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Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 9th, 2021 

Join us by Phone or Zoom Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom #116 359 399  
Dial in to join us by phone: (646) 558-8656 
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Pentecost ! 

Sunday May 23rd, 9:30 

This Sunday is the 

last week to 

Receive donations 

or the UBE 

donation drive 
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The Word of God 
Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

The Collect 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 

and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Psalm 98 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 



4 | P a g e  
 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of 
God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it 
that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 
truth. 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another.” 

 

Sermon 
 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church. 
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Abide in Love 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the 
Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 
I have said these things to you so that 
my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete.” 

“Abide” is not a word we use much 
these days. We do not often ask 
people, “Where do you abide?” You 
will likely come across the word more times while reading the Gospel of John than you ever will in real-life 
conversation. In fact, if you read through just the first eleven verses of John 15 (NRSV), you will find the 
word eleven times.  

This sheer repetition reminds us of its importance as a theme in John’s Gospel. It revisits an idea that 
emerges in the Prologue to the Gospel of John; John 1:14 says, “The Word became flesh and lived among 
us,” though, as Cynthia Briggs Kittredge points out in Conversations with Scripture: The Gospel of John, the 
Greek is more literally that the Word dwelt among us as in a tent. The Word pitched a tent or “camped out” 
among us and showed us the embodiment of God’s love. In Jesus’ life, God’s love walked and talked among 
the people of first-century Galilee and Judea. And in the passage we read today, Jesus is teaching his 
disciples how to walk in those shoes, too, especially once he is no longer walking around with them. He is 
preparing them to continue to dwell in that same love. 

Today’s passage is part of the long dialogue Jesus shares with the disciples after he has washed their feet 
and before he is handed over to the authorities to be crucified. He is trying to prepare them for his absence 
and instruct them in how to continue to live into his ministry, even when they can no longer see him. 
“Abide in my love,” he says. “Make my love the house, the tent, the shelter in which you dwell and move 
around in,” he seems to say.  

The word translated as “abide” can also be translated as “remain,” or “stay,” and after the year we have 
had, we are very familiar with those words. After a year of lockdown, quarantine, and physical distancing, 
we know what it means to remain. To shelter in place. To stay. We have become intimately familiar with 
the inside of our own homes and maybe with the interior of our own minds in ways we likely haven’t 
before. And we’ve had time to think about what kind of place we want to shelter in. Priorities shifted or 
became clearer, which prompted changes both small and large. Many people moved in the past year; some 
left bustling, crowded cities in search of a quieter, slower pace of life and a little more space. Some moved 
closer to family or closer to wherever feels like “home,” when the need for connection and a support 
network became impossible to ignore.  

And we have had more than a little time to think about what kind of home we want and need to abide in. 
Maybe you’ve added onto your patio to allow for a socially distanced visit with a neighbor. Perhaps you’ve 
converted some corner of your home into an office or virtual school space. Or maybe you have simply been 
faced with how unsuitable your space is for all the demands placed upon it this year.  



6 | P a g e  
 

No matter our circumstances, this year has trained us to have a sense of the depth of the word “abide” in 
the Gospel of John. We have become uniquely aware of the importance of home, of where we dwell, and 
of how we live within it. This year, home has made all the difference, for better or for worse.  

To listen to Jesus’ words in this passage with 2021 ears is to be reminded that our homes reflect our 
priorities, and our home base affects how we live our lives. Jesus’ invitation to abide in his love becomes all 
the more striking. We can imagine Jesus elaborating, “Let my love be the foundation under your feet, let 
my love permeate the walls that shelter you, and let my love form the roof arching over your head.” Jesus’ 
encouragement is not only to rest and nest in God’s love but also to live our lives in such a way that reflects 
that love built the house we live in—to live in such a way that when others see our interactions, it’s clear 
that love drew the blueprint.  

And yet just as building or making a home takes time, so does learning to let love be our home base. The 
disciples hid away in a locked room for a while before they ventured out to share the good news and carry 
on Jesus’ ministry—before they realized abiding in Jesus’ love wasn’t so much about the physical space 
they inhabited or his physical presence with him as it was about the way they lived among others.  

For us too, this passage can serve to remind us that whether home has been a refuge and comfort in the 
past year or a place we couldn’t wait to leave, we also have a home in the love of God. It’s a home we carry 
with us, like a tent, and it shows up when we remember God’s love for us and when we treat others as 
God’s beloved.  

It shows up when we create a loving space to really listen to someone else, to be present with them in their 
need or struggle. That space is a home built by love.  

It shows up when we contribute toward building a shelter for those without homes. That effort creates a 
space for love to dwell.  

It shows up when we alter our habits to show more care for creation. That shift adds room for love to 
abide. 

It shows up in small kindnesses between strangers and friends alike. It shows up when we respond 
graciously to someone who disagrees with us. It shows up in all the ways, large and small, that we allow the 
love of God to guide us.  

This home is recognizable because, though it may involve sacrifice, it is also permeated with joy. As Jesus 
says to the disciples, “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete.” Jesus knows that there is fullness of life to be found in abiding in love and that though his 
disciples’ lives may be marked by hardship, all who abide in God’s love experience the deep joy of dwelling 
there.  

So just as we have learned to stay and to remain this year, may we also learn to abide: to abide in God’s 
ever-present love, a gracious and hospitable dwelling, permeated with joy. Amen 

The Rev. Lucy Strandlund currently serves as curate at St. John’s Episcopal Church in New Braunfels, Texas. 

She holds a Master of Divinity and a Master of Arts in Spiritual Formation from the Episcopal Seminary of 

the Southwest in Austin, Texas. When not working, she loves to be outside, hiking, or growing vegetables 

and flowers. 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Open our eyes to the wonder of the life you have given us: the creatures with whom we share this planet, the 

endless horizons, the intricate working of our bodies, the tenderness and complexity of human relationships. 

Amen, merciful God, amen. 

Open our hearts to the ways that we have hurt each other, that we may turn toward each other in love and turn 

closer together to you. 

Amen, merciful God, amen. 

Open our ears to the cries of those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We pray for those whose lives include hunger, 

financial insecurity, violence; whose homes are threatened by natural disasters; whose bodies ache with pain and 

whose lives are in the balance; who live in war zones, poverty, or fear. 

Amen, merciful God, amen. 

Open our lives to the path of righteousness, and align our vision with your vision of the world—created by you, 

redeemed by you, enlivened by your Spirit, and reconciled to you at the last. 

Amen, merciful God, amen. 

 
 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

Mark Pierce 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly Host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 

 

BLESSING 
 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May almighty God bless you, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:   Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People   Thanks be to God Alleluia! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 
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