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Florence Evans died on January 10th, 

2021. She was 94 years old.  

Florence and her family were long time 

members of St. Philip’s under rectors 

Father Brown and Father Curry. Florence 

was a consistent volunteer here at St. 

Philip’s in the Food Pantry and the Altar 

Guild. Florence continued to financially 

support St. Philip’s even after she moved 

to California to live with her son, Jeffery 

Evans.  
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The new AV system for the Church has been installed. We are 

excited to get it up and running. The expectation is that we will 

continue to have Zoom worship but also have it available for in-

person worship when that becomes an option.  
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The Word of God 
Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, 
illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may 
be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
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Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he 
said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 
call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up 
and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet 
been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, 
for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
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The Response: Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
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13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
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“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but 
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 
one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every 
sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or 
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 
God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body. 

Gospel: John 1:43-51 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
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have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and 
see.” When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is 
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 
know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

Sermon 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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In Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s classic work The Little 
Prince, the narrator is a pilot who crash lands his 
plane in the middle of the Sahara Desert. Miles from 
civilization, the pilot assumes he will only last as long 
as his water supply, but one morning he is awakened 
by a funny little voice that says, “Draw me a sheep.” 
When he turns and sees an extraordinary little prince, 
he stares at him in disbelief. The pilot asks the boy 

where he came from, but the prince just says, “Please…draw me a sheep.” 

The pilot complies, or at least he tries to, but the first sheep he draws looks “too sickly.” The prince 
asks for another. The second sheep has horns, so the prince specifies that he wants a sheep, not a 
ram. The pilot draws a third sheep, but that one looks too old. Finally, perhaps in some frustration, 
the pilot draws a box with three holes in the side and says, “The sheep you want is inside.” 

To his surprise, the prince says, “That’s just the kind I wanted!” And this first, whimsical encounter 
with the little prince is one of many in a journey that takes the pilot—and the reader—from 
contentment in the familiar to joy in an adventure. 
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Many of the disciples have notable and even whimsical first encounters with Jesus, but none more 
than Nathanael. Nathanael is minding his own business when Philip runs up screaming that he has 
found the one whom Moses and the prophets wrote about, “And he’s from Nazareth of all places!” 

“Nazareth?” Nathanael says, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

Philip simply invites him, “Come and see for yourself!” 

So, Nathanael follows, and before he can shake hands with this stranger from the backwaters of 
first-century Palestine, Jesus raises his arms and exclaims, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit!” 

While some people are masters of flattery, Jesus offers no shallow compliments here—he sees 
Nathanael and Nathanael knows it. “How do you know me?” Nathanael asks. 

Jesus responds, “I saw you under the fig tree even before Philip told you about me.” 

To our surprise, Nathanael proclaims, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

In one moment, Nathanael moves from his narrow ideas and contentment in the familiar to 
embracing the joy that is possible in an adventure following Jesus. But what is it about this 
whimsical encounter that makes Nathanael change his tune so dramatically? 
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There was a common metaphor used for the religious institution of Jesus’ time—that of the fig tree. 
Fig trees produce fruit right along with leaves, and in an occurrence found in Mark and Matthew, 
Jesus comes upon a fig tree chockablock full of leaves. He goes to pick some fruit and finds that 
there is none to be picked. Whatever pollination is necessary for fruit to be produced did not 
happen. 

The same thing seemed to be true of the religious institution Jesus critiqued—all of the bells and 
whistles were there, but the fruits were not. 

Jesus knew that Nathanael shared this perception of those religious institutions, and Jesus knew 
that Nathanael was familiar with the fig tree metaphor—one that was likely as common as referring 
to Washington, D.C. as “the swamp.” Nathanael knew that the fig tree he was “under” needed some 
pruning, and in few words, Jesus seemed to promise help with such an endeavor. 

Nathanael is blown away, but the excitement does not stop. Jesus asks Nathanael, “Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these…you will 
see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

What do you suppose that might look like? If you had to draw the scene of the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man, what might that look like? More than a fantastic 
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image, Jesus’ image alludes to Jacob—who was called “Israel” after his wrestling match with God. 
Like the metaphor of the fig tree, Nathanael would have immediately understood the connection to 
Jacob, who is said to have dreamt of a ladder reaching to heaven with God at the top. On the 
ladder, there are angels ascending and descending between earth and heaven. 

Knowing this story of Jacob, Nathanael would have understood Jesus to be saying that he would be 
the one to reestablish the joyful relationship between the people on earth and God in heaven. Jesus 
would not do away with anything but would fulfill everything. Jesus would make it so that no person 
or institution could ever get in the way of God doing what God is going to do to bring about total 
reconciliation throughout the world and all of the created universe. 

The Church—the Body of Christ—is said to have been birthed at Pentecost. Some people claim that 
Easter is the birth of the Church, and many speak of Christmas as that beginning. We may also 
consider that the birth of the Church happens whenever someone accepts that curious invitation to 
“come and see” what God is up to in the world today. 

As participants in a faith community, we too have opportunities to join God in what God is doing. 
Often those opportunities lead us down unfamiliar paths. Sometimes those opportunities require 
that we take a good, hard look at ourselves and correct our path. Sometimes we simply need to find 
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our spirits nourished and our energies renewed. More often than not, we can find ourselves 
somewhere in a cycle that moves us from contentment in the familiar ways of our world into a 
whimsical curiosity, in an adventure that promises us joyful results. 

Jesus invited Nathanael on a journey that would take him all around the region and eventually right 
up to Jerusalem to encounter the powers of the day. There was no hour-by-hour itinerary, but there 
was a promise of joy and hope in helping to usher in a world that could be—God’s kingdom come. 

Jesus does not offer us as much information about what following him will look like. Not unlike 
Saint-Exupéry’s pilot depicting a sheep by drawing a box with holes in the side, Jesus promises us an 
adventure and a chance to imagine together what following Jesus might look like. We will define 
what turns our journeys take, but we can only do that once we accept that curious, whimsical 
invitation: the invitation to “come and see.” 

This sermon, written by the Rev. Curtis Farr, originally ran for Epiphany 2 (B) in 2018. 
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Prayers 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Let us lift our hearts to the One who calls us, saying, we call to you, O Lord. And we are listening. 
We pray for the Church, that the hearts of the leaders and those who are led be turned toward you. 
Call us to support your work in the world through the Church. 
 
We pray for Michael our Presiding Bishop, Sean our Bishop, Steve our priest. 

We call to you, O Lord. And we are listening. 
We pray for those who govern the nations of the world, that their leadership be wise and 
compassionate. Call us to informed and cooperative citizenship. We pray for Donald our President, 
Mario our Governor, the Congress and courts of the land. 

We call to you, O Lord. And we are listening. 
We pray for people in every corner of the world, especially for those who lack adequate food, 
shelter, and hope. Call us to compassionate action. We pray for all those who are affected by the 
Pandemic. 

We call to you, O Lord. And we are listening. 
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We pray for those close to our hearts who suffer from illness, anxiety; who face challenges and 
transitions; who struggle with your will in their lives.  

We call to you, O Lord. And we are listening. 
We pray for those who will be born this day, that they will be embraced by loving communities. We 
pray for those who are dying and those who now rest in your eternal embrace. 
Are there those you wish to name? 
Loving God, we call to you. And we are listening: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
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Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love in the 

redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for 

the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, 

we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that 

with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not 

only with our lips, but in our lives, by 

giving up our selves to your service, and 

by walking before you in 

holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
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whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

BLESSING 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 
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