
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
       

         
   

 Serving Our Community 

for the Glory of God 

 

 

C
o

vin
g
to

n
 C

h
u

rch
 o

f C
h

rist 
1

6
9

0
 H

igh
w

ay 5
1

 So
u

th
 – P

O
 B

o
x 9

 

C
o

vin
gto

n
, TN

 3
8

0
1

9
 

 

S
ch

ed
u

le o
f S

ervices 
S

U
N

D
A

Y
 

B
ib

le C
lasses 9

:0
0

A
M

 
W

o
rsh

ip
, 1

0
:0

0
A

M
  

&
 5

:3
0

P
M

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                     W

ED
N

ESD
A

Y
 

B
ib

le C
lasses 7

:0
0

 P
M

 
                                                                                                                                          

 

SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple- 901-573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901-296-5166 

Bill Murray             901- 476-8587 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Shawn Anderson 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

John Combs 

Grant Edmonds 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

philjeff9@yahoo.com 

OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

churchofchrist.covingtontn@comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

   SERVING THIS WEEK   3/15/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:    Brad Evins  

Song Leader:                                    John Combs 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers  

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Gary Anderson 

    Reid McMahan, Jimmy McMahan, Donnie Benjamin,  

    Myles Benjamin, Ken Mason, Gordon Cartwright,  

Jerry Blevins, Zach Kidd 

Opening Prayer:           Wayne Dalrymple  

Closing Prayer:                           Clint Stacks  

 

March Food Committee Leader: Bonita Rogers 

Nursery Worker: Rachel Dickey 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     John Combs 

Opening Prayer:                             Jeff Phillips 

Closing Prayer:                                    Craig Robinson 

Sermon:                 Mike Rogers  

 

Mid-Week Bible Study March 18 

Song Leader:                         Jedidiah Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                Eric Keith 

Closing Prayer:             Daniel Trimm 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 162 

Worship  AM                              232 

                 PM                    157 

Wednesday Bible Study              162 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
Brooke Bridges   Atoka, TN 

Evie Word   Memphis, TN 

Jim & Cathy Corder  Brentwood, TN 

Shelvie Rose   Covington, TN 

Levi & Zoe Bridges  Searcy, AR 

Marcus Hayes 

  

   

 

 

 

The Missing Sponge 
A surgeon was very selective with the people he wanted to work 
with. It was the first day on the job for a young nurse and the surgeon 
decided to issue a test. As the young nurse assisted the surgeon 
during a procedure, she noticed a problem. “You’ve only removed 
eleven sponges, doctor,” she said to the surgeon. “We used twelve.” 
“l removed them all,” the doctor declared. “We‘ll close the incision 
now.” “No,” the nurse objected. “We used twelve sponges.” “l’ll take 
full responsibility,” the surgeon said grimly. “Suture!” The surgeon 
smiled, lifted his foot, and showed the nurse the twelfth sponge, and 
said, “You’ll do.” It can be difficult to stand up for what is right, 
especially when we meet resistance. As for the young nurse, she was 
willing to risk disapproval and possibly even her job to stand up for 
what was right. Thankfully, she was working for a person who also 
valued integrity. It takes courage to expose ourselves and come under 
the heat of the spot light. In John 12:42-43, we see some people who 
weren’t willing to stand out, “Nevertheless many even of the rulers 
believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not 
confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 
for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.” 
Which do we love more, God’s approval or man’s? It feels really good 
when people like us, praise us, and agree with us. Many people are 
even willing to sacrifice their morals and ethics in order to lay low and 
run with the crowd. It can be scary to be disliked, made fun of, and 
disagreed with, it can be hard to stand up for honesty and integrity as 
Christians, especially when those around us do not. Moses told 
Joshua before his death, “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid 
or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with 
you. He will not fail you or forsake you” (Deuteronomy 31:6). People 
may dislike or disagree with us, but there is only one approval that 
really matters anyway, God’s. When we stand with God, God will 
stand with us. Therefore, no matter what other people may think, 
let’s be courageous Christians and pursue God’s approval above all 
others.                                                                      corrected          Brett Petrillo   Calvert City, KY 
BulletinDigest. com                                                                                
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Mike’s Message 
Testing the Spirits 

Chapter 4:1-6 
In the previous chapter, John has shown how to distinguish 

between a child of God and a child of the devil (3:1-24). In 

chapter 4 verses 1 through 6, John is showing how to 

distinguish between the “spirit of truth and the spirit of 

error” (4:6).  
John begins by warning these brethren, “do not believe 

every spirit . . . because false prophets have gone out into 

the world” (4:1, 3b). John calls these “false prophets” (4:1), 

liars (2:22), and warns that they are “trying to deceive you” 

(2:26).  
For this reason, John instructs his readers to “test the spirits 

to see whether they are from God” (4:1). John declares that 

the way one can tell if one has the Spirit of God abiding in 

him is to “listen” to what he says (4:5, 6). “Every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 

God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 

God” (4:2-3a; cf. 2:22). Those who deny that Jesus is the 

Christ and that He is the Son of God (4:3; cf. 2:22-23) are 

liars (2:22), deceivers (2:26; 3:7), and “false prophets” 

(4:1). John identifies them as “the antichrist” (4:3; cf. 2:18, 

22).  
John then reminds his readers, “You are from God, little 

children, and have overcome them; because greater is He 

who is in you than he who is in the world” (4:4). Being from 

God and having the Spirit of God in them gives them the 

victory over the antichrist. To “overcome” (be victorious) 

means that the world has no power over them because 

through faith, and conviction in truth, they were born of God 

and keeps His commandments (see 1 John 5:4-5). Those 

who have the Spirit of God in them know the difference in 

truth and error because of the anointing they received from 

the Holy One (see 2:20, 27). They had the truth (see 2:27); 

and they had confidence in knowing they had eternal life                                                                                      

(2:28-29; 5:13).                                                                              
John closes declaring, “We are from God. Whoever knows 

God listens to us” (4:6a). “We” and “us” may refer to the 

apostles. However, it may also include all those who have 

the spirit of truth and have overcome the antichrist. 

Therefore, John declares that He who knows God, listens to 

the truth rather than the liars i.e. false prophets who are 

trying to deceive them. 
This is how one discerns the Spirit of God. If one listens to 

the truth that Jesus came in the flesh and is God’s Son, he is 

from God (4:2, 6). If one refuses to listen to the truth, he is 

from the world (4:3, 6). “By this we know the spirit of truth 

and the spirit of error” (4:6).              --Mike Rogers 

 

Family News 
    Roberta O’Brien—Covington Care 

    John Evans—Recovering from surgery 

    Larry Whaley II— Methodist Germantown 

    Shirley Laxton—Home 

    Matt Sallee—Health problems 

    Alfred Shankle 

    Sue Stidham—Mother of Teri Robinson, recovering 

    from surgery 

    Vicky Mayfield—Health problems 

    Craig Robinson—Health problems 

Johnston family in the loss of their loved one, Michelle 

Johnston, Tornado victims in Tennessee. Also remember 

Pat Armstrong, Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne 

Baxter, Linda Beard, Sharon Beaird, Rodger Beasley, Don 

Blackwell, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary Bowie, 

Cleo Burch, Stephen Carlton, Al Chaney, Cindy Clark, 

Amanda Cothran  Kenneth Coulston, Buddy Coats, Bobbie 

Deen, Shelley Dickey, Jane Dowell, Josephine Draine, 

Vince Ellard, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, Robert Evans, 

Wesley Fowler, Jason Elliott, Jackie Gatlin, Bonnie Glass, 

Houston Hall, Liz Huffman, Jackson Hughey, Dara 

Keeton, Darryl Kidd, Nellene Kidd, Maggie Koury, 

Shelley Krieger, Lucy Krull, Brooke Mathis & baby, 

Sammy McDivitt, Jean McIntyre, Paula McLean, Patty 

Prince, Mike Reynolds, Steve Rogers, Beverly Russell, 

Keith Ryder, Brandon Scott, Sherry Scott, Albert Scrip, 

Delores Smith, Tonya Stanley, Julia Strange, Drew 

Tankersley, Maddie Taylor, Brad Warmath, Paige 

Warmath, Larry Whaley I, Otis White, Carla Whitis, 

Cynthia Wilson, Nedra Young 

NURSING HOME  Covington Care: Otis Poole 

       MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Leon, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris 

Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jacob Sampson, 

Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

       WEDDING BELLS 

          
Congratulations to Adam & Kaci (Renfroe) Billings who 

were united in marriage, Wednesday, March 4!  

NEW MEMBER We welcome Myra Ellis to our family at 

Covington. Her address is 1675 Beaver Creek Rd., 

Brighton, TN. 38011; Ph. (901) 517-1231. 

DIRECTORY UPDATE  Laura Craft-751 Barnett Hall Rd., 

Covington, TN. 38019; Ph. 901-486-439 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Alan & Cindy Clark in 

the death of their friend, Sondra South. 

               Calendar of Events 
15—Devotional at Covington Care,4PM 

        Deacon’s Meeting, 4:30PM 
25—Devotional/Worship in song 

28—Birthday Party at River Terrace, 2PM 

*********************************************** 

 
Everyone is invited to a Potluck Meal, Sunday, March 

15 following the PM Worship Service.  
*********************************************** 

Sunday Servants will meet Sunday nights in the 

Fellowship Room following the Worship Service.    
Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings, 10AM 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Wednesday mornings, 6AM 

*We need the following items for Backpack for Kids:  

Single Serve Ramen Noodles, Single Serve Macaroni & 

Cheese, & Fruit Cups. Please put them in Classroom 2. 

Thanks so much! 

MARCH YOUTH EVENTS  

 
14—Mid-America Youth Rally, Dexter, MO. 
22-28—Spring Break 
29—Devotional 
******************************************* 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 *Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 4, 2PM at the   
  building. Please bring 12 prefilled eggs, desserts,  
  and snacks. 
*Lads to Leaders Dress Rehearsal, April 8 
*Lads to Leaders, April 9-12 
*Vacation Bible School, May 31-June 3 
*Evangelism Seminar, June 12-13 
******************************************* 
BIRTHDAYS   MARCH 15-21 

18—Gary Anderson, Alexis Matlock, Nolan Carter 

20—Chip Gordon 

ANNIVERSARIES 

21—Ron & Gale Sutton 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE  MARCH  15-21 
15 – Mk. 14:1-21      Num. 32-33 

16 – Mk. 14: 22-52    Num. 34-35 

17–  Mk. 14:53-72      Num. 36 

18–  Mk. 15:1-20       Deut. 1-2 

19 – Mk. 15:21-47 Deut. 3-4 

20 – Mk. 16                           Deut. 5-6 

21—Luke 1:1-25            Deut. 7-9 

The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
Several years ago, I stood aghast in front of the school and 

watched a father, no - a man - actually, upon further 

contemplation, this was simply a male taxonomically 

classified as Homo sapiens.  He sat in his car berating his 

child, demanding the boy get out and go to school.  The 

child was sitting in the front seat of a smoking, beat up, four-

door, multi colored rust bucket on three mismatched tires 

and a spare whose seats and carpets were more black with 

stains than their original color, which might have been blue 

if I were guessing.  He was crying.  He was scared.  He was 

throwing a fit.  He didn’t want to go to school.  Eventually, 

I asked the father if I should pick the child up and remove 

him from the vehicle.  I will not write his response, but 

suffice it to say he meant, “Yes please, I would greatly 

appreciate your assistance in this matter.”  I later learned the 

first visit to school was similar but worse.  I am certain DHS 

was involved.  I have thought often (but not kindly) about 

this Homo sapiens and what it must be like to be a child 

under his care and guidance.  More recently, I was called to 

encourage another young man to get out and come to 

school.  He didn’t want to go to school either.  This time the 

father was calmly, gently pleading and bargaining to no 

avail.  Teachers and assistants were called to help but the 

situation worsened.  Not with the father, he was very calm; 

at wits end – but calm.  The child spiraled downhill, he was 

crying, he was possibly scared, surely throwing a fit.  He 

didn’t want to go to school.  The father never raised his 

voice or lost his cool.  In the end, the father stated he could 

not bear to see his child like this and ended up taking the 

child away.  He would be late for work – again, but maybe 

he could find someone to stay with him until other 

arrangements could be made.  As they drove away, I 

remembered my first “kicker and screamer” and how he was 

handled and I could not help but wonder, which one was 

helping his kid the most.  To be honest, I do not know either 

situation but I must admit I made judgements on the first 

father unfairly because of what I saw and heard.  I am not 

justifying his methods.  Frankly, I am pretty sure he had 

no method and had no idea what he was doing as a parent, 

but there is no excuse.  The proverb says, “train up a child” 

(Proverbs 22:6) which implies we direct and discipline our 

children not simply give them everything they want.  Even 

the Rolling Stones figured that out.  Disappointments are a 

part of this life. We need to teach our kids how to deal 

appropriately with them.  More importantly though, we 

need to teach them about the life that is to come making sure 

we are “bringing them up in the discipline and instruction 

of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).                                     -jeff 
  

 


