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SHEPHERDS 

Wayne Dalrymple   901- 573-3908 

Jerry Gatlin             901- 237-3379 

Andy Whaley          901- 626-2911 

DEACONS 

Ken Bringle Jr. 

J.J. Brown 

Rusty Cartwright 

Benny Collins 

David Keith 

Brandon Matlock 

Jimmy McMahan 

Alan Otts 

Craig Robinson 

Clint Smith 

David Stewart 

Robert Trimm 

Terry Wall 

PULPIT MINISTER 

Mike Rogers 901- 476-9269 

Cell # 901-229-4305 

E-mail 

mrogers@covingtoncofc.com 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Jeff Phillips 

Cell # 901-233-9495 

E-mail 

rjphillips@covingtoncofc.com 
OFFICE 

901-476-8278 

E-mail 

     churchofchrist.covingtontn@ 

                     comcast.net 

Website 

www.covingtoncofc.com 

 

 

SERVING THIS WEEK    10/4/20 AM Worship Service 

Announcements:                 David Keith  

Song Leader:                                    Jerry Blevins 

Opening Prayer:     Craig Robinson 

Closing Prayer:       Donnie Benjamin 

Sermon:                  Mike Rogers 

 

Presiding Over the Lord’s Table: 

Head:  George Watkins 

October Food Committee Leader: Kay Gatlin 

Nursery Worker:  Jacque Trimm 

 

PM Worship Service 

Song Leader:                     Jerry Blevins 

Opening Prayer:                             Brad Evins 

Closing Prayer:                                    Clint Stacks 

Sermon:                           Mike Rogers 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study  October 7 

Song Leader:                         Isaac Stewart 

Opening Prayer:                Jedidiah Phillips 

Closing Prayer:             Gordon Cartwright 

Speaker:          Mike Rogers 

 

 

PROOF OF OUR LOVE 

Sunday Bible Classes                 160           

Worship AM                          200                      

                PM                152  

Wednesday Bible Study                    137 

 

 

 
VISITORS ARE OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

Newbill family                       Tipton, TN 

Kris Forrester            Covington, TN 

June Morris            Covington, TN 

Mark Newbill            Atoka, TN 

Piper Davis            Germantown, TN 

Carolyn Prater            Munford, TN 

Lily Copeland            Munford, TN 

Leslie Howard            Memphis, TN 

Logan Hurt 

Kensleigh Stevens 

  

 

 

 

  

                   

Inside-Out Transformation 

Christians are being transformed into Christ’s likeness (2 Cor. 3:18). God is trying to 

press His people into a Christ-shaped mold. But this transformation isn’t an easy 

process, partly because the world is trying to press us into its own mold. In order to be 

transformed into the image of Christ we must resist being conformed to this world. 

Paul writes, ”[D]o not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and 

acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:2, NASB). How is this transformation possible? 

Where does this transformation begin? This transformation is possible only if it begins 

in the heart. Paul says that we are transformed by the renewal of our minds. This 

transformation is an inside-out transformation. Too often we focus on changing our 

actions, instead of our attitudes. That’s exactly what many of the Pharisees did. They 

were overly concerned with externals while their hearts were deteriorating. Since they 

focused solely on external righteousness to the neglect of their hearts, they became like 

cups that are clean on the outside but filthy inside. They were like pretty caskets full of 

dead people’s bones. They looked good on the outside, but their hearts were hollow 

(Matt. 23:25-28). When Paul wrote to the Christians in Philippi, he realized that their 

problems with regard to unity were merely symptoms of a deeper problem. Paul 

addresses the real problem when he offers the following solution to them: “Let this 

mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5, NKJV). Transformation 

begins in the mind and then extends to our mannerisms. It begins in the heart and 

then extends to our habits. It begins in our attitudes and then extends to our actions.                  
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                     Mike’s Message    

Foundations for the Home 
Introduction 

“If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous 

do” (Ps. 11:3)? David asked this question nearly 1000 years 

before Christ, but it is still relevant today. We live in a time 

when the foundations of our world are crumbling beneath 

us. There are riots in the streets, terrorists’ attacks, gang 

violence, children killing other children, suicide, 

cohabitation as an accepted living arrangement, 

homosexuality as an accepted alternative lifestyle, murder 

disguised as abortion, drug abuse, child abuse and spouse 

abuse, pornography, and the rising popularity of gambling 

are all evidence of the deterioration of a moral society; and 

the broken home is largely responsible.  
Statistics reveal that many young people become involved 

with gangs, drugs, and gambling because of the failed 

marriages of their parents. The divided family is one of the 

leading causes for depression and suicide among America’s 

youth. Combine the above facts with the statistics that the 

divorce rate is now about 60% of all marriages, and the fact 

that on average children from broken homes do not do as 

well academically or socially; and the direction of our 

country is obvious. We are a nation that is becoming more 

violent, having more addictions, more depression, and more 

unnecessary deaths. We are a nation that is becoming less 

educated, more insecure, with poorer social skills. Since the 

foundations of our world are crumbling beneath us, what 

can the righteous do? David’s answer is that the righteous 

must keep on being righteous (cf. Ps. 11:4-7).  
Jesus declares that righteous people are the “salt of the 

earth” (Matt. 5:13). In those days salt was sometimes used 

as payment for service rendered. Among other things, Jesus 

is saying that righteous people make the world valuable. 

Consider what the world was like before the flood: “. . . and 

they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose” 

(Gen. 6:1-2, underline added). Because of the breakdown in 

God’s plan for marriage (Gen. 2:24), the world turned 

wicked and “The Lord said, I will blot out man whom I have 

created from the face of the land, . . . for I am sorry that I 

made them’” (Gen. 6:7). And God brought a flood upon the 

world and all but eight righteous souls were killed (see Gen. 

7:1ff; 2 Peter 2:5).  
We can see the same thing happening today. The foundation 

for the family has broken down and the world is becoming 

worthless to God. If the righteous do not rebuild the moral 

foundation for families, the world will turn ungodly and 

God will once again destroy it. This time though, it will be 

destroyed by fire (2 Peter 3:10).                --Mike Rogers 

 
                       Prayer List 
Bonnie Glass 

April Galaway’s parents & grandmother 

Coronavirus pandemic, our country, Pat Armstrong,  

Reba Arwood, Sonny Arwood, LaVerne Baxter, Lois   

Benjamin, Barry Bolding, Albert Boling, Gary Bowie,                                      

Cleo Burch, Jack Burris, Al Chaney, Cindy Clark, Bobbie 

Deen, Shelley Dickey, Jason Elliott, Joan Erwin, Melvin 

Escue, Wesley Fowler, Houston Hall, Ruby Hopper, Steve 

Higginbotham, Jackson Hughey, Nellene Kidd, Wayne 

Kidd, Lucy Krull, Shirley Laxton, Sandra Mallard, Vicky 

Mayfield, Tyler Middleton, Christine Otts, Thomas 

Pittman, Beverly Russell, Tonya Stanley, Brad and Paige 

Warmath, Shirley Weir, Larry Whaley II, Nedra Young 

NURSING HOME   Covington Care: Otis Poole 

MILITARY  

Logan Bridgeman, Bradley Evins, Major Creel, Steven 

Creel, Alex Fendley, Nic Hunter, Dayana Leon, Tanner 

Mason, Scott E. Moore, Will Morris, Chris Nowak, 

Michael J. Pena, Thomas Posey, Jackson Robinson, Jacob 

Sampson, Parker Speight, Tessa Stacks, Jessica Whaley 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Mary Beasley in the 

death of her cousin, Nancy Renfroe. 

 

Calendar of Events 
  *Sunday Servants will meet Sunday nights   
  * Please note: Ladies Bible Class has been 

    canceled until Tuesday, October 20. 

    *Clothing Giveaway, Saturday October 3rd 
8:30AM-11:30AM 

 
If you have clothes you have outgrown or if you 

just need to make some room in your closet, 

the CYG is collecting your gently worn (and  

recently washed) clothing. If you can help it 

would be greatly appreciated. 

OCTOBER YOUTH EVENTS 

 
3—Clothing Giveaway, 8:30AM-11:30AM 
4—Youth Group Devotional 
11-17—Fall Break 
25—Devo. Night! 
31—Chili Cook-Off/Fall Festival 
BIRTHDAYS   OCTOBER 4-10 

 
4—Ryan Hodge, Russ Hodge 
5—Dianne Nutt 
6—Clint Watkins 
8—Russ Fendley 
ANNIVERSARIES 
3—Paul & Valerie Sampson 
8—Randy & Kim Creel 
     BIBLE READNG SCHEDULE   OCT. 4-10 

                                         
4 –    Eph. 1  Isa. 7-8 

5 –    Eph. 2  Isa. 9-11                         

6 –    Eph. 3   Isa. 12-15 

7 -     Eph. 4  Isa. 16-19 

8 –    Eph. 3   Isa. 12-15 

 9 -     Eph. 4  Isa. 16-19 

10 –   Eph. 5     Isa. 20-23  

       

       The Carpenter’s Apprentice 

   “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 

take up his cross daily and follow me.  For whoever would save 

his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 

save it” (Luke 9:23-24).  Jesus’ statement comes on the heels 

of Peter’s confession that Jesus is the son of God.  Although 

Jesus had just told them of His impending death and 

resurrection, the full meaning of His words here must have 

been at least a little confusing for he had not yet faced his final 

persecution.  Knowing what we know now, having read or 

heard the rest of the story, the words of Jesus conjure an image 

of a man, beaten, bruised and tired, attempting to carry his cross 

up a hill where he would soon be nailed by his hands and his 

feet to hang for all to see until he died.  None the less, the words 

must have meant something to the disciples or Jesus would not 

have told them, certainly death by the cross was not unknown 

to them and maybe those sentenced to die also had to carry their 

own cross.  But what do these terms “deny himself” and “take 

up his cross” mean for the Christian today?   

     In Matthew 10:32-33 Jesus says, “Everyone who 

acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before 

my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before 

men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”  If 

asked on the street, at work or school, or on social media, “Do 

you believe in Jesus?” the vast majority of those reading this 

article would reply adamantly if not incredulously, “Of course 

I do!”  What a ridiculous question, right? But what about this 

self-denial Jesus talks about?  What does it mean to deny self?  

Do I have to suffer?  Can I not enjoy the good life God has 

blessed me with?  Can’t I have fun?  Well absolutely we as 

Christians can have fun! In fact, there are times when I think 

we might be a little too serious; we don’t smile and enjoy life 

even though we are heirs to the throne; sons and daughters of 

God!  Of all people we should be the happiest.  I think Paul 

describes this self-denial and cross carrying best when he wrote 

to the church at Galatia, “I have been crucified with Christ. It 

is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life 

I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20) and again 

in Philippians 1:21, “to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  

Ultimately, self-denial and cross carrying is not so the world 

can see we are holy and be in awe of our piety, but living in 

such a way that we will endure anything – even death because 

of our confession and unshakeable belief; Jesus Christ is the 

son of the living God.                                                         -jeff       

A Clean Heart 

19How does a worm get inside an apple? Perhaps you 

think the worm burrows in from the outside. No, the 

worm comes from the inside. But how does he get in 

there? Simple! An insect lays an egg in the apple blossom. 

Sometime later, the worm hatches in the heart of the 

apple, then eats his way out. 

Sin, like the worm, begins in the heart and works through 

the person’s thoughts, words, and actions. For this 

reason, David once wrote, “Create in me a clean heart, O 

God” (Psalm 51:10b). 
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