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Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 
(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-NC 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 7th, 2021 

https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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The Word of God 
Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life 
which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
and spreads them like a tent to live in; 

who brings princes to naught, 
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

To whom then will you compare me, 
or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 
mighty in power, 
not one is missing. 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 
and speak, O Israel, 

"My way is hidden from the LORD, 
and my right is disregarded by my God"? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
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He does not faint or grow weary; 
his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, 
and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, 
and the young will fall exhausted; 

but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint. 

The Response: 147:1-12, 21c 

1 Hallelujah! 

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 
he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted * 
and binds up their wounds. 

4 He counts the number of the stars * 
and calls them all by their names. 

5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 
there is no limit to his wisdom. 

6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 
but casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 
make music to our God upon the harp. 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds * 
and prepares rain for the earth; 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 
and green plants to serve mankind. 

10 He provides food for flocks and herds * 
and for the young ravens when they cry. 

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 

12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 
in those who await his gracious favor. 

21 Hallelujah! 
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 Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 

me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a 
reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my 
reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might 
win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the 
law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might 
win those under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law 
(though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might win those 
outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become 
all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the 
gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 

After Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him 
about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, 
and she began to serve them. That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick 
or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured 
many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not 
permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very 
dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his 
companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for 
you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message 
there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 
message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

Sermon 

 

Some Sundays, the lectionary readings seem 
to fit together better than other Sundays. 
Some Sundays, a coherent theme practically 
jumps from scriptures’ pages into our laps. 
On others, searching for it seems to require a 
magnifying glass and a fine-toothed comb. 
Perhaps what is more widely true Sunday in, 
Sunday out is this: a theme that one person 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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finds sitting in their lap, another hearer may not recognize at all.  

The overarching theme of this season after the Epiphany is God’s manifestation in Jesus Christ. 
After celebrating the birth of the baby in the manger, we now experience the Word made flesh 
all grown up and living out his ministry. Sunday mornings during this season are filled with 
stories of Jesus being revealed to the people around him, whether it be through his baptism, his 
miracles, his calling of the disciples, or his teaching in the synagogues. 

While we Christians understand Jesus to be the ultimate revelation of God, we also know that 
God didn’t wait until Jesus was born to be revealed to humankind. In fact, God revealed Godself 
all the way back in the first chapter of Genesis when the heavens and the earth, and all of 
humankind, were created in the divine image. 

Each of today’s readings—from the Old Testament and the New—reveal something about that 
divine image; that is, something of who God is—before, during, and after Jesus’ earthly life. 

Both Isaiah 40 and Psalm 147 reveal God’s greatness in a time before Jesus. The prophet Isaiah 
delivers God’s word to the people of Israel in exile. With vivid images, Isaiah reveals to the 
Israelites once again that their God is a God who is bigger and more powerful than even their 
enemies. “It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like 
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live 
in; who brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.” 

Likewise, the psalmist’s words reveal a God who can at once comfort a chosen people and tally 
the stars in the sky. “The Lord . . . gathers the exiles of Israel. He heals the brokenhearted and 
binds up their wounds. He counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their names.” 

But these two Old Testament passages do not merely reveal something about who God is; they 
also show us that God’s word embodies different points of view.  

The prophet Isaiah’s words are . . . well, prophecy. They are God’s words, spoken through a 
mortal voice. Through the mouth of Isaiah, God is revealed to the Israelites in a steadfast 
promise to strengthen the weak. “Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall 
exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 

The psalm, on the other hand, is a song of praise that comes not from the mouth of God or 
God’s prophet, but from a faithful follower of God. This is not the voice of the One who makes 
the promises; it is the response of one who has experienced them. “The Lord lifts up the lowly, 
but casts the wicked to the ground . . . He covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for 
the earth; He makes grass to grow upon the mountains and green plants to serve mankind. . . 
the Lord has pleasure in those who fear him, in those who await his gracious favor.” 

The differing perspectives in these two Old Testament passages are not unlike those in that 
famous New Testament exchange heard each year in the days leading up to Christmas. God’s 
heavenly messenger Gabriel reveals God’s plan when he comes and says, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus.” 

Mary’s most profound response to this revelation comes a little while later when she sings, “My 
soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” To this day, 
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Mary’s words reveal a God who casts down the mighty and lifts up the lowly; who fills the 
hungry with good things and sends the rich away empty; who helps the chosen ones and never 
breaks a promise. Both Gabriel and Mary reveal something about who God is. One heralds 
God’s promise from heaven. The other responds to the experience of that promise on earth. 

When Jesus arrives, these heavenly and earthly perspectives are joined in the flesh. In Mark’s 
first chapter, Jesus heals Simon’s mother-in-law at home, and with news of his miracles 
spreading quickly, the whole city gathers at the door to catch a glimpse as Jesus cures the sick 
and demon-possessed. These folks are among the first to witness God revealed where heaven 
and earth meet—in the person of Jesus Christ. 

The next morning, after retreating for a time of prayer, Jesus sets off for the neighboring towns 
to continue preaching and healing. “For that is what I came out to do,” he says. And so, the 
marvelous ministry begins. More and more will soon come to know God manifest in human 
form. They will hear his teachings and witness his acts of compassion. Some of them will even 
walk with him all the way to the cross. Three days later, the first few will begin to understand 
that what seemed like the end was really just another beginning. God would continue to be 
revealed. 

Several years following Jesus’ resurrection, St. Paul writes to the Corinthians about what his 
experiences of God’s revelation in Jesus have taught him. He reveals to the faithful a God who 
calls each of us to be a servant to everyone—even to those of cultures different from our own. 
Like Paul, we who live the post-resurrection life preach the Good News not simply for our own 
benefit, but for the benefit of those who will hear it anew. 

We may not have first-hand experience of the person of Jesus, but our lives are changed 
because the Word became flesh. That means that today’s Good News is no different than it is 
on any other Sunday (or any other day of the week for that matter!): God is revealed to us. God 
has always been revealed to us. 

As one of our Eucharistic prayers puts it, we thank God “for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.” 

The “above all” part of that can be tricky for some folks. It is certainly not meant to suggest that 
the God revealed to us in Jesus is different or more authentic than the God of the prophets and 
psalmists. God is God, living and true. The words “above all” simply acknowledge that as 
Christians we experience Jesus as the perfect embodiment of God’s solidarity with humanity. 
He who by his death conquered death has raised us to everlasting life. Because we live in this 
reality, we do our best to follow the example God has revealed to us since before time began. 

So, week in, week out, we may experience God in different ways, from different perspectives. 
And from season to season the themes of our common worship may change. But the sure thing 
is, we will experience God. And when we do, we are called to respond in much the same way: 
by sharing God’s Word with the world. 

The Rev. Warren Thomas Swenson is a priest of the Diocese of West Missouri, 
currently serving as associate priest of Southeast Tennessee Episcopal Ministry 
(STEM), a system of four yoked congregations in the Diocese of Tennessee. Warren is 
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also a Ph.D. student in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at the 
University of Chester and V 
isiting Instructor of Rhetoric at The University of the South in Sewanee, Tenn. His 
research interests include queer theology, homiletics, and American presidential 
rhetoric. Warren holds both Master of Divinity and Master of Sacred Theology degrees 
from The School of Theology in Sewanee, where he resides with his husband, Walker. 
Together they enjoy lingering back-porch conversations, racking up frequent flyer miles, 
and doting on their niece and nephews from afar. 

Prayers 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
You have no equal, God. We come before you humbled, asking for your healing presence. Heal 
us and raise us so that we may serve you. 
 

We are amazed at your creative genius—how you have stretched the heavens like curtains, and 
yet you bend to be with us. 

We are amazed, God. We raise our hearts in awe. 
Our world and our lives are in need of healing and direction. We ask you to guide your church 
and heal it where it is worn out and self-centered. Direct those who lead the church: bishops, 
priests, and deacons—all those in positions of leadership. 

We ask for direction. Raise them up, God. 
We ask you to heal the relationships between nations and neighbors. Give the leaders of the 
nations the courage to pursue justice and speak peace as an example for the world. 

We ask for healing. Raise them up, God. 
Many of us suffer from addiction, anxiety, and illness. Break the chains that bind them and heal 
them, God. Surround them with supportive people, the resources they need, and a tangible 
sense of your love. 

We ask for healing. Raise them up, God. 
We pray for those who have died, that they may know the fullness of your love in the life you 
have prepared for them. Comfort those who grieve their loss, and give them the confidence of 
your love that knows no limits of time or space. 
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We ask for assurance of your love. 
Raise them up, God. 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

BLESSING 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 
   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 


