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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 SERVING THIS WEEK  12/27/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Brad Evins 

Song Leader:                                    Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:     Phillip Scrip 

Closing Prayer:       Cameron Dickey 

Sermon:                  Jeff Phillips 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  Clint Smith 

Nursery Worker: Christie Coughlan 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                 Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                         George Watkins  

Closing Prayer:                                Jimmy McMahan 

Sermon:                               Jeff Phillips 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (December 30) 

Song Leader:                         Nick Maness 

Opening Prayer:                Gordon Cartwright 

Closing Prayer:             Andrew Evans 

Speaker:          Jeff Phillips 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                           127          

Worship AM                                              163                                                    
                PM                                  110          

Wednesday Bible Study                 143 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
Piper Davis   Germantown, TN  

Michael & Susie Wyatt  Covington, TN 

Terri Barber   Cemterville, TN 

Carolyn Prater   Munford, TN 

Gail Newbill   Atoka, TN 

McCain family    Brighton, TN 

Chasse Clark   Benton, KY 

Jill Bates   Atoka, TN 

Lewis Bates   Atoka, TN 

Amos, Lydia, Isaiah Elliott              Henderson, TN 

Noah & Kyley Mason   

Emma Hendrix 

Leslie Howard 
  

 

 

 

 

 

PROBLEMS - WORRY -AND LIFE 

Life has its ups and downs. Things do not always come up “rosy.” At times 

there are burdens to be borne. Job 14:1 says a lot “Man who is born of 

woman is of few days and full of trouble.” So, what are we to do? Throw up 

our hands and quit? NO!! I clipped the following from the Dover, AR bulletin in 

a column entitled “Lines for Ladies” by Pat McAllister. It contains a lot of 

wisdom. Read with discernment 

➢ Thou shalt not worry, for worry is the most unproductive human 
activity. 

➢ Thou shalt not be fearful, for most things we fear never come to pass. 
➢ Thou shalt not cross bridges before you come to them, for no one has 

yet succeeded in doing this. 
➢ Thou shalt face each problem as it comes, you can only handle one at 

a time anyway. 
➢ Thou shalt not take problems to bed with you, they make very poor 

bedfellows. 
➢ Thou shalt not borrow other people’s problems; they can care for 

them better than you. 
➢ Thou shalt not try to relive yesterday for good or ill; it is forever gone. 
➢ Thou shalt not become bogged down by frustration, for 90% of it is 

rooted in self-pity and will interfere with positive actions. 
➢ Thou shalt count thy blessings, never overlooking the small ones; a lot 

of small blessings add up to a very big one, indeed. 
 

Did you read with discernment? You didn’t! Then go back and read them 

again. Jesus gave the same advice, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow 

for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own 

trouble” (Matthew 6:34). And always remember Paul’s solution for life, “I can 

do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). 

via The Lakeside Messenger                                                                                          Carroll Sites                                               
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Mike’s Message 
Faith for 2021 

Faith is expressed, not simply in words, but in actions. 

James declares, “What use is it, my brethren, if someone 

says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save 

him” (James 2:14)? Faith that is not seen is an unprofitable 

faith. However, one’s actions are determined by his 

attitude. Therefore, proper faith motivates proper attitude. 

In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, the writer uses at least 

seventeen different characters to show the attitudes that 

proper faith stimulates. We will preview three of them in 

this article. 

First, Cain and Abel offered sacrifices to God (Genesis 4:3-

8; Heb. 11:4). Abel’s sacrifice was accepted by God; Cain’s 

was not. What distinguished Abel’s offering from Cain’s is 

that Abel offered the first and the best of his flock (Gen. 4:4) 

and, he offered it “by faith” (Heb. 11:4). Cain did not. So, 

we know what distinguished Abel’s offering from Cain’s is 

his attitude. Abel’s attitude was, “I’ll just give my best and 

trust God with the rest.” 
The Attitude of Noah (Heb. 11:7; Gen. 6:8-18). Noah had 

never seen a flood, yet God told Noah to build an ark to save 

him from a world flood. There is no indication that Noah 

questioned God, or that he doubted God. Noah found favor 

with God, because he trusted God. What distinguished Noah 

from the world was his attitude: “I’ll just do it.”  
The Attitude of Abraham (Heb. 11:8-10; Gen. 12:1-3). 

Abraham left his home not knowing where he was going 

simply because God told him to. He never again owned a 

home. He lived in tents looking for a city with eternal 

foundations. His attitude was: “this world is not my home.” 

Furthermore, all through his life, God tested Abraham’s 

faith (Heb. 11: 17-19; Gen. 22:1-14). When he called 

Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice, there is no 

indication that Abraham questioned God. As a matter of 

fact, Abraham trusted God to raise his son from the dead, if 

necessary, to keep his promise (Heb. 11:19). Abraham’s 

faith was expressed when Isaac questioned him: “Behold, 

the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 

offering?” and Abraham responded, “God will provide for 

himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son” (Gen. 22:7-

8). Abraham’s faith motivated the attitude: “God will 

provide.”  
As you face a new year, may your faith promote an attitude 

that moves you to do the best your best and trust God for 

the rest. May your faith stimulate an attitude that drives you 

to do what God desires even when you don’t fully 

understand. May your faith encourage an attitude that forces 

you to look forward to your eternal home and trust God to 

provide all you need.                   –Mike Rogers                                                                 

 

Prayer List 

Wesley Fowler—Home, recovering from surgery  

Kathy Townsend—Daughter of Judy McCool, recovering 

from surgery 

Danny Russell—Brother of Judy Randolph, recovering 

from surgery 

Marjorie Murgittroyd—Aunt of Leslie Howard 

Beverly Cannon Lattimore—Sister-in-law of Mickie 

Cannon, recovering from surgery 

Carolyn Hughes 

Marilyn Lunsford 

Mark Posey 

Lonnie Bryant—Brother of Carolyn Whaley, recovering 

from surgery 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Bruce family in the 

loss of their loved one; Wrather family in the loss of their 

loved one, Dr. Roy Wrather. Also remember Pat 

Armstrong, Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne 

Baxter, Bob Bennett, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary 

Bowie, Richard Bryant, Jack Burris, Cindy Clark, Barbara 

Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie Deen, Shelley 

Dickey, Jason Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin Escue, Mrs. 

Galaway, Bonnie Glass, Catherine Glenn, Steve 

Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Desrah Johnson, Nellene 

Kidd, Wayne Kidd, Lucy Krull, Zachary Lawrence, 

Shirley Laxton, Sandra Mallard, Vicky Mayfield, Tyler 

Middleton, Alice Moon, Christine Otts, Thomas Pittman, 

Charles Richardson, Beverly Russell, Tonya Stanley, Brad 

and Paige Warmath, Shirley Weir, Joyce Whaley, Larry 

Whaley II, Nedra Young 

NURSING HOME:  Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY:  Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major 

Creel, Steven Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana 

Leon, Tanner Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie 

Newbill, Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, 

Jackson Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa 

Stacks, Jessica Whaley  

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the Swaub family in 

the death of Lillian Swaub, mother of Linda Kimbrough’s 

daughter-in-law; and to Heath Billings in the death of his 

brother-in-law’s dad, Mike Rose. 

*********************************************** 

A BIG thank you is given to Cindy Scott for painting the 

pictures of the church buildings hanging in the hall by 

the church office, and to Bill and Carolyn Murray for 

framing and hanging the pictures. Also, thanks to Bill 

and Carolyn for the pictures hanging in the office area. 

If you haven’t seen these pictures go by and look. 

*********************************************** 

 

Calendar of Events 
  DECEMBER EVENTS 

 

  * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after  

     service                           

  * Ladies Bible Class will not meet until Tuesday,  

    January 5@10:00.  

Holiday Schedule 
The church office will be closed Thursday, 

December 24th, Friday, December 25th, Monday, 

December 28th, Thursday, December 31st & 

Friday, January 1st.  
DECEMBER YOUTH EVENTS 

25—Christmas Day 

BIRTHDAYS DECEMBER  27-JANUARY 2 

 
28—Cammy Evans, Justin Harrell, Miranda Hobson 

29—David Keith 

30—Larry Coughlan 

31—Barney Locke 

ANNIVERSARIES 

28—Jerry & Kay Gatlin, Jeff & Jennifer Phillips 

31—Perry & Sheila Pena 

 

 

 

BIBLE READING SCHEDULE   DEC.  27-JAN. 2  
December 

27–   Rev. 17  Hagg. 1-2  

28–   Rev. 18  Zec. 1-5 

29–   Rev. 19  Zec. 6-8 

30 -   Rev. 20-22              Zec. 9-14   

31     Malachi 1-4 

New Bible Reading Schedule for 2021 
We will read through the Old Testament then the 
New Testament. 

January 

1–     Gen. 1-3    

2–     Gen. 4-6         

The Carpenter’s Apprentice 
As I continue to study and read on the do’s and don’ts of 

trapping, one author cautioned, you must be ready to finish the 

job.  He said if you can’t finish the job, do not start 

trapping.  None of the videos I watched (except for the one with 

the skunk) showed exactly how the trappers dispatched their 

catch, but several showed snippets of animals caught in the 

traps.  Trap technology has been advanced through the years to 

make traps as humane as possible.  Those designed to hold, 

hold firmly but do not permanently harm the animal 

caught.  Seeing the trapped animals reminded me of a time 

when my father and I were walking in the Mark Twain National 

Forest near my grandparent’s farm.  One of Grandpa’s dogs 

trailing us began howling and yelping.  He’d found a leg trap – 

with his leg.  This has been over forty years ago and I am pretty 

sure some of the more painless advancements in trapping were 

still being developed but had not been implemented on this 

particular trap.  I am certain there was at least a little pain, and 

it was exacerbated by his attempts to jerk free from the jaws of 

the double long spring trap holding his leg.  I would imagine 

there was some embarrassment from actually getting caught - 

mostly because I would be embarrassed about falling for what 

was in hindsight an obvious error in judgement.  There was 

panic and fear; a result of the suddenness of his predicament 

and the realization he was stuck with no way of escape far from 

the safety of Grandpa’s house.  I don’t remember how long it 

took to free the dog, but it was a while; not because the process 

is difficult, with a double long spring trap you simply have to 

compress the two long springs and viola, the trap is 

open.  Getting to the springs with a dog whose heightened 

emotional state, large teeth and complete mistrust for the two 

humans in front of him took several attempts and lots of calm, 

smooth talking.  It took some time to convince this canine to 

let us get close enough to help.  He growled, barked, clawed 

and snapped as we tried to get close enough to release him from 

the trap all the while intensifying his pain.   

     Interestingly, humans who are caught in sin often react 

similarly.  They lash out, say ugly things and try to hurt the 

very people who are trying to ease their pain.  We need to 

remember, often their meanness and irrational behaviors are 

the result of their pain, embarrassment and confusion - not our 

willingness to help.  James wrote, “My brothers, if anyone 

among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him 

back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 

wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a 

multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20).  We can’t give up; even 

when there is a chance of getting bit.  A soul is at 

stake.  “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you 

who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. 

Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted” (Galatians 

6:1).                                                                                     -jeff 

       


