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SHEPHERDS 

     Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

  Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

 Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 

SERVING THIS WEEK    9/27/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Brad Evins  

Song Leader:                                    Shawn Anderson 

Opening Prayer:     Phillip Scrip 

Closing Prayer:       Jerry Gatlin 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Clint Smith 

September Food Committee Leader: Judy Dunaway 

Nursery Worker:  Christie Coughlan 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Shawn Anderson 

Opening Prayer:                             George Watkins 

Closing Prayer:                                    Jimmy McMahan 

Speaker:                     Jeff Phillips 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study September 30 

Song Leader:                         Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                Robert Trimm 

Closing Prayer:             Jackson Robinson 

Speaker:          Jeff Phillips 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 163           

Worship AM                          213                       

                PM                155       

Wednesday Bible Study                    137 

 

 

 
VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Newbill family                         Tipton, TN 

Cassiny Brown              Covington, TN 

Windie Harber              Covington, TN 

Carolyn Prater              Munford, TN 

Betty Patrick              Munford, TN 

Kade Cothran                Brighton, TN 

Leslie Howard              Memphis, TN 

Chasse Clark              Benton, KY 

Jean Bell              Courtland, MS 

Sue & Beth Stidham 

Judy Holcomb 

  

 

 

 

  

                                                                  

The Autumn of Life 

                            

I have been advised to “never grow old.” This from a retirement 

home lady, since departed, who found it harder and harder to 

“make” her body move as she would have liked. I am respectfully 

declining her advice but starting to understand her frustration. God 

tells us to “be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as 

wise making the most of your time because the days are evil” 

(Eph. 5:15, 16). This scriptural concept of making the most of our 

time applies to any age, 19 or 90. True, our painful arthritic bodies 

may prevent us from physically helping to build a house. But 

perhaps we can provide financial resources and, certainly, an 

encouraging word to those with saws and hammers. Our 

diminished eyesight and slowed reactions may prevent us from 

driving ten miles at night to visit a sick friend, but the mailman can 

take our considerate message. The phone can transmit our 

cheerful call. 

Psalm 71 contains a touching unselfish prayer from an old man of 

God. Here is a portion: 

“O God, thou hast taught me from my youth; And I declare thy 

wondrous deeds. And even when I am old and gray, O God, do 

not forsake me, Until I declare thy strength to this generation.” 

(vv. 17, 18, NAS) 

These verses remind us that we are not to “retire” from Christian 

service. In Paul’s final days, he reminded Timothy that he had 

fought the good fight, finished the course, kept the faith (2 Tim. 

4:7). Dare we do less?            

via Bulletin Digest                             Fred Hogge     Ft. Collins, CO 
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                     Mike’s Message    
“Finding Fulfillment: The Conclusion” 

Ecclesiastes 11 & 12 
The wise preacher has presented a good hard look at life 

“under the sun” and concluded that it is vanity because 

living life from a human perspective never changes and it 

can never provide fulfillment. He says I know because I 

have tried it (Chapters 1-2). Then at the end of chapter 2 and 

through chapter 3 he declares that he has realized that it is 

God that gives us all we have and God is in control of all 

things. Then, in chapters 4 through 10, the preacher presents 

the foolishness of trying to find fulfillment living from a 

human perspective compared to the wisdom of living for 

God. In chapters 11 and 12, he presents his conclusion. 
First, he tells his audience that life is an adventure, live it by 

faith (11:1-6). Verses 1-2 is the preacher’s way of saying 

give freely and wisely. Do not hoard up what God has given 

you (cf. 1 Tim 6:18-19). It will come back to you eventually. 

Verses 3-5 teaches that we must trust God. In verse 6 the 

lesson is do not pay so much attention to the wind and 

clouds that you miss out on planting your crops. Get up 

early and work hard all day. Many people today are so afraid 

of losing something that they bury it (cf. Matt. 25:14-18). 

Think of life as an adventure and live it by faith. 
Second, the preacher advises, life is short, enjoy it while you 

can (11:7-12:8). For one to truly enjoy life he must “rejoice” 

(11:8, 9) and live life to its fullest while he is young. But the 

preacher offers a warning to know that God will judge you 

for all that you do (11:9b). He advises the young to 

“remove” all evil from your heart (11:10), and again he 

advises to “remember” God (12:1). Charles Spurgeon once 

said, “Youthful sins lay foundations for aged sorrows.” 

How true this is. Too many people make a mistake when 

they are young and it haunts them the rest of their lives. 

They would give anything to undo it, but it cannot be 

undone. Enjoy life while you can, because a time will come 

when life will not be so enjoyable (see 12:3-7).  
Based on all of this, the preacher declares that life is a 

school, learn from it (12:9-12). Listen to wisdom (v. 9), 

search for truth (v. 10), get motivated to do right (v. 11), 

accept knowledge (v. 11), and do not go beyond inspiration 

(v. 12). 
As the preacher wraps up his sermon, he concludes that life 

is a gift from God, use it wisely (12:13-14). We are only 

stewards of all we possess. If we are going to find true 

fulfillment, we must use our lives the way God expected us 

to when he gave them to us. For us to use our lives wisely 

we must: “Fear God, “keep his commandments,” and 

prepare for judgment (12:13-14).              --Mike Rogers 

                                            

                    Prayer List 
 Bonnie Glass—Home 

 David Kidd—Recovering from surgery 

 Zach Kidd—Recovering from surgery 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Pat Armstrong,  

Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Lois 

Benjamin, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary Bowie, 

Cleo Burch, Jack Burris, Al Chaney, Cindy Clark, Bobbie 

Deen, Shelley Dickey, Jason Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin 

Escue, Wesley Fowler, Houston Hall, Ruby Hopper, Steve 

Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Nellene Kidd, Wayne 

Kidd, Lucy Krull, Shirley Laxton, Sandra Mallard, Vicky 

Mayfield, Tyler Middleton, Christine Otts, Thomas 

Pittman, Beverly Russell, Tonya Stanley, Brad and Paige 

Warmath, Shirley Weir, Larry Whaley II, Nedra Young 

NURSING HOME  

Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY  

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris Nowak, 

Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob 

Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Vicky Mayfield, 

Royce Smith & Steven Smith in the death of their mother, 

Delores Smith; and to Tracy Speight & family in the death 

of his mother, Linda Speight. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We congratulate Ian Keith on receiving a perfect score of 

36 on the ACT, and for being named a National Merit 

Scholarship semi-finalist!  

 
BIBLE READNG SCHEDULE   SEPT. 27-OCT.3      
     

                               
27 –  2 Cor. 13                Ecc. 4-6             
28  - Gal. 1  Ecc. 7-9 

29–  Gal. 2    Ecc. 10-12 

30 – Gal. 3    Song 1-4 

1 –   Gal. 4  Song 5-8   

2 –   Gal. 5     Isa. 1-2 

3 –   Gal. 6  Isa. 3-6 

                  Calendar of Events    
   SEPTEMBER EVENTS 
  *Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings at 10:00                      
  *Sunday Servants will meet Sunday night    
   *Deacons & Ministry Team Leaders, your 2021  

    Budget Worksheets are in your mailbox. 

 *************************************************** 

  *September 26—Door Knocking Day! We will 

   meet at the building @9:30AM and will be hand   

   delivering issues of House to House, Heart to   

   Heart. 

   *It’s time for our annual food truck donations for 

   West Tennessee Children’s Home. They will be  

   here Tuesday, September 29th to pick up the    

   donations. A list of items needed is on the table  

   by the Nursery. 

    *Clothing Giveaway, Saturday October 3rd 
8:30AM-11:30AM 

If you have clothes you have outgrown or if you just 

need to make some room in your closet, the CYG is 

collecting your gently worn (and recently washed) 

clothing. If you can help it would be greatly 

appreciated. 

******************************************************* 

SEPTEMBER YOUTH EVENTS 

 
26—House to House, Heart to Heart Delivery 
27—Youth Group Devotional 
BIRTHDAYS   SEPTEMBER 27-OCTOBER 3 

 
28—Elaine Watkins 
30—Russ Cates 
2—Matt Higgins, Carmen Starck 
3—Betty Ware 
ANNIVERSARIES 
29—Jimmy & Shirley Weir 
3—Paul & Valerie Sampson 
 
*********************************************** 

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins.                                                              1 John 4:10 

**************************************************** 

      The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
He rounded second and headed for third!  Easily the fastest 
player on the field, it would take a perfect throw to prevent 
his 15th triple of the season, even in this small ball park.  It 
was a perfect throw, and catch and tag. “You’re out, 
expletive” the third baseman arrogantly said only to be 
greeted with a bone crushing forearm to the nose from the 
sliding runner.  When the ensuing melee was finally 
cleared, the game was suspended, the bleachers were 
emptied and the coaches told to send their teams home 
immediately.  Sanctions and suspensions would surely 
follow.  Calmly, coach asked the supposed instigator of the 
brawl what in the world possessed him to throw the first 
and most devastating blow of the fight.  Fighting was way 
out of character for us as a team and him as an 
individual.  The player humbly responded, “He called me a 
______, coach, so I hit him.  I’m sorry.” “He called you a 
______?” coached stopped his pacing and looked at the 
young man.  “Are you a ______?”  “No sir” the player 
responded quickly.  “Then why are you so mad? Clearly, he 
must have had someone else in mind.  Clearly, he didn’t 
know what he was talking about, so there was no need to 
hit him.”  Coach went on to explain to us all, we would be 
around people who made false accusations all our lives, 
but punching them in the nose was not the right response 
and he expected more of us.   Someone asked, but what if 
he’d said yes?  What if he’d said, “Yes coach, I am a 
______? Then what?”  The coach looked at us 
incredulously and responded, “Do you mean what if the kid 
was right and you were a ______?  Then he told the 
truth!  You can’t punch a guy out for telling the truth!  Look 
men, the kid’s statement was either a lie or it was the 
truth.  If it was a lie, he will have to deal with the 
consequences but if is the truth, then you must deal with 
the consequences.  Either way, getting mad and losing our 
temper, fighting and all those things entail are not 
appropriate responses for the men we are trying to 
become.” 
     Paul told Timothy, “All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness” (1 Timothy 3:16).  Reproof, 
correction and training often require someone to point out 
the error of our ways.  We are commanded to look out for 
one another (Philippians 2:4; Hebrews 10:24; Galatians 
6:1); especially the elders who have been given charge of 
the flock (Acts 20:28). 
                                                                                                -jeff 


