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Third Sunday of Easter 

April 18th, 2021 

Join us by Phone or Zoom Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom #116 359 399  
Dial in to join us by phone: (646) 558-8656 
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ROOTED AT THE SERVANT LEADERSHIP SCHOOL 
REACHING OUT THROUGH SECOND BREATH. 
 

We are excited to share that the Second Breath mobile app is officially live! We 
believe that greater outer work arises from great inner work, and the Second Breath app 
can help you cultivate both. Our app includes: 

• Hundreds of spiritual practices 
• Audio courses on stress, sleep, and the inward and outward journeys of faith 
• A daily centering practice with a 5, 10, and 20 minute option 
• Premium user access to download and favoriting capabilities 
 

Download the App today for iPhone and Android, go to https://secondbreathcenter.com 

UBE Presents 

 Challenging Conversations 2021 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021 AT 9:30 AM EDT – 12 PM EDT 
Creating a space for white people of faith who are fighting for racial and 
economic justice. 

The program includes a key note address by Cláudio Carvalhaes, Union Theological 
Seminary NYC - a panel discussion with - The Rev. Michelle Buhite, Unitarian 
Universalist Church, Amherst, The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims, The Episcopal Dioceses of 
Northwestern PA & Western NY, The Rev. Kirk Laubenstein, United Church of Christ, Gladys Gifford, Elder, 
University Presbyterian Church, Buffalo - and time for a moderated Q&A session. 

Cosponsored by NYS Council of Churches, WNY Peace Center, Interfaith Peace Network, Anti-Racism Team 
of St. Joseph's University, Justice Ministry Team, UU Church of Buffalo, Buffalo Quaker Meeting. 

Registration is free and open to the public email gatchison@episcopalwny.org for more information.  

mailto:gatchison@episcopalwny.org
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The Word of God 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

The Collect 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our 

faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 

though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 

rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy 

and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom 

God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 

this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this 

perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled 

what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and 

turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

The Response: Psalm 4 

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 

you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 

have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 

how long will you worship dumb idols 

and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 

when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 

speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 

and put your trust in the LORD. 
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6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 

more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 

for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either 
seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They 

were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, 

“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands 

and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 

and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said 

to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he 

took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 
he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed 

in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

Sermon 

 

 
Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church. 
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Legacy 

“What legacy do you want to leave behind?” 

This question is often asked by reporters when 
interviewing individuals who have played a 
pivotal role in society. Think of an interview with 
the likes of a tech giant like Bill Gates; a religious 
leader like Desmond Tutu; or a former president 
or world leader. In a one-on-one interview, the 
question of legacy will inevitably come up. Those whose lives have impacted society at large are forced 
to think of their legacy, hopefully not in self-aggrandizing ways, but as a continuation of the good 
produced by their lives’ work. It’s a question they have probably pondered many times before, 
especially as they approach the end of their career, and even more, as they approach the end of their 
life. 

While no interviewer ever asked Jesus what legacy he wanted to leave behind, the question of legacy 
— what Jesus sought to leave behind — is an important theme in Jesus’ post-resurrection accounts. 
Jesus does not seem concerned with what the masses will have to say about him – rather, Jesus is 
concerned with what his disciples will know and believe, and what they will do in his name.   

In today’s gospel, we encounter Jesus with his disciples one last time. This is the last time Jesus will 
share his peace with the disciples; this is the last time the disciples will be able to see and touch Jesus’ 
body; and this is the last time Jesus and the disciples will share a meal. After this, Jesus will lead his 
disciples to Bethany, where he will be lifted up and seated at the right hand of the Father.  

But before their sojourn, Jesus addresses his disciples and presents them with a final testimony. Jesus 
tells his disciples that everything written in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms has been 
fulfilled by his passion, death, and resurrection. And now that God’s word has been fulfilled, true 
repentance and forgiveness can finally be proclaimed to all people.  

Jesus’ legacy is his passion, death, and resurrection, and it has fulfilled everything promised in Holy 
Scripture. Through these acts, God in Christ has opened salvation to all nations, expanding God’s word 
through the Word made flesh beyond the people of Israel. But Jesus does not simply leave behind a 
legacy – a long list of accomplishments and accolades – but a covenant – an eternal and limitless 
promise.  

While legacies are concerned with how an individual’s past achievements continue to have an echoing 
effect, covenants are a binding agreement, a pledge that continues to have a tangible effect. Jesus’ 
covenant is not a brief note in a score, but the final movement that captures the whole work. It is 
through this covenant that all of humanity is able to hear the sweet sounds of salvation.  

Jesus has drafted his new and indissoluble covenant with his blood and implemented it once and for all 
by his dying and rising. In this, he not only makes his covenant eternal and binding but he also makes 
us benefactors in perpetuity of his work on the cross and in the empty tomb.  

This new covenant has not supplanted God’s previous covenants, nor even eliminated them, rather, 
through Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection, God’s promise is made attainable to all people 
regardless of status, class, race, or all other categories designed to separate and fracture the human 
family of God. This new covenant fulfills and expands God’s covenant to Abraham and renews the hope 
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and promise of the prophets and psalmist. God’s covenant, God’s word, has been completed by the 
Word of God, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ.  

So, what does this covenant demand of us?  

We receive some wisdom if we look closely at what the risen Jesus does when he appears to his 
disciples. While this may be the last time that Jesus is able to intimately share with his disciples, we 
know from all other post-resurrection appearances that this is not the first time that Jesus has offered 
his peace, or that the disciples have seen and touched his risen body, or that he has shared a meal with 
them. The risen Jesus ingrains into the hearts and minds of his disciples a sacred rite, a holy pattern to 
encounter him. From the empty tomb to the angelic vision to the encounter at Emmaus to Saint Peter’s 
experience, the risen Jesus over and over again opens the minds and hearts of the disciples. He does 
this not by force or even by displaying the greatness of his resurrection – remember that the disciples 
do not recognize the risen Jesus at first glance – but instead opens their minds and hearts by 
continuing to share all of himself: his peace, his body, and flesh.  

Jesus opens the minds of his disciples not only so that they can understand the scriptures and grasp 
who Jesus really is, but also so that they may continue to follow in his way of love once he departs this 
earth. If we want to fulfill our end of Jesus’ eternal covenant, we need to partake in that which the 
risen Jesus did himself: offer his peace, make his body known, and share in the sacred meal.  

The primary way the Church is invited to emulate the risen Jesus and join, share, and proclaim Jesus’ 
covenant is in the celebration of the sacred mysteries, the holy sacrifice of the mass. That which, in the 
words of Dom Gregory Dix, “Week by week and month by month, on a hundred thousand successive 
Sundays, faithfully, unfailingly, across all the parishes of Christendom, the [people] have done.”  

In the primordial act of taking bread and wine, blessing, 
breaking, and sharing, we participate in Jesus’ covenant. It 
is through this act that we encounter over and over again 
the risen Jesus. It is through this act that we receive his 
peace, touch and behold his body, and share a meal with 
him. The good news is that this sacred pattern did not 
come to an end when Jesus ascended into heaven – 
instead, it spread to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  

Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Rev. Carlos de la Torre is the rector of Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church in Bellafonte, Pennsylvania. 

 
 
 
 
 

Painting by Gerald Seals 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
You have no equal, God. We come before you humbled, asking for your healing presence. Heal us, raise us 
so that we may serve you. 

We are amazed at your creative genius—how you have stretched the heavens like curtains, and yet you 
bend to be with us. 

We are amazed, God. We raise our hearts in awe. 

Our world and our lives are in need of healing and direction. We ask you to guide your church and heal it 
where it is worn out and self-centered. Direct those who lead the church: bishops, priests and deacons; all 
those in positions of leadership. 

We ask for direction. Raise our hearts to you, God. 

We ask you to heal the relationships between nations, and neighbors. Give the leaders of the nations the 
courage to pursue justice and speak peace as an example for the world. 

We ask for healing. Raise our hearts to you, God. 

Many of us suffer from addiction, anxiety, and illness. Break their chains which bind them and heal them, 
God. Surround them with supportive people, the resources they need, and a tangible sense of your love. 

We ask for healing. Raise our hearts to you, God. 

We pray for those who have died, that they may know the fullness of your love in the life you have 
prepared for them. Comfort those who grieve their loss and give them the confidence of your love which 
knows no limits of time or space. 

We ask for assurance of your love. 
Raise our hearts to you, God. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Mark Pierce 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly Host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 

 

BLESSING 
 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May almighty God bless you, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:   Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People   Thanks be to God Alleluia! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 
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