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Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11th, 2021 

Join us by Phone or Zoom Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom #116 359 399  
Dial in to join us by phone: (646) 558-8656 
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Episcopal Church Year in the Life web series explores challenges of past year 

A Year in the Life is a new web series from The Episcopal Church that documents how Episcopal churches, 

schools, and ministries have navigated a very contentious and difficult year. New episodes of A Year in the 

Life will be released every two weeks beginning on April 20. The trailer is available for viewing on The 

Episcopal Church website here, on Facebook here, and on Instagram TV @theepiscopalchurch. 

Filmed using COVID-safe protocols, A Year in the Life covers topics like food insecurity, education, worship 

through restrictions, clergy calls, and more. Each episode will include reflection materials to help the viewer 

consider how the last year or so has affected them and their neighbors. 

Watch the trailer now and come back on April 20 for the premiere of Episode 1, which recalls Spring 2020 

when the United States and the wider world were gripped by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and a 

movement against systemic racism catalyzed by the murder of George Floyd. Congregations across The 

Episcopal Church were inspired to action, taking the call to seek and serve Christ in all persons into their 

communities. Members of Trinity Episcopal Church, a mostly White congregation in Ambler, Pa., reflected on 

how they were being called to action even within the confines of the pandemic. 

Future episodes of A Year in the Life will feature stories on how congregations like Christ Church in Westerly, 

R.I., St. Martin in the Fields Episcopal Church in Chestnut Hill, Pa., and St. John’s Episcopal Church in Essex, 

Conn., have responded to the challenges and opportunities brought on by the pandemic. 

A Year in the Life is a project from The Episcopal Church Office of Communication. For more information, 

please visit https://www.episcopalchurch.org/year-in-the-life/. 

UBE Presents Challenging Conversations 2021 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021 AT 9:30 AM EDT – 12 PM EDT 
Creating a space for white people of faith who are fighting for racial and economic justice. 

The program includes a key note address by Cláudio Carvalhaes, Union Theological Seminary NYC - a panel 
discussion with - The Rev. Michelle Buhite, Unitarian Universalist Church, Amherst, The Rev. Canon Cathy 
Dempesy-Sims, The Episcopal Dioceses of Northwestern PA & Western NY, The Rev. Kirk Laubenstein, United 
Church of Christ, Gladys Gifford, Elder, University Presbyterian Church, Buffalo - and time for a moderated 
Q&A session. 

Cosponsored by NYS Council of Churches, WNY Peace Center, Interfaith Peace Network, Anti-Racism Team of 
St. Joseph's University, Justice Ministry Team, UU Church of Buffalo, Buffalo Quaker Meeting. 

Registration is free and open to the public email gatchison@episcopalwny.org for more information.  

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/year-in-the-life/
https://www.facebook.com/episcopalian
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/year-in-the-life/
mailto:gatchison@episcopalwny.org
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: 
Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what 
they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom worship) 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power 
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 

 

The Response: Psalm 133 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, 
what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-- this life was revealed, 
and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these 
things so that our joy may be complete. 

Painting by Gerald Seals 
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This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do 
not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us. 
 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So 
the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to 
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Sermon 

Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church. 
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Showing Up 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen.  
The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia. 
 

The Second Sunday of Easter is very dependable. (Not just 
with attendance.) This is Thomas’ Sunday, and every year the 
Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ special appearance among the 
Apostles to greet Thomas. There’s much to appreciate about 
Thomas – and much we can learn from him. 

The first thing to learn is about the disciples and faith, the second is about doubt in general. Let’s start with 
Thomas’ unfortunate adjective. He’s always called “doubting”, as if the other disciples had more faith than he 
did, and that made Thomas a bit of a problem. But it didn’t work that way. The problem really wasn’t with 
Thomas; it was with the others. 

Remember what happened. For one reason or another, Thomas was not with the others on Easter morning; 
(the Bible doesn’t say why, but perhaps he had company that weekend) so Thomas didn’t share their 
experience of the risen Lord. That meant they had something he didn’t have, and instead of their experience, 
what Thomas had was their word about what they had seen—and that wasn’t enough. You see, Thomas never 
doubted Jesus; he doubted the other Apostles. The problem was not really Thomas—the problem was the 
credibility of the others. They had seen the risen Jesus; they had been given his peace and his spirit; they had 
been sent by him to continue his work in the world. We heard all of that in the first part of the Gospel.  

It was now up to these witnesses to share the good news. That’s what they were sent to do. And, bless their 
hearts, their witness to the Resurrection was not even compelling enough to convince Thomas; and Thomas 
wanted to believe – he was ready to believe. 

It’s the same way now. The temptation is to say that the problem is out there, with all of those unbelievers like 
Thomas—if they would only shape up and believe better, (preferably to the point of becoming Episcopalians), 
then things would improve immeasurably. It’s easier to do that, to complain about them, than it is to pay 
careful attention to the less-than-persuasive words and lives of today’s disciples—of those who are called to 
be witnesses to Jesus. It feels better to call Thomas “doubting” than to call the disciples—or ourselves—
“unconvincing”. 

But Thomas is here to make us uncomfortable, not smug. Remember, faith almost always comes to people 
through the faith of others, through the life and ministry of the Church.  

Virtually everyone “out there” is like Thomas. Virtually everyone “out there” – and that includes our children 
and grandchildren – depends upon people who already believe to point them toward faith. Virtually everyone 
“out there” – and that includes our children and grandchildren – depends upon us.  

The other disciples told Thomas, “We have seen the Lord.” But they were scared; they were hiding behind 
locked doors; they were only talking to each other. Just a week earlier, Jesus had stood among them—but you 
couldn’t tell it from them. They sure didn’t act like something wonderful had happened at Easter. So, Thomas 
didn’t believe them, even though he wanted to. That’s the way it was, and all too often, that’s the way it still 
is. Thomas was not the problem. Today’s doubting Thomases are not the problem. The problem is the 
authenticity, the power, and the persuasiveness of the Church. That’s the bad news.  

But there is good news here as well—Good News for Thomas, for the disciples, and so for us, the Church. For 
Christ is risen, and he comes to us. Risen, he comes to the Church—even when the Church continues to huddle 
in fear behind locked doors. 
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And he brings to completion the work that a weak and sinful collection of disciples cannot do alone. Work that 
we cannot do alone. The good news is that Jesus continues to be with us, that he continues to be for us, and 
that he continues to speak to us and to his world his words of forgiveness and of peace. 

This doesn’t mean we are off the hook. It doesn’t mean we have no responsibilities and no vocation to service. 
It doesn’t mean that Jesus will do it all for us, and we can take it easy. But it does mean that we are able to 
continue–warts and all—in hope and in confidence. It does mean both that we are not alone, and that we do 
not need to be afraid. Sometimes we fail, as the disciples failed with Thomas. But we don’t stop, and we don’t 
give up, and we are free to do our best, even if it’s risky. While there is always room for improvement, there is 
never cause for despair. We continue to struggle forward together, and Jesus continues to be found among us.  

The heart of the story of doubting Thomas is not about doubt (Thomas’ or anyone else’s), it’s about the call of 
the Church to witness to the Resurrection. And the biggest piece of good news is not that Thomas comes to 
faith; the biggest bit of good news is that the Risen Lord still comes to his Church. That good news is for us. We 
are called to be witnesses to the Resurrection, and our Lord is with us. 

At the same time, we can’t let Thomas slip by us without saying something about doubt, real personal, bone-
deep doubt as to the truth or value of parts (or all) of this whole religious enterprise. First of all, doubt is 
always part of the life of faith.  

There is never authentic faith without doubt; that’s something we all know about. And doubt is not at all a bad 
thing; it’s a necessary thing. Doubt happens—often in times of crisis and tragedy, sometimes just all by its own 
self. Faith matures with ups and downs, not in a straight line.  

Anyway, let’s consider one tiny thing about doubt, ours and his, that we can learn from Thomas’ story. Did you 
notice that Jesus did not come to Thomas while Thomas was on the way to work, or walking the dog, or 
playing a round of golf, or just thinking things over? Jesus came to Thomas when Thomas was with the 
disciples, when he was within the fellowship of believers. Thomas was smart; he didn’t believe the disciples, 
but he did stay with them. He knew that if his doubt were ever to be met, it would be met there—not 
somewhere else. 

That’s usually the way it is with us. Our doubts are usually met as we stay within the community of faith, as we 
hang in there doing the sorts of things we would be doing if we weren’t bothered (or overwhelmed) with 
doubt. It was a good thing, and not a hypocritical thing, for Thomas to stay with the others even when he 
didn’t believe a single word they said. So it is for us. There’s a very real connection between hanging around 
this place, and living this life, and the gift of meeting the Lord. That connection isn’t simple, and it isn’t exact, 
and it isn’t at all predictable, but we can depend on it. He will come to us, through whatever doors we lock, 
through whatever barriers we build. 

Sometimes, as it must have been with Thomas, what turns out to be the greatest moment of faith doesn’t feel 
like faith at all; it feels like doubt. Sometimes what turns out to be the greatest moment of faith feels like just 
hanging on and just showing up; it feels like waiting and going through the motions. But that’s alright; that’s 
the way it works. That was what Thomas needed to do, and that was all Thomas needed to do.  

Jesus did the rest. It still works like that. 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen. The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia. 

The Rev. James Liggett is the retired Rector of St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church in Midland, Texas. He is a native 
of Kansas and a graduate of the University of Houston and the Episcopal Divinity School. He has served 
parishes in Kansas, Texas, and Oklahoma and has been a contributor to Sermons That Work since the 1980’s. 
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Prayers 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
We join our hearts and voices in praying for ourselves, our neighbors, the church, the world. 

My Lord, and my God. Amen. Alleluia. 
Even as your people, living in your world, as we praise your name, we recognize a twinge of fear and doubt in 
our hearts, we ask you to manifest your presence in our lives in a tangible and glorious way. 

We pray to you, My Lord, and my God. 
Amen. Alleluia. 

We pray for your followers throughout the world, that they have an experience of your love for themselves, 
and a genuine experience of love with each other. 

We pray to you, My Lord, and my God. 
Amen. Alleluia. 

We pray for those in authority everywhere, that they are sensitive to the needs of those they serve, that they 
create environments in which integrity, truth, and justice flourish. 

We pray to you, My Lord, and my God. 
Amen. Alleluia. 

We bring before you those who are on our hearts this day, who are suffering from spiritual or physical pain, 
who are paralyzed with anxiety and despair. Come into their lives with powerful healing, and into their hearts 
with words of comfort and peace. Hold those dying today close to your heart and welcome them into your 
eternal light and life. 

We pray to you, My Lord, and my God. 
Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Picture by Mark Pierce 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heavenly Host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 

 

BLESSING 
 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May almighty God bless you, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:   Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People   Thanks be to God Alleluia! 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 
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