
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               
 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 
Serving Our Community 

for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

     Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

Grant Edmonds 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 

SERVING THIS WEEK  8/23/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 George Watkins  

Song Leader:                                    Jerry Blevins 

Opening Prayer:     Craig Robinson 

Closing Prayer:       Jim Edmonds 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

August Food Committee Leader: Denise Cartwright 

Nursery Worker:  Christie Coughlan 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Jerry Blevins 

Opening Prayer:                             David Keith 

Closing Prayer:                                    Nick Maness 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study August 26 

Song Leader:                         Jedidiah Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                Brandon Stacks 

Closing Prayer:             Gordon Cartwright 

Speaker:          Mike Hixson 

 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 153            

Worship AM                          191                          

                PM                129         

Wednesday Bible Study                    142 

 

 

 

 
VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Piper Davis        Germantown,TN 

Carolyn Prater        Munford, TN 

Leslie Howard        Memphis, TN 

Zoe Bridges 

Kozy Hubbard & Cody  

Kensleigh Stevens 

 

      

       

 

 

 

  

Finding My Worth in God 
 

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in Iowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 
himself” (Phil 2:3 NKJV). 
One of the greatest struggles for humanity is the discovery 
of our own value and self-worth. People often feel so very 
empty and insignificant. The cares of life tend to batter 
down our self-image and leave us with a sense of 
meaninglessness and even self-loathing. This is part of the 
reason why so many people turn to so many vices–alcohol, 
drugs, sexuality–in an attempt to “fill the void.” 
The world is quick to offer solutions. The self-appointed 
therapists of afternoon talk shows and the mega-rich 
attitude coaches of late-night infomercials tell us that we 
need to practice “self-love,” and engage in more positive 
“self-talk.” They tell us that we have to love ourselves first 
before we can ever learn to love anyone else. Yet, however 
quaint their advice may be, it is as far from truth as the east 
is from the west. 
The Bible tells us that positive self-image does not come 
through believing we are wonderful, but through the 
knowledge that God loves us. We don’t need better “self-
esteem,” but need a better understanding of God’s 
estimation of us! In fact, the Bible tells us that the first step 
to wholeness is understanding and accepting our own 
wretchedness and turning in utter dependence to God’s 
awesome grace. Perhaps the old children’s song has more 
practical advice on developing self-esteem than all of 
today’s pop-psychology: “Jesus first, yourself LAST, and 
others in-between.” 
                                                                                       
BulletinDigest.com       Kerry Williams 
                                                                                        Jonesboro, AR                                                                                           
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Mike’s Message    

Life Is Worth Living 

Ecclesiastes chapters 1-3 

The Septuagint uses the Greek word “Ecclesiastes” as the 

title of this book. The word is from the Greek word 

Ekklesia, meaning church, or assembly. “Preacher” 

(“teacher,” NIV) is from a Hebrew word found only in 

Ecclesiastes. It means “one who addresses an assembly.”  

In the first two chapters, Solomon reviews his own life and 

draws practical conclusions that he presents to his audience.  

Solomon begins as if he knows where he is going with his 

sermon and looks at life “under the sun,” realizing that when 

all is completed nothing “under the sun” had given his life 

true meaning. We all have the same difficulties that we must 

work through. Solomon had tried to find fulfillment in life 

by satisfying his physical appetites with wisdom, wine, 

work, and wealth (chapters 1 & 2). He had also seen the 

poor mistreated (4:1-3), crooked politics (5:8), people who 

loved money (5:10). He had also witnessed guilty people 

going unpunished (8:11), and incompetent leadership (10:5-

7). From all of this Solomon concludes that no matter how 

much wealth, education, power, or prestige one may have, 

life without God is nothing. One is only “chasing after 

wind” if he expects to find peace and fulfillment in the 

things of this world (cf. Mark 8:36). 

Solomon observes that nothing “under the sun” ever 

changes (1:4-7). Man is born, man lives, and man dies. That 

cycle of life continues. He declares that the sun rises and the 

sun sets; then the sun comes up again. That cycle never 

changes. The wind blows in all directions; it may stop, but 

the same wind will start blowing again. The rivers feed the 

seas and the seas feed the rivers. The seas never get full 

because that cycle never changes. 

The preacher also tells his audience that nothing “under the 

sun” is new (1:8-11). Solomon declares that mankind 

always desires something new. He is never satisfied. Yet, 

speaking from personal experience he observed that nothing 

“under the sun” will satisfy (1:13-18). He, himself had tried 

to find fulfillment in wisdom (1:12-18; 2:12-17), pleasure 

(2:1-11), and wealth (2:18-22), but realized it was all vanity 

(1:14; 2:11, 15, 19). It was like trying to catch the wind 

(1:17; 2;11, 17, 26). 

Seeing all the emptiness in life under the sun, the preacher 

pondered whether life is really worth living. He then 

realized that life is a gift from God; and the only way to have 

fulfillment is to live it for God (2:24-26). Because God is in 

control (chapter 3). 

As difficult as life is sometimes, it is still one of God's gifts 

to man. Men are to enjoy it (11:9).   –Mike Rogers 

 
Prayer List 

    Jerry Melton  
    Elaine Watkins—Recovering from surgery 
   LaVerne Baxter—Recovering from surgery 
    Amy Garner—Recovering from surgery 
    Paul Sampson  
    Vicky Mayfield—Recovering from surgery 
    Ruby Hopper—Recovering from surgery 
    Lois Benjamin—Mother of Donnie Benjamin 
    Sandra Mallard—Sister of Joyce Whaley, Methodist North 
    Steve Higginbotham 
    Christine Otts—Mother of Alan Otts 
    Eddie Dickey family 
    Tyler Middleton—Recovering from a fall 
    Delores Smith—Mother of Vicky Mayfield 
Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Also remember Pat 
Armstrong, Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, Linda Beard, 
Sharon Beaird, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary Bowie, 
Betty Blevins, Carrie Bridges, T. J. Brown, Sue Bryant, Cleo 
Burch, Connie Burch, Jack Burris, Al Chaney, Cindy Clark, 
Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, Shelley Dickey, Jane 
Dowell, Chrishya Draine, Jason Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin 
Escue, Cammy Evans, Robert Evans, Wesley Fowler, 
Houston Hall, Jackson Hughey, Nellene Kidd, Lucy Krull, 
Shirley Laxton, Thomas Pittman, Beverly Russell, Brandon 
Scott, Sherry Scott, Alfred Shankle, Tonya Stanley, Julia 
Strange, Betty Ware, Brad and Paige Warmath, Shirley Weir, 
Larry Whaley I, Carla Whitis, Carolyn Wood, Nedra Young 
NURSING HOME  Covington Care: Otis Poole 
MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, 
Steven Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, 
Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris Nowak, 
Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jacob Sampson, Parker 
Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley  
SYMPATHY   

 We extend our deepest sympathy to Bryce Mosley & 

family in the death of his grandmother, Claire Mosley; 

and to Jaden & Bailey Daniels in the death of their 

great grandmother, Bertha Burton. 

WEDDING BELLS 

 
Congratulations to Sydney Smith & Nolan Combs 

who were united in marriage, Saturday, August 

15! 
     

 

Calendar of Events 
AUGUST EVENTS 
Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings at 10:00                                      
26—Summer Series; Speaker: Mike Hixson 
Sunday Servants will meet Sunday night in the 
Fellowship Room. 

Bible Class Schedule for the Fall Quarter     

  Sunday Morning: 

               (College Class)     Daniel    Classroom 1 

Teacher: Jerry Gatlin 

 

Miracles of Jesus     Classroom 2 

                               Teacher:   Beau Phillips  

 

 (Young Adults)Christians in the Workplace Classroom 3 

 Teacher: Andy Whaley 

 

     Matthew      Auditorium 

Teacher: Wayne Dalrymple 

Wednesday Night: 

     Job     Auditorium 

  Teacher: Benny Collins 

 

Revelation    Classroom 1 

Teacher: Mike Rogers 

 

Lesser Known Bible Characters   Classroom 2 

Teacher: Clint Smith 

******************************************************************* 

BIRTHDAYS   AUGUST 23-29 
25—Aiden Sallee 
27—Pat Gatlin, Fay Hazlerig, Brad Evins,  
        Hollie Hodge 
28—Pat Stephenson 
ANNIVERSARIES 
23—Alan & Debbie Otts 

BIBLE READNG SCHEDULE  AUGUST  23-29                                   

23 – Romans 15: 1-21        Ps. 70-72 

24 – Romans 15: 22-33      Ps. 73-74 

25 – Romans 16      Ps. 75-77 

26 – 1 Cor. 1       Ps. 78-79  

27 – 1 Cor. 2       Ps. 80-84  

28 – 1 Cor. 3       Ps. 85-88  

29 – 1 Cor. 4       Ps. 89-90      

    

         
           

           The Carpenter’s Apprentice 

 I drove my bus route this morning and picked up exactly no 

one. Not one student stood at the end of the drive or at the 

corner stops. It wasn’t just my route either. This is what social 

distancing is about. Let me explain. A four-year old told me 

last year, “Bus driver, I hate white people.” I said, “Well that 

makes me sad.” When he asked me why, I told him I thought 

we were buddies, friends, and pals. He said, “Bus Driver, we 

ARE friends. I like you!” “But you said you didn’t like white 

people.” I replied. Then he said, quickly, “But Bus Driver, you 

ain’t white!” 

For those who have never met me, if I choose to check a box 

when asked for my race, honesty demands I check the box 

beside the category “white” or “Caucasian”. Now this student 

is social distancing. He sees and experiences nothing to cause 

him to question the propaganda being spread by those in his 

world. Clearly, he didn’t come to his previous conclusion on 

his own. Entire neighborhoods and communities are now 

isolated and the only information they have is whatever the 

news media elects to present and they believe it because they 

have no other source of information. 

Jesus told his disciples, “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt 

has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 

under people’s feet” (Matthew 5:13). What if the salt is still 

salty but the shaker never gets shaken? Salt has no bearing on 

the taste until it is sprinkled (or liberally poured as some are apt 

to do) onto food. The church is still here, Christians are still 

alive, but how are you flavoring the world? Jesus continued, 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, 

but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same 

way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). We sing the song, “Don’t let Satan 

blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine!” Hide it under a bush - ‘OH 

NO!’ I’m gonna let it shine!” Maybe you’re out there riding 

your Christian route, shining that light brightly and conducting 

business as usual, but as fear maintains its grip on our 

community, folks are just hiding in the shadows. They refuse 

the salt and the light. I want to challenge you; if you need to 

get the light out from under the bush, do it. If you need to 

relight the flame, do it. If you are still shining brightly, keep on 

keeping on! 

The media came up with a new term this week, ‘super-

spreaders’. Wouldn’t it be great if the church became known as 

super-spreaders? Spreaders of the Gospel; spreaders of love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control! Spreaders of confidence, hope and 

salvation. 

Ask yourself this, “What am I spreading?”                       jeff 

                                                                       


