
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

 

 

                
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  
                     
 

 

   Serving Our Community 

  for the Glory of God 
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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 

 SERVING THIS WEEK  11/22/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 Craig Robinson 

Song Leader:                                    Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:     Benny Collins 

Closing Prayer:       Jim Edmonds 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  David Keith 

 

November Food Committee Leader: Cammy Evans 

Nursery Worker: Christie Coughlan 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                      Beau Phillips 

Opening Prayer:                              Brandon Stacks  

Closing Prayer:                                     Nick Maness 

Sermon:                           Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study (November 24) 

Song Leader:                         Joshua Evins 

Opening Prayer:                Clint Smith 

Closing Prayer:             Gordon Cartwright 

Speaker:          Jeff Phillips 

 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes              84          

Worship AM                                             121                                                     
                PM                                   64          

Wednesday Bible Study                  84 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Piper Davis   Germantown, TN  

Newbill family                Tipton, TN 

Mark Newbill   Atoka, TN 

Richie Newbill   Atoka, TN 

Jamie Roethlisberg  Atoka, TN 

Carolyn Prater   Munford, TN 

Jean Bell   Courtland, MS 

Foshee family & Chris  Brighton, TN 

Judy Holcomb 

   
  

  

 

Nearer My God To Thee 

Some time ago in another town, I was visiting with a woman who was 

experiencing some serious problems. I could tell from the things she was 

saying that she believed in God and that God meant a lot to her. But it was 

also apparent that she was not putting the Lord first in her life. I told her 

she would be better able to overcome her problems if she would get closer 

to God. Then she asked me a rather difficult question . . . She asked, “How 

do I get closer to God?” 

Now that’s a good question. Most all of us desire to be closer to God. How 

do we get closer to God? 

1. Get into the word of God. You must let God talk to you from His 
word. The Bible says, “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the 
word of God” (Romans 10:17). 

2. Live near the cross. We meet God at the cross. Christ was 
separated from God on the cross so you can draw near to God. 

3. Talk to God (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Prayer is your direct link to 
God. 

4. Talk to others about God (Mark 16: 15-16). Nothing brings us 
closer to God than sharing what we’ve found in Christ with 
others. 

5. Assemble with the saints. Get together with God’s people 
(Hebrews 10:25). We need the fellowship and encouragement of 
other Christians. 

If you find yourself away from God, it’s not God who has moved away from 

you. When we walk toward God, He runs toward us (Luke 15:20)—and 

that’s good news.                                                                             

                                                                                          Dick Stovall      Hamilton, TX 

via Smith Street Spirit                                                                                         
 

                                                                                          

mailto:rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com
http://www.covingtoncofc.com/


 Mike’s Message 
                   What Must I Do To Be Saved: Repentance 

While repentance in not specifically mentioned in the text 

of Romans 10:1-17, it is impossible to truly change from 

having faith in one thing, such as the law of Moses to 

faith in Christ without repentance (see Rom. 10:1-5; cf. 

Rom. 1:17).  
Because the Greek word that translates “repent” has as 

its root the same word that translates “mind” or 

“attitude,” some have concluded that repentance is 

simply a change of mind or attitude. However, to simply 

change one’s mind is no more repentance than simply 

accepting a truth is believing.  
Yet, to repent does involve changing one’s mind, but the 

result is a change in one’s behavior. You may remember 

when many Pharisees and Sadducees came to John to 

be baptized, “he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers, who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore 

bear fruit in keeping with repentance’” (Matt. 3:7-8). 

Repentance is not something that is said as is 

confession, it is something that is seen. When one 

repents others notice it.  
In order for one’s behavior to change, there must be a 

change of heart (cf. Luke 6:45). Peter instructed Simon 

the magician, who had offered to pay for the gift of giving 

miraculous powers, saying, “Therefore repent of this 

wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that if possible, 

the intention of your heart may be forgiven you” (Acts 

8:22, emphasis added). Paul taught some in Ephesus 

that “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 

telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after 

him, that is, in Jesus” (Acts 19:4). Paul declares that one 

must “believe in [his] heart” (Rom. 10:9). When one 

believes in his heart that Jesus is who He is and that He 

did what He did, He will repent i.e. change his mind and 

heart resulting in a change in his behavior.  
Furthermore, repentance serves as a change in the 

direction of our lives. We turn from the path leading to 

eternal destruction to the path leading to eternal life. In 

Paul’s defense before Agrippa, he stated that he was told 

in a “heavenly vision” to declare to all Jews and Gentiles 

“that they should repent and turn to God, performing 

deeds appropriate to repentance” (Acts 26:19-20). Peter 

insists that when one repents he has a different outcome 

in life: “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins 

may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come 

from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has 

been appointed for you-- even Jesus” (Acts 3:19-20 NIV). 

Remember, Jesus Himself declares, “Unless you repent, 

you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5).  

Have you truly repented? Think about it!        -Mike Rogers 
 

                                   Prayer List                              

Susan Mason—Home, recovering from surgery  

Wesley Fowler—Recovering from surgery 

Al Chaney 

Bob Bennett—Dad of Lauren Benjamin 

Lois Benjamin—Mother of Donnie Benjamin 

Mike Pegg—Step-dad of Heath Billings 

Grandmother of April Galaway 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Pat Armstrong, Reba 

Arwood, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Barry Bolding, 

Albert Boling, Gary Bowie, Richard Bryant, Jack Burris, 

Cindy Clark, Barbara Coulston, Kenneth Coulston, Bobbie 

Deen, Shelley Dickey, Amy Easley, Jason Elliott, Joan 

Erwin, Melvin Escue, Bonnie Glass, Catherine Glenn, 

Steve Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Desrah Johnson, 

Nellene Kidd, Wayne Kidd, Lucy Krull, Shirley Laxton, 

Sandra Mallard, Vicky Mayfield, Gena McCormick, Tyler 

Middleton, Alice Moon, Christine Otts, Thomas Pittman, 

Beverly Russell, Tonya Stanley, Brad and Paige Warmath, 

Shirley Weir, Joyce Whaley, Larry Whaley II, Nedra 

Young 

NURSING HOME  

Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY  

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Richie Newbill, 

Chris Nowak, Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jackson 

Robinson, Jacob Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, 

Jessica Whaley 

 

MILITARY ADDRESS 

PFC Robinson, Jackson M 

E Co 3/10 INBN 1st Platoon 

13062 W. 7th St. 

Fort LeonardWood, MO 65473 

(Write 1st Platoon on the back of the envelope)  

 

NEW MEMBERS 

We welcome Austin & Allison Martin to our family at 

Covington. Their address is 171 Capital Way Apt. A17, 

Atoka, TN. 38004; Ph. (901) 304-7943. 

 

*There are additional pages available to add to your 

History Book. They are located on the table by the 

Nursery. 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
  NOVEMBER EVENTS 

  * Sunday Servants meet Sunday nights after service                           

  * Ladies Bible Class, Tuesday mornings at 10:00      

*Singing Night for November will be Tuesday, 

November 24 @7:00. The church office will be closed 

November 26-27 for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Winter Quarter Bible Classes begin Wednesday,  

December 2. Sign up sheets for the adult classes are 

on the table by the Nursery. 

*Sunday, December 6th, Ladies Christmas Party 

Sock Exchange at the building, following the PM 

Worship Service. Buy a pair of Christmas socks, fill 

them with goodies and tie together with a bow. Bring 

finger foods & socks and come join the fun!! 

NOVEMBER YOUTH EVENTS 

 
26—Thanksgiving 

29—Devo Night 

BIRTHDAYS   NOVEMBER  22-28 

 
22—Albert Cates  

24—Ellie Hoffman, Melea Edmonds 

25—Ethan Matlock 

26—Kelley Melton, Joey Cox 

27—Jim Edmonds, Charlene Dalrymple 

28—Braxton Brown 

ANNIVERSARIES 

23—Steve & Lisa Johnson 

24—Brad & Becky Evins 

27—Michael & Lorie Plemmons 

BIBLE READNG SCHEDULE   NOVEMBER  22-28 

                                          
22 – Hebrews 11               Eze. 12-13 

23 – Hebrews 12   Eze. 14-16 

24 – Hebrews 13   Eze. 17 

25 – James 1                Eze. 18-20 

26 – James 2                Eze. 21 

27–  James 3                 Eze. 22-23 

28 – James 4                Eze. 24-26  

 

The Carpenter’s Apprentice 

 

Line manners is the term in retriever training referring to how 

the dog behaves while going to the line where the test 

begins, how the dog acts “on the line” during the test, and 

how the dog exits the test.  In short, line manners deal with 

the most basic element of training – obedience.  I have a dog 

who, in her last test, performed every task the judges asked 

of her but she didn’t walk beside me well.  She didn’t sit still 

at all while the birds were being thrown and when the test 

was over instead of leaving with me, she wanted desperately 

to stay and do more.  In spite of demonstrating excellent 

skills in the majority of the test, she failed the whole test 

because of her “line manners”.  It reminded me of 1 

Corinthians 13:1-3, which says in a nutshell, if you can do 

anything and everything and do it better than everybody 

else, but you don’t have the most basic thing, which is love - 

you really haven’t accomplished much.  By basic I am not 

referring to simple but foundational.  Love must be the 

foundation of our Christian lives.  Read Matthew 22:34-40 to 

confirm the foundational necessity of love. 

     I remember a long time ago Jimmy McMahan told me 

while training my dog to, “Decide now, at the beginning what 

your standard of obedience will be.”  What he meant was 

decide now what I was willing to let slide and what I would 

correct.  Does the command to “heel” mean right here at my 

side or does it mean somewhere in the vicinity of my side or 

maybe just look my way and acknowledge I said something?  

Does the command to sit mean when I say it the first time, 

the second time or the third time, and how long should the 

sit command be in effect?  Believe it or not, dogs are very 

good at telling time and learning standards.  When you 

attend a hunt test, you realize quickly, every trainer has just 

a little difference in their standards.  However, we are all 

judged by the same standard set forth in the guidebook for 

judges and trainers.   

     Spiritually speaking, we need to decide now what our 

basic standard of love will be.  As Jimmy once again advised 

me, “Does our love go only to our closest friends and family 

or does it extend to the guy in Walmart who just dropped all 

his groceries?  Will you get down on your knees to help him 

pick up his stuff?”  Just like at the hunt test, we are not 

judged by our own standards but by the standards set forth 

in the Good Book.  Jesus said, “If anyone hears my words 

and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not 

come to judge the world but to save the world.  The one who 

rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the 

word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day” (John 

12:47-48).      


