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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    4/11/21   AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 David Keith 

Song Leader:                                    Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:     Ken Bringle Jr. 

Closing Prayer:       Grant Edmonds 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  George Watkins 

Nursery Worker: Valerie Sampson 

April Food Committee Leader: Brenda Mason 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                   Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                           Cameron Dickey                                

Closing Prayer:                   Neil Bringle 

Sermon:                                 Mike Rogers 

 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (April 14) 

Song Leader:                         Joshua Evins 

Opening Prayer:                John Combs 

Closing Prayer:             Wayne Dalrymple 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                          154          

Worship AM                                             259                                                    
                PM                                 154       

Wednesday Bible Study                 97 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
Jon & Allison McCain              Brighton, TN 

Howard family              Memphis, TN 

Doris Ingram              Memphis, TN 

Michel Harbin                           Memphis, TN 

Jackie Lewis              Drummonds, TN 

Alice Moon              Covington, TN 

Bob & Nedra Young                          Oakland, TN   

Brad Edmonds              Nashville, TN  

Chasse Clark                           Benton, KY 

Lindsey McDaniel 

Evie Cobb           
 

 

A Prayer of One Who is Growing Older 

                                              
The author of the following prayer is unknown: 

“Lord, Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking that I must say something on 

every subject and on every occasion. Release me from craving to straighten 

out everybody’s affairs. Make me thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not 

bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all but Thou 

knowest, Lord, that I want a few friends at the end. Keep my mind from the 

recital of endless details-give me wings to get to the point. Seal my lips on my 

aches and pains. They are increasing and love of rehearsing them is becoming 

sweeter as the years go by. I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales 

of others but help me to listen to them with patience. I dare not ask for 

improved memory but a growing humility and lessening cocksureness when 

my memory seems to clash with the memory of others. Teach the glorious 

lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken. Keep me reasonably sweet. I do 

not want to be a “saint”—some of them are hard to live with—but a sour old 

person is one of the crowning works of the devil. Give me the ability to see 

good things in unexpected places and talents in unexpected people. Give me 

the grace to tell them so. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

Growing old can be a frightening thing. We worry about what we will be like 

in the years ahead. We hope to be wise and gentle and kind and loving. The 

only way to be that way as an old person, though, is to strive to live that 

way every day as a young person. “Remember now your Creator in the days 

of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when 

you say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’” (Eccl. 12:1).         

                                                                                                                                                   Alan Smith                                                                                                                                                     
 via The Family Friend                   
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Mike’s Message 

The Ministry of John the Baptist 
All four gospels speak of the ministry of John the Baptist. 

(Matt. 3:1-2; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 3:2; John 1:6). 
After being raised in the wilderness, John came forth 

wearing a garment made of camel’s skin with a leather belt 

around his waist. His diet was locusts and wild honey. He 

was living the life of a pauper. Yet, when he came 

preaching, people flocked to hear him. His message was not 

a soft, permissive message. His tone was not gentle and 

understanding. His tone was harsh and demanding. His 

message was clear and condemning: “You brood of vipers, 

who warned you to flee from the wrath to come” (Luke 3:7; 

Matt. 3:7). Without fear John demanded, “Bear fruit in 

keeping with repentance” (Matt. 3:8; cf. Luke 3:8). 
One might ask why so many people came out to hear this 

hard speaking, intolerant pauper? It might be that many still 

remembered the miracles that surrounded his birth when 

Zacharias’ mouth was opened and he “began to speak in 

praise of God. Fear came upon all those who were living 

around them; and all these matters were being talked about 

in all the hill country of Judea. All who heard them kept 

them in mind, saying, ‘What then will this child turn out to 

be’” (Luke 1:64-66). Maybe Zacharias’ prophecy 

concerning John (see Luke 1:76-79) had been heard and 

spread throughout Judea. Along with these points is the 

prophecy of Isaiah that one would come “crying in the 

wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord’” (Mark 1:3, 

Matthew 3:3, Luke 3:4, and John 1:23).  
Many times, a “forerunner” would go before a king to 

announce his coming. The Jews were looking for a savior, 

a king to rescue them from Roman rule, and reestablish the 

kingdom of Israel. It is no surprise that people would flock 

to hear this man herald this coming kingdom.  
John’s message included repentance, and baptism for the 

forgiveness of their sins (Mark 1:4). It was clear and 

precise: If you want to be in the coming kingdom, you must 

repent, and be baptized to have your sins forgiven. 
Today, people get offended with preaching like John’s. 

They scream, “You are judging me.” They seem to want 

nothing but stories and sermons that make them feel good. 

But John demanded people to repent or perish. There is only 

one way into the kingdom of God. One must repent and be 

baptized to have his sins forgiven. This was true in John’s 

preaching, and it is true in the preaching of the apostles. 

Luke records the sermon on Pentecost after Jesus was raised 

from the dead, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 

for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38).  
                                                                         --Mike Rogers 
 

    
Prayer List 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                           

Delores Whaley 

Emory Jones 

Diana Jones 

LaVerne Baxter 

Shirley Laxton 

Hope Collins 

Hailey Rimmer 

Dottie Prince—Neighbor of Genie Renfroe 

Irene Corn—Grandmother of April Galaway  
Mike Griffin—Son-in-law of George & Paulette Watkins,  

home    

Jennifer Fields—Mother of Danny Fields       

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Pat Armstrong, Reba 

Arwood, Sonny Arwood, Gary Bowie, Clifford Birr, 

Marlene Brown, Richard Bryant, Jack Burris, Cindy Clark,  

Barbara Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, Jason 

Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, Wesley Fowler, Jimmy 

Gurley, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Billy Kidd, 

Nellene Kidd, Lucy Krull, Tiffany Leopard, Vicky 

Mayfield, Judy Merritt, Marjorie Murgittroyd, Heather 

Nutt, Christine Otts, Joyce Smart, Julia Strange, Kathy 

Townsend, Jimmy Weir, Andy Whaley,  Larry Whaley II, 

Lillian Whitney, Dan Winkler 

NURSING HOME  Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Leon, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie 

Newbill, Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, 

Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa 

Stacks, Jessica Whaley  

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the Short family in the 

death of Frances Short. She was the sister-in-law of Paulette 

Watkins and cousin of Pat Armstrong.  

NEW MEMBER 

We welcome Lewis Bates to our family at Covington.  

His address is 79 Oxford Drive, Atoka, TN. 38004 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   APRIL  11-17 

11—1 Kings 14-16   

12—1 Kings 17-19  

13—1 Kings 20-22 

14—11 Kings 1-3 
15—11 Kings 4-6    

16—11 Kings 7-9  

17—11 Kings 10-12 

 

 
Calendar of Events 

APRIL  EVENTS 
   * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 
     service                               
   * Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings 
     at 10:00 
   * Birthday Party at Magnolia Creek Nursing  
      Home, 2PM 
   * Graduation Banquet, Saturday, April 24 
 

Summer Series begins,  
Wednesday, June 2 

 
 
 

 

 

AREA EVENT  

Sunday April 11—Parental Guidance Seminar at Bartlett 

Woods church of Christ, Arlington, TN; For more 

information see the flyer on the table by the 

Nursery. 
BIRTHDAYS   APRIL 9-17 

 
9—Sherri Kidd 
10—Abby Smith, Caroline Watkins 
11—Elizabeth Harrell, Daniel Trimm 
12—Bonita Rogers 
13—Lorie Plemmons 
14—Claudia Glidewell, Chelsea Scott 
15—Richard Shankle 
16—Myles Benjamin 
17—George Watkins 
APRIL  YOUTH EVENTS 

 
24—Graduation Banquet 

********************************************* 
Attention High School Seniors: 

Please turn in your pictures for the banquet on 
April 24th. Submit them on a thumb drive to Jeff in 
the next few weeks. Also, write up a short bio to be 
read at the banquet. Again, the banquet will be 
Saturday, April 24th. 
********************************************* 

 
The Carpenter’s Apprentice 

You have most likely heard the claim, “If you tell someone a 

lie long enough, it will be hard for them to believe the truth 

they only hear once” or some similar phrase. Certainly the 

media has proven this point time and time again.  Nearly 

always, there is a negative connotation to the utterance of this 

phrase, just as there is when we talk about peer pressure. Rarely 

do we talk about the positive influences of peer pressure and 

truth but in a book I am reading, The Help by Kathryn Stockett, 

Aibileen Clark, the maid and care giver for the Leefolts, 

employs a different strategy.  Set in the sixties, in Jackson 

Mississippi, the fictional book points out some uncomfortable 

truths about some lifestyles in our history. Caught up in social 

expectations of the time, Elizabeth Leefolt, a stay-at-home 

mom, largely ignores her baby girl leaving her in the care of 

Aibileen, her hired help.  Aibileen decides to tell little Mae 

Mobley, the Leefolt’s daughter every day, multiple times a day, 

“You is kind, you is smart, you is important.”  Some of Baby 

Girl’s first words are, “I is kind, I is smart, I is important.”  This 

is clearly Aibileen’s effort to build and maintain little Mae 

Mobley’s confidence and self-esteem preparing her for a world 

that may not be so nice.  I see kids every day, on my bus, in 

front of the school and at church and I cannot help but wonder 

how many ever hear, “You are kind, you are smart, you are 

important.”  To be sure, it takes more than just saying it, we 

have to mean it too.  Empty compliments are picked up quickly 

by children.  We need to remind and tell our children every day 

they are kind, because they were created in the image of God 

(Genesis 1:26) and he is kind (Psalm 117:2; 63:3). We must tell 

them they are smart.  This does not mean they won’t do dumb 

things.  The beginning of knowledge is fear of the Lord 

(Proverbs 1:7) and we must teach them and speak of Him often 

(Deuteronomy 6:5-9).  They will hear believing in God is 

foolish (1 Corinthians 1:18) but we know it is not and must be 

prepared to combat this untruth by bringing our children up “in 

the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). We 

must remind them always, they are important; important 

enough that God sent his only Son so they might be saved.  We 

must let them know over and over of their value in our lives, 

and in the kingdom.  As we tell them we must also show 

them.  We show them the kindness God instilled in us all by 

being kind – to everyone, regardless of their exterior 

image.  We continue in our own studies to learn more of God 

and His will, demonstrating His importance in our lives.  We 

illustrate their importance by stopping long enough to listen 

and love.  “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down 

his life for his friends” (John 15:13). How much more should 

we show our own children?                                        

                                                                                          -jeff 

 
 


