
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
       

         
   

 Serving Our Community 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple- 901-573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901-296-5166 

Bill Murray             901- 476-8587 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Shawn Anderson 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

John Combs 

Grant Edmonds 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

philjeff9@yahoo.com 

OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

   SERVING THIS WEEK   3/29/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:    Brad Evins  

Song Leader:                                    Ken Bringle Jr. 

Sermon:                  David Garner  

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Gary Anderson 

    Reid McMahan, Jimmy McMahan, Donnie Benjamin,  

    Myles Benjamin, Ken Mason, Gordon Cartwright,  

Jerry Blevins, Zach Kidd 

Opening Prayer:           Philip Scrip 

Closing Prayer:                           Cameron Dickey  

 

March Food Committee Leader: Bonita Rogers 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Ken Bringle Jr. 

Opening Prayer:                             Bill Murray 

Closing Prayer:                                    Myles Benjamin 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study  

Song Leader:                         Jedidiah Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                Eric Keith 

Closing Prayer:             Daniel Trimm 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 

Worship  AM   

Worship  PM                            

Wednesday Bible Study            

               

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Using ALL of Your Strength 
A father was watching his young son struggle to lift a heavy rock. The 
little fellow grunted and strained, but couldn’t move it. The father said, 
“Son, are you sure you are using all your strength?” The exhausted boy 
said, “Yes, I am!” The father replied, “No, you are not. You haven’t asked 
me to help you.” 
How true is this illustration! We grunt and struggle with our burdens in 
this earthly life, often forgetting the Father in heaven is always willing 
to aid us. 
Throughout the Bible, God tells us to rely on His strength, and not our 
own. Consider how David proclaimed, “The Lord is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; 
My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold” (Psalm 18:2). 
In times of old, God promised Israel that He would come to their aid in 
times of trouble. The prophet Isaiah recorded the words of God as He 
said, “Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you, Yes, and I will help you, I will uphold you with My 
righteous hand” (Isa. 41:10). 
Under the New Covenant of Jesus Christ, God also encourages us to 
come to Him for help. Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). And since sin is 
our biggest burden (Rom. 3:23; 6:23), we need to come to Jesus, who is 
the only one who can take away our sins (Heb. 9:25-28; John 
14:6).  This happens when we are born again the Bible way: through (1) 
belief in Christ (John 3:16; 8:24), (2) open confession of His name 
(Matt. 10:32-33); (3) repentance (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30-31), and (4) 
baptism in water (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). 
Remember today that “all your strength” includes a loving Father in 
heaven! He’s willing to aid you. Are you willing to cast your burdens 
upon Him, and ask for His help? Do it the Bible way! 

                                               Matt Clifton 
                     BulletinDigest.com 
********************************************************************************* 

All worship assemblies for the week of March 29 have 
been canceled. Sunday, March 29 @ 10:00AM & 
Wednesday, April 1 @ 7:00PM we will be live streaming 
on Facebook provided on the church’s Facebook page. 
**************************************************************************** 

 

mailto:philjeff9@yahoo.com
http://www.covingtoncofc.com/


 
  Mike’s Message 

What About Canceling Worship Services? 
The decision to cancel all church assemblies was a hard one. 

But in the interest of everyone’s health, it was one the elders 

feel was necessary and best for everyone. I see this as an 

expression of love for the church and all others. I appreciate the 

elders for making this difficult decision. Let me explain why. 

I am over 60 years old and have, hypertension, diabetes, and a 

chronic pulmonary disease. While my health issues are 

somewhat managed with daily medications, I understand that 

if contracted, these issues put me at a greater risk of dying from 

this disease. I am not afraid to die. As a matter of fact, I look 

forward to life after death. But no one gets excited about the 

process of dying. There are several others in this congregation 

that suffer from similar conditions; and even worse. We should 

be thankful we have godly men who consider the physical well-

being of the flock as well as our spiritual well-being.  

Most importantly, I know our elders love God and love this 

congregation. I also know, although I was not a part of the 

discussion, their decision to cancel our assemblies was not 

made without much thought and prayer.  

I’m sure there are some who do not approve of this decision. 

But let me try to help resolve the conflict some may have about 

canceling our worship services. Some may consider that if an 

example is a binding command, the church is to assemble on 

the first day of every week to worship God and to edify one 

another (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:17ff; 14:26; 16:1, et al.). If the 

government says we can’t assemble “we must obey God rather 

than men” (Acts 5:29). However, the context of Peter’s 

statement is about teaching in the name of Jesus; not about 

assembling together. Furthermore, even if assembling together 

on the first day of every week is a binding example, there seems 

to be exceptions. The “ox in a well” (Luke 14:5) may be an 

example that fits our situation. Also, this is not a situation that 

qualifies as “forsaking the assembly” (Heb. 10:25). To forsake 

means to not want to assemble. So, if we had rather come 

together but circumstances beyond our control prohibits it, it 

cannot be forsaking the assembly. It is as if you are sick and 

unable to get out. 

Another consideration is that we can still worship. In the age 

of technology, we can join others via television or internet. We 

can sing, pray, study, take the Lord’s Supper, and lay a 

contribution away and present it when we are able to come 

together (cf. 1 Cor. 16:2). What we did this past Sunday on 

Facebook Live was well received, and we were able to worship 

together. Obviously, this is not the same as assembling together 

in one place as one church family, but it does provide an 

opportunity to worship together on the first day of the week. I 

pray this pandemic will end soon and we can assemble in one 

place as we so desire.                                      —Mike Rogers                                                         

 
 

 
Family News 

 
    Beverly Russell 

    Joey Plemmons 

    JoAnn Jenkins 

    Vicky Mayfield—Health problems 

    Nedra Young— Sister of Pat Stephenson  

    Jackie Gatlin—Brother of Bill Gatlin 

    Pam Tankersley—Recovering from surgery 

   Amanda Cothran—Mother of Courtney Watkins 

   Alfred Shankle 

   Freddie Posey 

Coronavirus pandemic, Tornado victims in Tennessee. 

Also remember Pat Armstrong, Reba Arwood, Sonny 

Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Linda Beard, Rodger Beasley, 

Don Blackwell, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary 

Bowie, Cleo Burch, Stephen Carlton, Al Chaney, Cindy 

Clark, Kenneth Coulston, Buddy Coats, Bobbie Deen, 

Shelley Dickey, Jane Dowell, Josephine Draine, Vince 

Ellard, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, John Evans, Robert 

Evans, Wesley Fowler, Jason Elliott, Bonnie Glass, 

Houston Hall, Liz Huffman, Jackson Hughey, Dara 

Keeton, Darryl Kidd, Nellene Kidd, Maggie Koury, 

Shelley Krieger, Lucy Krull, Shirley Laxton, Sammy 

McDivitt, Paula McLean, Patty Prince, Mike Reynolds, 

Craig Robinson, Steve Rogers, Keith Ryder, Matt Sallee, 

Brandon Scott, Sherry Scott, Albert Scrip, Delores Smith, 

Tonya Stanley, Sue Stidham, Julia Strange, Drew 

Tankersley, Maddie Taylor, Brad Warmath, Paige 

Warmath, Larry Whaley I, Larry WhaleyII, Otis White, 

Carla Whitis, Cynthia Wilson 

NURSING HOME  
 Covington Care: Otis Poole 

       MILITARY  

       Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris Nowak, 

Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jacob Sampson, Parker 

Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

        SYMPATHY 

        We extend our deepest sympathy to Myra Ellis & family   

        in the death of her mother, Sallie Meredith; and to                  

        Kathy McMahan & family in the death of her mother,   

        Jean McIntyre. 

BAPTISM   

Joey Cox was baptized into Christ, Wednesday, March 25. 

We rejoice with him and the angels in heaven! 

 

            
           Calendar of Events 

    Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings, 10AM 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Wednesday mornings, 6AM 

 MARCH YOUTH EVENTS  

15-28—Spring Break 

The beautiful china cabinet and chairs that are 
located in the hallway across from the office 
are from the John Dickey Estate. 
******************************************* 

*Lads to Leaders Convention has been canceled  
*Vacation Bible School, May 31-June 3 
*Evangelism Seminar, June 12-13 
******************************************* 
BIRTHDAYS   MARCH 29-APRIL 4 

 
8—Michael Plemmons 

26—Joey Plemmons 

31—Linda Kimbrough 

ANNIVERSARIES 
29—James & Kristen Dietel 

APRIL 

4—Parker Speight, Chloe Kramer 

A LITTLE FAITH IN A GREAT GOD 

A woman was known for her simple faith, her faithfulness 

in Christian stewardship, and her peace and composure in 

the face of great difficulties. A stranger sought her out and 

asked, “Are you the woman with the great faith?” “No,” she 

replied, ‘I am the person with a little faith in a great God.” 

We may have faith in ourselves and fail, or faith in another 

person and be disappointed. But when our faith is centered 

in God, we can rest assured that everything will be all right. 

God will not disappoint us or let us down if we are 

attempting to do His will in our lives.                               

Bulletin Digest                                                via North Marshall Messenger                                                                                               

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  MARCH  29-APRIL 4 
29   Lk. 4:16-44          Deut. 28-29 
30- Lk. 5:1-16             Deut. 30-31 
31- Lk. 5:17-39           Deut. 32 

1 – Lk. 6: 1-26            Deut. 33-34 

2 – Lk. 6:27-49           Jos. 1-4   

3 – Lk. 7:1-17             Jos. 5-7 

4 – Lk. 7:18-50           Jos. 8-9  

 

   

  The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
  The chickens fed over by the old well house seemingly 

oblivious to the peril and impending doom approaching – 

but they weren’t.  As the lone coyote made his slow 

approach, the chickens exchanged casual glances at each 

other and in his direction.  No alarm was sounded.  Feeding 

went on gleefully and uninterrupted.  There can be only one 

explanation as to what was going on in the minds of those 

silly chickens.  Clearly, what they saw approaching was 

nothing more than a sheep in wolves clothing!  Why else 

wouldn’t they run?  Why else wouldn’t they sound the alarm 

as danger approached and one would surely lose its life to 

the hungry predator?  It seems silly and yet sometimes our 

approach to sin is similar as we make excuses and justify its 

presence and proximity in our lives.  Somehow we have 

taken verses like 1 John 1:8, “If we say we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us”; James 3:2, 

“For we all stumble in many ways” and  Romans 3:23, “For 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” to mean 

we must sin.  It often seems we adopted the “can’t beat ‘em, 

join ‘em” attitude towards sin.  Let’s take a moment to 

remember though our Lord and Savior came to we could 

change and turn our focus to verses than give us the 

encouragement and power to overcome sin.  Romans 6:1, 

“How can we who died to sin still live in it?”  1 Peter 2:24, 

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 

might die to sin and live to righteousness.” 1John 2:1, “My 

little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 

may not sin.”  Further let us remember the image the Bible 

gives us about Satan; 1 Peter 5:8, “Your adversary the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour.”  Remember too Jesus’ admonishment to Peter 

before his arrest, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded 

to have you, that he might sift you like wheat (Luke 22:31).  

I don’t know about you but that sounds painful.  The Bible 

also describes Satan as a deceiver (Revelation 12:9) and 

cautions us to be ready, putting on the whole armor of God 

to withstand his schemes (Ephesians 6:10).  Paul cautions, 

“give no opportunity to the devil” (Ephesians 

4:27).  Running from the devil doesn’t make you a chicken; 

not recognizing danger and acting accordingly does!  

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and 

he will flee from you. Draw near to God and he will draw 

near to you” (James 4:7-8). 
                                                       -jeff 

 


