
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                                                     

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Serving Our Community 

  for the Glory of God 
 

   

C
o

vin
g
to

n
 C

h
u

rch
 o

f C
h

rist 
1

6
9

0
 H

igh
w

ay 5
1

 So
u

th
 – P

O
 B

o
x 9

 
C

o
vin

gto
n

, TN
 3

8
0

1
9

 
 

S
ch

ed
u

le o
f S

ervices 
S

U
N

D
A

Y
 

B
ib

le C
lasses 9

:0
0

A
M

 
W

o
rsh

ip
 1

0
:0

0
A

M
 &

 5
:3

0
P

M
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                     W
ED

N
ESD

A
Y

 
B

ib
le C

lasses 7
:0

0
 P

M
 

                                                                                                                                          
 

SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple  901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin            901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley         901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

           covingtoncofc@gmail.com                     

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 SERVING THIS WEEK    12/12/21 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                  Craig Robinson 

Song Leader:                                     Noah Liles 

Opening Prayer:      Wayne Dalrymple 

Closing Prayer:        David Stewart 

Sermon:                   Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

Nursery Worker:  Valerie Sampson 

 

   PM Worship Service                

Song Leader:                 Noah Liles 

Opening Prayer:                         Brandon Stacks  

Closing Prayer:                                Craig Robinson 

Sermon:                                Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (December 15) 

Song Leader                                       Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                           Eric Keith 

Closing Prayer:                        Reid McMahan 

Speaker:                     Hadley Mason 

 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                          179 

Worship AM                                              248                                                 
                PM                                  152       

Wednesday Bible Study                  135 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Leonard Biggs           Brighton, TN 

Charles Brown                                    Covington,TN 

Jon & Anna Hunley         Ripley, TN 

Paul Taylor                      Millington, TN 

Amos Elliott                      Henderson, TN 

Connie Warren                      Poplar Bluff, MO 

Becky Robinson 
                                    

 

 

 

 

Parking on Someone Else’s Nickel 

 
In the old days, cities regulated downtown parking with 

meters. You park, drop in a nickel or dime and get some 

time on the meter. Then you’d go into the store and be 

sure to be back before the meter ran out of time. 

However, occasionally, you could find a spot with time left 

on the meter. In that case, you would “park on someone 

else’s nickel!” Someone has said: “We eat from orchards 

we did not plant. We drink from wells we did not dig. We 

reap from fields we did not sow. We are warmed by fires 

we did not kindle. We are sheltered by roofs we did not 

build. We are blessed by moneys we did not give.” In the 

Lord’s Church, each person has a job. That’s Paul’s point in 

1 Cor. 12. We have a responsibility to our congregation to 

use our talents to help the Lord’s Church grow. Are you us-

ing your talents, time and resources for the Lord? Or are 

you simply parking on someone else’s nickel? Consider 

these verses:  

“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 

serving the Lord” (Romans 12:11). “God is not unjust; he 

will not forget your work and the love you have shown 

him as you have helped his people and continue to help 

them” (Hebrews 6:10). “… serve one another humbly in 

love” (Galatians 5:13b). “Therefore, I urge you, brothers 

and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 

a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 

true and proper worship” (Romans 12:1). 

 
                                                                                                                 Larry Fitzgerald 

BulletinDigest.com                                                                                    Abilene, TX 
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 Mike’s Message    

The Life of Christ, the Early Years 
When Jesus was about 41 days old, he was brought to the 

Temple in Jerusalem. (Bethlehem to Jerusalem is about 5.5 

miles). The purpose for this visit was twofold: One was for 

the purification of Mary. According to the law, a woman 

was to remain in an unclean condition for 40 days after the 

birth of a male child. Then, the woman was to make an of-

fering at the temple for her cleansing (Lev. 12:1-4). The 

other purpose for this visit was to present Jesus. The Bible 

tells us that every firstborn Jewish male child is holy to the 

Lord and must be consecrated (Exo. 13:1).    
Apparently, they returned to Bethlehem and stayed for 

about two more years before fleeing to Egypt. There is no 

way of knowing how long they stayed in Egypt; but upon 

returning to Israel, they did not go back to Bethlehem, but, 

rather, back to Nazareth (Luke 2:39). This was likely to ful-

fill the prophecy that Jesus would be called a Nazarene 

(Matt. 2:23). 
The next time we hear anything about Jesus, He is twelve 

years old and in Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover 

(Luke 2:41). Jesus remained in the temple when His parents 

began their journey back to Nazareth. Realizing He was not 

in their caravan, they returned to Jerusalem and found Jesus 

in the temple amazing the lawyers with His questions and 

answers. They then returned to Nazareth where Jesus “con-

tinued in subjection to them . . . and kept increasing in wis-

dom and stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 

2:51-52). Nothing else is said about Jesus other than John’s 

preaching about the coming Messiah (Matt. 3:1-12) until Je-

sus left Nazareth to go to John on the outside of Jerusalem 

to be baptized (Matt. 3:13-17). 
John was baptizing “in Bethany beyond the Jordan” when 

Jesus came to be baptized (Matt. 3:13-17; John 1:24-34). 

John was reluctant, but Jesus insisted saying, “Permit it at 

this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all right-

eousness” (Matt. 3:15). Upon coming out of the water, John 

saw the “Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on 

Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is 

My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:16-

17).  
Jesus was then led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted (Matt. 4:1-11). He was tempted three times by Sa-

tan, and these may represent the idea that He was “tempted 

in all things as we are” (see Heb. 4:15). Yet, Jesus did not 

give in, providing us a perfect “example that we should fol-

low in His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). After the forty days in the 

wilderness, John saw Jesus and declared, “Behold, the 

Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world” (John 

1:29).                                                               –Mike Rogers 
 

 

                      Prayer List    

Judy Randolph—Baptist East, ICU 

Lesa Hall—Recovering from surgery 

Carole Nance—Encompass Health Rehab. 

George Watkins 

LaVerne Baxter 

Vicky Mayfield 

Tory Reed—Grandaughter of Tony & Donna Sonwineski 

Otis White—Brother of Bobby White, Methodist North 

Lillian Evans—Mother of John Evans 

Richard Charnock—Brother of Robert Charnock 

Andrew Martin—Dad of Cammy Evans 

Cody Rogers—Shepherd Center, Atlanta, GA 

Herbert “Cornell” Coats—Hospital, Knoxville, TN 

Our country, Our Missionaries, Graham Allen, Charlotte 

McAllister, Pat Armstrong, Sonny Arwood, Rosie Barnes, 

Clifford Birr, Gary Bowie, Marlene Brown, Lonnie Bry-

ant, Jack Burris, Hope Collins, Bobbie Cooper, Barbara 

Coulston, Donnie Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Lawrence 

Coulston, Steven Creel, Bobbie Deen, Jason Elliott, Susan 

Finney, Willie Fry, Levada Gilon, Todd Hadley, Jeff 

Hanks, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Kendy Ir-

win, Nellene Kidd, Lucy Krull, Sam Moore, Jim Nance, 

Christine Otts, Brandon Scott, Roy Sharp, Hattie Shell, 

Anthony Stacks, Sue Stidham, Willie Taylor, Steve Walk, 

Larry Whaley II, Lillian Whitney, Cliff Whittington, Susie 

Wyatt            
NURSING  HOME  Covington Care: Shirley Laxton, 

Otis Poole 

MILITARY  

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Danny Fields, Nic Hunter, Dayana Fendley, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Jedidiah Phillips, Thomas 

Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, 

Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

RESPONSE  

Zach Kidd responded repenting of sin and asking for pray-

ers. Please remember him. 

BAPTISM  

Clifton Carter was baptized into Christ, Sunday, Decem-

ber 5. We rejoice with him and the angels in heaven! 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE    DECEMBER 12-18 
12—1 Timothy 4-6                      

13—11 Timothy 1-4     

14—Titus-1 Philemon  

15—Hebrews 1-4 

16—Heb. 5-8 

17—Heb. 9-13 
18—James 1-3                
 

               
               Calendar of Events 
  DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after 
    Service 
* 14, 21, 28—Ladies Bible Class, 10AM 

*Memory verse certificates for the fall quarter will 

be handed out, Sunday, December 12 following the 

AM Worship Service.  

*Come and Go Holiday Celebration, Sunday, Decem-

ber 12, 1:00-4:30 at Phillips’ Home 

*Sign-up sheets for Monday Night for the Master 

are on the table by the Nursery. We plan to begin 

Monday Night for the Master, Monday, January 10. 

*You may have noticed the tables that are set up in the 

lobby with Snowmen. The names on them are children 

from the Carl Perkin’s Center for the Prevention of 

Child Abuse, and a list of items (clothes, toys, etc.)  they 

would like to receive. Please pick up a snowman, sign 

your name on the corresponding sheet and return with 

your gift by Sunday, December 12.               Thank you                                                                                                                                               

**************************************************** 

DECEMBER YOUTH EVENTS 

 
12—Come and Go Holiday Celebration, 1:00-4:30 at Phil-

lips’ Home 

12—Christmas Party for C.I.A. (Birth-5th Grade), after PM 
Worship Service at the building. Pizza will be provided. 
Please bring side dishes and desserts. Also everyone 
should bring a $5.00 gender neutral gift for a game we 
will be playing. Please let Ken Jr. know if you plan to 
come.  
12—CYG Christmas Party after PM Worship Service at 
Phillips’ home 
15—Deadline to register for Evangelism University 
*******************************************************  

BIRTHDAYS   DECEMBER  12-18 

 
12—Ron Sutton 

14—Chelsea Johnson 

15—Mary Isome-Newman, Allison Cox   

17—Emma Matlock 

ANNIVERSARIES 

15—Robbie & Genie Renfroe 

    

      
      The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
  I think it was Perry Mason who cautioned Paul Drake to 

never ask a question in open court you didn’t already know 

the answer to.  Pretty good advice for a lawyer, I suppose, 

and maybe for a preacher doing a lesson based on people’s 

response.  I really didn’t know what their answers would be 

when I asked the Senior Saints to write down their greatest 

regret in life – but I had an idea as to what they might 

say.  Turns out, I was pretty close to right.  To be sure the 

task was difficult for some, not so much because they had 

no regrets, but because choices we made that didn’t turn out 

so well in life do not define who we are unless we let 

them.  As Christians, we do not live in the past. The blood 

of Christ erases mistakes as we walk in the light, living for 

the promise.  A regret is not necessarily a mistake, but it can 

be, I guess.  Only God really knows how things may have 

been different if we’d done things differently.  But with age 

comes wisdom and hindsight is 20/20.  Most of the regrets 

centered on relationships and how time was spent with peo-

ple we love.  We talked about regrets because young people 

don’t have to “reinvent the wheel” if we can glean from 

what predecessors have already learned and last night, much 

was harvested. 

     We didn’t focus on regrets for long though as I also 

asked our Senior Saints to write down their fondest memory 

in life.  The second one I read to the group left me speech-

less and tearful.  In 60 plus years of life to choose from, this 

senior’s fondest memory had nothing to do with money.  It 

had nothing to do with degrees or diplomas or any other of 

life’s proclaimed “successes”.  It simply said, “Riding to the 

dump with my daddy in his truck (no words spoken!).”  In 

well over a half a million hours of living, the best memory 

ever was a few miles of silence in the truck with dad.  All 

the “fondest memories” were similar, having nothing to do 

with accomplishments, but times spent with loved ones.  I 

don’t know about you, but for me, there is a huge lesson in 

priorities here.  We push our kids to be the best in school, 

hobbies and other extra curriculars, and I do think if we are 

going to do it we need to do our best, but it seems the best 

thing in life, the things that produce the fondest memories, 

are the people we love and those who love us.  So in com-

parison to the things that ultimately don’t matter much, how 

much time do we spend teaching our kids what really mat-

ters?  How much time do we spend being entertained with 

and by our loved ones as opposed to just entertaining the 

ones we are supposed to love?  
                                                                                        -jeff 


