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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    3/28/21   AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Brad Evins 

Song Leader:                                    Neil Bringle 

Opening Prayer:     Phillip Scrip 

Closing Prayer:       Cameron Dickey 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Gary Anderson 

Nursery Worker: Christie Coughlan 

March Food Committee Leader: Bonita Rogers 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                 Neil Bringle 

Opening Prayer:                         George Watkins                                

Closing Prayer:   Jimmy McMahan 

Sermon:                               Jeff Phillips 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (March 31) 

Song Leader:                         Jedidiah Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                Gordon Cartwright 

Closing Prayer:             Andrew Evans 

Speaker:          Jeff Phillips 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                          162          

Worship AM                                             220                                                    
                PM                                 158       

Wednesday Bible Study                164 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
Kozy Hubbard                 Henderson, TN 

McCain family                 Brighton, TN 

Lewis Bates                   Atoka, TN 

Mark Newbill                 Atoka, TN 

Carolyn Prater                 Munford, TN 

Frank & Martha Brown                Houston, TX 
 

 

 

 

   

Family Matters 

There’s a story about a mother who confronts her child’s gym teacher 

one afternoon to talk to him about her son’s health problems. She says, 

“My son is in your gym class every single day. For 5 days a week, an 

hour a day, he is participating in physical activity to get him into shape 

and yet he is still overweight. How can this be?” The gym teacher then 

asks the mother, “Well, what does he do outside of school? Is he a part 

of any of our sports programs? Do you go to the park as a family and 

walk? Does he have anything at home to keep him active?” “Well, he’s 

a busy boy,” says the mother.  “We allow him to be responsible for his 

own growth. Yeah, he sits in his room for the rest of the night after 

school and eats all our snacks but still, he takes your class for a reason.” 

We find it so easy to see the fault in this story, but how easy is it also to 

fall blind to the fact that we are tempted to do this very same thing to 

our child’s Christian foundation and growth in the home? We can spend 

hours discussing hypothetical numbers between time spent at home 

versus time spent in church but it all comes down to the same point. 

Biblical knowledge and spiritual growth are only successful when it is 

reinforced in the home where a vast majority of time is spent.     By not 

sitting down and studying as a family, instilling biblical principles in the 

home, or pointing out God and the teachings of Jesus in our everyday 

lives, we are relying on our kids to do the near-impossible; learn, 

understand, remember, and apply the entirety of God’s Word in very 

limited circumstances. I think of Paul who chose Timothy because he 

saw a spiritual maturity and faith that was instilled in him by his family. 

Studying as a family doesn’t have to take a lot of preparation, just begin 

by reading together. Pray at family meals. Attend church together and 

discuss class and worship on the way home. Read the Bible together 

every night. Ask the questions and search for the answers. Know what 

your kids are learning and share what you are. Show excitement and 

importance and it will be repeated. Show apathy and neglect and it will 

be repeated. Allow our Almighty God to work in your home and in your 

family. “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth” (1 Cor. 

3:6).                                                     Lucas Dial          via The Encourager 
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Mike’s Message 
The Compassion of God 

Deut. 4:25-31 
Moses told Israel to listen and obey the statutes and 

judgements from God (Deut. 4:1-4). They were warned to 

“give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently” that 

you do not forget what you have seen and heard from God. 

They were to teach all those things to their children and 

grandchildren so the next generation would not forget who 

God is and what He had done for them (Deut. 4:9-14). They 

were to remember that there is only one true God and they 

were not to worship any other gods (Deut. 4:15-24).  
But God knew they would worship foreign gods; and He 

would have to punish them for their disobedience (Deut. 

4:25-28). But He also knew that when things got bad, they 

would remember the one true God. So, Moses relays God’s 

message, “from there you will seek the Lord your God, and 

you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart 

and all your soul. When you are in distress and all these 

things have come upon you, in the latter days you will return 

to the Lord your God and listen to His voice” (4:29-30). God 

would hear them and deliver them because He “is a 

compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you 

nor forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore 

to them” (Deut. 4:31). “Israel served the Lord all the days 

of Joshua and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, 

and had known all the deeds of the Lord which He had done 

for Israel” (Josh. 24:31). But after that they did not destroy 

all of the inhabitants of the Land as God had commanded 

(see Judges 1-2:2), and they intermarried and took on the 

worship of the foreign gods just as God had said they would 

(Judges 2:11-13). But we learn that when the children of 

Israel realized that the hand of the Lord was against them 

because of their wickedness, they cried out to Him and He 

raised up judges to deliver them (see the book of Judges).  
In this we see a number of lessons. First, we see that God 

never leaves His people without proper instructions. He 

always tells us what He desires from us. It is basically the 

same thing for us as it was for Israel. We are to love Him 

with all of our hearts (Deut. 10:12; Matt. 22:37). We are to 

seek His righteousness first (Deut. 4:40; Matt. 6:33).  
Second, we see God will let people choose to follow Him or 

not (Deut. 4:25-28). God will also let us make that choice 

(John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:9).  
Third, God shows His compassion. Seven times in Judges 

we learn that God heard the cry of Israel and raised up a 

judge to deliver His people. Likewise, when were without 

hope (Eph. 2:11), God raised up His Son to deliver us.  
                                                                          --Mike Rogers   
 

         
Prayer List 

Delores Whaley—Surgery, March 29 

Andy Whaley 

Shirley Laxton 

Hailey Rimmer 

LaVerne Baxter           
Vicky Mayfield 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Pat Armstrong, Reba 

Arwood, Sonny Arwood, Gary Bowie, Clifford Birr, 

Marlene Brown, Richard Bryant, Jack Burris, Cindy Clark,  

Barbara Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, Jason 

Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, Wesley Fowler, Jimmy 

Gurley, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Billy Kidd, 

Nellene Kidd, Lucy Krull, Tiffany Leopard, Judy Merritt, 

Marjorie Murgittroyd, Heather Nutt, Christine Otts, Joyce 

Smart, Julia Strange, Kathy Townsend, Larry Whaley II, 

Lillian Whitney, Dan Winkler 

NURSING HOME  Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Leon, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie 

Newbill, Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, 

Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa 

Stacks, Jessica Whaley  
SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the Price family in the 

death of their loved one, Valerie Price; and to Rusty 

Cartwright & family in the death of his mother, Val 

Cartwright. 

NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome Michael & Susie Wyatt to our family at 

Covington. Their address is 2 Mallard Cove, Covington, 

TN. 38019: Ph. 615-440-7772. 

*********************************************** 

Attention High School Seniors: 

Please turn in your pictures for the banquet on April 

24th. Submit them on a thumb drive to Jeff in the 

next few weeks. Also, write up a short bio to be read 

at the banquet. Again, the banquet will be Saturday, 

April 24th. 

********************************************* 
BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   MARCH 28-APRIL 3 

28—1 Sam. 27-29   

29—1 Sam. 30-11 Sam. 1  

30—11 Sam. 2-4 

31—11 Sam. 5-7  
1—11 Sam. 8-10    

2—11 Sam. 11-13  

3—11 Sam. 14-16  

 
Calendar of Events 

MARCH  EVENTS 

  * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 

     service                               

  * Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings at 10:00 

**************************************** 

 
CIA (5th grade & under) Easter Egg Hunt, 
Sunday, March 28 following the AM Worship 
Service. Pizza will be provided. Please bring 
side dishes, desserts and 12 pre-filled plastic 
eggs, and your baskets. 

**************************************** 

The West Tennessee Children’s Home Food 
Truck will be here, Tuesday, March 30. A list 
of needed items is on the table by the 
Nursery.  

**************************************** 

“At Home” 

Lads 2 Leaders Convention 

Saturday, April 3, 2021 @2:00 

**************************************** 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, JUNE 6-9 
 

BIRTHDAYS   MARCH 28-APRIL 3 

 

28—Chase Kidd 

29—Krista Broughton 

30—Zoe Mizell 

31—Linda Kimbrough, Paul Sampson  

3—Chloe Kramer 

ANNIVERSARIES 

29—James & Kristen Dietel 

MARCH  YOUTH EVENTS 

 

26-27—LOCK-IN 

 

 

The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
 Last Saturday Jedidiah and I took our dogs to Bruce, MS to 

run what I thought might be our last hunt test together for a 

while.  As I watched Jedidiah and Duke expertly run 

through the test a lot of memories came to mind.  It was a 

great day witnessing the two of them work through the test 

together, each feeding off the other.  Duke is Jedidiah’s 

second dog.  His first, Jedidiah’s Dark Stormy Knight 

(Stormy), was lost too soon in a tragic accident shortly after 

they got their first title. Not long after that horrible night, 

we had the opportunity to purchase Duke.  Jedidiah had pick 

of the litter and it didn’t take him long to choose the biggest 

rollie pollie, black fur ball in the bunch.  They got along 

great, spending many hours together through the puppy 

stage.  Jedidiah did a great job with basic obedience and I 

helped him with his force fetch training.  As training 

progressed, I began to notice Jedidiah pulling away from 

Duke a bit.  It seemed training was forced and no longer 

fun.  One day we were training in the big field in front of 

Austin Peay Elementary School.  The session wasn’t going 

well for the two of them and I felt it was mostly Jedidiah’s 

fault.  So I just asked him, probably not nicely, “Son, do you 

even want the dog?”  I know I was in the midst of more 

comments about the dog’s potential and how much he cost 

and … then I saw him not moving, just standing with his 

back to me and I knew he was crying.  I felt so stupid.  As I 

walked over and just hugged him, he sobbed, “Dad, he not 

Stormy.”  It was the first mention of Stormy since the night 

he died.  We stood in the field and cried together for some 

time as Duke came and stood by his man and waited 

patiently and quietly.  I told Jedidiah, “No son, he is not 

Stormy.  He is Duke.  He may never be as good and he may 

be better, but he will be neither if we keep treating him as 

something he is clearly not.  We have to let Stormy go and 

let Duke be Duke.” 
     As I watched them run Saturday, I recalled the scene as 

though it were yesterday.  Maybe the words didn’t come out 

exactly like I’ve written, but the thought I was trying to 

convey is spot on.  When we left the field that day, Jedidiah 

and Duke started to become the team they were meant to 

be.  Interestingly, Stormy remains a part of their story and 

their success is no dishonor to his memory.  Their success 

began by letting go of the past and moving forward.   
     Holding on to the past in our lives often prevents us from 

achieving what we were intended to achieve.  Whether it is 

a loved one, a career or even past mistakes or sins: Jesus 

said, “I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly” (John 10:10), and we cannot - until we accept 

forgiveness and move on.                                            -jeff 
 



 


