
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                                                     

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Serving Our Community 

  for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple  901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin            901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley         901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

           covingtoncofc@gmail.com                     

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    12/5/21 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                  Craig Robinson 

Song Leader:                                     Wayne Dalrymple 

Opening Prayer:      George Watkins 

Closing Prayer:        John Combs 

Sermon:                   Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

Nursery Worker:  Jacque Trimm 

 

   PM Worship Service                

Song Leader:                  Wayne Dalrymple 

Opening Prayer:                          Grant Edmonds  

Closing Prayer:                                 Alan Otts 

Sermon:                                Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (December 8) 

Song Leader                                       Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                           Robert Charnock 

Closing Prayer:                        Landon Bringle 

Speaker:                     Brandon Stacks 

 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                            158          

Worship AM                                              217                                                 
                PM                                  149       

Wednesday Bible Study                  127 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Caleb Henry                                    Covington,TN 

Jon & Anna Hunley         Ripley, TN 

Doris & T.O. Cragwall                           Lebanon, TN 

Gracie Crum           Michie, TN 

Rosalee Knight 

Myrna Daniel 

Becky Robinson 

Clifton Carter 
                                    

 

 

 

 

Understanding Others 

“Make sure you see what you are looking at.” This was a recommendation 

handed out to all drivers at Federal Express one morning. The new safety division 

had decided that this bit of advice would help us avoid an accident. The common 

thought among all the drivers, though, was that we were paying somebody a lot 

of money for coming up with silly slogans. Yet I couldn’t get this thought out of 

my mind that day. And for the next few days, I realized how many times I didn’t 

see something that was right in front of my nose. How could I have missed it? I 

could have had an accident and would have wondered how it could have hap-

pened. It was because I did not see what I was looking at. I wonder how many 

times this happens with our relationships. Is it possible that most of our conflicts 

happen when we fail to “see” where the other person is coming from? Can prob-

lems be caused by our failure to “see” things from the other person’s point of 

view? Could it be that many times we refuse someone else’s interpretation of 

things? A major ingredient in all healthy relationships is understanding. Being 

willing to “see” things from the other person’s point of view. Paul says it this 

way: “Therefore, as God ’s chosen people…clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive 

whatever grievances you may have against one another” (Colossians 3:12-13). 

Relationships are too important to our well-being to risk losing any of them. And 

the way to build and maintain them is to be willing to see the things you are look-

ing at, maybe from another person’s point of view. Just as understanding God 

will build your relationship with Him, understanding those around you will do the 

same for those relationships.                                                                    Doug Allen                                                                    

    BulletinDigest.com                                                                                                                       via Lifelines                                                              

                                                                                                                                       Roseville (MI) Church of Christ 

                                                                                                                                             Bulletin Digest (April 2003)                                                                                                             
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 Mike’s Message    

The Story of the Birth of Jesus 
The familiar story most often told in plays, movies, chil-

dren's books, and displayed in nativity scenes goes some-

thing like this: The setting is a little over 2000 years ago on 

the evening of December 25. Mary rides into Bethlehem on 

a donkey, undergoing labor pains. Although it is an emer-

gency, the innkeepers turn them away. So, they are forced 

to bed down in a stable with animals. Shortly, the baby Jesus 

is born and laid in a feeding trough. Then angels sing to the 

shepherds. Afterwards, they all join three wise men in wor-

shipping the newborn king. Most people, even believers in 

Jesus see this as a true story. But I wonder how much of this 

story is actually true? 
Did Mary actually ride into Bethlehem on a donkey? Per-

haps she did, but the Bible does not say that specifically. 

We are only told that Joseph went up to Bethlehem “along 

with Mary” (Luke 2:4-5).  
A second assumption the familiar story makes is that Mary 

arrived in Bethlehem in labor and gave birth to Jesus that 

very night.  The Bible does not say this either. They could 

have arrived days or possibly even weeks earlier. Luke 

simply records, “while they were there, the time came for 

her to give birth” (Luke 2:6).  There is no reference to how 

long they had been in Bethlehem before she gave birth.  
A third question I have is, “Was Jesus really born in a make-

shift stable as is often portrayed in movies, pictures, and na-

tivity scenes?” The answer is that the Bible does not say this 

either, at least explicitly. What we are told is, “she gave 

birth . . . and laid Him in a manger because there was no 

room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). The word “manger” 

is likely best described as a feeding trough. This probably 

implies some sort of facility for animals, yet many scholars 

argue it was a cave, and not a wooden structure at all. A 

cave is what you will be shown in Bethlehem today as the 

birthplace of Jesus. 
Another false depiction in the familiar story is that three 

wise men came at the birth of Jesus. First, it must be noted 

that shepherds came from the same region and saw the baby 

Jesus lying in the manger (Luke 2:8-17). The wise men did 

not come for some time later and visited Jesus in a “house” 

(Matt. 2:11). Furthermore, we are not told how many wise 

men or shepherds there were. 
A final misnomer is that Jesus was born on December 25. 

The Bible has no reference to the birthdate of Jesus; and it 

is highly unlikely He was born in December. Join us Sunday 

as we present proofs for our claims, and explain why De-

cember 25th is the date chosen for this celebration.  
                                                                      -Mike Rogers 

  

 
                      Prayer List    

Lesa Hall—Recovering from surgery 

Carole Nance—Baptist East 

Susie Wyatt 

Levada Gilon—Friend of Genie Renfroe, health problems 

Charlotte McAllister—Friend of Genie Renfroe 

Gary Bowie—Home, recovering from surgery 

Sam Moore—Dad of Rick Moore 

Graham Allen—Brother of Beverly Russell 

Andrew Martin—Dad of Cammy Evans  

Willie Fry—Sister of Josephine Draine 

Cody Rogers—Cousin of Zach Glidewell, Regional One 

Herbert “Cornell” Coats—Hospital, Knoxville, TN 

Our country, Our Missionaries, Pat Armstrong, Sonny Ar-

wood, Rosie Barnes, LaVerne Baxter, Clifford Birr, Mar-

lene Brown, Lonnie Bryant, Jack Burris, Hope Collins, 

Bobbie Cooper, Barbara Coulston, Donnie Coulston, Ken-

neth Coulston, Lawrence Coulston, Steven Creel, Bobbie 

Deen, Jason Elliott, Lillian Evans, Susan Finney, Todd 

Hadley, Jeff Hanks, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson 

Hughey, Kendy Irwin, Billy Kidd, Nellene Kidd, Lucy 

Krull, Vicky Mayfield,  Jim Nance, Christine Otts, Bran-

don Scott, Roy Sharp, Hattie Shell, Anthony Stacks, Sue 

Stidham, Willie Taylor, Steve Walk, Larry Whaley II, 

Betty White, Lillian Whitney, Cliff Whittington            
NURSING  HOME  Cov.Care: Shirley Laxton, Otis Poole 

MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Danny Fields, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Fendley, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, 

Richie Newbill, Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah 

Phillips, Thomas Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob 

Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Brenda Mason & fam-

ily in the death of her sister-in-law, Tene Henson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
AREA EVENT   Friday, December 3—Freed-Hardeman 
University Benefit Dinner, Speaker: Jeff Foxworthy 
 

                 
               Calendar of Events 
  DECEMBER  EVENTS 
 * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 
    Service 
 * Ladies Dinner & Movie Night, Friday, December 3 
  *Ladies Bible Study Group will meet at the  
    building, Monday, December 6th, 6:30PM.  
*  7, 14, 21, 28—Ladies Bible Class, 10AM 

*********************************************                                     

 
*Ladies Christmas Party Sock Exchange, Sunday,  
  December 5 following the PM Worship Service at the  
  home of Laura Craft.  
********************************************* 
*Senior Saints Banquet, Tuesday December 7, 6PM 

*********************************************** 
DECEMBER YOUTH EVENTS 
3—Movie Night, 6:00-10:00 
7—Senior Saints Banquet, 6:00 
12—Come and Go Holiday Celebration, 1:00-4:30 at Phillips’ 
Home 
12—Christmas Party for C.I.A. (Birth-5th Grade), after PM 
Worship Service at the building. Pizza will be provided. 
Please bring side dishes and desserts. Also everyone should 
bring a $5.00 gender neutral gift for a game we will be 
playing. Please let Ken Jr. know if you plan to come.  
12—CYG Christmas Party after PM Worship Service at Phil-
lips’ home 
15—Deadline to register for Evangelism University 

***********************************************  
BIRTHDAYS   DECEMBER  5-11 

5—Braden Dickey 

6—Chloe Glidewell 

7—Ginger Sallee, Randy Creel   

8—Helen Kennedy 

9—Robert Trimm, Jacob Parson 

11—Danny Fields 

ANNIVERSARIES 

5—James & Elaine Watkins, Wendell & Lesa Hall, 

      Michael & Leslie Howard 

6—Michael & Susie Wyatt 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE    DECEMBER 5-11 
5—Ephesians 1-3                      

6—Eph. 4-6     

7—Philippians 1-4 

8—Colossians 1-4 

9—1 Thessalonians 1-4 

10—1 Thes. 5-11-11 Thes. 2 
11—11 Thes. 3-1 Tim. 3                

 

        The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
  I was sitting at the red light when the blue heron sailed 

over the highway in front of me.  The “dinosaur bird” as 

some call it because of its similarities to the pterodactyls we 

see in books, the Great Blue Heron is the largest of the heron 

species in North America.  Standing a little over 4 feet tall 

with a wingspan of 6 feet or more, this predator cuts an im-

posing figure as it slices through the air.  Before the light 

turned green, I watched it sail towards a shallow marsh area 

where he would stand as still as a statue waiting for some-

thing from its vast and complex diet to venture into the 

lightning-fast stabbing range of his long bill.  A honk got 

me moving again and I wondered how many of the com-

muters around me saw this majestic bird and if they were as 

captivated by its presence in our busy lives as I. 

     I see birds.  Growing up we used to count the Red-tailed 

hawks on fence posts and telephone poles on Interstate 55 

between West Memphis and Blytheville on the way to 

Grandma and Grandpa’s house.  Maybe I have been condi-

tioned to see what others miss; but then maybe we all see 

what we look for.  Beau spots a cool truck a hundred yards 

off the road behind a shed and Austin sees a deer on the edge 

of a field a half mile away while driving 55 mph - and can 

tell you if it was a buck or doe!  Maybe we see the cool 

things we want to see and filter the rest.   

     What did Jesus see?  In Luke 5:37 he saw Matthew, a tax 

collector, unnoticed by others and likely avoided by 

many.  Jesus called him.  In John 5, Jesus saw a man lying 

by a pool who’d been sick for 38 years.  Jesus healed 

him.  He noticed a man blind from birth in John 9 and healed 

him too.  I know Jesus had abilities we don’t have but he 

has blessed us and entrusted us with His word and the 

spreading of it.  He has equipped us with the power to affect 

change in the lives of those around us – if we notice 

them.  Jesus saw people in need because He came “to seek 

and save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  Further, he came not to 

condemn but to save (John 3:17) indicating not just what he 

chose to see, but how he chose to see it.  He was not hard-

ened by the choices and circumstances of men, but looked 

beyond - to what could be if the lost would accept His of-

fer.  Matthew had to get up and follow.  The lame man had 

to try to stand and the blind man had to find his way to the 

pool of Siloam.   

     Maybe I need to spend more time looking for those in 

need than “the birds of the air” who neither sow nor reap 

and yet God feeds them.  Aren’t human souls way more im-

portant?                                                                      
                                                                                                 -jeff 

  

Winter Quarter Bible Classes Sunday Morning 

Gospel of John (Auditorium) 

Teacher: Bill Murray 

New Converts  (Classroom 2) 

   Teacher: Wayne Dalrymple 

Philippians (Classroom 3) 

Teacher: David Keith 

 Men’s Leadership Training [Selected Men] (Classroom 

1)                        Teacher: Mike Rogers 

   

 

 

 
 


