
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Serving Our Community 

  for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    8/8/21  AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Clint Smith 

Song Leader:                                    Mike Wyatt 

Opening Prayer:     Ken Bringle Jr. 

Closing Prayer:       Grant Edmonds 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  George Watkins 

Nursery Worker:  Valerie Sampson 

 

   PM Worship Service                

Song Leader:                Mike Wyatt 

Opening Prayer:                        Cameron Dickey  

Closing Prayer:                               Clint Smith 

Sermon:                               Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (August 11) 

Song Leader                                          Jeff Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                Austin Phillips 

Closing Prayer:             Isaac Stewart 

Speaker:          Mike Hixson 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                            166          

Worship AM                                               215                                                   
                PM                                   157       

Wednesday Bible Study                  155  

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
Charnock family           Covington, TN 

Kambria & Bnella Strompolis         Munford, TN 

Beverly Russell           Atoka, TN 

Haley Stroud           Atoka, TN 

Mike Stroud                         Atoka, TN 

Jonah & Molly Pena           Quantico, VA 

Judy Holcomb            Batesville, MS 

Anthony Stephenson           Murfreesboro, TN 

Jeremy McAtee                         Poplar Bluff, MO 

Lillyrose & Gwendolin Conley                Williamstown, KY 

Charlie Franks 

Julianne Phillips 

Savannah Bitz 

 

 

 

Why Study God’s Word 
Just as we eat three meals a day to sustain our physical bodies, we must 

also feast on God’s word daily to sustain our souls. If we don’t we are in 

danger of losing our souls. God says in Hosea 4:6, “My people are 

destroyed for a lack of knowledge.” People will be lost because they did 

not care enough to read and study God’s instruction book on how to go to 

Heaven. 

Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 2:10 that people will be lost “because they did 

not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” Satan wants 

to distract us with the cares and deceits of this world. He does not want us 

to read and study our Bibles every day. He knows that we become weak 

and vulnerable when we fail to study. Our strongest defense is a shield of 

faith. How do we obtain that shield of faith to protect us? Romans 10:17 

says, “So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.” 

The more we study the word of God the stronger our faith will be. If we 

want to protect ourselves against Satan we must have a strong faith. 

In years past we in the churches of Christ were known as “walking Bibles” 

because brethren then studied their Bibles. But sad to say, this is no longer 

true because we have failed to study God’s word, as we should. But what 

happens when we fail to study God’s word and become spiritually starved? 

2 Peter 3:16 says that those who are “untaught and unstable twist to their 

own destruction, as they do also the rest of the scriptures.” We cannot 

understand God’s word unless we study it. And because of this Jesus says 

in Matthew 15:14, “They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind 

lead the blind, both will fall into a ditch.” 

To keep from wandering around in spiritual darkness, let’s study God’s 

word so that “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” 

(Psalms 119:105). Let’s not endanger our souls by a lack of study of God’s 

word. Let’s take time to study it daily. 
           Ron Boatwright 

via Bulletin Digest                                                     Northside church of Christ   Cordell, OK 
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 Mike’s Message 

                              Why I Believe the Bible 
A wise man once said, “You open your Bible and read, ‘In 

the beginning God . . ..’ ” He added, “If you don’t believe 

that, the rest will mean nothing.” 
While his point is well taken, our belief in God, His Son, 

and His word is not a blind leap in the dark. It is built on 

evidence. Admittedly, this evidence is partly 

incomprehensible. No one can comprehend how something 

can be made from nothing. Neither is it humanly possible to 

comprehend an eternal nature. These things cannot be 

logically or reasonably explained outside the realm of faith.  
However, the very existence of the world, and the fact that 

it cannot be reasonably or logically explained any other way 

supports an eternal, omniscient Creator. If one believes this 

Creator exists, and that He has a plan for His creation, then 

one must believe that a special revelation from Him is 

necessary. If this revelation is written, it is applicable to 

everyone who has the ability to think and reason.  
However, admittedly, the simple fact that our Creator would 

reveal His plan to His creation does not give creditable 

evidence to the Bible being that revelation. There were 

criteria that must be met for any ancient letter to be added 

to the canon (the books accepted to be Holy Scripture).   
Without going into great detail, three basic criteria must 

have been met before a letter was included in the canon. 

First, the information must be from by an eye witness. 

Second, the letter must have been widely received by the 

churches of the first century. Third, the historical 

authenticity of the letter must be confirmed. If early 

Christian writers such as Polycarp, Origen, Eusebius and 

others regarded the work as inspired, this is remarkable 

early evidence to support the inspiration of the letter. 
In addition to the 39 books of the OT (canonized between 

200 BC and 200 AD), the 27 books of NT were accepted as 

Holy Scripture in AD 393. These are the same 27 books we 

have as our New Testament today.  
We must remember, however, that every part of the Bible 

we have today is inspired in so far as it is correctly preserved 

and translated. Wayne Jackson admits that although all 

translations are not of equal value, “it is not a spiritual act 

to castigate someone simply because he is using a less-than-

perfect translation. The important thing is this: Is he 

teaching the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 

truth” (Bible Controversy, 30)? Remember Jesus says, “. . . 

Your word is truth” (John 17:17). Let us learn and accept 

the truth at all costs. Truth is worth every sacrifice; nothing 

but “the truth will set you free” (John 8:32b). 

                                                           –Mike Rogers 
 

                  
                       Prayer List    

Ann Chapman 

Betty Ware                            
Paulette Pennington  

Larry Whaley II—Baptist East 

Shirley Laxton—Covington Care 

Kelly Lewis—Friend of Charlene Dalrymple 

Willie Taylor 

Alan Wilkerson—Husband of Judy Dunaway’s cousin 

Brandon Scott—Son of Joyce Scott 

Tracy Russell—Cousin of Shelley Dickey, recovering 

from a car accident 

Lisa Hopper—Teacher at Munford High School 

Steve Jones 

Ryan Hindsman 

Williams family in the loss of their loved one Tommy 

Williams. Also remember Our country, John Evans IV, Pat 

Armstrong, Sonny Arwood, Rosie Barnes, Corey Bates, 

LaVerne Baxter, Gary Bowie, Clifford Birr, Marlene 

Brown, Lonnie Bryant, Jack Burris, Rusty Cartwright, Hope 

Collins, Irene Corn, Barbara Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, 

Bobbie Deen, Jason Elliott, Melvin Escue,John Evans, Kay 

Gatlin, Bonnie Glass, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson 

Hughey, Kendy Irwin, Nellene Kidd, Wayne Kidd, Lucy                                

Krull, Vicky Mayfield, Christine Otts, Angie Shelton,                                                            

Anthony Stacks, Kelly Sutton, Faye Venable, Don Webb, 

Joyce Whaley, Lillian Whitney, Derrick Winters 

NURSING HOME  

Covington Care: Otis Poole, Reba Arwood 

MILITARY 

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Danny Fields, Nic Hunter, Dayana Fendley, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah Phillips, Thomas 

Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, 

Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley   
***********************************************************            

All the water in the world, 

However hard it tried, 

Could never sink a sailing ship 

Unless it got inside. 

 

All the evil in the world 

The wickedness and sin 

Can never sink your soul’s fair craft 

Unless you let it in. 
                                                                                   Bulletin Digest 

***********************************************************

  

               

               

                Calendar of Events 
 AUGUST EVENTS 
 * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 
    service                               

11—Summer Series; Speaker: Mike Hixson      
18—Summer Series; Speaker: Sam Jones 
21—Birthday Party at Magnolia Creek Nursing 
        Home, 2PM 
25—Singing Night   
Any ladies interested in taking a Tai chi class, 
please see Shirley Weir or Kay Gatlin. 
 
If you do not have a history book please see Elaine 
Watkins, if you do have one, go to page 86 and add 
2021- present Robert Trimm, Treasurer 
 
Sign-up sheet is on the table by the Nursery for the 
Apologetics Press Benefit & Informational Dinner, 
Thursday, August 26@6:00 at Henderson church of 
Christ building.   
  
BIRTHDAYS  AUGUST  8-14 

 

8—Benny Collins 

10—Tricia Speight 

12—LeAnn Maness  

13—David Higgins, Heather Keith 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to LaVerne Baxter in the 

death of her friend, Joyce Baskin; and to Pat Armstrong in 

the death of her cousins, Phillip Pruitt, and Donald Jones. 

 

●Prayer may not change things for you, but it sure changes 

you for things. 

●If God is your “copilot,” then you are sitting in the wrong 

seat. 
                                                                          via Bulletin Digest 

 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   AUGUST  8-14    

8—Isa. 16-18  

9—Isa. 19-21                         

10—Isa. 22-24 

11—Isa. 25-27 

12—Isa. 28-30 

13—Isa. 31-33 

14—Isa. 34-36                             
  

      
       The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
          I recently heard a story and at its conclusion, I thought 

I’d use it one day in a sermon.  The more I think about it, 

the more I realize I’d better just share it in a bulletin article 

because it might take me a while to get through it.  Maybe 

you have heard it and maybe you haven’t but you need to 

hear it, there is a lot we can learn from it.  I do not know if 

it is true or not but I can imagine it is pretty close to 

truth.  Some of the details may have changed in its retelling 

but the main point is there and so easy to identify with.  The 

story is about an old preacher who boarded a train going to 

a small town to conduct a Gospel meeting when train travel 

was economical and most efficient.  The preacher is not the 

main character in the story, but a man he met on the 

train.  When he got to his train car, the preacher took his 

seat beside a young man who’d already been on the train for 

some time and while trying to make small talk, the preacher 

learned the young man was going home and learned they 

were travelling to the same place.  As they rolled along, the 

preacher couldn’t help but notice the young man seemed to 

be growing increasingly fidgety and nervous.  The preacher 

mistook his actions for the excitement of returning 

home.  Deducing the young men had been gone for some 

time the preacher commented on the young man’s 

excitement.  The nervous man replied, “I have been gone a 

long time and I am excited to go home but more than that I 

am scared.  You see Preacher, many years ago I left home 

angry.  I said some unforgivable and hateful things to my 

parents and my family.  I left and have lived a hard and 

stupid life full of what you’d call sin.  I recently came to my 

senses, realizing what my choices have done to me and my 

life.  I want to start over.  I called home but when I heard 

my mother’s voice, I just hung up afraid to speak and 

overcome with emotion at the memories her voice brought 

back.  So, I wrote them a letter asking if I could come 

home.  I did not put a return address on the envelope 

because I was embarrassed about where I’ve been.  I told 

them in the letter I was sorry and didn’t want to cause them 

any more trouble or pain.  They live not far outside of town 

just beside a big bend in the tracks.  There is an old oak tree 

in the front yard and we will pass them just before we get to 

the station.  I asked them to hang a white sheet from one of 

the branches on the tree if it was ok to come home.  If it 

wasn’t ok, do nothing and I’d just keep riding the train and 

they wouldn’t have to worry about telling me face to 

face.  You see, Preacher we are about an hour out from 

passing my folks place and I am more scared than I have 

ever been.”  (To be continued) 
                                                                                       -jeff 


