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Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 
(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

Second Sunday after Christmas 

January 3rd, 2021 

https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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The Word of God 
Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Thus says the LORD: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 
"Save, O LORD, your people, 
the remnant of Israel." 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together; 
a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again. 
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Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

says the LORD. 
 

The Response: Psalm 84:1-8 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 

and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe. 
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Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road. 

Sermon 
 

There is a traditional Italian story about an old 
woman named La Befana who was the most 
renowned housekeeper in her entire village. She 
would happily spend the day with her broom 
sweeping the floor, cupboards, and front step. 
The neighbors all knew her home was spotless. 
One day as she was sweeping, she was 
interrupted by a knock at the door. When she 
opened it, she saw quite a sight: three strangers 
looking travel-worn but well-to-do. The first one said that they had traveled a long way. The 
second explained that they needed somewhere to rest and heard that her house was the most 
hospitable in the village. The third told her the strangest thing of all: they were following a star. 

Old Befana eyed them warily. She had lived alone for a long time and was cautious. They did 
not look like robbers, but more like scholars or wealthy merchants or possibly royalty of some 
kind from lands far away. Hospitality was important and so she invited them in to stay. She 
showed them to where she slept and they settled onto her small pallet, pulling up her blanket, 
and falling asleep immediately. 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 
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In between sweeping, Old Befana checked on the strangers from time to time, but they did not 
stir. She wondered where they were from, and why they were following a star. 

When they finally awoke in early evening, she offered them food and drink and asked them her 
questions. They told her they came from the East and were following a star that would lead 
them to a newborn child who was the king of the Jews, and who would be the king of all kings. 
The strangers wanted to reward her hospitality by inviting her along to find this child and 
bestow gifts upon him. 

Old Befana had been so caught up in their story that she dropped her broom in surprise. To 
travel with three strange men following a star? It would not be proper! Besides, who knows 
how long it would be before they found this new king? Think of all the dust and cobwebs that 
would collect around her humble house! She shuddered as she pictured it and told the 
strangers kindly, but firmly, “No, thank you,” and wished them luck as they walked on into the 
night. 

When Befana went to sleep that evening, she tossed and turned as she dreamed of the 
strangers, the star, and a baby bathed in light. When she woke up the next morning, she could 
think of nothing but the strangers, their story, and their invitation. All the time she spent 
thinking about that little king who perhaps lived in a village just like hers interrupted her 
cleaning schedule so much that, at last, she had a change of heart and decided to follow the 
strangers after all. 

That night, she set off on the road with her broom in one hand and gifts tucked in her apron, 
looking for the light of the star and peeking into every house along the way. If it looked like a 
child lived there, she would leave a little gift, as she could never be quite certain which child 
was born the king of all kings. 

The story of Old Befana is typically associated with Epiphany celebrations, as it is related to the 
three wise men from the East who come to seek where the king of the Jews can be found. The 
three strangers that both the legendary Befana and our Gospel story’s King Herod encountered 
were not kings, but most likely Persian or Babylonian experts in the occult, which in Matthew’s 
time would have been understood as astrologists and interpreters of dreams. This would not 
have been seen as odd in the ancient world, as astrologers prophesied the birth of other 
prominent rulers, such as Alexander the Great, from what was written in the stars, and 
prophetic dreams happened to Gentiles and Jews alike – as we see in the Gospel of Matthew, 
as well as in the Old Testament. Both the star and prophetic dreams reveal God’s presence in 
miraculous ways that call those who experience each to act in faith. 

The star which the three men follow becomes a bridge between the pagan astrological hopes 
that invite the Gentiles into God’s story and the Jewish Biblical promises of a Messiah from the 
“star out of Jacob” in Numbers 24:17. Two disparate worlds, aligning in one same goal: hope for 
the future. Matthew reminds us that even from Jesus’ birth, we see the walls between races 
and cultures breaking down. The Gentile magi are seen to have what is a common occurrence 
in Matthew’s Gospel—the ability to be obedient to God by literally and figuratively following 
the light – while King Herod, the chief priests, and scribes serve as foils to show the unbelief of 
some of the people to whom Jesus was sent. 
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Matthew consistently relates everything back to Jesus’ future story and puts it in the 
framework of the ongoing story of God. The worst sin in Matthew’s Gospel is the hypocrisy of 
the Judaean leadership, which King Herod portrays well in his sneaky and murderous intentions 
when engaging with the trusting Magi. It also forebodes what will happen later to Jesus 
because the past in Matthew always points to Jesus and Jesus’ future. This interpretation is 
appropriate both to Matthew’s era and the community to which he writes. There are two 
claims to kingship: the one in this world, which Herod is keen to retain, and the divine kingship 
which Jesus represents. The wonder which the Magi see and interpret translates into faithful 
action as they seek to pay homage to Jesus, while Herod scrambles in fear and plots murder. 

If the Magi were from the East – meaning the Babylonian empire in this context, consider what 
a long journey they would have had to make. It echoes Abraham’s obedience to God in 
traveling from Ur, in modern-day southern Iraq, all the way to Egypt and back to Hebron in the 
Promised Land of Israel. What would compel not just one person but three to follow a portent 
in the sky on such a dangerous journey so far from home? Like Old Befana, would you have 
joined them? 

We have been living through a global pandemic for almost an entire year. Our journey has been 
long and we do not know when the end will be in sight. The ambiguous loss creates discomfort. 
We are tired of wandering through the wilderness, all the anchors which used to hold us in 
place uprooted, setting us adrift. Adapting daily to new information and ways of doing things is 
tiring. Personal losses, whether through death, a job loss, or other changes, deplete our 
emotional reserves. Many wonder why God would allow this to happen, and some have lost 
their faith in God. This is where our story and that of the three Magi converge. We are not lost. 
We are traveling toward something greater than ourselves and Emmanuel – God with us – is as 
close as our breath. As Christians in this broken, hurting world, we can act now to reach out to 
our neighbors and offer hospitality of the heart. We have what the Magi and Matthew’s 
community had: hope for a better future in Christ. 

Like them, we follow the star that brings us to Jesus, and, in knowing Jesus, we change course, 
going home another way. Life will never be the same as it was before the pandemic. There is a 
quote often attributed to Carl Jung that was actually written by Desiderius Erasmus, a Dutch 
Renaissance humanist and theologian: Bidden or unbidden, God is present. The Magi did not 
know God in the way that the Judaean people did. Yet God’s sign compelled them to become 
part of God’s hopeful story. In our Book of Common Prayer, the Christian hope is defined as 
living “with confidence in newness and fullness of life, and to await the coming of Christ in 
glory, and the completion of God’s purpose for the world” (p. 861). God is doing a new thing 
even now, and we are all invited to be part of the unfolding hope. Will you follow 

The Rev. Danae M. Ashley, MDiv, MA, LMFT is an Episcopal priest and marriage 

and family therapist who has ministered with parishes in North Carolina, New York, 

Minnesota, and serves as the Associate Rector at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Seattle, 

and a therapist at Soul Spa Seattle. 
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Prayers 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The true light has come into the world, and we have seen his glory. We pray that this light will 
always shine through us as we make our way through the world you have made. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
We pray that the true light will illumine your faithful people. We pray for all bishops, priests 
and deacons who guide and support your people in their ministries. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
We pray that the true light will enlighten those in authority throughout the world; that the way 
to justice and peace will be clear, that the needs of people in every corner of the world will be 
met, and that violence and poverty will be no more. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
We pray that the true light will highlight those who need your love and peace the most; those 
who suffer from illness and anxiety, those whose relationships are broken, those who live in 
fear and despair. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
We pray that those who have died will be joyfully received into your eternal light, and find bliss 
in your everlasting glory. We pray for the recently departed: Anthony Gonzales. Bring us all into 
your glorious light when our journey here is complete. 

We pray this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who has brought us out of darkness into the 
light. 
From his fullness, 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 
 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud 
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Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

BLESSING 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 


