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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2nd, 2021 

Join us by Phone or Zoom Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom #116 359 399  
Dial in to join us by phone: (646) 558-8656 
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THE GREAT FIFTY DAYS:  

                          EASTER SEASON BIBLE STUDY  

 

                                             People from across the partnership are invited to gather for bible 

study each week during the Easter season. The hour-long sessions 

focusing on the readings of the upcoming Sunday will be offered on 

Mondays at 10 a.m. and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. These 

conversational bible studies will be hosted by Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims, with special 

guests offering reflections.  

Email Gabrie'l Atchison to sign up and receive a weekly email with the scripture readings 

and a Zoom link/call-in number. No prior bible study experience is required.  

 

 

OUR NEW WORLD IS TAKING SHAPE:  

                                            2021 BISHOP'S APPEAL 

 

The 2021 Bishop's Appeal is underway. Read Bishop Sean's letter:  

 

You might remember that when we began our diocesan partnership 

two years ago, we drew strength from the story of the Exodus. And 

certainly in this last year, we have often felt like the people of Israel 

after their escape from Egypt, wandering in the desert with no clear 

path to the Promised Land. But now, as we look toward the end of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, we can find renewed hope that we will not 

live in this desert forever. Our new world is taking shape. 

The 2021 Bishop’s Appeal is dedicated to raising the resources we 

will need to emerge from the pandemic by re-energizing our 

congregations, fortifying our antiracism efforts and collaborating with one another and with our 

communities to do the work that God has given us to do. Please join me in making a generous 

donation to support our participation in God’s mission.  
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The Word of God 
Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be 

the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem 

to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official 
of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, 
“Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,  
so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him.  
Who can describe his generation?  
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Psalm 22:24-30 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
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27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 

he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the LORD’s for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed 

among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is 

love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have 

seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those 

who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the 

love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so 

are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. 

Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 

brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The 

commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Gospel: John 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does 
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples.” 
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Sermon 
 

How to Love 

Let us pray: God of mercy and grace, walk 
with us. As we celebrate the resurrection of 
your Son, Jesus, heal our hearts, guide our 
minds, and lead us to a place of restoration. 
May we seek spiritual renewal, may our 
hearts and minds serve you and your Truth, 
and may we bear fruit in all that we say and 
do. Amen.  

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true 
vine… abide in me as I abide in you.” This 
Gospel and our lessons today remind us to whom we belong with a clear visual image. These lessons 
call us into a new and wonderful way of living – a way that welcomes the other, that is not done alone, 
but in community – a way that starts with Love. 

Everyone who loves is born of God. As we continue to celebrate the glorious resurrection of Our Lord, 
we are called to bear fruit and become disciples because we love – though this isn’t always easy. How 
can we do this when we are still hurting from this pandemic? How can we do this when the news 
around us leaves us spiritually and emotionally drained?  

How do we proclaim the Good News about Jesus when we think there is just too much happening 
around us and in the world? The answer is never the same and will vary from person to person. Still, 
the text, the overall message of this Gospel, suggests this simple response: We show up. We show up 
authentically as ourselves. We love others. We share the Good News with others. We speak and act in 
ways that support this message of love. 

In our Gospel, Jesus is addressing us. Twice, he says, “I am,” reminding us that God knows our hearts. 
There is no need to hide from God, no need to hide those parts of ourselves of which we are ashamed, 
no need to use those ugly parts as excuses to stay away from God. Instead, this truth, this love, draws 
us nearer to God. It allows us to see those parts we think cannot be restored and instead allows us to 
run to the Father, allows us to abide in God. 

Our epistle reminds us that if we love one another, God lives in us. God abides in us. There is no secret 
we can keep from God.  

But what is love? We could attempt to define it in many ways, and we could provide examples of how 
we have experienced love, yet it would still not be enough. We could look at our relationships and 
draw from those, but even then, we would not have a certain definition. 

But – we could look to the One who sent Jesus into the world to die for us to create a clear example of 
love. A different kind of love. This embodied love. This love that liberates. A love that clears our eyes to 
see the injustices of this world and empowers us to act in ways that seek the well-being of all. A love 
that makes us curious about systems that oppress. 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church. 
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Now, for some this may be difficult to understand; perhaps a concrete example is needed. Imagine the 
following: You walk into any nursery or vineyard and there you encounter life. You encounter different 
individuals caring and tending to the needs of every vine. The vine grower tends to them all, making no 
exceptions! The vine grower is aware of what each vine needs to bear fruit. The vine grower loves the 
branches. Similarly, God examines our hearts, provides for us, and can also remove those parts of 
ourselves that bear no fruit. If the vine grower worries about all the vines and knows that every branch 
can bear fruit, then the pruning becomes a special and necessary part of the growth process. Pruning 
will change the outcome for the vine, and it will change our outcomes, too. 

When we abide in God, we invite God into our lives – however messy that may be. When we abide in 
God, we are empowered to seek our place in this world, loving others, living into the mission of the 
Church, restoring all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. 

It is a slow and transformational relationship between the vine grower and the branches. Just like the 
Ethiopian eunuch in our first lesson, we will not always understand. We may ask, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” These relationships require honesty and require us to let go of all those parts we 
think we can hide from the world and God. How many times have we been afraid to ask for help? Or 
even embarrassed to ask, “Who can guide me?” 

If we have learned one thing from this pandemic and the past year, it is that we cannot do this work 
alone. We have Jesus’ example of love by being in relationship with people. We have Philip’s example 
of love teaching, sharing about God, and baptizing. We have the disciples’ example of love by following 
Jesus, even amid their own shortcomings. All of these examples are needed. Our world needs people 
who are capable of this love because a church that only condemns and only sees sin would not truly be 
the church. It would not be transformed by grace or mercy. There would be no opportunity for 
restoring our brokenness. 

As God transforms us, we transform the world. Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador knew what it 
meant to be transformed by love; he knew what it meant to be with the people of his country and 
knew that speaking the truth would likely cause his death; he knew that loving the people of El 
Salvador meant that his actions and words mattered. He is reported to have said, “If a man knows how 
to detach from himself and knows how to love, he is a saint; if a man speaks too much about holiness 
but does not know how to love, he is no saint.” This is how we love. 

When we abide in God, God abides in us. God abides in our relationships. God transforms. God will 
allow us to bear fruit. Amen 

This sermon was written by the Rev. Luz Cabrera Montes, curate at Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Houston, Texas. 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

We give you thanks for those who offer their best as leaders of your people—for our bishops, priests, and deacons. 
Pray for those who carry out your mission under their leadership. 

Pray for God’s church. 

Silence. 

We offer our prayers for the leaders of our nation—for our president, our governor, Congress, and the courts of this 
land. Give them courage and wisdom and a heart for justice. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence. 

We pray for mercy for those who suffer from hunger, in poverty, in the wake of violent storms, after earthquakes. 
Sustain them in their struggles and give them hope. We are thankful for compassionate people who answer their call 
for help. 

Pray for those who suffer around the world. 

Silence. 

We pray for those who are ill, for those who live in fear and whose spirits are restless. Give comfort for those who 
are dying and those who stand beside them as they find their way home. 

Pray for new and unending life in this world and the next. 

Silence. 

We pray for those who have died. 

Our hearts are full this day, Lord, as we embrace 
new life in you. We give you thanks for the gift of 
song and joyful spirits. 
 

Mark Pierce 
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Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly Host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 

 

BLESSING 
 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May almighty God bless you, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:   Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People   Thanks be to God Alleluia! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 
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