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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 21st, 2021 

Join us by Phone or Zoom Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom #116 359 399 Dial in to join us by phone: (646) 558-8656 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you 
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 

The Response: Psalm 119:9-16 

9 How shall a young man cleanse his way? * 

By keeping to your words. 

10 With my whole heart I seek you; * 
let me not stray from your commandments. 

11 I treasure your promise in my heart, * 
that I may not sin against you. 

12 Blessed are you, O LORD; * 
instruct me in your statutes. 

13 With my lips will I recite * 
all the judgments of your mouth. 

14 I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees * 
than in all manner of riches. 

15 I will meditate on your commandments * 
and give attention to your ways. 

16 My delight is in your statutes; * 

I will not forget your word. 
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Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10 

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who 

said to him, 

“You are my Son, 
today I have begotten you”; 

as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 
who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 

Gospel: John 12:20-33 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came 
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 
Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered 
them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say— ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there 
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to 
die. 

Sermon 
 

The Voice 

God of order and unity, direct our thoughts and actions to 
sharing your unfailing love with all we encounter. In the 
name of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church. 
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Lent, a season that calls us to repentance, in which we change our vestments to purple, a color 
associated with mourning. It is a somber season, and this may resonate with many of us today. 
It has been about a year since our worlds were completely changed. It has been a year of 
grieving, mourning routines – a year of adjusting to new ways of gathering. A year of limiting in-
person gatherings to protect each other and the most vulnerable. A year of many changes, 
regardless of where you find yourself on this life journey.  

And maybe this Lent, you decided to do some self-care or take on a specific spiritual practice. If 
you did, great! And if you did not, that’s great too! With a pandemic raging and all of the 
unprecedented events, it is important to be kind to ourselves. It is important to be present with 
all these changes and feelings. 

Current news and the social unrest of this past year have probably left us with the same request 
as the Greeks in today’s gospel: “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Now, we do not know much about 
the Greeks in this story; Andrew and Philip did not know what to do, but Jesus made sure to 
respond. 

Of course, right before this passage, many people had witnessed Jesus calling Lazarus from the 
tomb, so they wanted to meet and listen to this man. Lazarus was drawing crowds, and this 
understandably caused a lot of concern among many, including the religious authorities. 

Similarly, this pandemic has highlighted our desire to “see” or experience Jesus. We have come 
face-to-face with the ways in which our world continues to oppress, but it has also lifted new 
movements to create opportunities to correct what has been wrong for so long. Our Old 
Testament lesson reminds us that the Lord will forgive Israel. A radically new future is 
presented. Maybe this is a time of God forgiving our communal sins and making way for a 
radically new future. Forgiving us for not listening to the voice of the Father. For not listening to 
the voices of those suffering. For perhaps trying to ignore the realities or experiences of those 
whom we label as outsiders. Allowing this sin to separate us from God and others. 

This pandemic has allowed us to see what privilege looks like and whom it benefits. And this 
has left us wondering what it looks like to serve the Father. Jesus says that those who serve 
must also follow. Today, we are serving the Father by loving our neighbors, by listening to those 
voices telling us that they are not doing well. We are following Jesus by protecting our 
neighbors. 

In our gospel reading, Jesus heard the voice. Some thought it was thunder and others an angel, 
but they all heard something. And like the crowd, we may sometimes confuse the voice, or 
even deny it. But Jesus reminds us that this voice is for our benefit. That we must pay close 
attention to what God is doing and saying. 

This year has been one of much listening. We have heard the voices of so many. We have heard 
the voices of our neighbors who are Black and indigenous people of color in ways that we have 
never heard before. We have heard the stories of families in need. We have heard the voices of 
anger, despair, and rage. We have heard the voices of the marginalized, the once forgotten. 

What if we found God in these voices, too? Today, we can decide to be intentional about 
listening to these voices. We educate and inform ourselves in what matters to those who do 
not look or think like we do. We make space to welcome them into our lives, our communities, 
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our churches, and our families. We welcome them in authentic ways that leave nothing to the 
imagination – because our actions make clear statements that we embrace all. 

As we come to the end of this Lenten season, can you stop and wonder where you have heard 
that voice? From whom the voice came? Or even with whom have you shared this voice?  

In answering and understanding these, you will also find love. You find God. You find 
forgiveness. You find that even in the midst of chaos, there is love. Even in our struggle, we will 
find love. You hear God saying that you are enough – that listening to God’s voice is 
transformative and healing.  

Yes, it has felt like an extremely long season of Lent, but Easter is coming. We believe in a God 
who gives life. We believe that joy comes in the morning. 

Perhaps you have been feeling like this unrest will never end. Although we are slowly coming to 
a new normal, we know that nothing will entirely go back to what it used to be – nor should it. 
Be reminded that the same Jesus who cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” will do 
the same with us even when we don’t see it. Even now, God is calling us with a loud voice, 
saying, “Come out!” 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry reminds us in his latest book, Love Is the Way, “The journey is 
always a struggle. But the movement is always forward.” He adds, “Now, if you ask me why, I’ll 
answer I don’t know. But as Fredrick Douglass put it, ‘If there is no struggle there is no 
progress.’” We cannot learn from blocking changes or denying our struggles – and this is 
difficult to understand. There will be days when we will not get all of the work done, days when 
we will not know which voices to listen to – but God will remain with us. We must take our time 
when listening to the voices around us and decide where we can find God in them. We must 
decide to love because we know that hate is too much to carry. We must continue to say, “We 
wish to see Jesus.” Let us continue to boldly claim this for our lives and for our world.  

Be reminded that we are not alone. Remember that God delights in our particularities and that 
God sees our struggles. God recognizes all of who we are and all of what we experience. We 
have the example in Jesus, who also offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to the One who was able to save. Jesus is the example for us to follow. So, offer up your 
prayers, your loud cries and tears, knowing that God hears them, knowing that we belong to a 
God whose compassion blots out our offenses. We serve and follow a God who sees our 
transgressions and loves us the same.  

May the God who saw your tears yesterday and heard your silent prayers today provide and 
care for you in ways that cannot yet be described. May the voice sustain you, may love guide 
every part of your life, and may the loving and liberating Son, our Savior Jesus Christ give you 
peace. Amen. 

This sermon was written by the Rev. Luz Cabrera Montes, curate at Trinity Episcopal 

Church in Houston, Texas. 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

We come before our loving and gracious God, asking that God’s grace and love be kindled in 
our hearts and spoken on our lips. 

Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 

that we may do your will as we praise your name. We pray for our spiritual leaders, that they 
may speak your truth and call your people into deeper discipleship. 

Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 

that we may support the leadership of this nation in the pursuit of peace and justice for all 
people. 

Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 

that with compassion we may respond to the needs of the world, neighbors near and far. 
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 

that we may speak comfort to those who suffer in any way and offer hope to those who grieve. 
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 

that we may live your truth in our lives as we confess your truth with our lips. 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly Host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 

BLESSING 
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May almighty 
God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People Thanks be to God!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Join us for our Lenten study. Ever 

wonder about the Psalms? 

Zoom link # 869 271 9087 
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Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday Service will 

be on Zoom this year. 

Join us at 5:00 pm for our 

worship. 

Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

  
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 

BY 

Our Good Friday Offering will 

be sent to ERD to support 

their many good programs. 

Find out more at: 

www.episcopalrelief.org 

http://eltorobumingo.blogspot.com/2012/04/holy-week-2012.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

