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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    2/21/21   AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Craig Robinson 

Song Leader:                                    Jerry Blevins 

Opening Prayer:     David Garner 

Closing Prayer:       Clint Stacks 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

Nursery Worker: Teri Robinson 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                 Jerry Blevins 

Opening Prayer:                         Brandon Stacks  

Closing Prayer:                                Nick Maness 

Sermon:                               Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (February 24) 

Song Leader:                         Aaron Speight 

Opening Prayer:                Andrew Evans 

Closing Prayer:             Gordon Cartwright 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                          122          

Worship AM                                             139                                                    
                PM                                   61          

Wednesday Bible Study                 98 

 

MEMORIALS FOR JANUARY 

Donations to Covington church of Christ have been given in 

memory of Al Chaney, Lois Benjamin, Doug Jones, Jim 

Edmonds and Faye Edmonds. 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
Michael & Susie Wyatt                 Covington, TN 

William Glass     Covington, TN 

Karly Ogg       Covington, TN 

McCain family     Brighton, TN 

Michael, Jill, & Lewis Bates  Atoka, TN 

Mark Newbill                  Atoka, TN 

Doug Sliger 

Hailee Ballard 

 
  

        Marry Well  

(Listen Up Young People, This One’s for You) 

Young people, the consequences of the many decisions you make during 

your teen-age years will follow you throughout life. There is nothing wrong 

with having a good time and enjoying yourselves, but be careful not to take 

lightly those things of a serious nature. Relationships with friends, the 

opposite sex, and especially with God are of the utmost importance. As well 

as making decisions that will ultimately bring you more happiness in this life. 

When dating, don’t settle for someone who is not a Christian. The standards 

you set for yourself are much easier to keep when the person you are dating 

has the same morals and goals. You will never regret keeping your virginity 

until marriage. 

And when the time comes for marriage, be careful to marry into a good 

family. Don’t make the mistake of thinking you are not marrying the family, 

because you do become part of your mate’s family. Learn to love them and 

build a special relationship with them. 

Build a solid Christian home. Marry for life and bring your children up in the 

nurture and admonition of the Lord. Give them the stability of two loving 

and devoted Christian parents. 

Sound easy? It’s not. God never promised it would be. But He did promise 

the rewards – both now and hereafter – will be worth the effort. 

Consider some tragedies that can be avoided by putting Christ first in your 

life and by making decisions based upon His word: out-of-wedlock 

pregnancy, sexually-transmitted diseases, home torn apart by divorce, 

children raised in a one-parent home. Sort of puts things into perspective, 

doesn’t it? Those little everyday decisions may not be so little, after all. 

Begin now to make responsible decisions. Put Christ on the throne in your 

heart and keep Him there, live for Him now, and live with Him eternally. 
   via Bulletin Digest                                                                                                   Dale Grissom 

                                                                                                               Dexter church of Christ    Dexter, MO 
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Mike’s Message 

Challenges to a Faithful Church 
The church in Colossae was addressed as a faithful church 

(1:2). Yet, the church faced many challenges from people 

who were deceiving them with “persuasive argument[s]” 

(2:4). They were arguing for “philosophies and empty 

deceptions according to the traditions of men” (2:8). They 

were judging them in regard to what they should eat and 

drink, and the holidays they should keep (2:16). Even some 

who were bragging about their humility and supporting 

angel worship, even arguing for inflated visions were 

deceiving them with these persuasive arguments (2:18).  
Paul stresses to his readers that these human philosophies 

are void of truth and full of tradition. They have the 

“appearance of wisdom in self-made religions . . .,” yet, they 

deceive and they cannot provide what they promise; and 

they can even rob one of his salvation. He argues that they 

follow a worldly priority and put their faith in “elementary 

principles” (vv. 8, 20) rather than in Christ.  
As a matter of fact, he declares that Christ “canceled out the 

certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which 

was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way having 

nailed it to the cross” (2:14). His point is that these traditions 

are no longer in force and neither is the sin of violating 

them. With His death, Christ replaced the old Law with a 

better law. He shows this declaring that these are only a 

shadowy copy of God’s true blessings; Christ is the 

“substance” i.e., real thing (v. 17). Therefore, Paul pleads 

with his readers, “Let no one keep defrauding you of your 

prize” (v. 18).   
With regard to tradition (2:11-17), Paul deals specifically 

with the Hebrew doctrine of circumcision, arguing that true 

circumcision occurred when they were buried with Christ in 

baptism (vv. 11-12). He also mentions the food, drink and 

holidays regarding the Hebrew tradition (vv. 16-17). He 

argues that these are no longer in force.  
Paul also specifically discusses those promoting themselves 

bragging about their humility, the worship of angels, and 

inflated visions (vv. 18-19). 
Paul acknowledges that extreme devotion to any of these 

elementary principles may sound good, and have “the 

appearance of wisdom,” but to be certain, it is a “self-made 

religion.” Devotion to Christ does not include “self-

abasement and severe treatment of the body” and they have 

“no value against fleshly indulgence” (v. 23).  
We face many similar challenges today. But the true answer 

is the same for us as it was for this faithful church: In Christ 

we are “made complete” (2:10). There is no hope for glory 

except in Christ (1:27).             --Mike Rogers 

 
                  Prayer List 
Stephanie Teems—Home from the hospital 

LaVerne Baxter—Recovering from surgery 

Shelley Dickey 

Kylee Womack—Recovering from surgery 

Grayson Womack—Recovering from surgery 

Greg Nutt—Son of Dianne Nutt, health problems 

Heather Nutt—Daughter-in-law of Dianne Nutt, surgery  

Judy Merritt—Mother of Ashley Bringle, health problems 

Billy Kidd—Health problems 

Jimmy Gurley—Dad of Courtney Watkins, Regional One, 

recovering from surgery following a car accident 

Christine Otts—Mother of Alan Otts, health problems 

Marjorie Murgittroyd—Aunt of Leslie Howard, health 

problems 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Steve & Tammy 

Cook in the loss of their loved ones, 10 year old drowning 

victim’s family and his sister in critical condition. Also 

remember  Pat Armstrong, Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, 

Gary Bowie, Clifford Birr, Tracy Bridges, Frank & 

Marlene  Brown, Richard Bryant, Jack Burris, Cindy 

Clark, Barbara Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, 

Shelley Dickey, Jason Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, 

Wesley Fowler, Bonnie Glass, Catherine Glenn, Janie 

Graves, Kris Hiatt, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson Hughes, 

Nellene Kidd, Lucy Krull, Zachary Lawrence, Shirley 

Laxton, Vicky Mayfield, Bill & Melinda Muntz, Howard 

& Cade Mosley, Carolyn Perkins, Charles Richardson, 

Tucker Roach, Beverly Russell, Danny Russell, Tonya 

Stanley, Kathy Townsend, Joyce Whaley, Larry Whaley 

II, Lillian Whitney, Dan Winkler 

NURSING HOME   

Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY   

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jackson 

Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, 

Jessica Whaley  

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   FEBRUARY  21-27 
21—  Deut. 2-4   
22—  Deut. 5-7  
23—  Deut. 8-10 
24—  Deut. 11-13    
25—  Deut. 14-16    
26—  Deut. 17-19  
27 — Deut. 20-22  

 
Calendar of Events 

 FEBRUARY  EVENTS 

  * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 

     service                               

  * Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings at 10:00 

*********************************************** 

Mark Your Calendars 

Gospel Meeting at Covington 

Friday, March 5th-Sunday March 7th 

Speaker: Robby Eversole 
*************************************** 

Sign-up sheets for the Spring Quarter Adult Bible 

Classes are on the table by the Nursery. 

Bible Class Schedule for the Spring Quarter     

  Sunday Morning   

 (College Class)  

                 After God’s Pattern  Classroom 1 

Teacher: John Evans 

                                  (Young Adults) 

Raising Faithful Kids in a Face Paced World     

Classroom 2 

                         Teacher:   John Combs  

                          Ephesians   Classroom 3 

 Teacher: Gary Anderson 

      Gospel of John   Auditorium 

Teacher: Jerry Gatlin 

Wednesday Night 

       Romans   Auditorium 

 Teacher: Mike Rogers 

Contemporary Issues   Classroom 2 

      Teacher: Wayne Dalrymple 

BIRTHDAYS   FEBRUARY  21-27 

 
22—Heath Billings, Nick Tankersley 

23—Stormy Broughton 

24—Addison Galaway 

25—Judy Dunaway, Carolyn Murray, Sydney Trimm 

27—John Evans 

28—Lance Brauer, Kim Clay, Trey Justice  

FEBRUARY  YOUTH EVENTS 

21—Sack Lunch Sunday Night 

27—Let’s go out to eat, Casey Jones Village, Jackson, TN 

Bible Bowl Challenge, Sunday, February 28th @12:30. 

It will cover Hebrews 10-13. 

 
The Carpenter’s Apprentice 

The Psalmist David spoke volumes when he said, “I praise 

you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 

139:14).  Not only are we fearfully and wonderfully made, 

we are made different.  The process of our getting here is 

essentially the same, yet the product is necessarily different.  

Some of us come out darker than others, some taller and 

some shorter.  These are just physical characteristics, when 

we look at our emotional differences, our preferences and 

our spirituality, the differences are even greater.  It is not 

breaking news to find out we are all different, but even with 

these differences, we are called to unity.  “Finally, all of 

you, have unity of mind …” (1 Peter 3:8).  With all of our 

differences, how can unity be possible?  Paul highlights our 

differences in 1 Corinthians 12, comparing each one of us 

to different parts of the body, thereby illustrating the 

necessity of our differences and giving us a clue to 

maintaining unity.  John Simpson once asked, “What is 

wrong if you turn on your headlights and they cast a 

shadow, or if you honk your horn and it sucks instead of 

blows?”  The answer is simple – you have your battery 

hooked up backwards.  The problem with unity is very 

similar; we are looking at unity backwards.  Often we see 

differences as weakness instead of strength - even in 

ourselves (although most don’t really like to focus on how 

we are different).  Unity is not everyone doing the exact 

same thing.  Yet we expect others to be at our spiritual level, 

with no tolerance for differences.  This lack of compassion 

and understanding is in direct conflict with Paul’s words to 

the Romans in 15:1.  We have an obligation to bear with the 

failings of the weak (ESV).  Do not misunderstand, “there 

is one body and one Spirit--just as you were called to the 

one hope that belongs to your call--one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all” (Ephesians 4:4-6).  The issue here is 

not the oneness of God, but the failure to recognize His 

presence in our lives; “over all and through all and in all.”  

From the beginning we were made in His image (Genesis 

1:26).  We need to dig deep and find the compassion He 

placed within us, using the diversity He gave us to spread 

the word of His kingdom rather than allow fear and jealousy 

to destroy us from within.                            - jeff 

 


