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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 SERVING THIS WEEK  12/6/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Brad Evins 

Song Leader:                                    David Garner 

Opening Prayer:     Benny Collins 

Closing Prayer:       Jim Edmonds 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Clint Smith 

 

Nursery Worker: Jacque Trimm 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                 David Garner 

Opening Prayer:                         Grant Edmonds  

Closing Prayer:                                 David Keith 

Sermon:                                Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (December 9) 

Song Leader:                         Nick Maness 

Opening Prayer:                Austin Phillips 

Closing Prayer:             Jedidiah Phillips 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes             122          

Worship AM                                             151                                                     
                PM                                  130          

Wednesday Bible Study                  93 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
Piper Davis   Germantown, TN  

Jamie Roethlisberg  Atoka, TN 

Carolyn Prater   Munford, TN 

McCain family    Brighton, TN 

Kozy Hubbard 

Jacob Sullins 

Colby Turner  

 

 

 

 

 

Before… 

You speak an unkind word about someone, think of someone who can’t 

speak. 

You complain about the taste of your food, think of someone who has 

nothing to eat. 

You complain about your husband or wife, think of someone who’s 

crying out to God for a companion or think of someone who just lost 

their companion. 

You complain about the daily grind of life, think of someone who has 

already left this earth. 

You complain about your children, think of someone who desires 

children but are barren. 

You start whining about the distance you must drive to work, to church, 

etc., think of someone who walks the same distance daily with their 

feet. 

You start complaining about your job, think of the unemployed, the 

disabled, and those who wished they had your job. 

You think of pointing your finger or condemning another person, 

remember that not one of us is without sin and all of us will answer to 

God. 

Depressing thoughts get you down, put a smile on your face and thank 

God you’re alive and still kicking! 

Life is a gift 

Live it… 

Enjoy it… 

Celebrate it.. 

And fulfill it. 
                                                                   via North Marshall Messenger 

 
 
 

mailto:rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com
http://www.covingtoncofc.com/


 Mike’s Message 
What Must I Do To Be Saved: Baptism 

We have presented lessons on the essentiality of hearing 

who Jesus is and what Jesus did, believing in the heart that 

Jesus is who He is and did what He did, repenting of and 

confessing our sins, and confessing that Jesus is the Son of 

God and our Lord. Would you not agree that even though 

there is not a single passage that includes all of these 

requirements together, that we must still apply them all 

equally? Could we choose to leave one, or three out and still 

be saved? Which one (s) could you leave out? You cannot 

leave out hearing because without that you would not know 

what to do to be saved. You cannot leave out believing 

because if you do not believe you do not care to be saved. 

You cannot leave out repenting because without repenting 

you would not turn to God and be saved. You cannot leave 

out confessing because without confessing you would not 

admit to being a sinner in need of salvation; neither would 

you declare and acknowledge who Jesus is and what He did. 

However, in all of the scriptures that discuss these points 

before one enters into a state of salvation nothing is said 

about forgiveness.  
And, if one cannot be saved without being forgiven, why 

would anyone think he could be forgiven, simply by 

hearing, believing, repenting and confessing? So, while I 

admit that one cannot be saved without hearing, believing, 

repenting, and confessing there must be another equally 

important step required for salvation. Let us examine what 

the Bible says one must do to be forgiven of sins. 
Peter declares, “Repent and each of you be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 

2:38). Every Greek grammarian agrees that the word that 

translates “for” means into, unto, or to obtain. Therefore, 

one is baptized into forgiveness. If one is baptized into 

forgiveness, he could not have been forgiven prior to 

baptism. Furthermore, in defending himself before the Jews 

in Damascus, Paul repeated the instructions from Ananias 

who said, “Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins 

. . .” (Acts 22:16). Notice again that the cleansing of sins 

does not precede baptism! When one is baptized, he obtains 

forgiveness of his sins. If one cannot be saved in sin (see 

Rom. 6:23), and baptism frees one from sin (Rom. 6:1-7), 

how can anyone be saved without being baptized? 

Furthermore, you will notice that baptism is mentioned in 

the context of confessing (Matt. 3:6), believing (Acts 8:37-

38), and repenting (Acts 2:38). Baptism, then, is just as 

essential for salvation as the other requirements. 

                  --Mike Rogers 

    
 

Prayer List 

 

 

Vicky Mayfield—Recovering from a fall 

Susan Mason—Recovering from surgery  

Wesley Fowler—Recovering from surgery 

Al Chaney 

Kathy Townsend—Daughter of Judy McCool, recovering 

from surgery 

Charles Richardson—Recovering from surgery 

Zachary Lawrence 

Mike Pegg—Step-dad of Heath Billings 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Seagrave family in 

the loss of their loved one, Marlyn Seagrave. Also 

remember Pat Armstrong, Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, 

LaVerne Baxter, Bob Bennett, Barry Bolding, Albert 

Boling, Gary Bowie, Richard Bryant, Jack Burris, Cindy 

Clark, Barbara Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, 

Shelley Dickey, Amy Easley, Jason Elliott, Joan Erwin, 

Melvin Escue, Mrs. Galaway, Bonnie Glass, Catherine 

Glenn, Steve Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Desrah 

Johnson, Nellene Kidd, Wayne Kidd, Lucy Krull, Shirley 

Laxton, Sandra Mallard, Vicky Mayfield, Tyler Middleton, 

Alice Moon, Christine Otts, Thomas Pittman, Beverly 

Russell, Tonya Stanley, Brad and Paige Warmath, Shirley 

Weir, Joyce Whaley, Larry Whaley II, Nedra Young 

NURSING HOME  Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Leon, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie 

Newbill, Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, 

Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa 

Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Donnie Benjamin & 

family in the death of his mother, Lois Benjamin; to Rita 

Benjamin & family in the death of her cousin, Bettie 

Rhoads; and to Brenda Mason & family in the death of her 

sister-in-law, Bonnie Henson. 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   DECEMBER  6-12                                       

6 –  2 Peter 2  Eze. 42-44 

7 –  2 Peter 3  Eze. 45-46 

8 –  1 John 1  Eze. 47-48 

9 –  1 John 2  Dan. 1-2 

10 - 1 John 3  Dan. 3-4 

11 - 1 John 4  Dan. 5-6 

12 - 1 John 5  Dan. 7-9  

Calendar of Events 
  DECEMBER  EVENTS 

  * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after service                           

  * Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings at 10:00   

 
*Sunday, December 6th, Ladies Christmas Party 

Sock Exchange at the building, following the PM 

Worship Service. Buy a pair of Christmas socks, fill 

them with goodies and tie together with a bow. Bring 

finger foods & socks and come join the fun!! 

*You may have noticed the tables that are set up in the 

lobby with Snowmen & Christmas trees. The names on 

them are children from the Carl Perkin’s Center for the 

Prevention of Child Abuse, and a list of items (clothes, 

toys, etc.)  they would like to receive. Please pick up a 

tree or snowman, sign your name on the corresponding 

sheet and return with your gift by Sunday, December 6. 

                                                                         Thank you                                                                      

*Senior Saints Banquet, Tuesday, December 8th. 

Sign up sheet is on the table by the Nursery. 

DECEMBER YOUTH EVENTS 

 
8—Senior Saints Banquet, 6PM 

13—CIA Christmas after AM Worship Service 

        MS/HS Christmas after PM Worship Service 

18—1/2 Day School’s Out/Christmas Break    

        begins 

25—Christmas Day 

AREA EVENT 

December 5-6—Creation Evidences at Gilt Edge Church 

of Christ, Speaker: Kyle Butt; Apologetics Press, 

Saturday-6PM, 7PM, Sunday-9AM, 10AM & 11AM 

BIRTHDAYS  DECEMBER  6-12 

 
6—Chloe Glidewell  

7—Ginger Sallee, Randy Creel 

8—Helen Kennedy 

9—Robert Trimm, Jacob Parson 

12—Ron Sutton 

 

The Carpenter’s Apprentice 

For the last couple of weeks, the house has generally smelled 

exceptionally good.  Jennifer cooks a lot but this time of year 

she spends a little more time in and around the kitchen 

preparing for the various celebrations and gatherings 

associated with the holiday season.  Having been blessed with 

a mother, aunts and grandmothers who spent a lot of time in 

the kitchen, she developed a love for cooking and as my girth 

will attest, is quite talented.  Much of what she makes, she 

makes from scratch.  We don’t hear the term “made from 

scratch” very often.  It means, in the kitchen, to start with the 

most basic ingredients.  Betty Crocker, Duncan Hines and 

Pillsbury have made baking cakes and brownies easy and Aunt 

Jemima makes pancakes a breeze; just add water and stir.  The 

term has its roots in foot racing according to Miriam 

Webster.  A race typically begins with all the runners behind a 

line scratched in the dirt, hence the term starting from scratch 

with no one getting a head start.   Truth be told, we don’t do 

much from scratch anymore in the kitchen or anywhere 

else.  The hardware store is filled with gadgets and jigs to make 

life easier and work more efficient.  For almost everything 

there is an app you can load to your cell phone or computer to 

solve or help with life’s most challenging tasks. Even 

spiritually, life has been made relatively easy for most 

people.  Like Timothy, parents and grandparents have paved 

the way to faith for many of us (2 Timothy 1:5).  One might 

even argue the existence of denominations is the result of 

simplifying the “recipe” for salvation, providing all the 

necessary ingredients in one handy package; just add water – 

or not – or sprinkle it on – or maybe just hold the box you don’t 

actually have to make it; just hold on to the box – or maybe just 

keep it in the pantry on the shelf – but put it in the front so 

people who happen to look will see you know how to cook - I 

mean that you’re a Christian.  Nevermind. Maybe we need to 

go back to the scratch line every once in a while.  Don’t get me 

wrong, head starts and shortcuts are nice.  However, more and 

more I meet people who are spiritually starting from scratch 

and handing them a “boxed religion” is simply not the 

answer.  We need to develop an understanding for how the 

ingredients work together to make something that’s not just 

palatable but something truly remarkable and scrumptious. 

 Made from scratch is not always better.  In a perfect world, 

absolutely - but in reality, salt and sugar look the same and 

there is a measured difference in “T” and “t”.  One taste and it 

is obvious what is missing or what there is too much of.  One 

taste and we can see what needs to be corrected.  Starting from 

scratch spiritually means starting with the Bible.  As we 

approach the new year, let’s commit to working harder in the 

spiritual kitchen.                                                          

                                                                                                -jeff 


