
 

November 8th, 2026 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Service 
Opening • Hymn and Collect 

Word of God • Readings and Sermon 
Prayer 

Announcements 
Holy Communion 

Dismissal 

Alan Clifford Brown 

Lutisha Eddy 

Mary Ann Prentis 

Emily  

Dalea Moncrieffe 

Linda Brown 

Father John Paul Boyer 

Vivian Thomas 

Deacon Lillian Davis-Wilson 

Ellyn Lane 

Eugene Pierce 

 

 

 

Prayer List 

Requests to be added to the bulletin prayer list are welcomed. Please contact 

the church office at 716-833-0442 or email - specbuffalo@gmail.com 



 

The Collect 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy 

the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of 

eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as 

he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we 

may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

First Testament  

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned 

the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they 

presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, 

“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—

Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates 

and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond 

the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his 

offspring many. 

“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to 

serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 

gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods 

of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 

household, we will serve the LORD.” 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 

the LORD to serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought 

us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us 

along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 

whom we passed; and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, 

the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 

the LORD, for he is our God.” 



But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is 

a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your 

transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign 

gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after 

having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will 

serve the LORD!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses 

against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” 

And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the 

foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, 

the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God 

we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant 

with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them 

at Shechem. 

Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-20 

Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 

and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 

and is found by those who seek her. 

She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 

One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, 

for she will be found sitting at the gate. 

To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, 
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, 
because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 

and she graciously appears to them in their paths, 

and meets them in every thought. 

The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction, 

and concern for instruction is love of her, 

and love of her is the keeping of her laws, 

and giving heed to her laws is assurance of immortality, 

and immortality brings one near to God; 

so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom. 

 

 

 

 



Psalms 
Psalm 78:1-7 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 

and what our forefathers have told us, * 

we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 

the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 

and the wonderful works he has done. 

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 

and established a law for Israel, * 

which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6 That the generations to come might know, 

and the children yet unborn; * 

that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 

and not forget the deeds of God, 

but keep his commandments; 

Psalm 70 

1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 

O LORD, make haste to help me. 

2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed 

and altogether dismayed; * 

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 

draw back and be disgraced. 

3 Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 

because they are ashamed. 

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 

let those who love your salvation say for ever, 

"Great is the LORD!" 

5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 

come to me speedily, O God. 

6 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 

O LORD, do not tarry. 



The Epistle 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 

those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 

have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 

For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 

alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 

precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 

command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's 

trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 

clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will 

be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these 

words. 

The Gospel 

Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five 

of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their 

lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with 

their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 

drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is 

the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids 

got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 

us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise 

replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had 

better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they 

went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 

with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the 

other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he 

replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, 

for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 

From The Lectionary Page: http://lectionarypage.net  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
Healing Hearts - Grief and Loss Support Group 

Facilitator - Deacon Lillian Davis-Willson 

Come and join us 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6pm 

Nov. Group Cancelled St. Philip’s Agape Room NEXT MEETING: December 8th  

Weekly 12 Step Meetings at St. Philip’s 

NA – Morning After – Weekdays from 9-11am 

CA – Men’s Meeting – Tuesdays 7:30pm-8:30pm 

NA – The End of the Road – Fridays 8-10pm 

NA – Back to Basics – Saturdays 5-6:30pm 

AA – Fresh Start – Sundays 8pm 

BOSS - Buffalo Own Smooth Steppers 

Detroit-style Urban Ballroom Dance Class 

Thursdays – 6-7:30pm 

716-200-9702 

igotart@hotmail.com 

Diocesan and Community Events 
Check out Lower Parish Hall Bulletin Board 

or 

www.specbuffalo.org/events 

Harvest Supper 

Sunday November 22nd following the service 

Sign up to bring a dessert on the lower parish hall bulletin board. 

Donations also accepted 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday December 6th following the service 

Review ministry updates, elect vestry members, and plan for the year ahead 

 

 
Called Together - Diocesan Bishop Search Profile 

Check out the Diocesan Profile by scanning the QR code 

Or visit the Diocese website for more information  

episcopalwny.org/bishop-search 



 

To make an offering visit: zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/donate-191  

November 9th – 15th           

Monday 
9th  

5:00 pm 
Evening Prayer 

Meeting ID: 116-359-399 PW: spec 

Tuesday 
10th 

5:00 pm  Evening Prayer 

Wednesday 
11th 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

5:00 pm 
 

Food Pantry 

Evening Prayer 

Thursday 
12th  

5:00 pm Evening Prayer 

Friday 
13th 

5:00 pm Evening Prayer 

Saturday 
14th  

9:30 am - 10:30 am Addie’s Bible Study 

Sunday 
15th 

9:30 am - 11:00 am Sunday Worship Service 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday November 17th  

Sunday November 22nd 

Sunday December 6th 

Sunday December 13th  

Vestry Meeting 

Harvest Supper 

Annual Meeting 

Second Sunday Breakfast and Men’s Club 

Rt. Rev. Stephen T. Lane, Bishop Provisional  

Pastor Stephen Lane, Rector steve@specbuffalo.org 

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon lillian@specbuffalo.org 

Mr. Wayne A. Blassingame, Warden tigerblass@gmail.com 

Mr. Roan Moncrieffe, Warden Roan21@roadrunner.com 

Church - 18 Sussex St. Buffalo, NY 14215 

Parish Hall – 15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215 
716.833.0442 

www.specbuffalo.org specbuffalo@gmail.com 

Or Scan this QR code 

to make an offering 
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