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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    5/2/21   AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Craig Robinson 

Song Leader:                                    Jerry Blevins 

Opening Prayer:     Michael Wyatt 

Closing Prayer:       Jeff Phillips 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

Nursery Worker: Rachel Dickey 

May Food Committee Leader: Joyce Whaley 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                   Jerry Blevins 

Opening Prayer:                           Phillip Scrip                               

Closing Prayer:                   David Keith 

Sermon:                                 Mike Rogers 

 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (May 5) 

Song Leader:                         Nick Maness 

Opening Prayer:                Ian Keith 

Closing Prayer:             Eric Keith 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                          175          

Worship AM                                             238                                                    
                PM                                 133       

Wednesday Bible Study                153 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
Jon & Allison McCain                 Brighton, TN 

Cade Cothran                 Brighton, TN 
Colby Turner                  McKinney, TX 

Brad Edmonds    Nashville, TN 

Andrea Cook    Henderson, TN 

Lydia & Isaiah Elliott   Henderson, TN 

Carolyn Prater    Munford, TN 

Mark Newbill    Atoka, TN 

Bob & Nedra Young   Oakland, TN 

Doug Sliger 

Zoe Storm  

 

 

“Cheering No Matter What” 

  
The ten year old stood at the plate. His batting stance was not terrible, but 

not great either. He nervously stared at the pitcher as he began his windup. 

With men on second and third and his team being down a run, he needed to 

get a hit. The wind up, the pitch . . . the batter stares as the perfect third 

strike passed him and is caught by the catcher. The umpire rings him up, 

and he begins to jog down trodden back to the dugout. But what can be 

heard from the stands is not jeers but cheers. There is a cacophony of, “It’s 

alright” and “You’ll get’um next time.” And especially is that audible from 

one particular section, the section where his parents sit. As only a momma 

can, his mom says, “That’s OK, baby.” 

You see, no matter what happened on the field that day, that boy was loved 

by his parents. He could have dropped every ball hit to him, missed every 

pitch he swung at, and fell down as he walked out of the dugout. That didn’t 

matter. His parents loved him and were there for him no matter what. 

As we live our Christian lives, we need to remember that we are not on that 

field alone. We are not trying to live this life for Jesus without our 

supporters. We have each other (Hebrews 10:24, Colossians 2:2). But on a 

greater scale, we have a heavenly audience rooting for us. Jesus said that 

once we are in the Father’s hand no one or no thing can take us out of it 

(John 10:27-30). Paul told us that nothing at all can separate us from the 

love of God (Romans 8:26-39). As long as we are on the field, we need to 

remember that in the stands, so to speak, our Father and our Lord are 

rooting for us no matter what happens. I think that is one of the most 

important points found in 1 John 1. Walk in the light, stay on the field, and 

in spite of the falls, in spite of the strikeouts, pick yourself up and keep 

going. And by the grace of God, the final score will be in your favor. 

 
via Rosemark church of Christ bulletin                                                            Ben Thompson 
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Mike’s Message 

A Series on Love 
My sermons for May will focus on “Love.” The key verses 

for this series are found in Matthew 22:37-39: “You shall 

love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and 

foremost commandment. The second is like it, You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself” (cf. Mark 12:30-31; Luke 

10:27).  

I fear we often use the word love rather flippantly. We may 

tell someone we love them when it is not really love at all. 

It may be more akin to lust, or possibly infatuation. 

Furthermore, we may often say we love God, but do we 

really? Jesus declares, “If you love Me, you will keep My 

commandments (John 14:15; cf. 14:21, 23). True love is 

easily recognized by putting one’s own desires aside and 

giving himself completely for the one he claims to love. 

The first lesson in this series is “God Shows Us Love.” 

True love cannot be determined by one’s words alone. John 

writes, “Little children, let us not love with word or with 

tongue, but in deed and truth” (1 John 3:18). This is a simple 

yet complex statement. Telling someone you love them is 

not condemned. As a matter of fact, people like to hear those 

words occasionally. But the words alone are not sufficient 

to prove love. True love is reflected in one’s actions. One’s 

love is only determined by how he gives himself. Notice 

that John writes, “For God so loved the world that He gave 

His only begotten Son” (John 3:16). Paul writes, “But God 

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). John also writes, 

“By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has 

sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might 

live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but 

that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins” (1 John 4:9-10). Jesus declares, “Greater love has 

no one than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” 

(John 15:13, emphases mine). When God loves, He gives 

Himself. 

Furthermore, true love is free and unsolicited. John writes, 

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us” 

(1 John 4:10a). God loves us because He has chosen to love 

us. He is under no obligation to do so; except that it would 

be contrary to His nature not to love us, because “God is 

love” (1 John 4:8b, 16). God has loved us, and expects 

nothing in return. He only wants us to love Him by our own 

free will. 

If we truly love God, we will show that love by giving Him 

our hearts, our souls, our minds, and Mark and Luke add our 

“strength” (Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27). Do you truly love 

God? Think about it!                                   -- Mike Rogers                            

                       
Prayer List 

                              
        

Jimmy Weir 

Betty Ware 

Rusty Cartwright 

Carolyn Murray  

Hope Collins 

David Stewart 

Susie Wyatt 

Delores Whaley 

Mildred Johnson 

Miach Whitehead 

Makenzie Bohatch—Niece of Clint & Teresa Stacks                                                      

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Erwin family in the 

loss of their loved one, Joan Erwin; Therese Marshall & 

family in the loss of their loved one. Also remember Pat 

Armstrong, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Gary Bowie, 

Clifford Birr, Marlene Brown, Richard Bryant, Jack 

Burris, Cindy Clark, Irene Corn, Barbara Coulston, 

Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, Jason Elliott, Melvin 

Escue, Wesley Fowler, Jimmy Gurley, Steve 

Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Nellene Kidd, Lucy 

Krull, Shirley Laxton,Vicky Mayfield, Judy Merritt, 

Christine Otts, Dottie Prince, Hailey Rimmer, Joyce 

Smart, Julia Strange, Andy Whaley, Joyce Whaley, Larry 

Whaley II, Lillian Whitney, Dan Winkler 

NURSING HOME   

Covington Care: Otis Poole, Reba Arwood 

MILITARY  

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jackson 

Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks,  

Jessica Whaley  

BAPTISM 

Morgan Kidd was baptized into Christ, Saturday, April 17. 

We rejoice with her and the angels in heaven! 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Lisa Johnson & family 

in the death of her mother, Norma Volner; and to  

Leslie Howard in the death of her aunt, Marjorie 

Murgittroyd.     

******************************************* 
“Freedom is not the right to do as you please, but the 

liberty to do as you ought.” 
 via The Encourager                                                             Sword Scrapbook  

***************************************** 

 
                Calendar of Events 
APRIL EVENTS 
   * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 
     service                               
   * Ladies Bible Class will not be meeting for a few 
weeks. We will start back Tuesday, June 8. 
 

                                  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS   MAY 2-8 

 
2—Kay Gatlin 
5—Brittany Pittman 
6—Crystal Edmonds, Zachary Nance 
7—Mike Rogers 
8—Jerry Galaway 
ANNIVERSARIES 
3—Albert & Deborah Cates 
 
MAY  YOUTH EVENTS 

 
May 2—Vaping Seminar after evening services 
May 23 – Youth Devo. after evening services 

 
BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  MAY  2-8 

2—11 Chr. 4-6   

3—11 Chr. 7-9  

4—11 Chr. 10-12 

5—11 Chr. 13-15 
6—11 Chr. 16-18    

7—11 Chr. 19-21 

8—11 Chr. 22-24 

       
        The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
I grew up watching Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, hosted 

every week by zoologist, Marlin Perkins.  Each week the 

educational show highlighted interesting animals and their 

relationships to the world around them.  While the show 

personified the animals often speculating thoughts and 

motives, viewers (especially this one) often fell in love with the 

sometimes-deadly creatures captured on film.  Later, I would 

learn this personification of animals can be detrimental to 

accurately studying them but it made for great and captivating 

TV.  Producers were honest, showing not only cute, cuddly and 

endearing moments, but the brutally savage relationships 

between predator and prey.  Without showing the gory details, 

we all knew when the predator’s appetite was sated.  The 

relationship between the eater and the eaten is delicate, often 

predictable and necessary to maintain ecological balance and a 

healthy ecosystem.  If you have spent anytime watching nature 

shows, you know it’s the fringes where the most danger lurks; 

with the oldest, the youngest and the sick being most 

vulnerable.  It should come as no surprise our adversary, the 

devil, is the same. 1 Peter 5:8 says he is like a roaring lion, 

prowling around “seeking someone to devour”.  We see in Job 

1:7-10 Satan, like a lion, will not consider the strongest of the 

heard as his primary target.  In our spiritual prime he knows we 

are too confident, assured, hopeful and committed to fall for 

his schemes.  He recognizes the “full armor of God” described 

in Ephesians 6 and knows a waste of time when he sees 

it.  Satan even challenged God to take away all the great things 

in Job’s life.  Hurt him and he will fall; weaken him and he will 

surrender.  Satan does not attack the strong and protected.  Like 

the predatory beasts, he looks to the edges, where in the shadow 

of the herd the young, overconfident and inexperienced feel 

empowered, protected and invincible.  He looks for the hurting, 

the tired and the hopeless.  It is here he attacks, substituting lies 

for the truth just as he did first with Eve in the garden; thinking 

we can handle it, we sometimes take the bait.  Through the 

pains of disappointment and failure we lose sight of the love of 

God.  We forget the reason for our existence.  We forget who 

we are, whose we are and the promise He made to us.  But he 

never gives up on us.  He never stops loving us.  He never 

silences the loving calls and pleads of the herd, his church, to 

return to the safety of the pack.  “The Lord is not slow to fulfill 

his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 

not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 

repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).  Being attacked and bitten by a 

predator is different from being consumed by one.  “Submit 

yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 

from you.  Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you” 

(James 4:7-8) where he will “restore, confirm, strengthen, and 

establish you” (1 Peter 5:10).                                             -jeff 

    

Everyone is invited to a 
Vaping Seminar 

Sunday, May 2 following the 
PM Worship Service. 

 

 

Summer Series begins,  
Wednesday, June 2 


