
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

 

       
 

 
 

Serving Our Community 

for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

     Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 296-5166 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

Grant Edmonds 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 

        SERVING THIS WEEK  7/12/20  AM Worship Service 

Announcements:    David Keith  

Song Leader:                                    Wayne Dalrymple 

Opening Prayer:     Ken Bringle Jr. 

Closing Prayer:       Grant Edmonds 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers  

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Craig Robinson 

 

July Food Committee Leader: Judy McCool 

Nursery Worker:  Brandy Brown 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Wayne Dalrymple 

Opening Prayer:                             Cameron Dickey 

Closing Prayer:                                    Jedidiah Phillips 

Sermon:                 Jeff Phillips 

 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study July 15 

Song Leader:                         Joshua Evins 

Opening Prayer:                John Combs 

Closing Prayer:             Jackson Robinson 

Speaker:          Justin Rogers 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 102            

Worship AM                          153                          

                PM                128                

Wednesday Bible Study                    135 

 

 

 

           VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

                                   
Carolyn Prater        Munford, TN 

Sydney Smith 

Becky Robinson 

Piper Davis 

 

 

 

 

  

  The Search for Spirituality 

                       9  
Spirituality is a highly sought after quality, and has been 
throughout the ages. In the ancient city of Ephesus, sacred 
prostitutes served daily in the temple of Diana because it was 
thought that sexual union brought closer union with the gods. 
Mothers have thrown their babies into the crocodile-infested 
Ganges River in the search for spirituality. In Jesus’ own day Jews 
washed meticulously, dressed ridiculously and wouldn’t even eat 
an egg laid on the Sabbath in their quest for greater spirituality. 
What is spirituality? W. E. Vine writes regarding spirituality and the 
spiritual man: “Things that have their origin in God, and which, 
therefore, are in harmony with His character . . . the spiritual man 
walks by the Spirit . . . and manifests the fruits of the Spirit in his 
life.” It is that quality of life that results from a right relationship with 
God. It is evidenced by such things as love, joy, peace, patience, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control (Galatians 
5:22, 23). 
The essence of spirituality is reflected in Paul’s prayer for the 
church at Philippi. He prayed that they would approve the things 
that are excellent, and that they would be sincere and without 
offense until Christ came (Philippians 1:10). That should be our 
goal. Spiritual men have eternal values. They follow a divine 
standard. They live a distinctive life. 
Our search for spirituality will not be complete until we learn the 
will of God and make it our own. That is only possible when we 
become careful Bible students. The Bible, understood and applied, 
makes for spiritual men and women. Spirituality may be a difficult 
concept to define, but a spiritual person is easily recognizable. 
Are you searching for greater spirituality? 
                                                                                          Roger Rush 
                                                                                   via church of Christ 
                                                                                        Massillon, OH 
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Mike’s Message 
Be Patient and Stand Firm (James 5:7-11) 

Patience is the ability to endure challenges without getting 

angry, being overly critical, or giving in. Patience is the one 

virtue that many of us lack. We have been negatively 

influenced by our environment. We live in a world of fast 

food—instant potatoes, instant oatmeal, minute rice etc.; 

microwave ovens; self-service gas stations; drive-through 

restaurants, banking, pharmacy, even grocery pick-up.  
However, even for people who abound in patience, our 

present times are difficult to endure without getting angry 

or being overly critical. In this text, James presents two 

areas Christians should be patient in and why we can be 

patient even in difficult and challenging situations. 
First, James emphasizes that Christians should be patient 

with those who treat them unfairly (vv. 7-8). James has just 

concluded the warning to the rich men who treat their 

employees unfairly (vv. 1-6). He now tells the Christians to 

“be patient until the coming of the Lord.” James uses the 

example of the farmer waiting patiently on the rain to 

germinate the seed, and the rain to make it bear. The farmer 

waits patiently because he can do nothing to change the time 

of the coming rain. The farmer waits patiently because the 

harvest is so sweet. The point is that the Lord’s return will 

be a sweet reward for patient Christians. 
Second, James suggests that we be patient with one another 

(v. 9) saying, “do not complain against one another.” The 

point is not to blame others for the undesirable 

circumstances. Do not make degrading, or hypocritical 

accusations against your brothers or sisters. These 

accusations will drive a wedge between you. It will not 

promote unity. Again, James reminds us that we are not the 

Judge of others with the right to be overly critical (cf. James 

4:12). He says, “the Judge is standing right at the door.” So, 

wait patiently on the Lord.  
James then uses examples of those who have endured trials 

and suffering (vv. 10, 11). The prophets proclaimed the 

coming of the judgement of the Lord against Israel and 

Judah and were criticized and rejected. Amos is one who 

was rejected (see Amos 7:12-14). In verse 11 James uses the 

word “endured” which means to stand one’s ground. Do not 

give up or give in. All who refuse to give in will be blessed. 

James uses Job as an example of this. Job did not understand 

his suffering, and while he was confused and questioned 

God’s righteous judgment, he never turned away from God. 

And the end was better than the beginning (Job 42:12, 13). 

The same is true for Christians who are patient and endure 

until the Lord returns. We will be blessed beyond 

comparison to anything in this life (see Rom. 8:18).   

                                                                         –Mike Rogers 

Family News 
  John Evans—Recovering from surgery 

   Susan Mason—Surgery, July 10 

  Cynthia Wilson—Surgery, July 10 

  Heath Billings 

   Betty Ware 

   Shirley Weir 

   Betty Blevins—Recovering from surgery 

   Ruby Hopper—Recovering from surgery 

   Charlene Dalrymple—Recovering from surgery 

   Carrie Bridges—Mother-in-law of Zoe Bridges,    

   recovering from surgery 

   Cindy Clark—Surgery, July 9 

   Bob Wood 

   Carolyn Wood 

Gaines family in the loss of their loved one, Patrick 

Gaines. Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Mary 

Beasley, Pat Armstrong, Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, 

LaVerne Baxter, Linda Beard, Sharon Beaird, Don 

Blackwell, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary Bowie, 

Ann Brown, T. J. Brown, Cleo Burch, Connie Burch, Jack 

Burris, Al Chaney, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, 

Shelley Dickey, Jane Dowell, Chrishya Draine, Jason 

Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, Robert Evans, Wesley 

Fowler, Houston Hall, Jackson Hughey, JoAnn Jenkins, 

Jason Judd, Nellene Kidd, Lucy Krull, Vicky Mayfield, 

Jerry Melton, Thomas Pittman, Beverly Russell, Brandon 

Scott, Sherry Scott, Alfred Shankle, Delores Smith, 

Crystal Sonwineski, Tonya Stanley, Julia Strange, Brad 

Warmath, Paige Warmath, Larry Whaley I, Carla Whitis, 

Nedra Young 

NURSING HOME 

Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY   

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris Nowak, 

Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jacob Sampson, Parker 

Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley  

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE JULY 12-18 

 
 

12— Acts 13: 32-52   Neh. 1-3 

13— Acts 14                  Neh. 4-5 

14— Acts 15: 1-21    Neh. 6-7 

15— Acts 15: 22-41   Neh. 8-9 

16— Acts 16: 1-15    Neh. 10-11  

17— Acts 16: 16-40     Neh. 12-13 

18— Acts 17: 1-15    Esther 1-3 

Calendar of Events 
JULY EVENTS 
Ladies Bible Class Tuesday mornings at 10:00                                      
Men’s Prayer Breakfast Wednesday mornings at 6:00 
15—Summer Series; Speaker: Justin Rogers 
22—Summer Series; Speaker: Josh Manning 
29—VBS 
**************************************************** 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—JULY  26-29 

Please register online by July 15th on the church’s 

website covingtoncofc.com 

All Children that register will get a free t-shirt, adults 

that want a shirt will need to register as well, and can 

purchase a shirt for $8.00. 

There will be a final VBS planning meeting, Sunday, 

July 12 @4:30. If you are part of the planning team 

and are a skit leader please be at the meeting. 
YOUTH EVENTS  
12—A mid- summer night’s DEVO! 
24—Graduation Celebration & Prom Alternative 
26-29—VBS 
31—Canoe/Camping Trip 
IGNITE happens on Thursday nights, 6:30-11:00PM 
Free Food, Fun, & Fellowship! 
**************************************************** 

BIRTHDAYS   JULY  12-18 

 
12—Myra Ellis, Mike McLean, Eric Keith 

13—Grayson Robinson, Tyler Higgins, Craig Clay  

14—Shelley Halford, Beau Phillips 

15—Shirley Weir 

18—Jimmy McMahan 

ANNIVERSARIES 

12—Barney & Mary Locke 

13—J.J. & Brandy Brown 

16—James & Myra Ellis 

17—Justin & Elizabeth Harrell 

BRIDAL SHOWER 

 
All ladies are invited to a bridal shower honoring Sydney 

Smith & Nolan Combs, Sunday July 12, 2PM in the foyer. 

The couple is registered at Something Special, Target, 

Walmart, and Amazon. 

  The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
Shortly after feeding 9000 men, not including women and 

children, with a total of 12 loaves and a few small fish, 

yielding more leftovers than what they started with, a total of 

19 baskets; Jesus’ disciples realized they had forgotten to 

bring bread with them in Matthew 16 and began a little panic 

as they realized their mistake.  Mark’s account said they had 

one loaf (Mark 8:14), which in light of the two recent events 

should have been less worrisome than having none.  After all, 

it wasn’t like he had to turn the rocks into bread or something. 

He could just divide what they had between them and it 

would surely be more than enough.  Yet, Jesus knowing their 

thoughts and capitalizing on the subject of bread, cautions 

them, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

Confused they began to discuss the absence of bread among 

themselves.  Two things are of interest here.  Jesus’ closest 

friends failed to see the compassion of Christ for those in 

need would apply to them as well as the crowds following 

them daily.  Hence, Jesus asks, “Do you not yet perceive or 

understand? Are your hearts hardened?  Having eyes do you 

not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not 

remember” (Mark 8:17-18)?  How often do we, the church, 

the body of Christ, fail to remember God will take care of 

us?  It is so easy to focus on the temporal and slowly but 

surely forget or lose sight of whose we are.  Jedidiah showed 

me a t-shirt the other day quoting Psalm 23:4, “Yea though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil”, then it added, “because I am the toughest thing in the 

valley”.  While I do not approve of the selfish arrogance 

portrayed in the graphic, the fact is, “for Thou art with 

me.  Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.”  “If God is for 

us who can stand against us” (Romans 8:31)?  It’s not us, it’s 

who we are with.  Which leads us to the second point.  The 

Pharisees and Sadducees both claimed to be religious.  Both 

groups thought they were pleasing to God and yet Jesus 

points out the dangerous effects a minority can have on a 

majority.  Paul would later write, “Do you not know a little 

leaven leavens the whole lump?” (I Corinthians 5:6; Galatians 

5:9) Luke tells us the leaven of the Pharisee is hypocrisy 

(Luke 12:1).  We all understand hypocrisy is the practice of 

claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which one's 

own behavior does not conform; pretense 

(lexico.com/en/definition/hypocrisy).  The warning here is not 

so much against becoming a hypocrite, although certainly 

applicable.  The warning is first, do not let hypocrisy become 

the norm and thus acceptable, but also how can one say, 

“God’s got this” but then won’t let it go.  How can we say 

God is in control but we continue to pile up treasures where 

moth and rust destroy?  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth 

and the life.” Is that really enough? 

You can read of the two miracle feedings in Matthew 14:13-21 

and Matthew 15:32-39.                                                      -jeff 

 


