
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

                
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  

 Have a safe and  

       Happy 4th of July! 

 
 

 
 
 

   Serving Our Community 

  for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    7/4/21   AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 David Keith 

Song Leader:                                    David Garner 

Opening Prayer:     Craig Robinson 

Closing Prayer:       Jerry Blevins 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Bill Murray 

Nursery Workers: Teresa & Isabella Stacks 

 

   PM Worship Service                

Song Leader:                 David Garner 

Opening Prayer:                         Brad Evins  

Closing Prayer:                                Clint Stacks 

Sermon:                               Mike Rogers 

 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (July 7) 

Song Leader:                         Aaron Speight 

Opening Prayer:                Austin Phillips 

Closing Prayer:             Clint Smith 

Speaker:          Justin Rogers 

 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                            166          

Worship AM                                               217                                                   
                PM                                   131       

Wednesday Bible Study                  157  

 

 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 
April, Isabella, & Olivia Gyllenhammar      Trosa, Sweden 

Alan & Jan Kinningham                     Three Way, TN 

Robert, PJ, Eli, Noah, & August Charnock  Covington, TN 

Judy Holcomb             Batesville, MS 

Jean Bell              Courtland, MS 

Connor Wantye 

Stone Edwards 

Colby Turner 

   

 

 

Authentic Freedom! 
“Freedom” is a powerful word, full of all sorts of meaning to different people. 

Some people think freedom refers to political liberty, such as we have in the 

United States under the constitution. Others think freedom means being able to do 

whatever one wants morally. Some even think freedom means doing whatever one 

wants, regardless of the rule of law. However, authentic freedom is based on the 

word of God and the work of His Son Jesus Christ! In John 8:36, Jesus said, 

“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” One becomes free 

indeed by knowing the truth (John 8:32; 17:17) and obeying the truth (Matt. 7:21-

27). This authentic freedom Christ offers is composed of three facets: 

1.  Freedom from the burdens of life! In Matthew 11:28, Jesus says the sinner is 

“heavy laden.” Jesus tells us to bring that burden to Him. Hebrews 12:1 says to 

“lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us.” Jesus can free us 

from those weights, as well as the burden of false religion and traditions of men 

(Matt. 23:3-4). 

2. Freedom from bondage to sin! The Jews that Jesus was speaking to in John 8 

were not only in bondage to the law and to the traditions of men, but they were 

also in bondage to sin (John 8:44). Christ not only could free them from the law 

(Col. 2:14), but also from the guilt of sin (Rom. 3:23-26). 

3. Freedom from blindness! Jesus could open their eyes to the truth, if they so 

desired (John 8:32). Once one recognizes the power and importance of God’s 

word, he no longer has to worry about being fooled by the false doctrines of men 

(Eph. 4:14), if he will continue in the things God teaches in His word. Paul’s 

mission to the Gentiles was to “open their eyes” (Acts 26:18). 

So while we celebrate our political and social freedom on July 4th, let us also 

focus on and remember our spiritual freedom that comes only through Christ 

Jesus! He frees us from the burdens of life, from bondage to sin, and from 

blindness! Are you free indeed?                                                 Matt Clifton                                                          

   BulletinDigest.com                                                                Judsonia church of Christ    Judsonia, AR 

 

Matt Clifton 

 

mailto:rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com


 
 Mike’s Message 

Freedom 
Sunday is July 4th, Independence Day. It is the day our nation 

celebrates its birth, and our independence from Great 

Britain. Besides fireworks, lakes, and cookouts, what do 

you think about regarding this special day? You may think 

about Patrick Henry who questioned the council, “Is life so 

dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of 

chains and slavery? Forbid it Almighty God - I know not 

what course others may take; but as for me - give me liberty 

or give me death!” You may think of Paul Revere who rode 

through the streets shouting, “The British are coming.” You 

may think of the Declaration of Independence. You may 

think of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s State of the Union 

address on January 6, 1941. In his message Roosevelt 

proclaimed, “In the future days, which we seek to make 

secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four 

essential human freedoms.” Roosevelt presented these 

freedoms as: First, world-wide freedom of speech and 

expression; second, world-wide freedom to worship God; 

third, world-wide freedom from want; and fourth, freedom 

from fear.” When Roosevelt made this speech, Hitler was 

tyrannizing his way across Europe; and Japan was 

attempting to occupy China. Roosevelt’s speech was a 

declaration that we would not allow Hitler or Japan to 

conquer the world and take away our freedoms.   
Freedom is the founding principle of our nation. Freedom is 

really what Independence Day is about—what being an 

American is all about. But freedom is a word that should 

strike Christians for a different reason. Freedom from sin 

and death should be the reason for our celebration, not only 

on July 4th, but every day of the year. 
There is no more powerful enemy to our freedom than sin. 

Donald Guthrie once wrote “Sin is a debt, a burden, a thief, 

a sickness, a leprosy, a plague, a poison, a serpent, a 

sting.  Everything that man hates, sin is.” Yet, we still allow 

sin to wreck our lives and condemn our souls. People weep 

and wail to be free from sin, but it holds on like a leach, 

sucking the life out of us. We often run and try to hide from 

the guilt it causes, but we cannot break free.  
God gave mankind all the information necessary to be free 

from sin and death when He instructed, “. . . but from the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 

in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die” (Gen. 

2:17). They ate from the forbidden tree and the sentence of 

death for sin was carried out. But it was God’s plan to 

redeem man from sin and death (see Gen. 3:15). Sin 

enslaves us. But God sent His Son to free us from sin and 

death (see Rom. 6:1-23-8:1-8).                    --Mike Rogers 

 

 
Prayer List 

Paulette Pennington— Surgery, July 6 

Larry Whaley II—Baptist East 

Grayson Robinson—Broken ankle 

Shirley Laxton—Covington Care 

Bonnie Glass—Recovering from surgery 

Kay Gatlin 

Billy Kidd 

Rusty Cartwright 

Kendy Irwin—Daughter of Judy McCool, recovering from 

surgery 

Don Webb 

Derrick Winters—Cousin of Cammy Evans 

Kelly Sutton—Wife of Clint Stack’s manager, surgery 

Angie Shelton—Friend of the Dickey’s, recovering from a 

fall 

Irene Corn—Grandmother of April Galaway 

Our country, John Evans IV, Higgins family (friends of the 

Schroader family)  in the loss of their loved one, David 

Higgins. Also, remember Pat Armstrong, Sonny Arwood, 

Rosie Barnes, Corey Bates, LaVerne Baxter, Gary Bowie, 

Clifford Birr, Marlene Brown, Lonnie Bryant, Jack Burris, 

Hope Collins, Barbara Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, 

Bobbie Deen, Jason Elliott, Melvin Escue Steve 

Higginbotham, Chris Huggins, Jackson Hughey, Nellene 

Kidd, Wayne Kidd,  Lucy Krull, Tammy Lents, Todd 

Martin, Vicky Mayfield, Christine Otts, Anthony Stacks, 

Betty Ware, Joyce Whaley, Lillian Whitney 

NURSING HOME  

Covington Care: Otis Poole, Reba Arwood 

MILITARY  

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Danny Fields, Nic Hunter, Dayana Fendley, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah Phillips, Thomas 

Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, 

Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley  

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Wayne Dalrymple & 

family in the death of his aunt, Ruth Shell.          

BAPTISM   

Tommy Joe Burroughs was baptized into Christ, Monday, 

June 28. We rejoice with him and the angels in heaven.   

 

There is no right way  

To do Wrong! 
                                                                                via Bulletin Digest 

                 

              Calendar of Events 
 JULY EVENTS 
   Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 
   Service.  
5—The church office will be closed  
6,13,20,27—Ladies Bible Class, 10AM 
7—Summer Series; Speaker: Justin Rogers 
14—Summer Series; Speaker: Don Blackwell 
17—Birthday Party at Magnolia Creek Nursing  
        Home, 2PM 
21—Summer Series; Speaker: Michael Wyatt 
28—Devotional/Worship in Song 
Deacon’s meeting, Sunday, July 11@4:30PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY  YOUTH EVENTS 

 
8—IGNITE 

11-15—BIG REEDY CHRISTIAN CAMP 

22—IGNITE 

24-29— American Missions Campaign 

BIRTHDAYS  JULY 4-10 

 

4—Taylor Beasley 

5—Elaine Shankle 

8—Charley Morgan Halford, Tyler Bringle 

10—Kristine Bringle, Hailey Rimmer 

ANNIVERSARIES     

4—Grant & Crystal Edmonds 

5—Rick & Pasty Moore  
BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   JULY 4-10    

 4—Ps. 111-114   

 5—Ps. 115-118                         

 6—Ps. 119 

 7—Ps. 120-122 
 8—Ps. 123-126 

 9—Ps. 127-129 

10—Ps. 130-132 

          
        The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
          I know today is your day even if you don’t.  It is 

the end and yet it is the beginning.  It is freedom. 

Freedom to move forward no longer encumbered by 

burdens, for you have cast your cares on Him because 

you know He cares.  Today is the day of realization, the 

day of decision, the day of transformation.  Through His 

infinite wisdom and understanding, He has provided this 

moment of awakening.  Through His son He provided the 

means and assurance - His plan will work.  Through His 

insight He laid the groundwork for today.  Patiently 

waiting, He is smiling in anticipation.  This great day 

comes without fanfare.  The world is unaware.  Such a 

great day should have streamers, party hats and balloons 

– yet here this day will pass and only you will realize its 

significance for only you can make today what it was 

meant to be.  Despite careful orchestration, only one 

thing is lacking to make this the most poignant day of 

your life.  Only one thing stands between you and 

complete liberation and total happiness.  In a stroke of 

genius, the Master who knows all and sees all left the 

final ingredient for this glorious and momentous day in 

the hands of one he deemed capable.  The most important 

part is in the hands of the one who would benefit the most 

from this day – you.  Today is your day and the only thing 

left is that you realize it, internalize it and believe it.  

Everything else is ready and waiting on you.  Today is 

the first day of the rest of your life.  Today is the day to 

break out of the cocoon of conformity that has restricted 

life, freedom and flight.  Today is the day to transform, 

breaking the bonds of worldly worry, strife and 

expectation.  Today is Dependence Day.  “For the law of 

the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the 

law of sin and death.  For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own 

Son … in order that the righteous requirement of the law 

might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit.  For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 

flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 

minds on the things of the Spirit.   For to set the mind on 

the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 

and peace.” (Romans 8:2-6). Today is your day. Believe 

it.                                                                             -jeff                                         

 


