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Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 
(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

First Sunday after 
the Epiphany 

January 10th, 2021 

https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Frances Sagnia has been accepted to UB 

nursing school! He will start in the fall. 

Congratulations, we are proud of you!! 

 

Pastor Steve and Ellyn are grateful for the 

Christmas gift from the church. Thank you 

for being so supportive of us! 

 

 

Vestry will meet this Tuesday January 12th at 

7:00 on zoom 716 833 0442 PW #SPEC 

Jasmine McKelvin and Leroy Love 3rd are 

the proud parents of two twins. Hailee & 

Hendrix were Born on Christmas Day. 

Michele & Patrick are proud grandparents. 

The Church has installed a new sign by 

our front door on Sussex Street. A big 

thankyou to Patrick Cray and 

Emmanuel Conteh. 

http://www.codeitpretty.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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The Word of God 
Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light 
from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

The Response: Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 
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9 And in the temple of the LORD * 
all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came 
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive 
the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not 
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you 
baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 
come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there 
were about twelve of them. 

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

Sermon Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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Each of the four Gospels begins in their own 
unique manner. Matthew, for example, embarks 
from the very first verse on a lengthy genealogy 
of Jesus, tracing his Jewish lineage all the way 
back to Abraham. Luke, by contrast, begins with 
an introduction that reads like part memoir and 
part history textbook. John, for his part, utilizes 
poetry to introduce theological themes that 
continue throughout his Gospel. 

But Mark is in a category unto himself. He never offers a genealogy of Jesus at all, never claims 
to be writing history, and moves at such a breakneck pace that there is little time for theology 
and certainly no time for poetry. Instead, Mark jumps right into the fray and opens on the 
banks of the river Jordan, as Jesus is baptized. 

Given that today is the first Sunday after the Epiphany, and thus the first Sunday since 
November that our churches are not adorned with Advent wreaths and crèches, this is also the 
de facto beginning of our yearlong reading of the Gospel of Mark. And although the lectionary 
begins in the fourth verse of the first chapter of the Gospel of Mark, it bears pointing out that 
the first three verses of the chapter lend important clues about just what kind of Gospel Mark is 
writing, and how best readers ancient and modern should read it. 

For starters, it is no accident that Mark’s Gospel doesn’t make it past the first two sentences 
without quoting the Hebrew Bible—in particular, Isaiah. Mark, not unlike Jesus himself, knew 
the Jewish scriptures well and quoted them often. He narrates the story of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection, not as a new story about God and God’s people, but rather as a pivotal 
moment in the larger story of God making Godself known in human history. The God we meet 
in Jesus, Mark tells us, is the same God spoken of in the Hebrew scriptures, who is doing a new 
thing. 

The second thing these omitted introductory verses point out is that this Gospel that Mark has 
written—literally “good news”—is not all that can or should be said of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Rather, Mark makes clear from the first words of his Gospel that this is, “The beginning of the 
good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

Mark makes these two important points just prior to launching into the story of baptism 
because it turns out that baptism works in much the same way. In baptism, we don’t stop being 
who we are or get to ignore the history that inevitably and fundamentally shapes us. Just as 
Jesus doesn’t stop being Mary’s boy from Bethlehem, incarnate from the God we first met in 
the Hebrew scriptures, so too are we all someone from somewhere—for better or worse. 

When we come to the waters of baptism, we bring all of that with us—all of our humanity; all 
of the ways in which our families of origin and experiences have made us who we are—the 
good, the bad, and the ugly! 

In other words, our identities can’t be centered purely in introspection and individualism. They 
must also be rooted in our communities and contexts as well. In order to know ourselves, we 
have to know each other.  
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And in the same way that Mark’s Gospel is the beginning rather than the sum total of all that 
can be said of Jesus, so too baptism isn’t a sacramental participation trophy to be displayed in a 
lighted and locked cabinet. Baptism is the beginning of our life in covenantal relationship with 
the living God, made known to us in Jesus Christ. 

The baptized life is not a career that we can pursue part-time, or one day retire from. It is a 
vocation meant to be lived out with every fiber of our being. That’s why it’s so important that 
we renew our baptismal vows over and over again, and share in the feast of Christ’s body and 
blood over and over again, and read and study Scripture over and over again—because we 
human beings are forgetful people! 

An essential part of the Christian vocation is reminding one another who and whose we are. We 
do that by extending and receiving grace and mercy, by opening ourselves up to vulnerability, 
and ultimately by telling the story of the God we meet in Jesus—a story that continues unto the 
fullness of time. 

In Mark’s Gospel alone, the word “immediately” appears 42 times—three times more often 
than in the rest of the New Testament and seven times more often than in the entire Old 
Testament. It is as if Mark’s style of writing is a sermon in itself: Just as the story of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection moves at a breakneck pace, so too does the life of the baptized! The 
work is urgent! 

That’s why when Jesus is baptized, Mark wants us to feel the water and smell the breeze and 
see the spectacle! That’s why, when he describes the heavens opening, he says they were torn 
apart—schizomenous is the word in Greek. It shares the same root as the word Schizophrenia—
a visceral and violent disruption in the status quo. God’s voice disrupts the status quo, declaring 
Jesus to be God’s own Beloved! 

If we want life to remain exactly as it is, and if we want to stay exactly where we are, doing 
exactly what we’re doing, perhaps we should re-think baptism and the Christian life. 

But if, on the other hand, we desire a life dedicated to following the living God, as we work 
together to build God’s kingdom, then the place to start is at the water’s edge. 

From there, find a good pair of shoes and a sturdy walking stick because the journey has just 
begun, and the work of the Kingdom is far too urgent to wait. Amen. 

The Rev. Dr. Marshall Jolly serves as Rector of Grace Episcopal Church in the Diocese of 
Western North Carolina. He is a proud alum of both Transylvania University (BA, American 
Studies) and Emory University's Candler School of Theology (DMin, MDiv, Certificate in Anglican 
Studies). A former NCAA soccer referee, Marshall has officiated in two NCAA championship 
tournaments, and enjoys running, reading, and cooking–though not at the same time! 



7 | P a g e  
 

Prayers 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The true light has come into the world, and we have seen his glory. We pray that this light will 
always shine through us as we make our way through the world you have made. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
We pray that the true light will illumine your faithful people. We pray for all bishops, priests 
and deacons who guide and support your people in their ministries. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
We pray that the true light will enlighten those in authority throughout the world; that the way 
to justice and peace will be clear, that the needs of people in every corner of the world will be 
met, and that violence and poverty will be no more. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
We pray that the true light will highlight those who need your love and peace the most; those 
who suffer from illness and anxiety, those whose relationships are broken, those who live in 
fear and despair. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
We pray that those who have died will be joyfully received into your eternal light, and find bliss 
in your everlasting glory. We pray for the recently departed: Anthony Gonzales. Bring us all into 
your glorious light when our journey here is complete. 

We pray this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who has brought us out of darkness into the 
light. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud 
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Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

BLESSING 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 


