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Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 
(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-NC 

Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 21st, 2021 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399
https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Join us for our Lenten study course. Wednesday’s at 7:00 pm. 

Ever wonder about the Psalms? Find out about this 

important part of our worship time together. 

The zoom link is 869 271 9087. 
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The Word of God 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly 

to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of 
us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 

you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the 

birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out 

of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 

the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God 

said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it 

shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 

earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me 

and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a 

flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 

earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between 

me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

The Response: Psalm 25:1-9 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 
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5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he 
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on 
him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 

 

Sermon 

 

The Wilderness 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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Wilderness, we have arrived. On this first 
Sunday of Lent, the texts thrust us quite 
suddenly into the wilderness. To start, there’s 
the story of God’s promise to Noah after the 
great flood. This is a beautiful passage of 
hope and promise, and what church nursery 
does not have a mural or painting of the 
animals lining up two by two to board the 
ark? But in this context, one cannot read it 
without the specter of diluvial destruction hanging over the passage. And speaking of specters, 
how about the epistle reading for today? We have Jesus preaching to spirits in prison from 
Noah’s day—a statement no one is quite sure how to explain. And of course, from Mark’s 
Gospel, we have the baptism of Jesus with the sky torn open, a heavenly voice, and then the 
Spirit driving Jesus out into the wilderness.  

We’ve set the table. Now, where do we even begin?  

The story of Noah and the great flood has many eyebrow-raising elements, not the least of 
which is a genocidal God. Whether or not the story is entirely a metaphor or has historical 
roots, the fact remains that the story includes a whole lot of people who are seemingly killed by 
God. Perhaps it is an anachronistic sensibility, but from our position in the 21st century, it seems 
unlikely that every single human would have done something deserving of death. In today’s 
reading, we see the covenant with God, that God has set the bow in the heavens as a promise 
that God will not flood the entire earth again. But that still does not answer the question of why 
God killed all those people to begin with. How are we to make sense of this bit of hopeful 
promise without acknowledging and understanding the rest of the story?  

We turn to the New Testament with hope for some guidance. In the reading from 1 Peter, there 
is little clarity gained. Instead, there is a reference to Jesus preaching to spirits in prison from 
Noah’s day: Jesus “went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times 
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.” The commentaries are not 
extremely helpful in providing additional elucidation. There are three main schools of thought 
when it comes to who the spirits Jesus is preaching to may be. 

The first theory is that Jesus descended to the underworld to preach to the souls of those who 
died in the flood. This would imply that there were souls stuck in a kind of limbo, awaiting the 
birth and death of Jesus. A second thought is that Jesus preached to Noah’s contemporaries 
through Noah himself. The thinking goes that the Holy Spirit filled Noah and used him to preach 
Jesus’ message to his living contemporaries. Still others speculate that the spirits in prison are 
fallen angels associated with the wickedness run rampant before the great flood. Each of these 
theories has its own subdivisions of interpretation and line of implications.  

It may seem the 1 Peter reading has only added to our confusion. Fortunately, we still have 
Mark’s Gospel to turn to. The text for the day begins with Jesus being baptized by John, the 
heavens torn apart, and a voice from heaven proclaiming, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.” Here is a baptism account that is fairly straightforward. “You are my 
Son, the Beloved.” It’s a passage about identity. It’s a passage that showcases what theologians 
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and philosophers call “ontology,” or Jesus’ nature of being. This is where Mark starts his story. 
Before the temptation in the wilderness, before healings, miracles, or preaching, Mark starts 
with this proclamation of identity. Jesus is the Son of God, the Beloved. 

With this, we can begin to look backward at the other texts. We see the 1 Peter passage in a 
new light. Whichever way we choose to identify the mysterious “spirits in prison,” the primary 
purpose of this passage is to point to Christ’s identity. Jesus is the one who suffered. And Jesus 
is the one who has triumphed and now sits at the right hand of God. So, what does this mean 
for baptism? 

It is interesting that the author of the epistle chooses to bring in the story of Noah and the flood 
as a prefiguring of baptism. It is a look backward. The flood was a disaster – whether it should 
be read as a literary metaphor or was based on a scientific event – the great flood was a 
devastating tragedy. Baptism is a look backward. It is a turn toward suffering, toward 
devastation, and even toward death. It is a look backward at the wilderness we have come 
from, not just individually but collectively, as well. As humanity, as a culture, as a religion, we 
have come from a truly wild place. We have suffered, and we have caused suffering.  

While the analogy of the flood is a look backward, it is also a look forward to hope. There is a 
fundamental shift in humanity after the flood. There is an ontological change. These are people 
who have been saved. These are people who are beloved. No matter who they are or where 
they go from there, the fundamental part of their identity remains that they are people who 
have been rescued. Full stop.  

Baptism, according to 1 Peter, is not a “removal of dirt from the body.” No, it is a sign of a 
change of identity. It is a sign that we are rescued, cleansed, and made new. We are the 
Beloved. We may not understand the suffering that has occurred before. We may never know 
the why behind the flood or the who of the spirits in prison. But whichever way we read these 
passages, there are two points that come across as clear as day. Christ is with us. And Christ is 
for us. 

The fundamental message from our text today is summed up in the collect: “Let each one find 
you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.” Jesus is mighty to save. And taking 
that one step further, Jesus is mighty to save each and every one of us. Jesus is mighty to save 
you. As the psalmist writes, God is “the God of my salvation.” The God who is God of the waters 
and the mighty floods descended into the depths and fullness of human suffering for us. Now, 
we find our identity in Christ. No matter the pain we’ve experienced, are experiencing, or will 
experience, Christ has been there, is there, and will be there.  

And thus, as we enter into this season of Lent, we see the wilderness around us. We see the 
wilderness we’ve come from. And we know there’s still wilderness yet to come. But through it 
all, we hold onto our identity in Christ. The identity of God’s beloved that ever reminds us:  

Christ is with you. Christ is for you. Amen. 

Michael Toy, an alumnus of Princeton Theological Seminary, has worked in Christian formation 
since 2013. He now spends his time writing, blogging, and trying to live out the radical call to 
love our neighbors. 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
In the beauty of our worship 
In the silence of our hearts 
In our committee meetings 

Show us your ways, O Lord. 
As we struggle to live together in peace 
As we are tempted by inertia and complacency 
When we forgot whose we are 

Show us your ways, O Lord. 
When many suffer while we eat well and sleep peacefully 
When many beg to be noticed while we seek solitude 
When many long for shelter from the storm 

Show us your ways, O Lord. 
Walk with us as welcome little ones into the world 
Walk with us as we care for those who ache 
Walk with us as we walk with those returning to you 

Show us your ways, O Lord 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly Host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

BLESSING 
May The Peace Of God, Which Surpasses All Understanding, Bless You With Serenity; 
May The Love Of Christ, Which Will Never End, Envelop You In All Hope; 
May The Spirit Of God Enliven You To Do That Which You Can’t Even Imagine;  
May The Blessing Of God---father, Son And Holy Spirit Be With You And Remain With 
You This Day And Forevermore. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 
   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 


