
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

                
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   Serving Our Community 

  for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    5/23/21   AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Craig Robinson 

Song Leader:                                    John Combs 

Opening Prayer:     Ken Bringle Jr. 

Closing Prayer:       Clint Stacks 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

Nursery Worker: Mandy Billings 

May Food Committee Leader: Joyce Whaley 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                   John Combs 

Opening Prayer:                           Brandon Stacks                               

Closing Prayer:                   Nick Maness 

Sermon:                                 Mike Rogers 

 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (May 26) 

Song Leader:                         Nick Maness 

Opening Prayer:                Andrew Evans 

Closing Prayer:             Gordon Cartwright 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                            166          

Worship AM                                               223                                                   
                PM                                   161       

Wednesday Bible Study                  147 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

  
Jon & Allison McCain                 Brighton, TN 

Carolyn Prater    Munford, TN 
Alice Moon    Covington, TN 

Mark Newbill    Atoka, TN 

Mike Pena                  Quantico, VA 

Chasse Clark    Benton, KY 

Doris Ingram    Memphis, TN 

Kensleigh Stevens 
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Mike’s Message 
Love Your Neighbor 

Luke’s account regarding the greatest commandment seems 

to be a different occasion than Matthew’s and Mark’s. 

Matthew’s and Mark’s accounts have the lawyer asking the 

question and Jesus citing the law; Luke has Jesus asking the 

question and the lawyer citing the law. Luke is the only one 

of the synoptic gospels that has the illustration of the “Good 

Samaritan” to explain what it means to love your 

neighbor.  A lawyer “put [Jesus] to the test” and asked, 

“What shall I do to inherit eternal life” (10:25)? Now, Jesus 

must have known he was being tested, so he turned the 

question back on the lawyer and asked, “What is written in 

the Law?” You can almost hear the pride in the lawyer as 

he quickly and correctly cites the foundational principle of 

the law, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 

with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (10:27). 

Jesus responded, “you have answered correctly; do this, and 

you will live” (10:28). But the lawyer, wishing to show 

himself even more righteous, asked Jesus, “Who is my 

neighbor” (Luke 10:29)? Under the Law of Moses, a 

neighbor was anyone who was an Israelite. It would also 

include anyone who embraced the covenant of the Jews 

(Lev. 19). Yet, anyone, even if they lived nearby, who did 

not embrace God’s covenant with Israel was not considered 

a neighbor. So, this lawyer was still trying to trap Jesus, 

even with this question. To answer the lawyer’s question, 

Jesus told the parable called “The Good Samaritan” (Luke 

10:30-37). 
The parable begins, “A certain man . . ..” the Greek word 

that translates “certain” often goes untranslated. I think it 

should be translated in this case, because it better explains 

that Jesus is referring to the man that fell among thieves as 

a Jew. This makes this parable more significant to the 

Jewish lawyer who is trying to trap Jesus. With this parable, 

Jesus presents three pertinent issues regarding our love for 

our neighbor:  
First, he revealed the true meaning of “neighbor.” A true 

neighbor is not simply one who lives close by. A neighbor 

is not simply one who has previously shown kindness to 

another. A neighbor is not simply a friend or relative. A 

neighbor is not simply one with the same religious 

persuasion. A true neighbor does not distinguish by color, 

religion, political party, social status, or anything else. He 

simply sees one in need and moves to help. 
This parable also shows the heart of a neighbor – he desires 

nothing in return. It also shows what it truly means to love 

your neighbor – to give yourself.                --Mike Rogers 

 
 

                        Prayer List                               
Rusty Cartwright 

Hope Collins 

Betty Ware 

Anthony Stacks—Uncle of Clint Stacks 

Tina Robinson—Daughter of Linda Grant, recovering 

from surgery 

Tammy Lents—Daughter of Linda Grant 

Corey Bates—Friend of Susan Mason 

Cynthia Simmons—Recovering from surgery 

Mary Alexander—Recovering from surgery 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, John Evans IV, Pat 

Armstrong, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Gary Bowie, 

Clifford Birr, Marlene Brown, Lonnie Bryant, Jack Burris, 

Irene Corn, Barbara Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie 

Deen, Jason Elliott, Melvin Escue, Wesley Fowler, Steve 

Higginbotham, Ruby Hopper, Jackson Hughey, Nellene 

Kidd, Lucy Krull, Shirley Laxton,Vicky Mayfield, 

Carolyn Murray, Christine Otts, Linda Simpson, Julia 

Strange, Jimmy Weir, Delores Whaley, Joyce Whaley, 

Larry Whaley II, Lillian Whitney, Susie Wyatt 

NURSING HOME  

Covington Care: Otis Poole, Reba Arwood 

MILITARY  

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah Phillips, Thomas 

Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, 

Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley  

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the Lovett family in 

the death of former member, Frankie Lovett. She was the 

aunt of Jimmy Weir and Barbara Johnson, and sister-in-

law and aunt of Jack Burris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                        
               Calendar of Events 
MAY  EVENTS 
   * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 
     Service.   
 
 

 
 
                    
     
 

AREA EVENT 

May 23-27—Fifty-Fourth Annual Memphis School of 

Preaching Lectureship. For more information check the 

schedule on the table by the nursery; Theme: Magnify His 

Name 
MAY  YOUTH EVENTS 

 
20—Brighton High School Graduation, 7:30PM 

21—Munford High School Graduation, 7:30PM 

23 – Youth Devo. after evening services 

24—Covington High School Graduation, 7:30PM          
BIRTHDAYS   MAY  23-29 

 
23—Morgan Smith  
25—John Combs, Nick Maness, Clint Stacks 
27—Christina Evins 
28—Jeanne Slone 
29—Karla Combs, LaDonna Nance 
ANNIVERSARIES 
28—Neil & Ashley Bringle 
 
 
 
 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   MAY  23-29 

23—Job 5-8   

24—Job 9-10  

25—Job 11-14 

26—Job 15-18 
27—Job 19-21    

28—Job 22-25 

29—Job 26-28 

 

      
 
       The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only 

one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every 

athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to 

receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So I do 

not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I 

discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after 

preaching to others I myself should be disqualified” (1 

Corinthians 9:24-27).  Paul is not telling the church at 

Corinth to run solely to win, or to win at all costs.  He is 

telling the church to run like a winner.  He saying do your 

best all the time.  Too often we set goals short of the grand 

prize.  Some will say, “I am just being realistic.  Second, 

third or fourth place is still honorable and honestly it the 

best I can do.”  While top five finishes are impressive, 

honorable and garner lots of attention, Vince Lombardy 

accurately says “there is a game for second place but it is a 

game for losers.”  He goes on to say “if you can accept 

losing, you can’t win.”  In our society of everyone gets a 

trophy, these words draw gasps of incredulity and looks of 

disdain.  Paul would look at this society with disgust and 

point out, this is not about the “bling”; a trophy or a ring, 

but about eternity!  Do you want to spend it with God or do 

you want to spend it away from God?  Wait a minute, Paul! 

What about grace?  Surely you know you cannot EARN 

your salvation.  It’s good enough to just be “in the game”.  

God loves all the participants, winners and losers alike.  It’s 

true God loves all the participants (John 3:16).  It’s true we 

cannot earn our salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9), but we must 

acknowledge not everyone “on the field” will win (Matthew 

7:21), but only those who do the will of the Father.  The will 

of the Father is that we do our very best (2 Timothy 2:15, 

Ecclesiastes 9:10).  While our works cannot save us, clearly 

as Christians we cannot continue to walk in darkness and 

sin, but only in the light of God’s word (Romans 6:1-4).  In 

his speech on what it takes to be #1, Lombardy concludes 

with this thought: “I firmly believe that any man's finest 

hour -- his greatest fulfillment to all he holds dear -- is that 

moment when he has worked his heart out in a good cause 

and lies exhausted on the field of battle - victorious.”  There 

is no greater cause than the cause of Christ.  There are no 

greater warriors than soldiers of Christ – those fully 

engaged in spiritual warfare; for our battle is not against 

flesh and blood (Ephesians 6:12). Let’s stay focused on the 

“prize” and be “in it to win it”. We’re talking about eternity. 

Let’s not lose because we thought second best was good 

enough. 

“When I die, let me die in the service of the Lord – a hard 

fightin’ soldier on the battlefield!”                              -jeff 

Summer Series --Wednesday, June 2 
 

               Speaker: Dave Phillips 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                            

                                     Congratulations! 
Class of 

2021 
 


