
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

               
 

 

 

 

       
       

                    

 

Serving Our Community 

for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

     Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 296-5166 

Bill Murray             901- 476-8587 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Shawn Anderson 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

John Combs 

Grant Edmonds 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

philjeff9@yahoo.com 

OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

        SERVING THIS WEEK   4/19/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:    George Watkins  

Song Leader:                                    Wayne Dalrymple 

Opening Prayer:     Donnie Benjamin 

Closing Prayer:       Alan Otts 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers  

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Benny Collins 

Clint Stacks, Brandon Stacks, Barney Locke, Michael 

Plemmons, Heath Billings, Chris Huggins, Chris Sanders, 

Rick Moore  

     

 

April Food Committee Leader: Brenda Mason 

Nursery Worker: Tricia Speight 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                             Jim Edmonds 

Closing Prayer:                                    Alan Clark 

Sermon:                 Mike Rogers  

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study April 22 

Song Leader:                         Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                Neil Bringle 

Closing Prayer:             Gary Anderson   

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

 

 
 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 

Worship  AM                             

                 PM                     

Wednesday Bible Study            

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED 

WASH YOUR HANDS! COVER YOUR COUGH!  

DON’T TOUCH YOUR FACE! 

I am sure we have heard these demands a great deal recently and we may be 

getting tired of hearing these, but, it is truly for our own safety and the safety of 

others. The Corona-virus (COVID-19) has plagued the world. But, I wanted to 

give you some hope today. Most of the people that have gotten it do recover. If 

we are vigilant in the social distancing, we can all make a difference that can 

slow or even stop the spread of this disease. Remember, this is not forever. It 

will soon be a memory. 

HOPE . . . The Psalmist David in the 39th chapter, verse 7, “And now, Lord, 

what I wait for? My hope is in thee.” Romans 12:12 says “Rejoice in hope; 

patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer.” 

FAITH . . .  Jesus said in Mark 11:22, “Have faith in God” and that faith can 

move mountains. v. 23 

LOVE . . . David also wrote in Psalm 31:23-24 “O love the Lord, all ye saints: 

for the Lord perserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. Be 

of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the 

Lord.” 

PRAYER . . . Romans 8:26 Paul wrote, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 

infirmities; for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit 

itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” 

James, in chapter 5:16, says we should pray for one another.  

Brothers and sisters, Let us all pray for one another and pray for the healing of 

those who have gotten this virus. 

AND 

“Let not your heart be troubled . . .” John 14:1. 

                                    

 via THE EDIFIER                                                                                              corrected                                                                                                                              

All worship assemblies for the week of April 19 have 
been canceled. We will be live on the church’s Facebook 
page for Bible Class at 9AM, and Worship at 10AM; as 
well as Wednesday, April 22 at 7PM. 
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Mike’s Message 
 

“What Are You Doing Here?” 
1 Kings 19:9-18 

Elijah was a great prophet of God. He had just defeated 450 

prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:20-40), but when opposed he 

felt threatened and alone. So, feeling alone and rejected, 

Elijah ran from the threat of Jezebel and sat down under a 

“juniper tree” and prayed to die (1 Kings 19:4). “The angel 

of the Lord” appeared to him, fed him and told him to travel 

to Horeb. It took forty days and nights for the 200-mile 

journey, and upon arriving, he entered a cave. The next 

morning the Lord spoke to him asking, “What are you doing 

here” (1 Kings 19:9)? Elijah replied, “I have been very 

zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel 

have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and 

killed Your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; 

and they seek my life, to take it away” (1 Kings 19:10).   
God then instructed Elijah, “Go forth and stand on the 

mountain before the Lord” (v. 11). As the Lord was passing 

by, “a great and strong wind was rending the mountains and 

breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord 

was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but 

the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake a 

fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a 

sound of a gentle blowing” (vv. 11-12). 
There have been times when God was in the wind (Acts 

2:2), in the earthquake (Acts 16:26), and even times when 

God was in the fire (Dan. 3:25). But God was in none of 

these this time. He appeared in a quite solemn voice as in a 

gentle soothing breeze calling Elijah out of the cave again 

and asking again, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” Elijah 

responded just as before expressing his feelings of rejection 

and loneliness.  
Just like Elijah, loneliness may come upon us at various 

times in our lives. It may come at the death of a loved one, 

or even in a dreaded virus. Yet, the real reason for  

loneliness, in every situation, is the lack of purpose. When 

we are focused on our purpose, we will never be lonely. Just 

like Elijah, we may wallow in our own loneliness because 

we have been looking for God to help us in a big way.  
Maybe we should relax and listen for that quite solemn 

voice that asks, “What are you doing here?” We should be 

reminded that, whatever our circumstances, God has a 

purpose for us. Our situations may change, and 

opportunities for doing good may change, but we can 

always fulfil God’s purpose in some way. Maybe this is a 

time for us to do something different for God.  
                                                                       –Mike Rogers 

 

                                                            

Family News 

 
    Betty Blevins—Broken foot 

    Joey Plemmons—Surgery, April 17 

    Paul Sampson  

    Andy Whaley 

    Craig Robinson 

    Beverly Russell 

    JoAnn Jenkins 

    Nell Huffman—Sister of Kay Gatlin 

    Connor Peebles—Great nephew of Sherri Kidd       

Coronavirus pandemic, Tornado Victims, Childers family 

in the loss of their loved one, Carole Childers, Simpson 

family in the loss of their loved one, John Simpson. Also 

remember Pat Armstrong, Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, 

LaVerne Baxter, Linda Beard, Rodger Beasley, Don 

Blackwell, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary Bowie, 

Cleo Burch, Stephen Carlton, Al Chaney, Cindy Clark, 

Kenneth Coulston, Buddy Coats, Bobbie Deen, Shelley 

Dickey, Jane Dowell, Josephine Draine, Vince Ellard, Joan 

Erwin, Melvin Escue, Robert Evans, Wesley Fowler, Jason 

Elliott, Jackie Gatlin, Bonnie Glass, Houston Hall, Liz 

Huffman, Jackson Hughey, Dara Keeton, Darryl Kidd, 

Nellene Kidd, Maggie Koury, Shelley Krieger, Lucy Krull, 

Shirley Laxton, Vicky Mayfield, Sammy McDivitt, Paula 

McLean, Freddie Posey, Patty Prince, Mike Reynolds, 

Keith Ryder, Brandon Scott, Sherry Scott, Albert Scrip, 

Alfred Shankle, Delores Smith, Tonya Stanley, Julia 

Strange, Drew Tankersley, Pam Tankersley Maddie 

Taylor, Brad Warmath, Paige Warmath, Larry Whaley I, 

Larry WhaleyII, Otis White, Carla Whitis, Cynthia 

Wilson, Nedra Young 

NURSING HOME  
 Covington Care: Otis Poole 

       MILITARY  

       Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris Nowak, 

Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jacob Sampson, Parker 

Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

        SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Jerry Gatlin & family 

in the death of his uncle, Joseph Malone. 

 
  “Cast all your care upon him; for he careth 
for you.”    
                                                                1 Peter 5:7 

 
           

           Calendar of Events 
*******************************************                     
*Vacation Bible School, May 31-June 3 
*Evangelism Seminar, June 12-13    

******************************************* 
BIRTHDAYS   APRIL 19-25 

 
19—Ann Chapman, Ashley Whaley, Myung Carroll 

20—LaVerne Baxter, Lyla Harrell, Donna Sonwineski,  

        Laurie Hobson 

21—Craig Robinson, Myla Maness 

22—Ruby Hopper 

23—Jennifer McMahan 

25—Ian Keith 

ANNIVERSARIES 

19—Benny & Hope Collins, Ed & Brittany Pittman  

20—Bruce & Fay Hazlerig, Nick & Leann Maness 

22—Joey & Allison Cox 

**********************************************        

                                    Kid’s Korner 

                                           
                     WHO are these people?? 

    Unscramble the names 

AMAD                                            ALEB 

ARMABAHA           ASCIA 

ACJOB            ASHJUO 

ALCEB                      ASLU      

AMSNOS           ALJIHE 

ALMSUE           ADDIV 

ASHILE         
via Bulletin Digest                 Evergreen Church of Christ

                               Evergreen, AL   

*****************************************                                                                   

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   APRIL 19-25 

 
19—Lk. 13:18-35  Jud. 17-19 

20—Lk. 14:1-14                Jud. 20-21 

21—Lk. 14:15-35               Ruth 1-2 

22—Lk.15                 Ruth 3-4 

23—Lk.16   1 Sam. 1-3 

24—Lk. 17:1-19      1 Sam. 4-6 

25—Lk. 17:20-37  1 Sam. 7-9 

   The Carpenter’s Apprentice    
Left to it’s own devices, I have observed humanity, especially 

young people, untainted by prejudice, display levels of 

compassion and unmerited kind-heartedness exceeding by far 

the predictions and expectations of science and behavioralist; 

ultimately destroying any sort of evolutionary thought, theistic 

or otherwise.  Evolution cannot explain altruistic behaviors.  

Altruistic behaviors are behaviors exhibited out of concern for 

others without regard for self or expectations of reciprocation.  

The ‘survival of the fittest’ mantra of natural selection leaves 

no room for this compassion and concern for the weak and/or 

unlucky.  How does it benefit a young man to stop and help 

two old ladies with car trouble?  What survival edge is gained 

from exposing oneself to harm when we visit the sick and 

infirmed?  Ultimately, in evolution, it all comes down to who 

can survive to pass on genetic information.  Learned behaviors 

can be impressive and complicated, but in evolution all 

behaviors lead to survival.  I watched a starling open the flap 

of an unused dryer vent to take food to its young.  There must 

be thousands of places to build a nest that do not require the 

massive energy expenditure just to get to the nest. The bird 

does a kind of a jump hover while opening a flap and clawing 

for the newly revealed edge so it can crawl inside.  None of 

those other places ensure safety against the weather and 

predators.  None of those places have a higher rate of survival 

than the dryer vent – at least when starlings began using the 

vents.  This learned nesting behavior helps the survival of the 

species.  Altruistic behaviors do not.  In fact, altruism can be 

detrimental to survival, hence sayings like, “No good deed goes 

unpunished.” 

     So where does altruism come from?  Let’s start with 

Genesis 1:26-27 where we learn we are created in the image of 

God.  Our compassion, love and mercy are created within us.  

They are part of who we are and what sets us apart from the 

rest of God’s creation.  Do not mistake a mother bear’s rage 

when she perceives her cubs to be threatened as love.  Her 

actions are about preserving life in her species.  How else can 

you explain the same mother bear ignoring, leaving behind or 

even shunning the cub born with a severe birth defect?  Until 

recently, humanity would never walk away from babies with 

defects.  Actually, the neonatal intensive care unit is all about 

saving babies who would otherwise die.  Evolution cannot 

account for love.  “We love because he first loved us” (1 John 

4:19), indicating the ability exists within us and demonstrating 

love is also a learned behavior we must be taught and 

teach.  Because love exists in all of us, it must be shaped.  Paul 

warns of the love of money in 1 Timothy 6:10 and of 

selfishness in Philippians 2:3; examples of mis-trained love. 

Since love is in us  naturally 

     Since love is in us naturally, but must be molded, the 

ultimate question is, with what love are we shaping the world 

around us?      -jeff 

                                                         



    


