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Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 
(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-NC 

Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 14th, 2021 

https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Ash Wednesday All-Day Vigil 

On February 17, the partnership dioceses will hold an all-day vigil of Ash 
Wednesday liturgies, prayer, music, readings and reflections on Zoom beginning at 
7 a.m. and concluding with a worship service at 7 p.m.  

Bishop Sean will host the evening service. The entire vigil will take place on one 
Zoom link, and worship leaders will change every half hour.  

Ash Wednesday 7 -7  Vigil and concluding worship at 7 p.m., with Bishop Sean 
(same Zoom link for all). 

https://zoom.us/j/98125120341?pwd=ZHN3d3ZCSG1JeHhjdEkzVmdHVWtRUT09 

Meeting ID: 981 2512 0341 Passcode: ashes 

St. Philip’s will be leading Ash Wednesday service as a part of the Diocesan vigil (see below) 
https://zoom.us/j/98125120341?pwd=ZHN3d3ZCSG1JeHhjdEkzVmdHVWtRUT09 

Meeting ID: 981 2512 0341 Passcode: ashes 

St. Philip’s Ash Wednesday Worship at 5:00 
Different Zoom Address! 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/98125120341?pwd%3DZHN3d3ZCSG1JeHhjdEkzVmdHVWtRUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1613399206498000&usg=AOvVaw3BDZG_Ej81YO6NfdlB8dB-
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/98125120341?pwd%3DZHN3d3ZCSG1JeHhjdEkzVmdHVWtRUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1613399206498000&usg=AOvVaw3BDZG_Ej81YO6NfdlB8dB-
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The Word of God 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy 
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be 
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as 
far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came 
out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master 
away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The 
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I 
know; be silent.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 
on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from 
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it 
up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the 
two of them crossed on dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, 
it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of 
fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore 
them in two pieces. 
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The Response: Psalm 50:1-6 

1 The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
God reveals himself in glory. 

3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
before him there is a consuming flame, 
and round about him a raging storm. 

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
to witness the judgment of his people. 

5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
those who have made a covenant with me 
and sealed it with sacrifice." 

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
for God himself is judge. 

 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim 
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For 
it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, 
such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with 
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be 
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did 
not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from 
the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when 
they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 

had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

Sermon 

 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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What a beautifully strange and wonderful story 
we find in Mark today. Our gospel reading tells 
of Jesus’ transfiguration, an event recounted 
by all three of the synoptic gospels. There’s a 
lot to unpack here. There’s the presence of 
Elijah and Moses. There’s the fear and near 
comical reaction of the apostles. There’s the 
uncreated divine light shining out of Jesus. And 
then, of course, there’s the voice from the 
cloud declaring to the disciples the identity of Jesus and commanding them to listen to him. 

Before moving through the riches in this text, let us take a moment to remind ourselves where 
we’ve been and where we’re heading both in the text and in the church year. In the text, Jesus 
has predicted his death and set his face toward Jerusalem, where he will be betrayed, arrested, 
and crucified. Following the church calendar, we have arrived at the last Sunday in the season 
of Epiphany, the season that begins with the feast celebrating God’s presence with us. In a way, 
we have climbed this liturgical mountain by hearing and basking in the stories of the 
Incarnation. And here we are at the mountain’s peak. Here we are before descending into the 
valley of Lent, that season that prepares us as we journey together toward the remembrance of 
the cross and celebration of the empty tomb. 

Ash Wednesday looms on the calendar, a day that points to our own death with those 
wonderful and dreadful words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” But 
we’re not there yet! We are here in the Spirit. We are here in the light of God on the mountain 
at the Transfiguration. 

The gift of the lectionary helps us find our focal point; here on this mountaintop, we find 
transcendence, triumph, and divine mystery. And do take note that it is not on the cross or in 
the empty tomb. 

Before we enter into the penitence and self-reflection of Lent, we are here bathed in light and 
glory. Theologians and authors like to look at this passage and employ words like 
“prefigurement,” or foretelling of Christ’s resurrected glory. And perhaps that is what is 
happening here theologically and literarily, but there is also something more. The impulse is to 
jump ahead and to say that this is a foretaste of the glory to come. The impulse is to jump 
ahead and look across the valley below to the next mountain peak. But there’s something else 
here and now in this encounter between the disciples and Jesus and Elijah and Moses and the 
voice in the cloud that we must explore.  

This transfiguration occurs before Jesus’ death. It happens before his resurrection. Thus, 
literarily, this event occurs before even our knowledge of and hope in the Resurrection. The 
creed says, “We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.” And 
that is indeed our hope, and that hope colors all of our faith and our life. But even before that 
hope, there is a divine light shining here in our world. The light of the Transfiguration cries out: 
God is with us. 

In this account, Peter’s response is almost comical. Understandably terrified, he says to Jesus, 
“Let’s throw up some houses for you, Moses, and Elijah.” As hearers of this text, we have the 
gifts both of temporal and physical distance from the fear this event would have inspired in the 
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disciples. We know you cannot house this kind of glory. You cannot capture this kind of event in 
a tent or a dwelling. This is a moment of beauty. Just like a camera cannot ever quite capture 
the magic in a special moment, one cannot set up a house for the miraculous and transcendent. 

So, what does that mean for us today? The rest of our readings give us some guidance. In our 
reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, we encounter Elijah, his anointed successor Elisha, and the 
chariots of fire. We have a similar moment of miracle and of transcendence as Elijah ascends to 
heaven in the whirlwind. Elisha has been with Elijah step by step and has seen wonders and 
prophecies. And he knows that when Elijah’s time to depart has come, the power of God is not 
housed in a body but in God’s Spirit. It is for this reason that Elisha asks for a double portion of 
the Spirit. Elisha reminds us that the power and wonder and beauty of God at work in our lives 
and in our world was happening before the church and before the Crucifixion and, indeed, even 
before the Resurrection. 

Like Elisha, we look for that light and that power in the Spirit. And we look to be that power in 
the Spirit. From the second epistle to the church in Corinth, Paul’s words give us some further 
guidance. “Let light shine out of darkness.” Paul affirms that we are the bearers of the divine 
light. Jesus shines in our hearts, giving light and reflecting the glory of God from within us. That 
uncreated light that shone from the face of Jesus and terrified the disciples is now inside us. We 
are bearers of the divine light. 

As the psalmist writes, “Our God will come and will not keep silence.” That same Spirit who 
rested on Elijah and Elisha is the same Spirit who was celebrated by the psalmist. And it is that 
same Spirit who shines in us. God thunders from the heavens and speaks in the whirlwind and 
moves as a consuming flame, but God also makes God’s presence known to us in the light that 
shines within each of our hearts. The knowledge of Jesus is that same light. The light within us is 
divine, for it is only the divine that can open our hearts and our minds to the mysteries of God. 
Our knowledge of God is always accompanied by an encounter with God. Let that sink in. It is 
God who shines in our hearts giving us knowledge of the glory of God. Yes, God is always with 
us. But there are moments when God makes Godself especially known to us. Every time our 
thoughts turn to God, we have an encounter with God. Every thought we have about God is 
indeed a thought in and with God. 

And so, as we move out of the season of Epiphany, let us hope and pray that we find that divine 
light. Let us look for that light within us that radiates out with the love of God. For that light is 
divine. Let us bask in the glory of the transfigured Christ. Yes, he is the one who has died and 
risen again. But today, he is the one who came to earth, emptying and humbling himself, 
walking this earth with his family and friends and even his enemies. Let us bask in the 
mysterious and terrifying light of Jesus, who loved his creation so much that he became 
incarnate and fully human – God with us. 

We look to the resurrection and the life to come. But first, here and now, we look for those 
moments of divine transfiguration—that transcendent light, beauty, and terror that come with 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Michael Toy, an alumnus of Princeton Theological Seminary, has worked in Christian formation 
since 2013. He now spends his time writing, blogging, and trying to live out the radical call to 
love our neighbors.. 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us hear your voice as we kneel in awe before you. May we not be the same, after 
recognizing your glory. 

Merciful and gracious Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Speak to us of peace. Call us to work for justice and to care for the welfare of all your children: 
in our homes, in our workplaces, in our neighborhoods, in you Church, in the world. Shine your 
light in the dark places of our lives and in this world. 

Merciful and gracious Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Call us to be a compassionate and prayerful presence for those whose hearts ache from grief, 
whose souls are weary or wounded. Overshadow us with your awesome presence. Walk down 
from the mountaintop with us, and walk before us into the places you would have us serve as 
witnesses to your healing and love. 

Merciful and gracious Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly Host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

BLESSING 
May The Peace Of God, Which Surpasses All Understanding, Bless You With Serenity; 
May The Love Of Christ, Which Will Never End, Envelop You In All Hope; 
May The Spirit Of God Enliven You To Do That Which You Can’t Even Imagine;  
May The Blessing Of God---father, Son And Holy Spirit Be With You And Remain With 
You This Day And Forevermore. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 
   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 


