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SHEPHERDS 

     Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

Grant Edmonds 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 

 

SERVING THIS WEEK    9/20/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Brad Evins  

Song Leader:                                    Wayne Dalrymple 

Opening Prayer:     Gary Anderson 

Closing Prayer:       David Stewart 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Clint Smith 

September Food Committee Leader: Judy Dunaway 

Nursery Worker:  Kristine Bringle 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Wayne Dalrymple 

Opening Prayer:                             Jerry Blevins 

Closing Prayer:                                    Alan Otts 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study September 23 

Song Leader:                         Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                Jim Edmonds 

Closing Prayer:             Neil Bringle 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

MEMORIALS FOR AUGUST 

Donations to Covington church of Christ have been given in 

memory of Francis Chamberlin. 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 150           

Worship AM                          195                       

                PM                116       

Wednesday Bible Study                    146 

 

 
VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Newbill family              Tipton, TN 

Piper Davis              Germantown, TN 

Carolyn Prater              Munford, TN 

Rejeana McDaniel              So. Fulton, TN 

Kade Cothran                Brighton, TN 

Christine Pittman              Covington, TN 

Timothy Sanders              Covington, TN 

Kinley Escue   

      

  

 

 

 

  

Your Obituary Has Not Yet Been Written 
Toward the end of the nineteenth century, Swedish chemist 
Alfred Nobel awoke one morning to read his own obituary in the 
local newspaper: 
“Alfred Nobel, the inventor of dynamite, who died yesterday, 
devised a way for more people to be killed in a war than ever 
before, and he died a very rich man.” 
Actually, it was Alfred’s older brother who had died; a newspaper 
reporter had bungled the epitaph. But the account had a 
profound effect on Nobel. He decided he wanted to be known for 
something other than developing the means to kill people 
efficiently and for amassing a fortune in the process. So he 
initiated the Nobel Prize, the award for scientists and writers who 
foster peace. Today he is more widely known for the Nobel 
Peace Prize than he is for inventing dynamite. Nobel is quoted 
as saying, “Every man ought to have the chance to correct his 
epitaph in midstream and write a new one.” 
As I read this quote, I was hit with a very arresting thought: My 
obituary has not yet been written. Whatever it is that men think 
of me, I still have the opportunity to make it better. Whatever 
mistakes I have made in the past, the possibility still exists for 
me to correct them. Whatever it is that I have yet not done, but 
should have, I still have time. As long as God gives me life and 
liberty, I can make of it something meaningful and lasting. As 
long as I have breath and desire, I can do my part to improve 
myself, my family, my neighborhood, the church, even the world. 
Everyone still has the opportunity to correct his epitaph, up until 
the day he dies. Of course, the best thing that could ever be 
written in our obituary is that we were a faithful Christian. And 
certainly there are many wonderful things we can add to that. 
And if you awoke this morning and are able to read this, there’s 
still time to make sure that is the case. 
“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 
making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is” (Eph. 5:15-17, ESV).    
                                                                                                   Edd Sterchi 
                                                                                      Broadway church of Christ 
   BulletinDigest.com                                                            Campbellsville, KY                               
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Mike’s Message    
               “The Wise and the Foolish” 

Ecclesiastes Chapter 10 
Chapter 10 begins saying that dead flies in perfume is 
like foolishness. They are more noticeable than wisdom 
and honor (v. 1). Yet, wisdom guides one to act “right,” 
while foolishness guides one to do evil (“left”) (v. 2). 
Even so, a fool is easily recognized by the way he acts (v. 
3). In verse four the preacher advises the poor wise man 
not to abandon his righteousness even if the ruler 
becomes angry with him. It is hard to punish a quiet man 
severely.  
Verses 5-7 reveal an “evil” the preacher has seen: Rulers 
honoring foolish people while dishonoring the rich. 
Verse seven is an example of this foolishness. 
The preacher then turns his attention to the foolishness 
of not being prepared (10:8-11) saying that workers 
who do not take precautions when digging a pit are 
foolish. They can fall in. Furthermore, workers who do 
not watch carefully may stumble upon a den of snakes 
and be bitten (v. 8). Workers who are not watchful may 
be crushed by the stones they are breaking, and those 
who are cutting logs must be cautious (v. 9). He 
concludes that a wise man will take the time to sharpen 
his axe before chopping; and a wise man will learn how 
to charm snakes before attempting it (vv. 10-11). 
In verses 12-15 the preacher says that a foolish man 
speaks destructive words and gets caught in lies (Vv. 12-
13). A foolish man talks too much, and what he says 
makes no sense (v. 14). A foolish man will talk as if he 
knows everything, but he cannot be trusted for 
directions to his own town (v. 15). 
In verses 16-18 the preacher declares that a young king 
will surround himself with gluttonous and lazy princes. 
This is bad for the people under his authority (Vv. 16, 
18). On the other hand, a wise king and his princes are 
not lazy and gluttons and people are blessed (v. 17).  
We have already learned that God wants us to enjoy the 
food He provides (see 2:24; 3:13; 5:18; 8:159:7). So, 
verse 19 must be referring to a fool who prepares a meal 
only for enjoyment; and thinks that money is the answer 
to pleasure and fulfillment.  
The preacher has already declared that the fool’s words 
“consume him” (10:12). In verse 20 the wise preacher 
offers advice for all who will listen: “Don’t even think 
about cursing the king or a rich man, not even in secret. 
A little bird might hear and tell everything” (v. 20 
paraphrase).                
                                                                              --Mike Rogers 

                     

                   Prayer List 

 Bonnie Glass—Home 

 David Kidd—Recovering from surgery 

 Zach Kidd—Recovering from surgery 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Pat Armstrong,  

Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Lois 

Benjamin, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary Bowie, 

Cleo Burch, Jack Burris, Al Chaney, Cindy Clark, Bobbie 

Deen, Shelley Dickey, Jason Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin 

Escue, Wesley Fowler, Houston Hall, Ruby Hopper, Steve 

Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Nellene Kidd, Wayne 

Kidd, Lucy Krull, Shirley Laxton, Sandra Mallard, Vicky 

Mayfield, Tyler Middleton, Christine Otts, Thomas 

Pittman, Beverly Russell, Delores Smith, Tonya Stanley, 

Betty Ware, Brad and Paige Warmath, Shirley Weir, Larry 

Whaley I, Nedra Young; Also remember the Broome 

family in the loss of their loved one, Spen Broome. 

NURSING HOME  Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Leon, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris 

Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jacob Sampson, 

Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

MILITARY ADDRESS  Parker Speight’s address is  

A1C Isaac Speight  2636 Arnold Dr.  Unit 327   Ellsworth 

AFB, SD. 57706 

COLLEGE  BOUND 

Leah Max—Dyersburg State Community College 

Austin Phillips—University of Tennessee-Martin 

Madison Johnson—University of Tennessee-Martin  

Lawson Maxwell—University of Tennessee-Martin 

Lauron Chaney—University of Mississippi 

Zach Kidd—Tennessee College of Applied Technology-

Memphis  

Tyler Higgins—Southwest Tennessee Community College 

Scholarships from Covington church of Christ have been 

awarded to: 

Chloe Dalrymple—Harding University 

Camille Starck—Harding University 

Reese Cartwright—Harding University 

Noah Liles—Harding University 

Hadley Mason—Freed-Hardeman University 

Lydia Edmonds—Freed-Hardeman University 

Abby Edmonds—Freed-Hardeman University 

Daniel Trimm—Freed-Hardeman University 

Charley Morgan Halford—Freed-Hardeman University 

Christina Evins—Freed-Hardeman University 

Calendar of Events 
 SEPTEMBER EVENTS 
  *Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings at 10:00                      
  *Sunday Servants will meet Sunday night in the  
   Fellowship Room. 
  *Join us for a gathering to honor Jackson   

   Robinson before he leaves for Army Basic  

   Training. We will meet at the building, 

   Saturday, September 19th @5PM.  

  *September 26—Door Knocking Day! We will be  

   hand delivering issues of House to House,  

   Heart to Heart. 

  *It’s time for our annual food truck donations for 

   West Tennessee Children’s Home. They will be  

   here Tuesday, September 29th to pick up the    

   donations. A list of items needed is on the table  

   by the Nursery. 

   *Deacons & Ministry Team Leaders, your 2021  

    Budget Worksheets are in your mailbox. 

   *Clothing Giveaway, Saturday, October 3  
SEPTEMBER YOUTH EVENTS 
18—Movie Night, 7:00-10:30 
20—CIA will meet at Atoka Railroad Adventure 
@1PM for Putt-Putt; Cost: 6 yrs.and older-$8.00- 
Under 6 yrs.old-$2.00 
20—Devo. Night 
26—House to House, Heart to Heart Delivery 
27—Youth Group Devotional 
BIRTHDAYS   SEPTEMBER 20-26 

 
20—Hope Collins 
21—Grayson Womack 
22—Brandon Matlock  
23—Luke McMahan, Beau Glidewell 
24—Kathy McMahan, Robin Higgins 
25—David Garner, Neil Stanley 
26—Rhett Benjamin 

BIBLE READNG SCHEDULE   SEPT. 20-26                                  
20 – 2 Cor. 6    Pro. 18-19 

21 – 2 Cor. 7    Pro. 20-21  

22–  2 Cor. 8           Pro. 22-23 

23 – 2 Cor. 9     Pro. 24-25 

24 – 2 Cor. 10    Pro. 26-28 

25 – 2 Cor. 11     Pro. 29-31 

26-   2 Cor. 12    Ecc. 1- 3    

       The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
 The past thirty days, for me, have seen a lot of death.  While 

COVID-19 has not been the cause of any of the deaths directly 

affecting me, COVID-19 has played a role in how family and 

friends have been able to respond.  The first was a friend who 

would have been 99 years old on her birthday in 

November.  While sad, 98 years is a good long life.  In fact, the 

Psalmist says, “The years of our life are seventy, or even by 

reason of strength eighty;” (Psalm 90:10).  She outlived most 

of her generation!  The next to pass was comparatively young 

at 78, and let’s face it, 78 is the new 50 for sure.  “Gone too 

soon” could be heard whispered among the masked crowd and 

I couldn’t agree more.  More recently, a brother passed away 

suddenly at 60.  He walked into the hospital one day and three 

days later was rolled out of the hospital, into the waiting 

hearse!  Sixty is getting close to home.  If you use social media, 

you no doubt hear of those fighting cancer with their 

toddlers.  You know of the car wrecks, accidents and crime 

indiscriminately taking life every day of all ages.  All this at a 

time where the world seems to be going to great lengths to stop 

the spread of an evil virus causing certain death.  Clearly, the 

numbers prove certain death is not synonymous with COVID-

19.  However, it is important to note, short of the second 

coming, certain death is a part of life.  I have no doubt this 

comes as a revelation to some.  I envision someone pausing 

here, stunned, confused, angry and in denial, “This man is 

insane! He says we are all going to die!”  It’s true though, the 

list is short containing those who went to the next life without 

dying. The scripture says, “It is appointed for man to die once, 

and after that comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).  Furthermore, 

the Bible speaks to the uncertainty of life.  The parable of the 

ten virgins concludes, “Watch therefore, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour” (Mathew 25:13).  While this is about the 

second coming, death brings about the end of our chances to be 

prepared for judgment.  Experience teaches us death can come 

suddenly; unexpected and indifferent.  As Christians, we are 

prepared for, not scared of, death.  Even in our deep sorrow 

over the loss of a loved one, we KNOW, “Precious in the sight 

of the LORD is the death of his saints” (Psalm 116:15), and 

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 

“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their 

labors, for their deeds follow them!” (Revelation 14:13)   

So, I have this question; are you prepared for the 

inevitable?  Without making COVID-19 anything more than   a 

catalyst for this conversation, honestly consider a few 

questions:   

Are you as diligent about avoiding sin as you are about 

avoiding the virus?  Do you share as much information 

about the day of judgment as you do about the transmission 

of viral particulates? 

Clearly, we are convicted of the dangers of Covid-19. What  

will it take for us to approach sin with the same conviction?                                                    
                                                                                                 -jeff 


