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Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 
(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-NC 

Second Sunday of Lent 

February 28th, 2021 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399
https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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The Word of God 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone 
astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith 
to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your 
Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

Join us for our Lenten study course. Wednesday’s at 7:00 pm. Ever wonder about the 

Psalms? Find out about this important part of our worship time together. 

The zoom link is 869 271 9087 
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First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said 
to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me 
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

The Response: Psalm 22:22-30 

22 Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 

all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither does he hide his face from them; * 

but when they cry to him he hears them. 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 

he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the LORD'S for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25 
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For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according 
to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust 
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 
glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was 
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned 
to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over 
to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 
forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 

 

Sermon 

 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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The Most Difficult Path to Follow 

Imagine the scene. You are one of the group of Galileans who have been singled out to follow 
the most compelling teacher ever to walk the stony hills of your land. You have been with your 
beloved leader, the one you call Master or Rabbi, for nearly three years now, and increasingly, 
you watch as more people come to hear him, entranced by his message about God as a loving 
father, people longing to be fed, some with words of comfort and many of them literally. And 
then there are those miserable ones who are sick or blind, who take up his time, but he gives it 
freely, healing them and giving then sight in the process. But you, you are not one of the crowd, 
you are the one who just recently has had his name changed from Simon to Peter. You are 
Petros, the rock, the stone chosen and cut and named by your beloved Master. You declared 
the conviction of your heart to him when he asked that stirring question: “Who do you say that 
I am?” And you, Simon the fisherman, you were the one with the proper answer. “You are the 
Messiah.” 

So now that all of us have imagined the scene and have, somehow, identified with Peter at his 
triumphant moment of revelation and stunning declaration, let us move with him to the scene 
that follows. Already, halfway into Mark’s Gospel, we are entering the second part that 
concentrates on Jesus’ passion. In today’s passage, we are given the first prediction of suffering 
and death in Mark’s singular style of brevity and immediacy. “Then he began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed . . .” “What? Did he say killed?” The disciples forget all their 
preoccupations, look at each other stunned, fail to hear the end of the prediction, and then 
turn to Peter because Jesus seems removed, deep in thought—probably in prayer, they think, 
for he seems to be always connected to Someone else, always praying. And Peter takes charge 
again. This simply will not do. No one had ever spoken of the Messiah as having to suffer. After 
all, the word Messiah, Anointed, is a triumphant word. He grasps Jesus by the arm to move him 
a bit away from the others, and Jesus allows this, listens to him as Peter rebukes him. What is 
Peter saying? What does the word rebuke mean? Something like this, perhaps: “How can you 
speak of suffering and death? Didn’t we agree just the other day that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God? and you did not dispute it when I declared it to you. Why are you 
frightening us? Look at all the crowds following you.” 

Jesus does not answer him immediately. He pulls away from Peter and turns to look at his 
disciples, these people he has loved and taught for so many months, the ones on whom he has 
pinned his hopes that the vision of the kingdom that has set him on fire will do the same for 
them and that they will continue his mission. He sees that they are stunned and frightened, but 
mostly confused. He knows that he has the power to change his own course and to comfort 
them. He remembers his forty days in the wilderness, Satan tempting him with power. Look, if 
you align with me all these kingdoms will be yours. Just say the word. Forget the one who is 
pulling you to himself, always to himself, forget your father. Jesus addresses Peter, but his eyes 
are on all his faithful disciples, for they all matter. If they don’t understand, no one will. “Get 
behind me, Satan!” he cries out again as he did in the wilderness, directly to Peter, reversing 
what he had told him in their previous encounter. Now his meaning is just as clear: “Peter, you 
are thinking of all this in human terms. You are thinking of human power and armies and 
wealth, and even of violence. But the ways of God are different. Don’t you know this? Haven’t I 
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spoken to you about God’s kingdom?” He sees Peter’s anger and then confusion and 
immediately his great sadness. And he knows that his dear disciple will go through much agony 
of spirit and grief before he understands. Now he must teach all of them once again, he must 
make them understand the values of the kingdom. 

His first words are terrible. Do you want to follow me? It will not be easy. I am not promising 
you power or wealth or importance. First, you recognize that God is the center of your 
existence, not you, yourself. “Take up your cross,” he tells them, “and follow me.” 

In our days, this command is used profanely. “I too have my cross to bear,” someone says of a 
simple annoyance, and we who have been confronted by the gospel cringe. But in that day, 
Jesus’ listeners knew what the sentence meant in all its horror. The condemned had to carry 
their own means of the most horrid death to their crucifixion. This was an awful saying to the 
ears who first heard it. They knew the reality of Roman cruelty. Later they would come to 
recognize their teacher’s words more fully: “If you can recognize your own self-centeredness 
and then discard it, you may follow me. If you understand that the life I call you to lead may 
cause your own death, you may follow me.” 

They quickly learned what we are invited to learn every day. The life we are called to live as 
Christ-followers is filled with paradox. We gain by losing. We are saved by dying to self. The first 
become last. The last, the despised, become first. This is no happiness gospel. This is no 
prosperity gospel. We are not called to make millions while others go hungry. We are not called 
to live in mansions when others have nowhere to lay their heads. 

The gospel of Christ is not casual. It is not reserved for those who say the right words while 
their lives speak of prestige and power. The beautiful psalm appointed for today was composed 
by someone who understood this kind of justice that lives in the heart of the Creator. 

“For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither does he hide his face from them; 

but when they cry to him he hears them.” 

It may not seem that way in this unequal and unjust society of ours. In times of distress, we ask: 
“Does God not hear us?” And then we remember Gethsemane and Christ’s tears and sweat, 
and then, the terrible silence. Yet, he did pick up his own cross and obeyed. 

The Old Testament Lesson and St. Paul speak of faith and covenants and promises fulfilled 
because of Abraham’s trust in God. Jesus’ trust in God brought him to the cross. It is the only 
way we have for understanding what he means when he warns us of the cost of following him. 
And yet, who would not want to follow him? As Peter said when inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
“You, Lord, you alone have the words of life eternal.” Thanks be to God 

Katerina Katsarka Whitley lives and writes in Boone, N.C. Her most recent book is a 
memoir, Myth and Memory, my Childhood in WWII Greece. She is available for retreats 
and speaking engagements, praying that one day we can all get together again as a 
community of faith—face to face. 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
In the beauty of our worship 
In the silence of our hearts 
In our committee meetings 

Show us your ways, O Lord. 
As we struggle to live together in peace 
As we are tempted by inertia and complacency 
When we forgot whose we are 

Show us your ways, O Lord. 
When many suffer while we eat well and sleep peacefully 
When many beg to be noticed while we seek solitude 
When many long for shelter from the storm 

Show us your ways, O Lord. 
Walk with us as welcome little ones into the world 
Walk with us as we care for those who ache 
Walk with us as we walk with those returning to you 

Show us your ways, O Lord 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly Host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

BLESSING 
May The Peace Of God, Which Surpasses All Understanding, Bless You With Serenity; 
May The Love Of Christ, Which Will Never End, Envelop You In All Hope; 
May The Spirit Of God Enliven You To Do That Which You Can’t Even Imagine;  
May The Blessing Of God---father, Son And Holy Spirit Be With You And Remain With 
You This Day And Forevermore. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 
   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 


