
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                                                     

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Serving Our Community 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple  901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin            901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley         901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

           covingtoncofc@gmail.com                     

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    12/19/21 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                  Craig Robinson 

Song Leader:                                     Ken Bringle Jr. 

Opening Prayer:      Jeff Phillips 

Closing Prayer:        Jedidiah Phillips 

Sermon:                   Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

Nursery Worker:  Teri Robinson 

 

   PM Worship Service                

Song Leader:                 Ken Bringle Jr. 

Opening Prayer:                         Beau Phillips  

Closing Prayer:                                Austin Phillips 

Sermon:                                Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (December 22) 

Song Leader                                       Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                           David Keith 

Closing Prayer:                        Eason Robinson 

Speaker:                     Neil Bringle 

 

MEMORIALS FOR NOVEMBER 

Donations to Covington church of Christ have been given 

in memory of Barbara Ann Battles, and Jim Edmonds. 

 

HONORARIUM FOR NOVEMBER 

A donation was given in honor of Evan & Michelle Nowak. 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                          183   

Worship AM                                              221                                                 
                PM                                  154       

Wednesday Bible Study                  149 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Charles Brown                                    Covington, TN 

Hunley family               Ripley, TN 

Pam Tankersley                      Fairfield Bay, AR 

Andrew Tankersley                                Fairfield Bay, AR 

 

 

 

 

Confidence In The Future 

If you pay attention to the news, our economic turmoil, wars, violence, terrorism and 

even sickness and disease dominate the headlines. We have much more to look for-

ward to than what we find in the world. 

John 3:16 – “God so loved, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

should believe in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Matthew 10:32 – “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in Heaven, but whoever denies me before men, 

I also will deny before my Father who is in Heaven.” 

Jesus came into the world to save those that are lost. His teachings are simple and 

not hard to understand. He does not teach that life is easy, but that accepting and 

obeying the teachings found in the Bible will help and comfort you through this life 

to an eternity where all things will be well. 

Psalms 46:1 – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

Matthew 11:28 – “Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest.” 

Romans 8:28 – “And we know that for those who love God all things will work to-

gether for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.” 

Do we follow the teachings found in the Bible by reading, attending worship, or 

studying the Bible with others in the community? Is prayer an important part of your 

daily life? 

These are the things that should be most important. 

Matthew 7:7 – “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it 

will be opened to you.” 

Matthew 6:33 – “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you.” 

Let’s make following the teachings of Jesus the most important thing in our life. We 

all sin and fall short of God’s expectations, but it is through the forgiveness we find 

in Jesus that we can be made whole. 

Acts 2:38 – “Repent and be baptized every one of you for the forgiveness of your 

sins.” 

John 14:6 – “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me.’ ” 

Just these few basics can remind us that the future holds something better for us. 

Don’t let the world drag you down, but be lifted up by the confidence we have in the 

future. 
via Estes Echo                                                                                                                         Rex Phillips 
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 Mike’s Message    

Jesus Teaches on Family 
(Mark 3:31-35) 

“Then His mother and brothers arrived” where Jesus was 

(v. 31). “A multitude was sitting around Him” (v. 32a), and 

Jesus “was still speaking” to them (Matt. 12:46). The crowd 

was pressed so tightly around Jesus that His mother and His 

brothers were “unable to get to Him” (Luke 8:19). Mat-

thew’s account reveals they were “standing outside seeking 

to speak to Him” (Matt. 12:46). When they could not get 

in, “they sent word, and called to Him” (Mark 3:31b). The 

word passed through the crowd until it arrived to the ones 

nearest to Jesus. Then they reported to Him, “Behold, Your 

mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You” (v. 

32). But Jesus did not regard His physical family more im-

portant than the message He spoke; and turned this un-

timely interruption into a great lesson on the value of spir-

itual family: “Who are My mother and My brothers?” And 

gesturing to the crowd sitting around Him said, “Behold 

My mother and My brothers!” He then expounds on His 

gesture, “For whoever does the will of God, he is My 

brother, sister, and mother.” Jesus wanted to explain that 

there was a relationship that went deeper, and was more 

meaningful than our physical relationships and declared 

“Whoever does the will of God” is My family. In Luke’s 

account Jesus emphasized that His family consists of those 

“who hear the word of God and do it” (Luke 8:21).  
However, Jesus did not break all ties with His family. As a 

matter of fact, Jesus taught the scribes and Pharisees the 

necessity of caring for their parents (see Matt. 15:1-8). He 

even provided for His mother, by designating John as her 

caretaker as He hung dying on the cross (John 19:26, 27). 

His brothers eventually came to believe in Him. His mother 

and His brothers were among the crowd who waited for the 

Holy Spirit in Jerusalem (see Acts 1:14). 
Even though we may not fully comprehend the idea that 

spiritual families are more important than physical families, 

Jesus wants us to understand that the nature of the gospel is 

so great that it cannot take second place to anyone or any-

thing. Jesus promises, “[T]here is no one who has left house 

or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or 

lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive 

a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and 

sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecu-

tions, and in the age to come eternal life” (Mark 10:29-30). 
At this time of year, we tend to celebrate family. We give 

gifts and reminisce about times past. Let us not neglect our 

spiritual family during this time either.        

                                                                      --Mike Rogers 
 

 

 

                    Prayer List    

George Watkins—Baptist East, recovering from surgery 

LaVerne Baxter—Baptist Collierville, recovering from 

surgery 

Carole Nance— Encompass Health Rehab.  

Susie Wyatt 

Vicky Mayfield 

Todd Hadley—Brother of Susan Mason, recovering from 

surgery 

Lillian Evans—Mother of John Evans 

Richard Charnock—Brother of Robert Charnock 

Andrew Martin—Dad of Cammy Evans 

Levada Gilon—Friend of Genie Renfroe, health problems 

Charlotte McAllister—Friend of Genie Renfroe 

Graham Allen—Brother of Beverly Russell 

Willie Fry—Sister of Josephine Draine 

Cody Rogers—Shepherd Center, Atlanta, GA 

Herbert “Cornell” Coats 

Our country, Our Missionaries, Tornado Victims, Pat 

Armstrong, Sonny Arwood, Rosie Barnes, Clifford Birr, 

Gary Bowie, Marlene Brown, Lonnie Bryant, Jack Burris, 

Hope Collins, Bobbie Cooper, Barbara Coulston, Donnie 

Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Lawrence Coulston, Steven 

Creel, Bobbie Deen, Jason Elliott, Lillian Evans, Susan 

Finney, Lesa Hall, Jeff Hanks, Steve Higginbotham, Jack-

son Hughey, Kendy Irwin, Billy Kidd, Nellene Kidd, Lucy 

Krull, Vicky Mayfield, Sam Moore,  Jim Nance, Christine 

Otts, Tory Reed, Brandon Scott, Roy Sharp, Hattie Shell, 

Anthony Stacks, Sue Stidham, Regina Taylor, Willie Tay-

lor, Steve Walk, Larry Whaley II, Lillian Whitney, Cliff 

Whittington            
NURSING HOME   

Covington Care: Shirley Laxton, Otis Poole 

MILITARY 

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Danny Fields, Nic Hunter, Dayana Fendley, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah Phillips, Thomas 

Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, 

Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We congratulate Alan Otts on his retirement! 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE    DECEMBER 19-25 
19—James 4-5                      

20—1 Peter 1-3     

21—1 Pet. 4-5  

22—11 Pet. 1-3 

23—1 John 1-5 

24—11 John-Jude  
25—Revelation 1-4                
 

 

               Calendar of Events 
  DECEMBER  EVENTS 

* Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 

    Service 

*The church budget for 2022 will be presented Sunday, 

December 19th following the PM Worship Service. 

The church office will be on a Holiday Schedule,  

December 20-24, & 27. If you need to get into the 

building, please call Jeff’s cell phone. 

JANUARY EVENTS 

*Ladies Bible Class will not meet until Tuesday,  

January 4 @ 10AM 

*Sunday, January 9, 2022 we will begin making pic-

tures for our new Pictorial Directory. 

*Monday Night for the Master will begin, Monday, 

January 10. Sign up sheets are in the foyer. Please sign 

up for one week or as many as you like. 

**************************************************** 

DECEMBER YOUTH EVENTS 

15—Deadline to register for Evangelism University 
*******************************************************  

BIRTHDAYS   DECEMBER  19-25 

 
19—Jacob Dietel 

21—Madison Johnson 

22—Neil Bringle, Jeff Coughlan, Chris Max,  

        Genie Renfroe  

23—Austin Martin 

25—Shane Hall 

ANNIVERSARIES 

21—Gene & Mary Jean Stockton, Levi & Zoe Bridges 

25—Bill & Pat Gatlin 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We congratulate Austin Phillips on graduating from UT 

Martin with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources 

Management with a concentration in Wildlife Biology. 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Amanda Fletcher, 

Craig Randolph & the Randolph family in the death of our 

beloved sister, Judy Randolph. 

WEDDING BELLS 

        
Congratulations to Rhonda Taylor and Billy Kidd who 

were united in marriage, Saturday, December 11!  
                                              

 

       The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
     From 1970 until 1977 Ford manufactured the Maver-

ick.  MotorBiscuit describes the vehicle like this, “a two-

door coupe (that would eventually evolve into a four-door 

sedan in 1971). Falling somewhere between Mustang and 

the Pinto, the Maverick was Ford’s attempt at a budget car 

with flare.”  Mine was two door, lemon yellow and “char-

acter” was a better defining word than “flare”, especially 

after an unfortunate series of events left me with a green and 

Bondo colored right front fender.  It had a very strong mo-

tor, a straight 6 and I believe might have been a 302.  It was 

a three speed – “three on the tree” as it was called.  My dad 

bought it from my baseball coach and I put a lot of miles on 

it.  My senior year, I put a for sale sign in the window hop-

ing to get $600.  Coming home from ball practice at USA 

Stadium, I was cruising down the deserted, six lane Single-

ton Parkway with my radio turned up too loud when a blue 

Ford pick-up with three large men pulled up beside me and 

motioned for me to pull over.  “Umm, no, I don’t think so,” 

was my thought as I mashed the accelerator to the floor, 

shattering previous personal speed records.  The three men 

crammed in their pickup could not keep up and as I passed 

Methodist North and rounded the curve, I hung a quick left 

on Banbury ditching my pursuers.  Stealthily, I took the 

back way home through the neighborhood, parked and went 

in to fix a snack.  Driving like Mario Andretti makes a man 

hungry.  Some thirty minutes later as I was finishing my 

snack, there came a knock at the door.  Not thinking, I 

pulled open the carport door and found myself face to face 

with two very large and very serious men.  Behind them, in 

the driveway was the blue truck and the third guy looking 

at my Maverick saying, “Yeah, this is it”; as if there were 

many yellow Mavericks with a green fender and a for sale 

sign in the back window.  Wishing I had a baseball bat, I 

nervously asked, “Can I help you fellas?” The biggest one 

said, “How much you want for the car?” The shock and re-

lief must have been evident as I said, “I guess I could let it 

go for a thousand.”  After all, they’d just seen what the car 

could do in the hands of a capable driver (who was driving 

for his life).   

     The truth is, sometimes we see things and people differ-

ently than they really are.  Paul explained to the Romans, 

“there is no partiality with God” (Romans 2:11).  While this 

story has nothing to do with evangelism, it does illustrate 

how fear and prejudice can cause us to make faulty assump-

tions.  I know, I know – deserted road, outnumbered and 

outsized, wisdom says do what I did; but you get the 

point.  We need to get to the point where we plant the Gos-

pel seed instead of picking who gets the Gospel seed. 
                                                                                        -jeff 


