
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

 

       
 

 
 

Serving Our Community 

for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

     Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 296-5166 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

Grant Edmonds 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

Have a safe and 

 Happy 4th of July 

        SERVING THIS WEEK   7/5/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:    David Keith  

Song Leader:                                    Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:     George Watkins 

Closing Prayer:       Jerry Blevins 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers  

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Craig Robinson 

 

July Food Committee Leader: Judy McCool 

Nursery Workers:  Teresa Stacks & Isabella Stacks 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                             Wayne Dalrymple 

Closing Prayer:                                    Clint Stacks 

Sermon:                 Mike Rogers 

 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study July 8 

Song Leader:                         Joshua Evins 

Opening Prayer:                Austin Phillips 

Closing Prayer:             Beau Phillips  

Speaker:          Mark Blackwelder 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 119            

Worship AM                          183                           

                PM                139                

Wednesday Bible Study                    147 

 

 

 

           VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

                                   
Rachel Wilson   Covington, TN 

Amos, Lydia, & Isaiah Elliott Henderson, TN 

Emma Hendrix 

Colby Turner 

Piper Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Authentic Freedom!    
                                               

“Freedom” is a powerful word, full of all sorts of meaning to different 
people. Some people think freedom refers to political liberty, such as 
we have in the United States under the constitution. Others think 
freedom means being able to do whatever one wants morally. Some 
even think freedom means doing whatever one wants, regardless of 
the rule of law. 
 
However, authentic freedom is based on the word of God and the work 
of His Son Jesus Christ! In John 8:36, Jesus said, “Therefore if the 
Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” One becomes free 
indeed by knowing the truth (John 8:32; 17:17) and obeying the truth 
(Matt. 7:21-27). This authentic freedom Christ offers is composed of 
three facets: 
 
1.  Freedom from the burdens of life! In Matthew 11:28, Jesus says 
the sinner is “heavy laden.” Jesus tells us to bring that burden to Him. 
Hebrews 12:1 says to “lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us.” Jesus can free us from those weights, as well as 
the burden of false religion and traditions of men (Matt. 23:3-4). 
 
2. Freedom from bondage to sin! The Jews that Jesus was speaking 
to in John 8 were not only in bondage to the law and to the traditions 
of men, but they were also in bondage to sin (John 8:44). Christ not 
only could free them from the law (Col. 2:14), but also from the guilt of 
sin (Rom. 3:23-26). 
 
3. Freedom from blindness! Jesus could open their eyes to the truth, 
if they so desired (John 8:32). Once one recognizes the power and 
importance of God’s word, he no longer has to worry about being 
fooled by the false doctrines of men (Eph. 4:14), if he will continue in 
the things God teaches in His word. Paul’s mission to the Gentiles was 
to “open their eyes” (Acts 26:18). 
 
So while we celebrate our political and social freedom on July 4th, let 
us also focus on and remember our spiritual freedom that comes only 
through Christ Jesus! He frees us from the burdens of life, from 
bondage to sin, and from blindness! Are you free indeed? 
 
BulletinDigest.com     Matt Clifton 
                                                                          Judsonia church of Christ 
                                                                                     Judsonia, AR 
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Mike’s Message 
True Freedom 

Before the Convention of Delegates of Virginia, March 13, 

1775, Patrick Henry said, “Give me liberty or give me 

death.” Men and women have died by that statement. And 

more will do the same unless Christ returns soon.  
I am thankful for those who have fought for our right to be 

free. However, the freedom we enjoy as citizens of this 

country are being threatened by immoral and ungodly 

people. The only way America can be truly free is to return 

to the Christian principles this country was founded upon. 

The Constitution was drafted upon the foundation of these 

principles. People were educated and entertained by the 

Bible. We must put the bible back into our homes, our 

hands, our heads, and our hearts. We must teach our 

children to love God and His word, and be guided by them.  
The greatest freedom one can enjoy is the freedom provided 

by Jesus Christ (see John 8:31-32). Jesus said, “If the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). If we 

turn back to Him, then we will have the freedom as a nation 

that was intended by our forefathers.  

When we have freedom in Christ, we have freedom from 

the power of sin. Sin is the influence of Satan. Satan is the 

ultimate murderer, liar and deceiver (see John 8:44). He had 

the power to deceive Eve, test Job and tempt Jesus. To give 

in to Satan enslaves us so that we cannot be free. He has the 

power to hijack our brains, our senses, and our wills. 

However, the Son of God gives us our senses and makes us 

free forever.  
We also have freedom from death (Rom. 6:23). In Christ 

there is justification, redemption, and propitiation (Rom. 

3:24-26). In Christ there is a new life in the Spirit (Rom. 

6:3-8). Therefore, if we walk according to the Spirit and not 

according to the flesh, we put to death the penalty of sin and 

look forward to life and peace (Rom. 8:1-6). We will never 

be chained to the pain of death: “O death, where is your 

victory, O death where is your sting? The sting of death is 

sin and the power of sin is the law, but thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 

Cor. 15:55-57).  
While we live we may be tempted, but God has promised, 

“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common 

to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 

tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 

will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able 

to endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 
Remain in the truth and walk according to the Spirit and you 

will be free indeed (see John 8:32; Rom. 8:4).  
True freedom is not found in this life, but in the life to come! 

–Mike Rogers 

Family News 
  Heath Billings— Recovering from surgery 
   James Watkins 

   Shirley Weir 

   Laura Craft—Recovering from surgery 

   Betty Blevins—Recovering from surgery 

   Ruby Hopper—Recovering from surgery 

   Jerry Melton—Health problems 

   Jack Burris 

   Charlene Dalrymple—Recovering from surgery 

   JoAnn Jenkins—Recovering from surgery 

   Cindy Clark—Surgery, July 9 

   Jason Elliott—Recovering from surgery 

   Sharon Beaird—Cousin of Shirley Weir 

   Chrishya Draine—Recovering from surgery 

   Jason Judd—Recovering from surgery 

   Thomas Pittman—Dad of Ed Pittman, health problems 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Pat Armstrong, Reba 

Arwood, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Linda Beard, 

Don Blackwell, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary 

Bowie, Ann Brown, T. J. Brown, Cleo Burch, Connie 

Burch, Al Chaney, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, 

Shelley Dickey, Jane Dowell, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, 

Robert Evans, Wesley Fowler, Houston Hall, Jackson 

Hughey, Nellene Kidd, Lucy Krull, Vicky Mayfield, 

Beverly Russell, Brandon Scott, Sherry Scott, Alfred 

Shankle, Delores Smith, Crystal Sonwineski, Tonya 

Stanley, Julia Strange, Brad Warmath, Paige Warmath, 

Larry Whaley I, Carla Whitis, Cynthia Wilson, Nedra 

Young 

NURSING HOME Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Leon, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris 

Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jacob Sampson, 

Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley  

SYMPATHY  

We extend our deepest sympathy to Paula McLean in the 

death of her uncle, Richard Lavelle; and to Mary Beasley 

in the death of her husband, Rodger Beasley.           
BIBLE READING SCHEDULE JULY  5-11 

 
5 -  Acts 9: 1-22                 2 Ch. 31-32 

6 -  Acts  9:  23-43              2 Ch. 33-34 

7 -  Acts 10:  1-23               2 Ch. 35-36 

8 -  Acts 10: 24-48 Ezra 1-3 

9 -  Acts 11    Ezra 4-6  

10 -Acts 12    Ezra 7-8 

11 -Acts 13: 1-31                Ezra 9-10 

Calendar of Events 
JULY EVENTS 
Ladies Bible Class Tuesday mornings at 10:00                                      
Men’s Prayer Breakfast Wednesday mornings at 6:00 
1—  Summer Series; Speaker: Mark Reynolds 
3— The church office will be closed 
8— Summer Series; Speaker: Mark Blackwelder 
15—Summer Series; Speaker: Justin Rogers 
22—Summer Series; Speaker: Josh Manning 
29—Singing Night 

*************************************** 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JULY  26-29 

Please register online on the church’s website 

covingtoncofc.com 

All Children that register will get a free t-shirt, adults 

that want a shirt will need to register as well, and can 

purchase a shirt for $8.00. 
**************************************************** 

YOUTH EVENTS  
12—A mid- summer night’s DEVO! 
24—Graduation Celebration & Prom Alternative 
26-29—VBS 
31—Canoe/Camping Trip 
IGNITE happens on Thursday nights, 6:30-11:00PM 
Free Food, Fun, & Fellowship! 
**************************************************** 

BIRTHDAYS   JULY  5-11 

 
7—Sara Anderson 

8—Charley Morgan Halford, Tyler Bringle 

10—Kristine Bringle  

11—Evan Nowak 

 

BRIDAL SHOWER 

 
All ladies are invited to a bridal shower honoring Sydney 

Smith & Nolan Combs, Sunday July 12, 2PM in the foyer. 

The couple is registered at Something Special, Target, 

Walmart, and Amazon. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We congratulate Rita Benjamin on her retirement from 

Bancorp South!  

 

  The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
       Some would say our country is in trouble.  It’s hard to 

argue the point.  Debates arise as to the timing and origin of 

a strange sequence of events.  Facts are hard to come by and 

sensationalism rules the day.  One fact we know is that it is 

an election year.  As such, church buildings will abound 

with sermons about the need for Godly men in government 

and the importance of voting; being good stewards of the 

blessing of growing up in the United States.  Some will no 

doubt insist Christians have no business in politics.  We will 

be encouraged to vote for the “most” Godly.  We will often 

hear about having to choose between two bad 

candidates.  We will justify our votes or our refusal to 

vote.  We will cite the same scriptures. “Let every person be 

subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and those that exist have been instituted 

by God.  Therefore, whoever resists the authorities resists 

what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 

judgment” (Romans 13:1, 2); “Be subject for the Lord's sake 

to every human institution” (1 Peter 2:13).  We might even 

use Titus 3:1, “Remind them to be submissive to rulers and 

authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good 

work.” 
     The truth of the matter is this: Washington does need 

Godly men.  State capitals need Godly men.  County seats 

need Godly men.  But the jobs these men are elected to do 

will not change our country, at least not quickly.  Change 

needs to happen among our leaders, but it also needs to 

happen among our followers.  We can join in the outrage 

against the actions of evil men on all sides of the argument 

but marching and protesting, peacefully or otherwise, really 

won’t change anything; ranting on social media won’t 

either.  To start real change, we need to start rebuilding 

families.   
     Godly men in government will help but Godly men in 

our homes is the real key.  Given the responsibility to lead 

the family, we who profess to be men of God must rise up 

and “stand in the gap”, borrowing an idea from 

Nehemiah.  We must build Godly homes, first mending our 

fences before fixing others (Matthew 7:3) but always ready 

to share the hope within us (1 Peter 3:15).  We must share 

the Word and now is the time.   
     We have been blessed to live in the USA and if we 

remain silent at this time, deliverance will arise from 

somewhere else but we will perish.  For if God is with us, 

who can stand against us.  We are more than conquerors 

through Him who loved us.  Who knows, maybe we were 

born in this great country for a time such as this (Esther 

4:14, Romans 8:31, 37). 

                                                                                      -jeff 


