
The first parable tells of a man who was strolling through a 

field and came upon a treasure that had been hidden. This 

man was not searching for the treasure, he simply stumbled 

across it. Yet he recognized the value of it and the joy it 

would provide. So, he hid it again and went and sold all he 

had and bought the field. Now, many want to make a big 

deal out of the idea that he never told the original owner 

about the treasure he found. But the point of this parable has 

nothing to do with what is legal or ethical. It has to do with 

the joy the kingdom of heaven provides. 
The second parable tells of a merchant who was looking for 

valuable pearls. When he found one, he recognized it was 

more valuable than all his own possessions. Likewise, the 

kingdom of heaven is more valuable than all of our earthly 

possessions.   
The “man” who found the treasure and the “merchant” who 

bought the pearl refer to every person who recognizes the 

value in being a disciple of Jesus. I often wonder if we really 

recognize how joyful and valuable spending eternity with 

God will be? We are often tempted to put our treasure in 

earthly things and neglect the fact that these things are only 

temporary (see Matt. 6:19-21). Therefore, Jesus emphasizes 

that there is more joy (v. 44) in spending eternity with God 

than all of one’s earthly possessions can provide. He also 

emphasizes the same point in that spending eternity with 

God is more valuable than all of man’s possessions.  
Do you recognize the joy and value of spending eternity 

with God? Think about it!                               --Mike Rogers 
 

 

 

                        

                      Prayer List    

Carolyn Kuykendall—Recovering from surgery 

Andrew Martin—Dad of Cammy Evans, Baptist East,  

rehab. 

Heather Nutt – Daughter in law of Dianne, health prob-

lems 

Barbara Coulston—Rehab. 

Our country, Our Missionaries, Tornado Victims, Also re-

member Graham Allen, Pat Armstrong, Sonny Arwood, 

Rosie Barnes, LaVerne Baxter, Clifford Birr, Gary Bowie, 

Marlene Brown, Lonnie Bryant, Jack Burris, Hope Collins, 

Donnie Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, Jason 

Elliott, Lillian Evans, Willie Fry, Jeff Hanks, Steve Hig-

ginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Kendy Irwin, Lucy Krull, 

Vicky Mayfield, Carole Nance, Jim Nance, Cody Rogers, 

Brandon Scott, Roy Sharp, Hattie Shell, Anthony Stacks, 

George Watkins, Joyce Whaley, Larry Whaley II, Cliff 

Whittington, Lillian Whitney 

NURSING HOME   

Covington Care: Shirley Laxton, Otis Poole 

MILITARY  

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Danny Fields, Nic Hunter, Dayana Fendley, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah Phillips, Thomas 

Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, 

Tessa Stacks, Isaac Stewart, Jessica Whaley 

RESPONSE 

Andrew Evans responded asking for prayers. Please re-

member him. 

 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Billy Kidd in the 

death of his grandmother, Nellene Kidd.; and to Gary 

Bowie in the death of his brother, James Bowie. 

                             
 

        Smile! 
It’s Pictorial Directory Time 

Sunday, January 23 please make plans to have 

your picture taken for the new Pictorial Direc-

tory. Michelle Nowak will be taking pictures in 

the Conference Room located in the Office Cor-

ridor for about 15 minutes prior to the AM Ser-

vice and after AM services (for families with 

last names beginning with T-Z).    
 

 
             Calendar of Events 
JANUARY EVENTS 

31—Monday Night for the Master, Group 5, 6PM 

 

BIRTHDAYS   JANUARY  30-FEBRUARY 5 

 
26 – Libby Click 

30—Brylee Love 

31—Lawson Maxwell 

1—Tessa Stacks 

2—Mickey Cannon 

4—Jennifer Phillips 

ANNIVERSARIES 

4—Tim & Cindy Scott 

 

  January Youth Events 

 
30 – Devo after evening services 

 
*********************************************************** 

None of Self, All of Thee 

AN OLD PREACHER once said he could always tell 

when a Christian was growing because a growing 

Christian would always talk more about Christ and 

less about himself. When a Christian matures, he 

sees himself getting smaller and smaller until, like 

the morning star, he gives way to the rising sun.  “ 

 “He must increase, but I must decrease”—John 3:30           

 via Glad Tidings of Good Things            Jacksonville Church of Christ 

********************************************************** 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  JAN. 30-FEB. 5 

30 – Ex. 38-40 

31 – Leviticus 1-3 

1 – Lev. 4-6 

2 –Lev. 7-9 

3 – Lev. 10-12 

4 – Lev. 13-15 

5 – Lev. 16-18 

 

       
       The Carpenter’s Apprentice   
 Light pollution is not really a new concept and has to do 

with the brightening of the night sky as caused by street 

lights and other manmade sources.  It is most notable in 

cities and interferes with night time star gazing.  You may 

have noticed the absence of all but the brightest of stars 

when you look up while visiting in the big city.  There is 

probably a great biblical lesson to be derived from living 

in so much light, but for today, we realize two things: first, 

the light we are talking about is fake or artificial and sec-

ond, we are talking of light POLLUTION which at its core 

is negative.  Most of the time we are oblivious to what is 

not obvious and so conditioned to bright light we only no-

tice it in its absence.  The Bible warns of things done in 

darkness saying all things will be brought to light (1 Co-

rinthians 4:5) and tells us the way of the wicked is found 

in darkness (Proverbs 4:19).  It is clear darkness hides 

things and has a bad reputation.  People say, “I am afraid 

of the dark,” but what they mean is, “I am afraid of what is 

IN the dark.”  Darkness is simply the absence of light.   I’d 

thought about sending him a text but realized it was almost 

2:00 AM where he was.  Interestingly, within a few 

minutes, I got this text: “We are just now laying down for 

the night.  I wish you could see the stars out here.” I could 

see a few bright ones through the lights in the parking lot 

and I was struck with two thoughts, I bet he can see a ba-

zillion and then, we could be looking at the same star. “For 

the invisible things of him from the creation of the world 

are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 

made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 

are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). Our God is an awe-

some God who can use the darkness, which the unright-

eous use to hide their nefarious ways, to reveal his majesty 

and power in the most beautiful and hopeful of ways; 

alone in the dark, we look up and see – Him.  The darker it 

is the brighter and more plenteous His stars shine. “And 

God said, let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven 

to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, 

and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be 

for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon 

the earth: and it was so. And God made two great lights; 

the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule 

the night: he made the stars also. And God set them in the 
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and 

to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the 

light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good” 

(Genesis 1:14-18). 

                                                                                               -jeff 


