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SHEPHERDS 

     Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 296-5166 

Bill Murray             901- 476-8587 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Shawn Anderson 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

John Combs 

Grant Edmonds 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

philjeff9@yahoo.com 

OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

          SERVING THIS WEEK   4/5/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:    George Watkins  

Song Leader:                                    Jimmy McMahan 

Opening Prayer:     David Garner 

Closing Prayer:       Jerry Blevins 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers  

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

Clint Stacks, Brandon Stacks, Barney Locke, Michael 

Plemmons, Heath Billings, Chris Huggins, Chris Sanders, 

Rick Moore  

     

 

April Food Committee Leader: Brenda Mason 

Nursery Worker: JoAnn Jenkins 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Jimmy McMahan 

Opening Prayer:                             David Stewart 

Closing Prayer:                                    Clint Stacks 

Sermon:                 Mike Rogers  

 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study April 8 

Song Leader:                         Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                Austin Phillips 

Closing Prayer:             Eric Keith   

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 

Worship  AM                             

                 PM                     

Wednesday Bible Study            

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Pray Boldly! 
Television interviewer and journalist Larry King describes 
three farmers who gather daily in a field during a horrible 
drought. The men are down on their knees, looking upward, 
and praying the skies will open and pour forth a much needed 
rain. UNFORTUNATELY, the heavens are silent, and the 
petitioners become discouraged, but they continue to meet 
every morning to lift up their request to God. One morning an 
uninvited stranger approaches and asks the men what they are 
doing. They respond, “We’re praying for rain.” The newcomer 
looks at each of them and shakes his head, “No, I don’t think 
so.” The first farmer says, “Of course we’re praying. We are 
down on our knees pleading for rain. Look around, see the 
drought. We haven’t had rain in more than a year!” The 
outsider continues to nod his head and advises them their 
efforts will never work. The second farmer jumps in and says, 
“We need the rain; we aren’t asking only for ourselves, but for 
our families and livestock.” The man listens, nods, and says he 
still isn’t impressed. “You’re wasting your time,” he says. The 
third farmer can’t take any more, and in anger he says, “Okay, 
what would you do if you were in our shoes?” The visitor asks, 
“You really want to know?” The three landowners answer, 
“We really want to know! The future of our farmlands is at 
stake.” The guest announces, “I would have brought an 
umbrella!” So when you pray, pray boldly to the Lord! He 
came to earth; He suffered; He suffered crucifixion. He died 
for you. With that kind of love for you. Always and ever, when 
you pray, Pray Boldly! James 5:16 tells us, “The effective 
prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.” Are you a 
righteous person? Have you obeyed the Gospel by confessing 
your faith in Christ (Mt. 10:32-33), repenting of your sins (Lk. 
13:3,5), and putting Christ on in baptism (Mk. 16:16)? 
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All worship assemblies for the week of April 5 have been 
canceled. Sunday, April 5 @ 10:00AM & Wednesday, 
April 8 @ 7:00PM we will be live streaming on Facebook 
provided on the church’s Facebook page. 
 

 
 

mailto:philjeff9@yahoo.com
http://www.covingtoncofc.com/


               Mike’s Message 
We are living in challenging times. Yet, this is not the 

first time the world has been confused and isolated. 

Think about the year plus that Noah and his family 

were confined to the ark and an estimated 4 billion 

people drowned (Gen. 7 & 8). Think about the plagues 

on Egypt (Ex. 7-11); the Babylonian captivity; the 

Roman dispersion; the Roman persecution of Jews and 

Christians. Also, in the 1300’s the plague known as the 

“black death” lasted about 5 years and killed 25 to 30 

million people. The Spanish flu which began in 

January 1918 and lasted until December 1920, 

infected an estimated 500 million people, with a death 

toll estimated to be 17 to 50 million. (Some estimates 

are as high as 100 million). And let us not forget the 

smallpox that was responsible for an estimated 300 to 

500 million deaths in the 20th century alone. Then 

there is measles, polio, cholera, HIV, and et al. Yes, 

the COVID-19 is bad; it is the worst thing in my 

lifetime. But it is not something the world has never 

experienced.  

Christians must deal with this virus as we deal with 

every other trial we face: we turn to God’s word. 

First, James advises that we face all trials with joy, 

wisdom, and faith, “Count it all joy, my brethren, 

when you encounter various trials, . . .. If any of you 

lacks wisdom . . .. He must ask in faith . . ..” (see James 

1:2-6).  

Second, Paul encourages us to face all our trials with 

thanksgiving: “Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” 

(Phil. 4:6).  

Third, Peter advises that we turn to God: “Humble 

yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety 

on Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:6-7).  

Join us Sunday on the Covington church of Christ 

Facebook page as we go live at 10:00AM. We will 

conduct our normal worship with singing, praying, 

Lord’s Supper, giving, and preaching. If you need the 

items for communion, stop by the building during 

normal office hours, and from 9:00 to 12:00 on 

Saturday. “Be safe and sanitary.” You would not have 

heard that 3 months ago!                        --Mike Rogers 

 

Family News 

 
    Andy Whaley 

    Craig Robinson 

    Beverly Russell 

    Joey Plemmons 

    JoAnn Jenkins 

    Vicky Mayfield—Health problems 

    Nedra Young— Sister of Pat Stephenson, surgery,  

    April 2  

    Jackie Gatlin—Brother of Bill Gatlin 

    Amanda Cothran—Mother of Courtney Watkins 

    Freddie Posey 

Coronavirus pandemic, Tornado victims in Arkansas & 

Tennessee. Bryson family in the loss of their loved one, 

Mary Bryson. Also remember Pat Armstrong, Reba 

Arwood, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Linda Beard, 

Rodger Beasley, Don Blackwell, Barry Bolding, Albert 

Boling, Gary Bowie, Cleo Burch, Stephen Carlton, Al 

Chaney, Cindy Clark, Kenneth Coulston, Buddy Coats, 

Bobbie Deen, Shelley Dickey, Jane Dowell, Josephine 

Draine, Vince Ellard, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, Robert 

Evans, Wesley Fowler, Jason Elliott, Bonnie Glass, 

Houston Hall, Liz Huffman, Jackson Hughey, Dara 

Keeton, Darryl Kidd, Nellene Kidd, Maggie Koury, 

Shelley Krieger, Lucy Krull, Shirley Laxton, Sammy 

McDivitt, Paula McLean, Patty Prince, Mike Reynolds, 

Steve Rogers, Keith Ryder, Matt Sallee, Brandon Scott, 

Sherry Scott, Albert Scrip, Alfred Shankle, Delores Smith, 

Tonya Stanley, Sue Stidham, Julia Strange, Drew 

Tankersley, Pam Tankerlsey Maddie Taylor, Brad 

Warmath, Paige Warmath, Larry Whaley I, Larry 

WhaleyII, Otis White, Carla Whitis, Cynthia Wilson 

NURSING HOME  
 Covington Care: Otis Poole 

       MILITARY  

       Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris Nowak, 

Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jacob Sampson, Parker 

Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

         

NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome Joey & Allison Cox to our family at 

Covington. Their address is 3359 Sunnyside Rd., Brighton, 

TN. 38011; Ph. (901) 568-0028.  

 

    

        Calendar of Events 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Wednesday mornings, 6AM 

******************************************* 

*Easter Egg Hunt has been canceled. 
*Lads to Leaders Convention has been canceled  
*Vacation Bible School, May 31-June 3 
*Evangelism Seminar, June 12-13 
******************************************* 
BIRTHDAYS   APRIL 5-11 

5—Briley Bringle 

6—Judy Randolph 

8—Denise Cartwright 

9—Sherri Kidd 

10—Abby Smith, Caroline Watkins 

11—Elizabeth Harrell, Daniel Trimm 

An “Ah Ha!” Moment 

A group of students were asked to list what they thought 

were the present “Seven Wonders of the World.” Though 

there were some disagreements, the following received the 

most votes: 1. Egypt’s The Great Pyramids; 2. Taj Mahal; 

3. Grand Canyon; 4. Panama Canal; 5. Empire State 

Building; 6. St. Peter’s Basilica; and 7. China’s Great 

Wall. 

Before tallying the final vote, the teacher noticed that one 

student had not finished her paper yet. So she asked the 

girl if she was having trouble with her list. “Yes,” said the 

girl. “There are so many I can’t make up my mind.” The 

teacher said, “Well maybe I can help you.” The girl said, 

“Well, I think, ‘The Seven Wonders of the World’ are 1. 

To see; 2. To Hear; 3. To Touch; 4. To Taste; 5. To Feel; 

6. To Laugh; and 7. To Love.” 

The room became so quiet you could have heard a pin 

drop. A gentle reminder: the most precious things in life 

cannot be built by hand or bought by man. 
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BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   APRIL 5-11  
5—  Lk. 8:1-18                      Jos. 10-12 

6—  Lk. 8: 19-39     Jos. 13-14 

7—  Lk. 8:40-56                    Jos. 15-16 

8—  Lk. 9:1-27                      Jos. 17-18 

9 –   Lk.9:28-45      Jos. 19-20 

10—Lk. 9:46-62          Jos. 21-22 

11—Lk. 10:1-20      Jos. 23-24 

  The Carpenter’s Apprentice         
   Matthew Henry’s commentary of 1Kings chapter 11, he 

makes the observation while speaking of Solomon, “Like 

Jeshurun, he waxed fat and kicked.”  As I read the words I 

kind of laughed because contextually I knew what he was 

saying but I had never seen it put this way before.  First, I 

wanted to know who this Jeshurun was and then I wanted to 

see what Google would say about the phrase, “waxed fat 

and kicked.”  So, I learned something.  Turn with me to 

Deuteronomy 32:15. Here we will read the answer to all my 

questions, “But Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked; you grew fat, 

stout, and sleek; then he forsook God who made him 
and scoffed at the Rock of his salvation.”  Jeshurun is 

another name for Israel, God’s chosen people.  Permit me 

to summarize what I think Moses, is telling the people in 

these verses.  Folks, we serve a mighty God and he has 

blessed us richly, but you have begun to serve the blessings 

and not the God.  He goes on to point out they had become 

so lost in the blessings they had become unmindful and had 

even forgotten “the God that gave them birth” 

(Deuteronomy 15:18).  It is easy to see why Solomon, in 

spite of his wisdom and knowledge, lost his focus on the 

God that granted not only his request for this great 

discernment and learning, but the wealth and splendor most 

of humanity would ask for.  His riches were legendary, even 

mythical, so great even the exaggerations paled in 

comparison to the truth!  In times of such prosperity it 

would be easy to lose site of the originator of all good things 

(James 1:17). 
     The truth is, we live in similar times.  I know life in these 

United States is nothing compared to living as an Israelite 

during Solomon’s reign, after all silver was so common it 

was not even valued (1 Kings 10:21), but we are more 

prosperous than the rest of the world by far.  We even listen 

to and sing songs about our wealth and the pursuit of it, 

“Money can't buy everything, well, maybe so, but it could 

buy me a boat.”  Not much has changed through the years 

(Ecclesiastes 1:9) about how quickly we can be distracted 

by what the Lord blesses us with and how we suddenly can 

forget who we are.  Wealth is not the enemy.  The Bible 

teaches God richly supplied Solomon and other men who 

followed his words but it also teaches it can be difficult to 

be faithful (Matthew 19:24) but it is not wealth but the love 

of and pursuit of what it can do that brings about our fall (1 

Timothy 6:10).  While we are waxing fat, enjoying the life 

God has blessed us with, let us resolve to remember where 

these blessings come from, who we love and where we are 

going.  Let’s avoid the kick – at all costs.  “For what does it 

profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul” 

(Mark 8:36)?                                                               -jeff 


