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Easter Morning 

April 4th, 2021 

Join us by Phone or Zoom Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom #116 359 399  
Dial in to join us by phone: (646) 558-8656 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious 
resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore 
live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

The Response: 107:1-3, 17-22 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 

14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 

16 "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the LORD. Painting by Gerald Seals 
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18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the LORD's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 On this day the LORD has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name." 

Gospel: John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that 

the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at 
the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 

Painting by Mark Pierce 
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Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, 
“Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things 
to her. 

Sermon 

 

In the Garden 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

In this account of the Resurrection from the Gospel of John, we 
encounter Mary Magdalene in an intimate moment of great loss. 
Three times in these eighteen verses, she grieves in direct 
quotations:  

• “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”  

• “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”  

• “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  
We, the readers of John’s gospel, who experience the cycle of death and resurrection every year, know that 
Jesus’ body is gone from the tomb because he has been resurrected from the dead. But Mary doesn’t know 
that. All this woman wants at this moment is to tend to the body of her murdered, martyred spiritual 
companion, prophet, and teacher, the man who is so close to God that he can work healing miracles. 

Mary Magdalene is sometimes conflated with Mary of Bethany or the unnamed sinful woman in Luke 7. The 
Mary Magdalene of John’s gospel has been described in more detail in Luke 8:1-3: “Soon afterwards he went 
on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve 
were with him, as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called 
Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, 
and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their resources.”  

It is widely accepted among secular historians that Mary Magdalene was a real historical figure. This Mary (a 
common name among Jewish women of the time) came from the Galilean fishing town of Magdala. She 
traveled with Jesus and supported him financially from her resources. A leader of the women who supported 
Jesus’ ministry, she was devoted to the holy man who had healed her of her demons. Jesus offered a gospel of 
hope for the oppressed that would have appealed to a woman with means and capability, who was restricted 
by traditional gender roles. Mary Magdalene was a female leader, a counterpart of Peter. She witnessed the 
crucifixion of Christ, and now she is the first witness to his resurrection. 

The scene of the resurrection in John’s gospel is a garden. In Jerusalem, there are two possible locations for 
the site of the burial and resurrection of Jesus. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre, according to ancient 
tradition the site of the crucifixion and the tomb of Jesus, is a deeply moving place, a large and glorious place 
of worship, crowded with a diverse and international cast of Christians gathered in reverence and awe. The 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church. 
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Garden Tomb, just outside the city walls, was excavated in the nineteenth century, and its proponents offered 
this new discovery as an alternate possibility to the traditional site. Wherever the historic Jesus was laid in the 
tomb, the site of the Garden Tomb evokes the scene in John’s gospel, a quiet garden, with a water source and 
paths among olive trees, vines, and natural stone walls, where Mary Magdalene might have sat weeping, 
where, in her bewilderment, she might have mistaken the man she encounters for the gardener. 

And then Jesus calls her by name, and she recognizes him. Rabbouni! she cries in the colloquial Aramaic. This 
is an intimate meeting; he appears to her alone, after Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, have departed. One imagines that Mary reaches for him, to touch him, to embrace him. But Jesus, her 
friend and teacher, steps back. He says to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father.” 

In hospice settings, at the bedside of the dying, those close to death, ready to cross the threshold between life 
and death, can be held to life by those watching at the bedside. It is not unusual for a patient to pass in the 
few moments while the watcher has stepped out, even only as far as the bathroom. The one on the threshold 
may need the watcher to let them go before they can pass over, as much as this may grieve the ones left 
behind.  

Mary’s attachment to Jesus, her desire to hold on to him, echoes the story of Elijah the prophet and his 
disciple Elisha. In 2 Kings 2:1-12, we read that when the prophet was about to be taken to God, Elisha refuses 
to let him go. Repeatedly, Elijah asks his disciple to stay behind. Repeatedly, Elisha says, “I will not leave you.” 
The company of prophets reproaches him: “Do you not know that the Lord will take your master today?”  

“Yes, I know,” replies Elisha, “Be quiet!”  

Finally, Elijah insists that he must go and is taken up into a whirlwind as Elisha watches him cross over the 
threshold to heaven. Then, like Mary, Elisha weeps. 

Do not hold on to me, says Jesus, for he has not yet crossed over, ascended to the Father. This is the ultimate 
liminal moment. Jesus is between states, his humanity lingering before he crosses the threshold. John’s telling 
of the Resurrection resonates with human grief and human death, with Mary’s human grief for her human 
teacher, her spiritual guide. But Jesus is not crossing the threshold from life to death. Jesus is crossing the 
threshold to glory, to eternal life in God. 

Go tell the others, Jesus instructs her, and Mary Magdalene announces to the disciples: “I have seen the 
Lord!” 

This is the resurrection moment! With these words, we know that Christ has overcome death, that this passing 
from human life is something different, something unique, miraculous, salvific. Mary has seen God. She has 
seen her beloved Rabbouni crucified and laid in the grave, and she has seen him risen from the dead as her 
lord and savior. It is the ultimate revelation, the experience of Jesus as both human and divine.  

I have seen the Lord! For Mary, as for us, sorrow and joy are integrally linked. At the empty tomb, in the quiet 
garden, our faith in the work and message of Jesus is affirmed. We go forward in hope, with purpose, to tell 
the others. 

Let us pray: Jesus, our friend and savior, even in our sorrow at the grave, you are there. May we hear your 
voice when you call our name. May we see you; may we know you, and may our hearts be filled with faith and 
hope and the joy of the Resurrection. Risen Christ, you are always with us, even when we weep. Amen. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
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Susan Butterworth, M.A., M.Div., is a writer, teacher, singer, and lay minister. She leads Song & 
Stillness: Taizé @ MIT, a weekly ecumenical service of contemplative Taizé prayer at the interfaith 
chapel at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 
 

Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

God of love, we rejoice with angels, and all the host of heaven, as we celebrate the Resurrection of your Son. 
Bless today’s joyful celebration and turn our hearts to you with new delight and commitment. 

We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

God of mercy, bring your church to new life. Awaken in us a faithfulness that manifest itself in joy, in 
dedication to work of reconciliation in the world, in care for your creation, in awe of your glory. 

We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

God of wholeness, bring those who suffer to new life. We pray for those who bear the burden of pain and 
anxiety, whose relationships are shattered, whose lives are full of despair. Lead us to find ways to present with 
them and reflect your love for them. 

We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

God of light, bring those in authority to new life in the ways they lead their nations. Show them the path of 
integrity and truth that their people may live in peace, that all may have plenty. 

We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

God of eternity, we give thanks for those who have gone before us and have entered into new and everlasting 
life in your presence. 

We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Picture by Gene Pierce 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly Host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 

BLESSING 
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May almighty God bless you, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:   Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People   Thanks be to God Alleluia! 

  

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 
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Easter Blessings! 

It has been a year since we entered into lockdown, but the Lord 

has not abandoned us. The living Christ is among us as we gather 

in new ways. Our on-line worship has opened the door for 

people that otherwise would not be able to join us.  

Rather than getting flowers for the Church, we bought flowers 

that were delivered to those that live in this area. Organized by 

Josephine Cross, and delivered by a host of volunteers; it is 

hoped that you enjoy the Easter Flowers in your home. A huge 

thank you to Josephine and all those that helped deliver them. 

We have been hosting an interactive worship service on Zoom every Sunday. People that are out of 

town are able to join us as well as people that are otherwise unable to come in person. We have also 

seen people that are not a part of our community, come and join us. What an interesting and 

unexpected benefit for on-line worship. Maybe you know someone who might be interested in joining 

us. If so, I encourage you to send them a link and invite them. 

We have instituted a daily Evening Prayer service as well. It lasts about 20 minutes and has a regular 

attendance of fifteen people. Spending twenty minutes together during the week has become an 

important part of our community. Again, there are regulars that are otherwise not a part of our 

community. I encourage you to give it a try; the link is the same as for our Sunday worship. 

You can get to our space on Zoom either through a computer, a smart phone or any regular phone. You 

might save these numbers so that you can find our space:  

https://zoom.us/j/3220537535  or call in using this number: (646) 558-8656. Meeting id#322 053 7535. 

We hope that we will be able to gather together in person soon. Our tentative plan is to open in the 

church on Pentecost Sunday. That will be dependent on a reduction of the COVID rate of infection in this 

area. We also are hoping that everyone will get vaccinated which will also make gathering much safer. If 

you have not gotten a vaccine yet, Alex Adams has offered to help people get an appointment. Call her 

at (313) 520-1304 and she would be happy to help get you set up. 

Please know that I am praying for each and every one of you; may 

the Love that Christ has for us, be shared abundantly. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Steve 

 

 

Alleluia! 

The Lord 

Is Risen! 


