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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 31st, 2021 
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Epiphany 4 (B) – The Feast of the Presentation – January 

31, 2021 

Each year on February 2, the church celebrates the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus 
at the Temple, also known as the Feast of the Purification, and Candlemas. This feast 
commemorates the 40th day after Jesus’ birth, when he was presented in the 
Jerusalem Temple and Mary was purified in accordance with Jewish Law. 
The Book of Leviticus mandates that, after childbirth, a woman must go to the temple to 
offer “two turtle-doves or two pigeons, one for a burnt-offering and the other for a sin-
offering; and the priest shall make atonement on her behalf, and she shall be clean” 
(Leviticus 12:8). 
The Presentation of Jesus at the Temple is chronicled in the Gospel of Luke, when St. 
Simeon the Righteous saw Jesus in the temple and “took him in his arms and praised 
God,” saying, “My eyes have seen your salvation” (Luke 2:30). 
This blessing by Simeon is the basis for the canticle Nunc dimittis or “The Song of 
Simeon”: 

Lord, you now have set your servant free 
to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen 
(Luke 2:29-32; Book of Common Prayer, p. 120). 
 

An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, edited by Don S. Armentrout and Robert Boak 
Slocum, explains that when the celebration of the Presentation was first introduced in 
Rome in the seventh century, it included a procession with candles and the singing of 
the Nunc dimittis, which is why this feast also became known as “Candlemas.” 

 

  Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 
(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-NC 

https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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The Word of God 
Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully 

hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20 

Moses said: The Lord YOUR God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my 
God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to me: 
“They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak 
to them everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the 
prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who 
speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I 
have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 

The Response: Psalm 29 

1 Hallelujah! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, * 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

2 Great are the deeds of the LORD! * 
they are studied by all who delight in them. 

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, * 
and his righteousness endures for ever. 

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * 
the LORD is gracious and full of compassion. 

5 He gives food to those who fear him; * 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works * 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 
all his commandments are sure. 

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * 
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because they are done in truth and equity. 

9 He sent redemption to his people; 

he commanded his covenant for ever; * 
holy and awesome is his Name. 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; * 

those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 

his praise endures for ever. 

 

 Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not 
yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called 
gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us 
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an 
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We 
are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty 
of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, 
who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their 
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by 
your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you 
thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you 
sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that 
I may not cause one of them to fall. 

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 

Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked 
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and 
crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the 
surrounding region of Galilee.” 
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Sermon 

 

 

The gospel, on this fourth Sunday in the 
season of Epiphany, plunges us into the 
acts and words of one who speaks with 
authority. The light of Epiphany shines 
today on the character of the one sent 
from God. The evangelist Mark zeroes in 
on this divine quality at the very 
beginning of his gospel. He says of those 
listening to Jesus in the Capernaum 
synagogue: “They were astounded at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes.” 

The people in that synagogue knew what the scribes had written. To them, no one was as 
important, as authoritative a prophet, as Moses. Maybe, hearing the young man from Nazareth 
on this day, they are remembering the words of Moses concerning true prophets: “The Lord 
your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people: you shall heed 
such a prophet.” 

We know from the unfolding of the stories, both in the Hebrew scriptures and in the gospels, 
that true prophets are recognized but rarely heeded. We seem to prefer magicians to prophets. 
It is much easier to solve problems through magic than to spend a lifetime of obedience to the 
words of the prophets and the demands Christ makes in our lives. 

Throughout history, movements arose to make easy knowledge of the divine possible – 
Gnosticism, theosophy, efforts to call back the dead in order to talk to them – as well as our 
modern emphasis on meditation as an alternative to prayer and study of the scriptures; one can 
spend hours enumerating human efforts to avoid the words of the true prophets and to ignore 
the one who speaks with authority. 

It is truly fascinating to read the verses that precede the first lesson read today in 
Deuteronomy. They enumerate practices that are very old but are still to be found in our times: 

“No one shall be found among you who makes a son or daughter pass through fire, or who 
practices divination, or is a soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer, or one who casts spells, or 
who consults ghosts or spirits or who seeks oracles from the dead.” 

Think, for instance, on titles of popular movies and television shows and remember how many 
of these practices are found in the culture of the day. As an interesting sidelight, that first 
practice mentioned – passing through fire – is still found during Epiphany in certain villages of 
northern Greece. There the faithful, carrying icons of Constantine and Helen, dance until they 
become ecstatic and then walk over burning coals without suffering from the fire. They are 
called anastenáridhes. Human beings are attracted to magical solutions and practices. The new 
faithful are oftentimes confused: Is this something a Christian is allowed to practice or to 
believe? 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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This happened very early in the Christian church. The Corinthian believers of the first century, 
surrounded as they were by so many gods and the different cultures and worship of various 
people who thronged that rich city, were confused about what Christ asked of them and by 
what they had learned while living in a multicultural city. They had written to Paul to ask a 
variety of questions. Among them was the question of diet. Was it proper to eat the meat of 
animals after these animals had been sacrificed to a pagan god? This was practiced widely in 
the Roman world. They would offer the whole animal as sacrifice at their pagan temple, but 
then the meat would be sliced and sold in the marketplace. Some of the new Christians who 
felt superior because they had knowledge – they were educated – felt free to buy and eat this 
meat. Others, afraid that they would fall into the sin of idol worship, would refrain from eating 
meat and would eat only vegetables. Today of course they would be praised as being 
vegetarian, but in those days food was scarce and people who were knowledgeable were more 
concerned with feeding their families than with the niceties of the new religion that had its 
roots in very old Hebrew traditions. 

The problem with Paul’s congregation was that the educated ones made fun of the ones who 
refused to buy the meat. Paul, who probably would have eaten the meat because he knew that 
it would not defile him, had great compassion for the weaker members of the ekklesia. It is 
evident from his writings that he dreaded being a stumbling block to a new Christian. He would 
do anything to support the weak in order not to cause one of them to be afraid or to be lost. 
Having learned from his Lord what mattered, he zeroed in on what built the congregation and 
disregarded what puffed up the congregation. Today he probably would ask us: “Do you have a 
fine choir, a gorgeous building? Good for you. But do you also welcome the stranger? Do you 
open your doors and hearts to the weak and the poor? Take care of what builds up the body of 
Christ.” 

Paul spoke with the authority of one who lived in total obedience to the one who had called 
him by name. Jesus spoke with the authority of one who had come from God. We see clearly 
from the admonitions of Jesus to his followers not to speak about his miracles that he did not 
want his miracles to attract people to him. He wanted the Word of God to be the central Good 
News he was proclaiming. But his compassion for the hurting was so great that he could not 
ignore them but whenever they came before him, he healed them. 

But always, always he made sure that the least of his followers – the blind, the weak, the poor, 
the despised women and the neglected children – were given equal status with those who had 
the power and who were respected as religious authorities. He made sure that they knew that 
God loved them and that God had no patience with hypocrisy and self-righteousness. That was 
his authority; the authority of the true prophet. He spoke and lived and acted in the name of 
the one who sent him to the world, to us, and this is the one on whom the light of Epiphany 
shines today. May we see it and rejoice. 
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Prayers 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We gather in your name, Jesus, because we know who you are. You know our deepest needs 
and weaknesses, and we look to you in hope. 

Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
The world is hurting and restless for you, Lord. The earth is stressed and cries out for 
protection. Its peoples cry out in hunger and fear. We turn to you in need of deliverance. 

Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
We pray for your Church as it walks your Way of Life. May your people and their leaders know 
deeply your loving, liberating life-giving presence. 

Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
We pray for those who govern all over the world, that they may pursue justice and practice 
peace. Equip them with the courage and resources to respond to the needs of their people. 

Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
For those who have lost their freedom to addiction, for those who wrestle with worry, for those 
who struggle with mobility, communication, and relationship. For those who are ill and facing 
surgery or treatments. For those who will soon give birth, and those who have lost a pregnancy. 
We look to you for care of all these to give them hope through your presence. 

Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
We commend to you the souls of those who have died and ask you to comfort those whose 
hearts ache with grief. 

Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 


