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Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 16th, 2021 

Join us in-person,by Phone, or Zoom Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom #116 359 399  
Dial in to join us by phone: (646) 558-8656 
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WE ARE REOPENING THE CHURCH FOR  

IN-PERSON WORSHIP NEXT WEEK! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship will be held both in Zoom and  

In-person. 

Join us next week for our  

first hybrid service! 

Sunday May 23rd, 9:30 
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The Word of God 

The Collect 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to 

your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 
 

First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of 
the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-- 
one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and 
said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to 
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the 
eleven apostles. 
 

Psalm 1 
 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 
and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
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6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of 
God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: 
God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 
does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 

Gospel: John 17:6-19 

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And 
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I 
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the 
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your 
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do 
not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 
protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they 
also may be sanctified in truth.” 

Sermon 

Deacon Lilian will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church. 
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Pearls and Grit 
Everybody knows that oysters sometimes 
make pearls; that little tidbit has been used to 
illustrate many a point. But you may have 
heard that old truth said in a new way a while 
back, a way that gives it more power. It seems 
pearls aren’t automatic. When an oyster—
who must ordinarily have an enviably calm life 
lying around, eating soft, pleasant food—when 
an oyster somehow gets a piece of grit or a bit 
of sand inside its shell, then one of two things will happen: either the oyster will create a pearl or it will die. 
The pearl, a thing of beauty and value—is the oyster’s way of staying alive after something very irritating 
has gotten past its shell and into its heart. 

Take that little bit of marine biology as background, as we are offered a grain of sand, a bit of irritation, 
something small and rough that can maybe slip past our shells and give us something to work on. We—and 
indeed the church itself, in this and every generation—need to work on this bit of sand very carefully. It will 
not go away, and we will either make of it a pearl, or, in one way or another, we will die. 

The grit (like the oyster’s sand) is well hidden in pleasant, soft food. The Gospel we just heard is a portion of 
what is called the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus. The time is “the night in which he was betrayed.” Jesus is 
praying for his disciples—and for us. He prays for our unity, for our joy, and for our safety and protection. 
Jesus says that we are not of the world, but that we should nonetheless remain in the world—for our 
ministry is to be in the world, and for the world. 

(Sidebar—when Jesus says “world” here, He’s not talking about the created order—rocks and trees and 
bunnies and things like that; instead, he’s talking about human society organized as it sees best to promote 
its own purposes. Jesus is talking about business as usual; he is talking about the society, the culture, the 
various human institutions—the world in that sense—doing what it usually does.) 

And Jesus says this about his disciples: that the world has hated them because they are not of the world. 
This hatred is to be the fate, indeed it is to be one real, distinguishing mark, of all who follow Jesus. 
Disciples are to stand out because they don’t really fit in. 

The bit of grit for us oysters is this: When was the last time the world hated you because you belong to 
Jesus, and not to the world? When was the last time your faith so set you apart from business as usual that 
you were met with anger, ridicule, or hatred? How about a little bit of contempt? Mild dislike? How about a 
tiny bit of irritation? I don’t like that question, either. I don’t like it at all. 

Hey, maybe Jesus was wrong; maybe, these days, we all should be of the world, and that’s the way it’s 
supposed to be. Maybe the Kingdom of God has arrived, and we just missed most everything about it, 
except for how convenient it is for us. But probably not. 

From time to time, we need to ask whether we have become so totally caught up in our culture, become so 
totally of the world, that we have to work hard to discover if we are different, and how we are different, 
and what it might look like for us to be different, and whether it’s worth the effort, and the cost, to be 
different. 

In many ways, it was easier for the Early Church. As a generally ignored and occasionally persecuted 
minority in a pagan culture, a lot of things were clear; there were some potent lists. For example: Christians 
couldn’t attend the public games; they couldn’t hold any of several types of jobs; they couldn’t join the 
army; they couldn’t expose unwanted children to the elements; and so on. Their culture, “the world”, often 
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ridiculed them or made them scapegoats, and occasionally killed them, and both sides pretty much knew 
why. 

It’s not so easy these days. And to make it even harder, modern attempts to come up with lists of popular 
things Christians can’t do have usually been rather silly. In fact, we Episcopalians have been downright 
smug in pointing out that we aren’t like those people (you know who) who say you can’t dance or wear 
make-up or go to movies or whatever.  

By the way, have you ever noticed that nobody ever really nails us on this? Instead of trying to establish 
God’s disapproval for the waltz or bingo, those people could really hit home if they responded to our self-
righteous lack of lists with another question. What if they said, “O.K., have your martini and go to the 
dance—but before you do, tell me how your faith does affect your life; show me how it makes a 
difference”? That’s the grit for us oysters. The truth is, we might be glad more folks haven’t thought of that.  

One way we try to get out of this pinch can cause just as much trouble. That way is saying that it’s the 
Church’s job to fix the world so there will be no conflicts between our faith and our culture for us to worry 
about. So, from time to time, we rear back and try to change everything within reach so we can be both 
righteous and of the world at the same time. Now, on one level, this is really, really good. We must engage 
the world, and we should try very hard to make things better—things like institutions, systems, people, and 
ourselves. We need to do this; our faith demands it. But we need to avoid getting confused about what that 
means. And we get confused easily.  

It’s sometimes easy to forget that God will bring in the Kingdom; we won’t. And, even worse, we also find it 
very easy to begin supporting what we think is a good improvement in the world (for Christian reasons) but 
end up holding on to the improvement and forgetting the Christian part of it altogether. Of course, the best 
way to tell whether the cause or the Christianity is more important is by looking at how we treat people 
who don’t agree with our improvement. 

And we get confused when we forget that the Lord doesn’t call us to be powerful or effective as the world 
sees power and effectiveness. The Lord calls us to be faithful—to live his life, to follow his steps. After all, of 
the twelve disciples, Judas was the most effective one at using both money and the powers-that-be to get 
what he wanted. So, trying to fix the world, while an important thing to do, isn’t really the pearl we need. 

And this sermon is about grit, not pearls. We don’t have a list of rules telling us how not to be of the world, 
and that’s not because we think this stuff is unimportant, it’s because we know that things just aren’t list-
simple. Still, and at the same time, we do know, and we must never forget, that the way we treat each 
other, and the way we treat our bodies, and our time, and our money, and our promises and our planet—
the way we treat all of the things we call “mine”—these are and will remain very important—and our Lord 
and his Church have some potent things to say about them. This side of the Kingdom, the world as Jesus 
spoke of it, the world as business as usual, this will always, in one way or another, be the alternative to 
faithfulness and not the means to it. 

So, how do we do this? How do we live faithfully and honestly, rationally, prudently, and with integrity, in 
the midst of a world that is really quite far from the Kingdom? How do we do this without being trivial, 
without being silly, and without minimizing either the depth of the tension between the Gospel and the 
world or the importance of our response? You may have some ideas already. Taking this challenge seriously 
amounts to some of the most important pearl-making work the church has on its agenda. It’s really the 
question of how we are to live. 

And we need to make these pearls, or we will die. We need to look honestly at “the world”, the culture and 
institutions around us, and at who we are—and then pay careful attention to, and take concrete steps 
toward becoming, the person and the Church the Lord would have us be. We may even discover that Jesus 
was right, and that, in one way or another, the world will hate, or at least misunderstand, us. But the Lord 
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continues to pray for us, we are promised all of the help we need, and these pearls come from the oddest 
places. 

The Rev. James Liggett has recently retired as Rector of St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church in Midland, Texas. He 

is a native of Kansas and a graduate of the University of Houston and the Episcopal Divinity School. He has 

served parishes in Kansas, Texas, and Oklahoma. 

Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

We stand amazed, O Lord, at your presence with us in our time and beyond time. We turn our gaze to you, 
and ask for your guidance and protection. 

Fix the eyes of the church always on you, that we may see your glory and receive your blessing as we follow you in 

everything we do. Guide our leaders and give them hearts for you and your people. 

Pray for the church. 

Turn the hearts of the rulers of the nations toward the peace which you intend for all people, toward wise 

stewardship of the earth’s resources, for the good of all people in every time and place. 

Pray for the nations of the world. 

Increase our efforts to become determined and compassionate carriers of your love and comfort to a broken world. 

Pray for those in need of healing. 

Receive those who have died into the heavenly kingdom where there is no pain or grief, where time is no more, 

where they sing with your glorious saints in light. 

Pray for those who have died. 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may be your faithful witnesses in every area of our lives, everywhere we go, to 
everyone we meet. We depend on your constant presence and power. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

 

Mark Pierce 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 

mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly Host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 

 

BLESSING 
 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May almighty God bless you, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:   Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People   Thanks be to God Alleluia! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 
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