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First Sunday of Advent  
Year B 

November 29th, 2020 9:30 AM 
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Make Gifts and Pledges to Congregations Online 

Although church buildings are closed during the COVID-19 

pandemic, the work of congregations continues, and the 

need for pledge income and gifts is urgent. The bishop's 

office is maintaining an online giving platform that 

accepts gifts and pledge payments for any congregation.   

 

While in-person church services are suspended, the 

partnership dioceses will absorb payment processing fees so 

that your entire gift will go to your congregation for local mission.  

Support your congregation online.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us by Phone or Zoom. 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/116359399 

Dial in to join us by phone: 

(646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 116 359 399 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-NC 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XNIy5I41eUyg3WGCfUIi_C4XOXbsSY_uUgq0LhSqIEjdDRE5bArnNN8hbCbKaDVYzqeFvGaqVRIBFwfm7_jCWgd9IMbrxranaoBsZKJNH3c45LRBdV9pQX8cUbIOa53Bung3u4syAU7EwEnT4-CFTiC0ICN9Gv_quOoaNDrqinkoAZnTPr6M894tdORhkG_5&c=xSvh3AUcQq53JfUfB9f728ZB_z2V39v2v9yrxPeZ6OcZjhLDJ2p0iQ==&ch=je1eOuciad6MZbF1ByVCLIJKBt15MwwNVVbe8cj6nSnGHSLCkVCekQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XNIy5I41eUyg3WGCfUIi_C4XOXbsSY_uUgq0LhSqIEjdDRE5bArnNN8hbCbKaDVYZVNktFzwuATE97o_Kb_eV9q0fPmX-r7grrtnR3ST2Agtrlx30lqenk0IZTfn6MZhn-e7BlYs-MQjsFdReGFJWw4lUhBXSE75EXTukhhu4FlwJ6zc_Qa4PA==&c=xSvh3AUcQq53JfUfB9f728ZB_z2V39v2v9yrxPeZ6OcZjhLDJ2p0iQ==&ch=je1eOuciad6MZbF1ByVCLIJKBt15MwwNVVbe8cj6nSnGHSLCkVCekQ==
http://acatholiclife.blogspot.com/2015_12_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://techboomers.com/zoom-audio-video-not-working
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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ENTRANCE HYMN  He is King of Kings   LEVAS #96 

The Word of God 

Celebrant: Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came 

to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 

glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (portions of these readings will be in the Zoom 

worship) 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
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We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 

THE RESPONSE: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, 
in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

GOSPEL: MARK 13:24-37 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on 
the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or 
else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I 
say to all: Keep awake.” 
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Sermon 
 
Pastor Steve will be delivering the sermon on zoom. 
This is a sermon from Sermons that work from the Episcopal Church 

 
 
Waiting is the hardest thing to do 
because it feels like you’re not doing 
anything. And it seems twice as hard 
when you’re young. When we’re 
children, Christmas always seems 
eons away and we think the end of 
school or our birthday will never 
arrive. 

And we 21st-century folks certainly have an ever-shrinking attention span; our 
wealth and technology allow us to access virtually anything we want any time we 
want. Everything is sooner, faster, now. And boy, do we love that speed, especially 
technological speed. Wait ten seconds to let a webpage load? Are you kidding? Get a 
faster connection! Wait five seconds for a document to print? What the heck is 
wrong with this printer? Wait to let yourself cool down before sending that email or 
posting that social media rant? Are you kidding? Go, go, go! You snooze, you lose, 
that’s our motto. If anyone needs to learn the Advent virtue of waiting upon the 
Lord, it’s us. 

Virtually the only things we haven’t been able to speed up or shorten are our basic 
biological processes. It still takes nine long months to have a baby, whether we want 
to wait that long or not. And so, if we want to be with Mary in her journey toward 
giving birth to Jesus, we need to settle into the long haul. We’ve already been busy 
doing other things for the first eight months, and now in her last month of 
pregnancy, we’re just going to have to take these four weeks of Advent and wait. 

Our scripture from Isaiah today has an interesting take on waiting. The writer is 
marveling at how different the God of Israel is from the other gods in the cultures of 
the time. And then the writer remembers, “When you did awesome deeds that we 
did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages 
past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him.” 
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The prophet is surprised not just by the mighty deeds like earthquakes – the writer is 
equally stunned that here is a God who works for the people, and the people for 
whom God works are the people who wait for God. 

What is it like to wait for God? Many of us know exactly what that is like. We wait for 
God to explain why a family member died too young. We wait for God to open a path 
out of a marriage that has ended, into a new place where healing might begin. We 
wait for God to reveal an open door back into a faith community when we’ve been 
hurt by so many churches before. 

And of course, virtually this entire year has been a time of waiting. We’ve waited 
during lockdowns and quarantines. We’ve waited on masks and respirators and toilet 
paper. We’ve waited on test results for the coronavirus, wondering whether we are 
positive or not. We’ve waited endless weeks and months, not able to visit our loved 
ones in hospitals and nursing homes, in order to protect them. 

We’ve waited on our kids going back to school and waited to see if our jobs would 
hold out during the crisis. We’ve waited on unemployment checks and stimulus 
checks. We’ve waited in line to vote and waited to see if our mail-in ballot went 
through, and then waited on the results of the election. We’ve waited for a vaccine. 
And we’ve waited and waited and waited to go back to church in the old ways that 
were familiar and comfortable to us. 

2020 has been nothing but a year of waiting. Perhaps we are better equipped now 
than we ever have been to understand the oft-repeated Biblical mandate to wait 
upon the Lord. The Good News shared with us today is that God is working for us as 
we wait for God. 

And we’re actually doing two kinds of spiritual waiting right now. We’re waiting for 
the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas Day, that glorious moment of incarnation 
when God comes to be with us in human form. That’s a fixed endpoint that we know 
ahead of time. Come December 25, we will be celebrating Jesus’ arrival. 

But we’re doing another kind of waiting. We’re waiting for the signs of the 
Incarnation in our own lives. We’re waiting to see the new and next way that God 
will be manifest in our own individual time and place. God is with us, but where and 
how? That is how we keep company with Mary: as the watchful sentinels always on 
the lookout for the new revelation waiting to be discovered among the everyday. 

Patience is a hard-earned virtue, and many of us are deeply wearied by all the 
waiting we’ve had to do, all the times we’ve had to say no to ourselves and our 
children this year in order to stay safe and keep others safe. It might feel like 2020 is 
a year out of time, a wasted and empty expanse that consisted of nothing but life on 
hold. 
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But is that true? Was this time of waiting really wasted? Mary’s time of waiting was 
almost as long as ours has been. What has been blossoming and growing in your 
heart during this time of waiting? What new thing is ready to be born in your 
spiritual community after having been forced to slow down and really ask what is 
most important about church? How has your family found new strengths and graces 
by the call to adapt and the sudden multiplication of time together and new 
challenges with school and work? 

Mary’s time of waiting was to a purpose. It had a goal and an end, and she faithfully 
pursued it with God’s help. As you reflect on your waiting this year, what has God 
grown in you? What will be the gift you offer the world this Christmas as Mary did? It 
takes awake and alert eyes to see the grace even amid the suffering we’ve endured. 

But the Good News is that the slow, necessary, at times painful work of being 
changed, of being made ready for incarnation, is not up to us alone. God is the agent 
of our transformation as we wait. Knowing that reminds us that we don’t have to 
figure this out on our own. There is peace and comfort in the truth that as the 
endless days of waiting crawl by, God is active within us and our communities. Isaiah 
tells us in our scripture today, “Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 
you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.” We are God’s work of art, 
being painstakingly shaped into the vessel of incarnation that will bring the presence 
of Christ to the world. You are a masterwork. And a masterwork takes time. 

And Paul reminds us of what we most need to hold on to through the long weary 
days of waiting for grace: “You are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end.” Look back 
on this year and see the strength with which you endured its trials. See the creativity 
with which your spiritual community sought to walk together in new ways. See the 
call to justice and peace that rang even through our most bitter divides in society. 
And know that it has all led to this, the season of Advent, the time of upheaval and 
waiting, of change and pause, of grace and truth. 

And so, we pray, and we stick together, and we love one another, and we wait upon 
the Lord. And Isaiah, the great prophet of the Advent season, announces the Good 
News: “Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint.” Amen. 

The Rev. Canon Whitney Rice serves as the Canon for Evangelism & Discipleship 

Development for the Diocese of Missouri. See more of her work 

at www.roofcrashersandhemgrabbers.com. 

 

http://www.roofcrashersandhemgrabbers.com/
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Prayers 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Creator of the stars in the sky, the sun, and the moon, You are the light by which 
we wake and work. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

Surround your church, her leaders, and people, with your armor of light. We pray 

especially for N, our presiding bishop; N, our bishop; and N, our priest. Strengthen 
them as they reach out to you in prayer and hope. Open their hearts to your will. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

We pray for our leaders: especially N, our president; N, our governor; and the 
Congress and courts of this land. Savior of the nations, guide those who govern, 

and awaken those they lead, that we may all live in the spirit of cooperation and 
share so that all have enough: food, care, and peace. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

For people across the world whose spirits bend under the yoke of oppression and 
struggle, give the people of this community a sense of togetherness and support. 

Open our eyes to those who fall by the wayside and whose faces and needs remain 
invisible. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

Lover of our souls, you continue to mold us in your image and hold us in your 
hands. We ask your blessing on those who struggle with illness, anxiety, grief, or 

isolation. Today we pray for N. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
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Father of us all, we pray for those who have recently returned to your embrace and 
those who are broken with grief. 

 

Your intercessions are invited either silently or aloud 

 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYERS  
 

(birthdays, anniversaries, hospitalizations, traveling) 

 

 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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DOXOLOGY  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

BLESSING 

May The Peace Of God, Which Surpasses All Understanding,     
Bless You With Serenity; 
May The Love Of Christ, Which Will Never End, 
Envelop You in All Hope; 
May The Spirit Of God Enliven You  
To Do That Which You Can’t Even Imagine;  
The Blessing Of God---father, Son And Holy Spirit Be With You And Remain With You 
This Day And Forevermore. Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

IN PERSON WORSHIP IS SUSPENDED 

THROUGH THE END OF THE YEAR 

 

In a November 12 letter to the diocese, Bishop Sean suspends in-person worship and meetings 

effective immediately. He writes:  

"Although we hope that 2021 will bring some relief, public health experts and epidemiologists 

warn that between now and then, cold weather and ill-advised holiday gatherings make it likely 

that this current surge of infection will not peak until January. For those reasons, I am once 

again suspending in-person worship, meetings and other gatherings in our church buildings 

effective immediately. We will reevaluate the situation in December, although I believe that we 

should prepare to worship, meet, and gather online through the end of 2020. The only 

exceptions to this suspension are lifesaving feeding and sobriety ministries. 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PLEDGES 

The stewardship campaign is wrapping up.  

Please, if you have not done so, send in your pledge.  

 

 

   The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop 

Pastor Stephen Lane, Priest in Charge  Steve@specbuffalo.org   

Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, Deacon     Lillian@specbuffalo.org    

 Mr. Emmanuel Conteh, Warden   Emmanuel@specbuffalo.org 

 Mrs. Josephine Cross, Warden   Jocross@specbuffalo.org 
 

15 Fernhill Ave. Buffalo, NY 14215          716.833.0442 

website:  www.specbuffalo.org  e-mail:   specbuffalo@gmail.com 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The meeting will be on Zoom December 6th at 12:00 pm. 

We will be electing delegates to the diocesan convention, 

Members for vestry and warden. If you are interested in serving 

in any of these capacities, please contact Josephine Robbins at 

838-3631. 

https://onecommunityranch.org/intentional-community-pledge/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://witzend.wordpress.com/2013/02/28/ecclesiology-part-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

