
1 | P a g e  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 14th, 2021 

Join us by Phone or Zoom Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom #116 359 399 Dial in to join us by phone: (646) 558-8656 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food 
and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to 
Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the 
Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look 
at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

The Response: 107:1-3, 17-22 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 

and his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * 

that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * 

from the east and from the west, 

from the north and from the south. 

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 

they were afflicted because of their sins. 

18 They abhorred all manner of food * 

and drew near to death's door. 

 

19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

20 He sent forth his word and healed them * 

and saved them from the grave. 
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21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 

22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of 
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 
following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 
everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even 
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you 
have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 

Gospel: John 3:14-21 

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all 
who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen 
that their deeds have been done in God.” 

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church. 
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Fear 

There is no more familiar passage in all of 
Scripture than John 3:16. It has been 
emblazoned on billboards and bumper 
stickers, sewn into throw pillows and 
baseball caps, and it has even appeared 
tattooed into the skin of more than a few 
actors and athletes.  

And yet, for as familiar as the sixteenth 
verse of John’s third chapter is, it is 
juxtaposed against the verses immediately preceding it, which are undoubtedly some of the 
most unfamiliar verses in the New Testament. Here, Jesus makes reference to Moses lifting up 
a snake in the wilderness, which hearkens back to one of the most bizarre stories in Torah.  

The story to which Jesus is referring is found in the book of Numbers. Here, we encounter the 
Hebrew people, having long been liberated from the Egyptians, but still wandering in the 
wilderness in search of the land which has been promised. The longer they wander, the crankier 
they become. They take aim at God and Moses alike, crying out in petulant frustration.  

All told, Numbers depicts five of these so-called “murmuring episodes,” wherein the Hebrew 
people grumble and complain about an assortment of perceived grievances. They don’t like the 
food; they want more water; they’re tired; they want to go back to Egypt; they’re sick of 
camping. Picture a minivan loaded up for a road trip with a gaggle of disgruntled toddlers 
kicking the seats, throwing popcorn, and screaming, “Are we there yet?” and you won’t be far 
off! 

Each episode follows a predictable pattern: the Hebrew people complain, God gets angry, the 
Hebrew people realize they’ve made God angry and beg Moses to intercede on their behalf, 
Moses does, and God calms down. Then, a few chapters later, another tantrum erupts, and the 
same pattern unfolds. Wash, rinse, repeat.  

Finally, their sniping reaches a boiling point. “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderness,” they grumbled against God and Moses, “For there is no food and no water, 
and we detest this miserable food.”  

If you listen carefully, you’ll catch the level of absurdity underpinning their whining. “There is 
no food and water,” they moan in one breath, and then, “we detest this miserable food,” they 
carp in the next breath. In response, God punishes them for their insolence and sedition by 
sending venomous snakes into the encampment.  

Now, at this point, some of us may be thinking, “Well that was a little harsh, God. Those snakes 
bit people, and some folks even died!” But we must leaven our reading of Scripture with a bit of 
theological imagination.  

The Hebrew people were faced with a choice. On the one hand was a life-giving relationship 
with God that challenged everything they thought they knew about the way the world worked 
and pushed them to greater depths of faith and obedience. On the other hand was the 
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monotony of slavery in Egypt which would surely lead to death, but at least it offered some 
semblance of consistency and predictability along the way.  

Over and over again, the Hebrew people voiced their desire to go back to Egypt and pick up 
where they left off as slaves to Pharaoh. In one scene, they actually hatch a plan of sedition: 
“Let us choose a captain, and go back to Egypt” (Num. 14:4b). At least in Egypt, they knew how 
the system worked. With God, there was no telling where they would be led, or what they 
would be asked to do. So enough with this “chosen people” stuff, we’ll take our mundane life of 
slavery back, thank you very much!  

And yet, the narrative arc of the Old Testament in particular, and Scripture in general, is one of 
a relentless and undeterred God doing whatever it takes to maintain a relationship with 
humankind. Even here, as the Hebrew people are hell-bent on marching back to certain death 
in Egypt because they feared what they did not know and couldn’t predict, God is ultimately 
and inexorably the source of life. As the Hebrew people repent from their foolish and seditious 
ways, God hears their prayer and once again sets before them a wellspring of life and healing.  

But the way God chooses to do it is what makes this passage even stranger: God tells Moses to 
craft a venomous snake and put it onto a pole so that those who were bitten could look at it 
and be healed. Moses did as he was told, and crafted a venomous snake from bronze, put it on 
the pole, and set it in the midst of the people. Whenever a snake bit someone, they looked at 
the bronze snake and lived.  

In fact, the statue worked so well that it became a kind of cultural icon among the Hebrew 
people. The statue was passed from one generation to the next until, centuries later, it winds 
up in the temple in Jerusalem. By then, it had garnered both a name (Nehushtan) and a cult-like 
following, which prompts King Hezekiah to have it destroyed. (2 Kings 18:4) 

Although there is little hope that this unfamiliar and bizarre tale will make it into the Vacation 
Bible School curriculum anytime soon, at its heart is a universal truth: there is no venom quite 
so deadly as fear.  

Fear of the unknown; fear of the other; fear of failure; fear of death—nothing causes spiritual 
and emotional paralysis more effectively than fear. It corrodes faith, cuts off our pathways for 
giving and receiving grace and mercy, and if it is left untreated long enough, it gives way to 
hatred, recalcitrance, hardness of heart and soul, and leads ultimately to death.  

As we continue on our Lenten journey, there may be no more important time for us to take 
account of the ways in which each of us are afflicted by the venom of fear. Only when the 
Hebrew people brought that which they feared most into full view, were they made whole.  

The same is true for us. As we come into full view of the cross and the reality of death, it is only 
by walking headlong into death’s dark shadow that we come to know the fullness of Christ’s 
resurrected life.  

For indeed, God so loves the world. Amen. 

The Rev. Marshall A. Jolly is Rector of Grace Episcopal Church in Morganton, North 
Carolina. Marshall holds degrees from Transylvania University (BA, American Studies) 
and Emory University’s Candler School of Theology (MDiv) 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

When our faith is weak and our hopes seem empty, come to us, Spirit, and fill us again. You are 
rich in mercy, and our need is deep. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lead us to let go of the burdens we carry: the guilt, the shame, the unrealistic expectations. 
Lead us to depend on you. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Guide each of us in the decision making of our common life: in our family relationships, our 
churches, and our communities. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Pull us closer to your compassionate heart. We pray for those in pain, for those who worry, for 
those whose livelihood is fragile, for those who grieve. We pray for ____________ . 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Push us into the world to be the advocates for your expansive love among all the creatures you 
have created. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Receive those who have died into the arms of your abundant mercy. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

All this we ask, O Lord, in Jesus’s name, the one who lived and moved among us in our broken 
world, and who loves us still. Amen. 
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Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly Host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 

BLESSING 
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May almighty 
God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People Thanks be to God!  
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Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday Service will 

be on Zoom this year. 

Join us at 5:00 pm for 

our worship. 

Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

  

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 

Join us for our Lenten study. Ever 

wonder about the Psalms? 

Zoom link # 869 271 9087 
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